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DEDICATION 

TO 

H.R.H. THE PRINCE OF WALES 


. ■ Badminton: Afaj/iS8s. 

Having received permission to dedicate these volumes, 
the Badminton Library of Sports and Pastimes, 
to His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, 
I do so, feeling that I am dedicating them to one of the 
best and keenest sportsmen of our time. I can say, from 
personal observation, that there is no man who can 
extricate himself from a bustling and pushing crowd of 
horsemen, when a fox breaks covert, more dexterously 
and quickly than His Royal Highness ; and that when 
hounds run hard over a big country, no man can take a 
line of his' own and live with them better. Also, when 
the wind has been blowing hard, often have I seen 
His Royal Highness knocking over driven grou.se and 
partridges and high-rocketing pheasants in first-rate 
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workmanlike style. He is held to be a good yachtsman, 
and as Commodore of the Royal Yacht Squadron is 
looked up to by those who love that pleasant and 
exhilarating pastime. His encouragement of racing is 
xvell known, and his attendance at the University, Public 
School, and otlier important Matches testifies to His 
being, like most English gentlemen, fond of all manly 
.sports. I consider it a great privilege to be allowed to 
dedicate these volumes to so eminent a sportsman as. 
His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, and I do 
so with sincere feelings of respect and esteem and loyak 
devotion. 

BEAUFORT. 



A FEW LINES only.are necessary to explain,the object 
with which these volumes arc put forth. There is no 
modern encyclopaedia to which the inexperienced man, 
who seeks guidance in the practice of the various British 
Sports and. Pastimes, can turn for information. Some 
books there are on Blunting, some on Racing, some 
on Lawn Tennis, some on Fishing, and so on ; but one 
Library, or succession of volumes, which treats of the 
Sports and Pastimes indulged in by Englishmen-—and 
women—^is wanting. The Badminton Library is offered 
to supply the want. Of the imperfections which must 
be found in the execution of such a design we are 
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conscious, Experts often differ. But this we may say, 
that those w'Jio arc .seeking for knowledge on any of the 
subiect.s dealt with will find the results of many years’ 
experience written by men who are in every case adepts 
at the Sport or Pastime of which they write. It is to. 
point the way to success to those who are ignorant of 
the sciences they aspire to master, and who have no 
friend to help or coach them, that these volumes are 
written. ' . ' . ' 

To those who have worked hard to place simply and 
clearly before the reader that which he will .find within, 
the best- thanks of the Editor are due: That it has been 
no slight labour to supervise all that has been written, he 
must acknowledge: but it has been a labour of love, and 
very much lightened by the courtesy of the Publisher, 
b}^ the unflinching, indefatigable assistance of the- Sub- 
Editor, and by the intelligent and able arrangement 
of each subject by the various writers, who are so 
thoroughly masters of the subjects of which they treat. 
The reward wm all hope to reap is that our work may 
prove useful to this and future generations. 


THE EDITOR. 
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CQURSING 

■ By 

HARDING C6X 




INTRODUCTION 


Coursing, as a national field sport, holds its own for antiquity 
with any other that is now followed. How far back it dates 
cannot, indeed, be precisely said, but it is at least certain that 
very nearly nineteen hundred years ago coursing was practised 
very much in the same manner as it is in the present day : for 
Arrian, a.o. 150, wrote a long and elaborate treatise on the 
subject, from which the student may ascertain thatinall essentials 
the sport was what it remains ; though it may be added tlrat 
in its leading features it is not easy to see how it could be 
otherwise conducted. 

Arrian describes coyrsing with an appreciation of sport 
which will be cordially recognised. He insisted on letting the 
hare have her start, creep from her form as if unperceived, and 
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recover luir prcscjjce of mind. Then, he .says, 'if she be/a 
racer sht; will prick her ears and Jround away from her seat; 
with long strides; ’and he grow.s enthusiastic .over the sight 
that ensues wd-icn the.greyhound.s stretch out at full speed after 
her. The spirit in which this ancient Greek wrote will warmly 
commend itself to readers of toniay. Those coursers who are 
true sportsmen, x\rrian asserts, ; • . 

do not take their, dogs out for the sake, of catching a. hare, but for 
the contest or sport of coursing, and they are glad if the hare 
escapes. If she fly to any thin brake for concealment, where.they 
see her trembling and in the utmost distress, they will Gall, off their 
dogs. Often, indeed, when following a course on horseback, have 
I come up to the hare as soon as caught, and have myself saved 
her alive, and then have taken away my dog, fastened.him up, and. 
allowed her to escape. And if I have arrived too late.to save her,> 
I have struck my head with sorrow^ that the dog had killed so good 
an antagonist. , 

All this is as it should be, and in passing on with a tribute- 
of respect to the good sportsman who -v^'rote it nearly two thou¬ 
sand years ago, it .need only be incidentally added that he says 
nothing about testing the relative merits of greyhounds. These 
old coursers w^ent out merely to see their dogs run a hare, and, 
though Arrian enforces the rule that more than a brace, of 
greyhounds should never be slipped at a time, this is because- 
he thought two greyhounds to one hare made a fair encounter. 

The date when matches were first made between dogs is 
not easily to be traced, but it was certainly before the time of 
Elizabeth, during whose reign, by special command of the 
Queen, certain ‘laws of the Leash or Coursing’ were drawn up 
and‘allowed and subscribed by Thomas, Duke of Norfolk.’' 
They will be of much interest to the coursers of the present, 
time, and are therefore here quoted':-^ 

1. That he that is chosen Fewterer, or that lets loose the grey¬ 
hounds, shall receive the greyhounds matehed to- run to¬ 
gether, into his Leash, as soon as he comes into the field, and 
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follow next to the hare-finder, or he who is to start the hare 
until he come unto the form ; and no horseman or footman 
is to go before, or on any side, but directly behind, for the 
space of about forty yards. 

2. You ought not to course a hare with more than a brace of 

greyhounds. 

3. The hare-finder ought to give the hare three so-ho’s before he 

puts her from her form or seat, that the dogs may gaze 
about and attend her starting. 

4. They ought to give twelve score yards law before the dogs are 

loosed, unless there be danger of losing her. 

5. The dog that gives the first turn, if after that there be neither 

cote, slip, nor wrench, wins the wager, 
b. If the dog give the first turn, and the other bear the hare, he 
that bears the hare shall win. 

7. A go-by, or bearing the hare, is equivalent to two turns. 

8. If neither dog turn the hare, he that leads last to the covert 

wins. 

9. If one dog turn the hare, serve himself, and turn her again, it 

is as much as a cote, and a cote is esteemed two turns. 

10. If all the course be equal, he that bears the hare shall win. 

and if she be not borne, the course shall be adjudged 
dead. 

11. If a dog take a fall in a course, and yet performs his part, he 

may challenge the advantage of a turn more than be e. 

12. If a dog turn the hare, serve himself, and give divers cotes. 

and yet in the end stands still in the field, the other dog, if 
he turn home of the covert, although he gives no turn, shall 
be adjudged to win the wager. 

13: If by misfortune a dog be ridden over in his course, the course 
is void, and to say the truth, he that did the mischief ought 
to make reparation for the damage. 

14. If a dog give the first and last turn am! il'ere be. no other 

advantage between them, he that gives the odd turn shall 

15. A cote is when a greyhound goetli endways Iry his fellow, .utd 

gives the hare a turn. 

16. A cote serves for two turns, and two tnpjUing.s (W jo kings ft» 

cote; and if .she turneth not right alrout .she only w renr heth. 
Tlie first version has it thus A tote shall be more titan two 
turns, and a go-b)j or Irearing the hare cqii.d tet two 
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.17. If there be no cotes given between a brace of greyhounds and 
that th(! one (.)f them serv^es the other as turning, then he 
that gives the .hare most turns wins the wag-er ; and. if one 
give ns many turns as the other, he that beareth the hare 
wins ihe wager. ’ ; .■ r 

18. Sometimes the hare cloth not turn but wi'encheth, for she, is . 

not properly said to turn, unless she turns as it were 
round; and two wrenches stand for a turn. 

19. hie that comes in first to the death of the hare, takes her up 

and saves her from breaking, cherishes the dogs ‘ and 
cleanses their mouths from the wool, is adjudged to have 
the hare, for his pains. ■ . . “ 

20. Those that are judges of the leash .must give their judgment 

presentty, before they depart the field. 

The earliest coursing seems to have been private, but in the 
reign of the first Charles matches were decided in. public,, and.: 
they have increased in popularity till the present day, when .the 
Waterloo Cup is recognised as one of the chief events of the 
sporting year, even by those who a,re in no ivay enthusiastic 
about the greyhound. 

It is not the purpose of this work to trace the' history of 
coursing as related in the works of Dame Juliana Berners, 
Wynkyn de Worde, Daniel, and other authorities, nor will 
space be occupied with well-worn quotations from Shakespeare 
and elseiyhere. It is rather the object to describe the method . 
in which coursing is carried on, so that any reader who has a 
fancy for the leash may be provided with information which 
will help him to join the ranks of the coursers with .some 
knowledge ot what is done, and some perception of (what the 
writer’s experience has induced him to regard as) the best way 
of attaining success. Those who are curious as to the progress 
and development of coursing may be referred to the third 
volume of ‘ The Greyhound Stud Book,’ in which an exhaustive 
^chapter on the subject appears. 'i . 

Much misconception prevails abo^it coursing. Compafa- 
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tively few men really appreciate the niceties of the sport, and 
' many persons have no ideas beyond a vague belief that two 
greyhounds run after a hare, one kills her—if she does not get 
away -and wins in consequence. This is, of course, by no 
meabs the case. Very often the dog that actually kills loses, 
the winner being the one that ‘does most towards killing the 
hare ; A it haS even been estimated by some devotees of the 
sport that as often as nine times out of ten the worse of the 
two dojgs kills. 

Judging a course is, thereifore, a somewhat elaborate busi¬ 
ness, requiring ^special knowledge and aptitude, the keenest 
eyes and quickest observation, on the part of the official who 
undertakes the duty. He,is guided by Rules set down by the 
. National Coursing Club ; but, for the better appreciation of the 
.sport by those who are altogether unacquainted with the sub- 
,ject, it may here be briefly said that, the points of the course 
are.six in number, and include ‘speed,’ the ‘go-bj^,’ the ‘turn,’ 
the ‘ wrench,’ the ‘kill,’ and the ‘ trip.’ For a .full explanation 
of these terms the reader is referred to the aforesaid Rules, 
•which are quoted in an Appendix, to this portion of the 
volume. 

So much will, it is hoped, serve for general introduction. 
.Before closing these preliminary remarks, the author desires 
to add his acknowledgments to Mr. Charles Richardson, 
for his chapter on Coursing Clubs, and for various other aid 
kindly furnished. 

We now proceed to a detailed examination of the sport. 
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CHAPTER I 

THE WATERLOO CUP - 

Mention of public coursing is to be found as far back as the 
middle of the seventeenth century, but it is only in compara-' 
lively recent years that public stakes have become a sporting 
institution. In an admirable article by that sterling authority, 

‘ Robin Hood,’in the ‘ Field Quarterly Magazine and Review ’ 
of February 1870:—an article to tvhich I am indebted for much 
valuable information on the coursing of the past—the writer 
estimates that at least 50,000/. was run for in stakes in the 
preceding year. This was in the palmyr days of Lords Sefton, 
Craven, Lurgan, Grey de Wilton, and a host of others, for the 
sport was then a thoroughly popular one, and was supported 
by the highe.st in the land. We have already spoken of the 
origin of coursing. For a long while greyhounds were used 
as a means of catching hares, apart from relative merit, and a 
dog that ran cunning and could account for fur with unfailing 
regularity was regarded as a real friend, instead of being 
promptly put out of the way—a fate that generally overtakes 
rogues since stakes were instituted By-and-by owners would 
match their dogs against each other ; but for a long time the 
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killer was-considered the winner, apari from any points of 
merit as calculated nowadays. When these points had been 
adopted small stakes were run for, and no better illustration of 
the progress and development of the sport can be found than a 
reference to the historical records of the Waterloo Cup, which 
is rightfully called ‘ The Blue Ribbon of the Leash’—for is it 
not the summit of a coursing-man’s ambition to be returned 
the winner of the great event? and should he be fortunate 
enough to have bred and trained his successful nomination, 
the achievement will rank as a red-letter performance in the 
pages of his life’s history. The Waterloo Cup finds its parallel 
on the turf. In these days of 10,000/. stakes a man may win 
a prize of greater pecuniary value than the Derby ; but even 
the most mercenary of racing-men and those who look upon 
the sport as a profession would in all probability, if asked, tell 
you they would rather win one Derby than tivo Eclipse Stakes. 
So it is with the great trophy of Altcar ; richer stakes are to be 
found, but none is so sought after. A Gosforth Gold Cup is 
won and forgotten, but a Waterloo triumph is a living memory. 

Let us then look to the foundation of this popular stake, 
and, again adopting ‘Robin Hood’ as our authority, unearth 
its records. The year 1836 saw its beginning. That begin¬ 
ning was modest in the extreme, for w-e find in the ‘New 
Sporting Magazine ’ a record of the event described as an 
eight-dog stake at 2 sovs. each. The contest wms conducted 
under the auspices of a Mr. Lynn, and resulted in a ivin for 
that gentleman’s nomination, Melanie, though the owmer of the 
bitch was none other than Lord Molyneux, eldest son of the 
Earl of Sefton, who had kindly given permission for the stake 
to be run on the now classical plains of Altcar. In addition 
to the stakes, a trophy, in the form of a silver snuff-box, was 
presented to the winner. The following year saw the nomina¬ 
tions increased to sixteen at 5/. each ; and the eight dogs 
beaten in the first round could compete for ‘ the Altcar Plate,’ 
an equivalent to the AVatcrloo Plate of to-day. The next 
celebration found thirty-two nominations at 25/. each, and no 



ici , ■ . ■ couN^iim; ; ; _ 

alicralion ocaiirrctl Jbi: twenty wilh ih€,<:.'X(X!ptiori- of a 

distinci slake cailcd ‘The Waterloo Purse/ which was .added 
lo tiie it was not .until 1857 lliat the stake attained its 

full dimensions as Jbiiow.s ^ 

Waterloo Cup, sixty-four suljscribers at 25/. ..each ='' 
1,600/., wiiich is allotted as follows : :!, 3 ' 4 o/. to dhe thirty-tW'O 
dogs left in the Waterloo. Cup ]).roper, corn prising. 50b/. to the 
winner, 200/. to tlie second, 50/. each, to the third and fourth, 
30/. each to the next four, 20/. each to eight, and 10/. each to 
the other, sixteen. 'I’he . thirty-two dogs beaten in-the first 
round to run again for the kVaterloo.Purse, for which ado/, .is 
reserved, the winner getting iog/,, the second 50/., two dogs 
15/. each, .-four dogs lo/.'each, and eight dogs 5/. each respec¬ 
tively. .for the Waterloo Plate 100/. is reserved for. the sixteen 
dogs beaten in. the second round of the Cup, the winner 
receiving 45/., the second 20/., two dogs 7/. low.each, and four 
others 5/. eac,h. 

Nov.% having regard to these conditions, it is easily-gathered 
that the owner of a smart dog stands a fair chance of drawing 
a prize of .some sort, even should he fail to win the, laurel 
crown and its substantial concomitant; so no wonder that the 
nominations are eagerly sought after, and that the fact of one ' 
being allotted is considered a high honour in the coursing , 
world. ’ - 

A short account of some of the more remarkable winners 
of this trophy may here prove acceptable to the reader, and 
amongst tire older generation may recall many half-forgotten 
scenes of interest and excitement. 

1847.—This was tire first . year in which. Lord Sefton com¬ 
peted on his native soil, andTe won j what is more, he bred ; 
the winner, Senct, himself, and also his sire and dani. 

1854.—l.mr.d Sefton repeated his triumph with Sackcloth, a 
son of Senet, a victory that must have been specially gratifying.. 

these years, .the winner was Cerito, who- 
was only a puppy on the first occasion. Altogether this,smart 
bitch was .slipped fifty-three times and won .forty-five courses. ' 
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1855 saw the victory of Judge, a dog who subsequently 
proved of inestimable value at the stud, and who was runner- 
up in the following year, f 

1857' was the first year that the stake attained its full 
dimensions^ and the winner proved to be King Lear, the 
runner-up being Sunbeam, who was backed to win an enor¬ 
mous stake. 

^858 saw,a rank outsider in Neville victorious; another 
greatly fancied one, named Deacon, running up. 

1859.—-In this year the stakes were divided; and when 
‘ Robin Hood’ wrote the article to -which I have referred, this 
-was a record ; . but in late-years we have three examples of a 
division of stakes : by Miss Glendyne and Bit of Fashion, by 
Herschel and Greater Scot, and by Fullerton and Trough'end, 
further allusion to which will be made in the proper sequence. 
On the occasion under notice the dividers were Clive and 
Selby ; the latter, -whose success was expected, was the property 
of Mr. Jardine, .while Clive was by the 1855 winner, Judge—a 
good example of the transmission of merit. 

1861 saw the victory of a sterling greyhound in Canaradzo, 
■\vhdse name is .’conspicuous in most of the tabulated pedigrees 
of our present-time celebrities. A sister of Canaradzo, called 
Cioloja, w'as believed, to be a perfect wonder, and became a 
very hot favourite for the Cup ; but, as ill luck would have it, 
she broke her thigh a fe-w days before the event. 

,1863 was' remarkable for the victory of Chloe, another 
■daughter of Judge, the favourite and runner-up being Relre, 
the property of Messrs. Heywood and Racster. 

1864.—-Rebe 'again ran 'up^ being , unluckily beaten in the 
final by King Death, a son of Gamaradzo, and in 
■ 186L she divided the Pur.se with Beckford. In 

186,6 she ran into the last four, this jjroving the finaU' so a 
remarkable but luckless career, 

1-865.—I*"! Brigadier H-as rtlurned Slse wimu.-r, a 

dog that had previously shown wretched form and trad cost 
his ownef the modest .sum of twenty-five shillings.a- mo.si 
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profitable investment as it tpmeci out; for Mr. Gorton bad : 
l)ac'ked Ills nomination to win a good round sum, having an idea 
that a biteli called Wild Geranium (Ixdieved to Ite very smart) 
would fill it. So he won his money, as it were, -against his 
will. , ^ . / 

i866.~lie]magain was a //i?<7. ex machina, to the great benefit 
of Mr. Stocker, who had secured the Newmarket-Champion 
Puppy Stakes winner, Saucebox, to fill his nomin^ion. This 
bitch went wrong after a trial with Lobelia, but so smartly did 
the latter run that Mr. Stocker sent her to fill his nomination, 
and, moreover, threw a fresh commission into the market. 

‘ Lobelia,’says ‘Robin Hood,’ ‘ ran her first three courses some¬ 
what unsteadily; but settling down to her work she won the 
remainder most brilliantly ; her decisive victory over Royal 
Seal in the last course being one of the smartest performances 
imaginable. She took part in the Waterloo Cup in the two 
subsequent years, and won four courses each time, but 
was compelled twice to lower her colours to the invincible 
Irishman.’ * She was a small wiry greyhound ;by. Sea Foam, 
weighing a shade over 44 lbs. ‘When Lobelia secured her 
memorable victory, so great was the enthusiasm at Southport 
that a messenger was despatched from Altcar with instructions 
that the bells of the parish church were to be rung in honour 
of the event.’ 

We now come to what may be termed the Master McGrath 
era—viz. from 1868-1871, for this prodigy made a mark on the 
records of coursing which is quite indelible, and stamped :it 
with a public interest which reaches; far beyond the limits of 
the true votaries of the sport. His was a name to.conjure by, 
and many a one who had never seen a course, who would 
not know a greyhound from a lurcher, would discourse of the 
prowess of this canine giant-giant only in achievement, for he 
was by no means a big dog; iiqr was he a remarkably hand¬ 
some one, having a short, even sour, head; but he was cornpactly 
built, and stood on the best of feet and legs. In another 

. ^ Master McGrath. ■ : :> 
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portion of this volume, when discussing breeding theories, we 
shall enter into an analysis of Master McGrath's pedigree, 
which cannot fail to be of interest to students of the subject. 
For the present we must return to his career as affecting the 
history of the Waterloo Cup. 

i868.-i^In this year Brigade was favourite, and though the 
Irishmen were very sweet on their puppy, and entrusted him 
with solid support, the fact remained that the coveted trophy 
had never crossed the Chanriel, and the English division were 
in happy ignorance of the sort of goods that was to be slipped. 
Prior to leaving his native soil. Master McGrath had won the 
Visitors' Cup at Lurgan, and those who witnessed his victory 
did not forget him when he went to the .slips. His first opponent 
was Belle of Scotland, and he began moderately by running 
an undecidedj but at the next time of asking he polished her 
off in decisive style, and ma^e quite an example of Kalista, 
Marionette, the favourite. Brigade, and the previous year's 
winner, Lobelia. For the final he met Mr. Lister’s Cock 
Robin. In the previous round this dog had tumbled on his 
sister Charming May, who was drawn in his favour, though she 
ran the bye with him, and, strange to say, easily beat him, so 
that when he made a very respectable show against the Irisir 
crack, Mr. Lister must , have been sorry that he did not leave 
the bitch in. This year was also remarkable for the deEit in 
the stake of Bab at the Bowster, whom contemporary critics 
considered second only to McGrath. She came from Scotland 
wdth a great reputation untarnished by defeat, arid won two 
courses in Vmlliant fashion; but then .she met Lobelia and 
went down after an undecided. 

The following year (1869) was full of interest, for both the 
Irish dog and the Scotch bitch had added to their laurels since 
the last meeting. The bitch’s record was indeed brilliant, for 
she won the Scarisbrick Cup (128), the Douglas Cup (64), ihc 
coveted Altcar Cup (20), and the ELsham Cup (42). In the 
Douglas Cup she had had her revenge on Lobelia, i'or otva 
strong outside she led her former contpieror three kngilis and 





!*rivc her ;i ,a:uo(l Ixtuting. Notwiil'istaiKling this the British 
jniltlic \voi)|,i Hot be stalled off their idol, and McGrath was 
steadily L)iu'feii down to 6 to whilst ‘tens ’ were procurable 
ahoiu baj), who m.i m Mi K. I’alei.srai’s nomination. As 
!nrk vvonUi h;ive it, the great rivals were drawnwvell apart, so 
that as lilt; cont'si progriwacd ('W'itcmcnl waxed h^er and 
liighcr, until it culminated in their going to slips;t^ether for 
the final, i obeiia. tsho had grandly worked her way into ,the 
last four, had niel the Irishman in the morning. 'At one, 
moment in the course it looked as if the idol would be 
f-hnltere<l, as 1,.obeiia fairly held him, and had she killed at the 
dram wheti she made her great effort, McGrath would,never 
have Iteen hailed winner of a triple Waterloo. No sooner, 



however, had the hare crossed than the leviathan came like 
great guns and snatched the verdict in a brilliant finish. 
Meanwhile Bab at the Bowster had settled Ghillie Callum, who. 
made no show against her. Then came the tug.of war : aw'ay 
they w^ent to a splendid slip and to a stout hare, and a shout 
arose as it was seen the bitch was slightly leading. On 
approaching the drain McGrath steadied himself, and clearing 
it more smartly than the bitch, he scored first and second ; 
Bab soon joined issue, and brilliant exchanges ensued; then 
McGrath drew out, and concentrating his forces in the marvel¬ 
lous way so often noticed, he dashed in and effected a grand 
kill, thus winning his second, but not his, last, Waterloo. 

In 1870 the meeting was interrupted by frost, and an ob¬ 
jection was lodged by Mr. Borrow against the nominations of 
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1^01x1 L.urgan and Mr. Jones on the ground that they had not 
named by the time fixed. y\s Master McGrath represented 
his owner, there was a deal of excitement ; but the objection 
was overruled by the stewards, and was similarly treated on 
appeal to the National Coursing Club. On Wednesday the 
frost gave, and a start was made the following day. Although 
the Irish champion had not been seen in public since his 
previous triumph, he went to the slips a hot favourite, as little 
as 7 to 2 being accepted about his chance. "What then was 
the general dismay when it was seen that Lady Lyons was not 
only holding him, but giving him a severe dressing. She drew 
right out, and the course ended at the river Alt, still covered 
with rotten ice. In following the hare it gave way, and McGrath 
was in imminent peril, but was rescued by Wilson, the Irish 
slipper. The next morning the poor dog was in a pitiable state, 
and Lord Lurgan, in the heat of the moment, expressed his 
opinion that he had been poisoned, and swore that he should 
never run again ; but the general impression was that the crack 
was short of work, and that he was upset by the treacherous 
state of the ground. Meanwhile Bab at the Bowster had won 
three courses, and rvas then put out by Cataclysm, but the 
winner turned up in Sea Cove, a bitch with very fair credentials. 
Bed of Stone and S. S., two sterling greyhounds, competed in 
this stake. The latter, having been unluckily put out in the first 
ties, scored decisively in the Plate, and it is the general opinion 
that, had he got clear of his first course, the Cup would again 
have gone to Ireland by aid of her second string. 

Lord Lurgan, repenting of his hastiness, put McGrath into 
training again, and won the Brownlow Cup, when it was seen 
that the old dog had lost none of his dash, so that on the night 
of the draw for the Waterloo Cup (1871) he was again installed 
favourite, but this time at the extended odds of 10 to i. It 
was soon apparent that he would make it as hot as usual for 
the best of his opponents. His first course against Wharfinger 
was not particularly brilliant, and many expected a repetition of 
last year’s fiasco ; but he improved as he went on, and when 
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he rntsl the })U]ij)y Prchcmlcr in the final he crowned a very., 
.sinart.iy run trial rvith one of those dashing kills which went^ so 
i'nr to uphold lu.H fame. iiT this Cup, Bed of Stone,had the:bad 
Inck to run no less than three undecideds with Bendimere, which 
of course destroyed her chance ;. but'she came out like a giantes.s ^ 
refreshed, and polished, off her op])onent,s in the Plate in grand 
.style. Thi.s was the last course that the great dog ran in public, 
and, as we have said before, his name became a household vyord. 
Even Her Majesty the Queen commanded him to appear at, 
Windsor Castle, and expressed a lively interest in his’perform¬ 
ances. He did not long survive his retirement, for he died, 
of heart-disease two years after. In the chapter of this volume 
entitled ‘ famous Greyhounds of the .Past' will be found the . 
measurements of this remarkable greyhound, whose running 
weight was 54lbs. ■ 

1872 , found Bed of Stone victorious. She was’a sterling 
bitch, and had previously won the Purse in 1870 and the Plate 
in 1871, so that this last, performance set a seal on her fame, 
and as a matron, she was a decided success (see chapter on 
■ Celebrated Greyhounds '). The runner-up W'as Peasant Boy,, 
who occupied the same berth the following year (1873),-wBen 
Muriel was successful. On this occasion thhre was a dis¬ 
graceful demonstration against the judge, Mr. Warwick. It ' 
having got wind .that he had judged a private trial of Peasant , 
Boy, an idea prevailed that he meant pulling that dog through 
at all hazards ; consequently, when he w’-ent to. the slips with . 
Muriel for the final, .-Mr. Wdarwick was literally mobbed, arid 
although Muriel fairly won at the finish, there were not wanting 
those who declared that the judge had been intimidated ; these 
were probably the disappointed backers of Peasant Boy. Mr.. 
IVarwick had judged the Waterloo Cup. thirteen years, and 
had given every satisfaction ; but this wus the last time hC' 
officiated. ' , . , ■ 

1874 was remarkable for being the first year in which Mr. 
Hedley acted as judge ; _ he had every qualification for the posg 1 - 
which he has held up to the present-time. Magnano, the winner,, 
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was a rank outsider, and he put out Muriel in the first ties ; 
she, however, making amends by winning the Purse. 

In 1875 the Irish were again successful with their much- 
fancied representative Honeymoon, the favourite Sirius going 
down the first round. 

The ne.Kt year (1875) Honeymoon, who in the interim had 
won the. unportant Brownlow Cup, started a hot favourite at 
II to 2. She beat in grand style Warren Hastings, Handicraft, 



and Lucetta, but in the next round fell foul of her compatriot 
and kennel companion, Donald, who succeeded in lowering 
her colours, and eventually proved the winner of the Cujx 
After his victory Donald was sold for 300/., and was immediately 
put to the stud. 

1876. —Now once more vve have to deal with a canine mar^ 
vel, for the winner was the diminutive Cooina.ssie, wlio made 
very short work of all her early opjK>ncnts, with the e.xccj>iii'n 
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of Sain. 'This do,a;, who was a regular electric (lash, led 

the little hitch, hut he had (uie cou.sjacuous failing, which was 
his utter inahility to kill his liares. On this occasion it cost 
him the ('Oiirse, as Coomassie, getting a chance, put in some 
telling points, and wound up Avitli a brilliant kill; for she was 
as clever w'ith her teeth as her opponent waas deficient. When 
it came to the final, the fawm had a hard nut to crack in Bra^v 
Lass, who was favourite for the stake ; but she led her, and 
though the latter was very busy afterwards, Coomassie, finishing 
with another brilliant kill, gained the awau'd. 

The next year (1878) Coomassie, wLo had not been seen 



out since her previous victory, was naturally enough installed 
favourite at 9 to i, with a point longer odds accepted about 
her old opponent Braw Lass. Now it appears that Coomassie 
had been amiss, but the secret was well preserved, and did not 
leak out till she had run her first two courses in an)'thing but 
her old form ; how'ever, she pulled through, and improving 
as she went on, she went to slips for the last time with Zazel, 
who had been somewhat hard run. She made a fair show 
against the crack ; but, killing too soon, settled her chance, 
and gave Coomassie her second “Waterloo Cup. 

This year witnessed Tom Wilkinson’s debut as slipper, a 
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jpost he filled most efficiently until 1890, when Wright handled 
the slips. 

As the time approached for the next Waterloo (1879), it was 
thought that the little wonder Coomassie hada chance of rivalling 
the feats of Master McGrath, but these hopes were disappointed. 
She had the ilbluck to fracture a small bone in her leg during 
training,: sa that she never ran again. Goomassie was the 
smallest greyhound that ever won the Waterloo Cup, as she 
weighed but 44 lbs.; but, with the exception of Master McGrath, 
Fullerton, and possibly of Miss Glendyne, she stands out from 
other winners as an animal of exceptional merit. She was bred 
by Mr. Cafley, of Runham, Pear Yarmouth, and when at walk 
at a butcher’s there, might have been purchased for a few shil¬ 
lings. It was not until she ran in, and won, the Newmarket 
Champion Puppy Stake's that her merit wus discovered. 

.. 1879.—The way now being' dear for Zazel, she was made 
favourite for the great event; but she was not destined to re¬ 
compense her owner for the: previous disappointment. The 
winner sprang from the extreme outside division, viz. Misterton, 
a dog who was to make a great name for himself at the stud. 
He started at the remunerative price of ibod to 6, which is rather 
odd, considering that in the Newmarket Champion Puppy 
Stakes he had won four courses in grand style, and had been 
most unluckily put out. The final with Commerce was a close 
affair, and she had none the best of the luck against Mr. Miller’s 
dog. 

1880,—^Misterton had a rare gruelling in his first course, 
and was put out by Devastation next round. Honey wood and 
Plunger (100 to i chance) were left in for the final, a.!rd after 
the former had made a strong beginning, he ran roguishly, and 
Plunger all but succeeded in .snatching the verdict out of t he fire. 

A very smart and clever greyhound won in 1881. viz. 
Princess Dagraar ; she was a big bitch (58 lbs.), and disposed 
of all her opponents with con.siderable ease. 'I’he next yo;n 
{1882) .she made but a poor show, having been iimis.s, and 
the winner tximed up in Snowflight, who fought out tlu' iss\je 
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with the aged- H.ompipe; 1'he Jast-named had had a hard , 
time of it, havijig run an undecided with Ban(;hc)ry, and de¬ 
feated r.lenlivet, Death or ( dory, But and - Leader. , In the 
fmal, after a stiffisi). course, the hat came off, and at the second 
go a fresh hare .crossed them and they separated ; .so that, when 
at last they were Liirly off, tlie poor old bitch, was spun out,, 
and, to add to her mi.sfortunes, the hare favoured Showflight ■ 
throughout the course. ' ■ ; ■. 

1883.^—Snowfliglit'was within an ace of repeating-her victory, 
but it was snatched from her by Wild Mint, who had the luck 
of the contest, and who is generally con.sidered the. worst, 
greyhound that ever won the trophy. ■ 

In 1884 Mineral Water won, and the runner-up wa.s that 
good game but unlucky greyhound, Greentick, a dog that Las 
made a name for himself as a sire fhat is not likely to be 
eclipsed. Here again it was thought that a bad dog.had won ;; 
but Mineral Water’s. subsequent performance in the (josfortli. 
Gold Cup 'went far to remove that impression, though his. 
defeat in the Waterloo Cup of 1885 was easily brought about 
in the first ties. Here we had another division when Bit of 
Fashion and Miss Glendyne were left in for the final. These 
bitches represented one interest, though owned respectively 
by Mr. E. Dent and Mr. C. Hibbert. Had they run it off, it' 
vyould have been, bar accidents, a very one-sided affair, as 
Miss Glendyne, was quite a class above Her kennel-companion, 
though, the latter has subsequently been immortalised as the 
dam. of Fullerton. a , . 

That Miss Glendtme waa a' really peerless bitch was proved 
the next year (1886). In the summer she,- had the misfortune, 
to break a toe, .and as the time approached for her preparation- 
it was found she was constantly falling lame. The late, eminent' 
surgeon, Mr. Hutton, however, performed a most successful 
operation, and though the bitch was brought to the. slips very 
big and made a slovenly exhibition of herself in her first .two 
courses, she ran herself into condition and wound up with a 
brilliant victory over the midget, Penelope II., who was even 
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smaller than Coomassie, and weighed no more than 41 lbs. 
To see the two bitches in the slips together was really comical, 
and to look at, it was 20 to i on one ; nevertheless, the pigmy 
could go a great pace, and was as clever as a monkey; she 
rendered an excellent account of herself, and only just lost 
one of the grandest trials ever run. We remember asking 
Mr. H'edley, during o'ne of the intervals this year (1890), what 
was the finest course he ever witnessed,^ and he immediately 
said the one under notice. 

\ .In 1887 a division once,more occurred, the heroes being 
'Greater Scot and Herschel; The latter was a particularly 
brilliant all-round performer, and would in all probability have 
beaten his kehnebcompanion, especially as the latter was very 
hard run with J enny Jo^es. 

; 1888 witnessed the victory of Burnaby, The original fix¬ 

ture had to be, abandoned owing to frost, and the draw was 
■declared void. This year is. indelibly fixed -on our memory, as, 
•for the first time, we held a nomination and journeyed to 
Liverpool to see her .(it was a bitch) run; but, owing to the 
postponement, ,we returned to town after a bootless journey. 
At the- second time of asking, Herschel and Miss Glendyne 
were drawn together, and there was great excitement when 
they went to slips; but the dog led and beat her decisively, 

' though she eventually won the Purse, one of her victims being 
our above-mentioned hope and jojy wLo had won two 
courses in great style, before tumbling up against the crack. 
Curiously enough, Avhen the hare to which Miss Glendyne 
and Herschel had been slipped was picked up, it was found 
to have but three legs, though this mutilation was not 
apparent when the dogs were slipped, and she seemed to 
go strongly and well. Greater Scot raised but one flag; 
but Herschel survived until meeting BUnial.)y, wlien he was 
seen to be spun out, and Mr. Pilkingtonls dog won ratlter 
■easily. The runner-up was Duke McPherson, .an .Irish dog 
that had recently been purchased by Colonel Nortli, who had 
just risen on the horizon of the coursing world. His blue 
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dog ma.de a. good show against the winner ; but, to. add .to the 
l)itter.ness of the defeat, the Colonel had the bad luck to lose 
his dog. Since tbeii Fortune hasCome with both hands-full, as. 
in 1889, 1890, 1891, and 1892 he has had it all his own way in 
the Waterloo Cup. In 1889 he sprung a mine on us in the 
shape of his puppy Fullerton, by Greentick—Bit of Fashion. 
Whatever inay have been the opinion of the critics after the 
division bet\yeen this dog and his kennel-companion, Troughend 
—and it is not unlikely. that his colours would have been 



there could be no mistaking his 
quanty after hts brilliant performance iii 1890 and the two 
following years. . - _ _ ■ 

As for Iroughend, the divider in 1889, he did very badly, 
and was very lucky to get as far as he did in the Purse. The 
runner-up, Downpouq was a sterling little bitch, very fast and 
clever withal; with irallerton out of the way she wbQld have 
ea.si]y accounted for the stake. ' ' ^ ^ 

In the Waterloo, Cup of 1892 Fullerton set a seal on his 
tame and broke all records by winning outright for the third 
year running-—after having divided with his kennel rnmpani ofe 
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Troughend (whom he could assuredly have beaten) in his 
puppy season. On this occasion great interest was centred in 
the event; the eyes of all coursers, and a vast concourse of 
those who, as a rule, pay little attention to the affairs of the 
leash, were bent on the contest, and all items of news con¬ 
nected with it were greedily scanned. 

At one time a feeling of uneasiness and dissatisfaction 
prevailed, because at the first draw Colonel North had 
announced his intention of drawing any or all of his dogs 
that might meet Fullerton, in the latter’s favour. On the first 
blush Colonel North was to be commended for a very natural 
desire to smooth the path for his matchless favourite ; but 
when the pros and cons were fairly weighed, it was obvious 
that the proceeding was not a sportsmanlike one. In the first 
place, it would be grossly unfair on the nominators who were 
represented by his other dogs ; and, secondly, were the great 
brindle to pull through under such circumstances, a substan¬ 
tial handle would be afforded his detractors for dragging in a 
host of ‘ ifs ’ and ‘ perhapses.’ 

Fortunately, it soon dawned on Fullerton’s owner that he had 
made a mistake, and having arrived at such a conclusion, he lost 
no time in altering his tactics, and the result must have left him 
heartily thankful that he did so, though, as it happened, the old 
dog did not meet any of his kennel companions. 

For the third time in the history of the contest a postpone¬ 
ment on account of frost was found necessary; but the follow¬ 
ing Tuesday (February 23) a beginning was made. In both 
draws Colonel North may be said to have Ireen favoured by 
fortune. In his first course, Fullerton made short work of 
Likeness, for he raced away quite six lengths and ran clean into 
his hare ; and Maggie Miller in the first ties fared no better 
when opposed to him ; for slie failed to score a point, as the 
brindle led four lengths, and though momentarily thrown out 
at a dyke, managed to kccf) possession until the end. 

The following day he came out like a giant refreshed, and 
tlicn came a.cross a foeman worthy (jf liis steel in Rhymes— 
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UMi.'dl fiv !i ir uu lln- Uu t ilsat liis nt-ck was fairly 

- !ti If !m], ami Jt <iiH tiiiic liJ (tj){M)nc!it liad won the course ) 
hn! juKi I.Tihu;' 1<) kill at !tie critical-iTHjnient, the never-to-be- 
ik n.i'fi t iiauipjf-H pii! in sonic of Ihs finest ^^ork and pulled 
thniiteh. The cfairsc was one of the most interesting, that 
111., ('uj. tonic-,L ha.i piodured ^which is saying a greatdeal— 
.!'td the . nthun’.isin iit the icsult was unbounded. It k thus 
t.jclinic:ii]y dcsC)'bed ;— ^ 

'J’o a good slip Fullerton, led nearly three lengths arid 
scored thrice; Isut .Rhymes shot up as the hare broke away 
and rapidly put togetlicr a sequence of strong points and.soon 
iind matters cqn.alised) he then made a bold attempt to kill 
nncl just failed : this let up Fullerton, who again scored twice, 
but be was not left in possession long, as his opponent joined 
in, and the hare taking them over some rough ground, quick 
exchanges followed ) l:)ut at last the crack- drew out, and 
scoring twice, smartly picked up his hare, and w-on. 

His next victim was the puppy. Patrick Blue, who had 
previously disposed of , Great, Fly and, Burlador in smart 
fasLiion before Ijeing favoured by a bye through the withdrawal 
of Pleasant Nancy, wFo was lame : and though the. white and 
black actually got his head in front when nearing the hare, he 
pecked and let up Fullerton, who flew the drain in grand stylej 
and got up quite two lengths to the good. The puppy now 
crossed behind and managed to .score a little one, but the 
other soon clinched matters by.spinning round him, wrenching, 
and killing brilliantly. ,; , . ; 

The following day Fullertbn w^as due to meet Racecourse, 
a very highly-fancied dog belonging to, and nominated by, 
Mr., Russelbut as he (Racecourse) had got awa3'--with a, fresh 
hare after defeating a very smart puppy in Ivan the Great,, and 
had been run to a standstill, odds of 7 to i were laid on the 
old dog, whilst 2 to i that he won outright was freely betted 
by his supjrorters. The former odds were fully justified, for 
whatever chance Racecourse may have possessed before the 
mishap alluded to, he now failed to make any impression on 
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liis opponent, who led three lengths, and running a magnificent 
course, ended with a particularly brilliant kill. The hare having 
broken across a drain, he was round on her scut like lightning, 
and pinned her down on landing before she could recover 
herself. Now came the final course, and excitement ran high 
when Fullerton and FitzFife were delivered to Bootiman. 
Certainly two more strikingly handsome greyhounds have never 
gone to slips to fight out the final stage of the great contest; 
well matched in size and symmetry, but not in colour, for 
FitzFife shows a deal of white—is, in fact, a white and 
brindle. Fie ran remarkably well in the 1891 Cup, but had 
the misfortune to be run to a complete standstill early in 
the contest. Seeing how he acquitted himself on this 
occasion, the Messrs. Fawcett are surely to be condoled with 
that, through her going amiss, they were unable to run 
Faster and Faster (the 1891 runner-up), who at home was 
always reckoned a good two lengths in front of FitzFife and 
quite as clever; albeit, Fullerton had already lowered her 
colours, and on form should have done so again, though great 
inrprovement was claimed for the bitch, whereas it was reason¬ 
able to suppose that the champion had lost some of his .speed 
and dash. All this is a matter of speculation, for the question 
now to be settled was not. Could he beat Faster and Faster ? 
Irut, IVou/d he beat Fitzlafe ? The latter had run quite well 
enough to promise an interesting struggle, having beaten 
successively Sir Sankey, Woodcote Green, Silver City, and 
Texture—the last-named, who is evidently an exceedingly smart 
bitch, somewhat luckily, as she was easily leading, but made 
a slight mistake at the drain, and FitzlMfe, making the most 
of his opportunity, had just won, when d'exture shot u|3 for a 
mutual kill ; had the hare lived, in all probability the verdict 
would have been reversed—another case of ‘ if.’ 

d o a good hare Bootiman despatched them on their fateful 
journey on capital terms, and everyone held breath as it was 
seen that tlu; yf)unger dog was liolding his own for paf;c ; but, 
nearing the liare, Fullerton put on a grc:at spurt, drawing dear 
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This time the old dog was on his legs quickest and, making the 
best of bis way, drew out a good four lengths for the turn and 
again scored decisively twice, the third being gained by his 
brilliantly Sweeping round his opponent; a slight scrimmage 
now took place, out of which the younger dog came best, and 
he began tq run Up such a smart sequence that the odds were 
in jeopardy; but, not to be denied, the crack came again, 
a series of exchanges followed,- and then FitzFife had an 
innings of small points. ■ Meanwdiile the hare had ringed, and 
they were approaching, the slippCr's shelter. With one of those 
mighty efforts that have distinguished him throughout his 
career, the great dog how drew past, and driving the hare 
before him very.strongly over the bank, swept her up on,the 
other side,: and thus won wdiat may fairly be termed his fourth 
successive Waterloo Cup. 

Had the voting circulars as to the merits. of greyhouncts 
that form another chapter been sent out subsequent to this 
great achievement, surely Fullerton would have stood at the 
head of the .poll, instead of occupying third place to Master 
McGrath and Bab-at-the-Bow^ster ? That his equal.has been 
seen we doubt—his superior we deny. Surely his detractors 
are now ’silentwhere is the flaw in his reputation ? In his 
early.days he was, decried as not being smart with his teeth ; 
but. this theory has been completely falsified by a succession 
of really brilliant kills. Long will it be before we see such 
another, and in bidding him farewell,, w^e can only hope that 
he wull live to reproduce a modicum of his own brilliancy in a. 
long line of offspring; and that his stud achievements may 
rival if not outstrip those of his remarkable parents. 



COURSINC; 


W \ ! I< !<l ()() cur.—WIN VICKS 


fe]3ade . ■ . 1 bl? 

: Magician [Lous^ ) j bb 
; Cento (lace Lucy i t. 
i Humble- Graham 
; Cento . 


lU TeU' : : 

King Lear . 

! Neville 
i I Clive. 

I (Selby . 
i Maid of the Mill 
i Canaraaao . 

! Koanng' lileg 
; Chloe . 

. King Death 


! Bntradier 
! Lobelia 
[ Master McGrath 
, ,, [Covet) 


bk. b. 

%v. bk. b. 
w. bk. d. 
r. or'.f. b. 


j ' 


Liddesdale 

Lingo 

j'ohn Bull 

Weapon 

Wigan 

Autocrat 

Judge . 

Barratoi- 

Judge 

.Beacotl 

Beacon ; 

Jtidge 

Canaradzo 

Terrona - 


1870 1 Sea Cove (late 1 r. b. p. 
1S71 ! Master McGrath ! bk.w.d.p. 
1872 I Bed of'Stone ' ' 

X873 I Muriel 
1874 ; Maj?nano 
187s I Honeymoon 

1876 I Donald 

1877 Coomas.sie . 


1879 ; Misterton . 
1S80 I Honejuvood 
■t88i j Princess Dagi 
1882 j Snowflight . 
1882 : Wild 'Mint . 
Mineral Water 
J Bit of Fashion 
I Miss Glendyne 
Miss Glendyiie 
J Greater Scott 
IHersohel . 
Burnabti- . ■ 
.(Fullerton . 

I Troughend 
F ullerton . 

1892 


1885 


1S87 


1 ’b' . - . , ' 

Nettie 

j Pastinu; ■' 

I by Walton (.Sister 

1 Melon • 

: F.ncbantres.s 
IZoen 
I ]..adv 
I Sanctity 
! IVTargerv 


Catherine Haye.s 
Moeris 
Ladylike 
Bartolosei ■ 
Scotland Vet 
Polly 

FannyV'ickle 
Wee Nel 
Lilac 

Lady Sarah 


w.d.p. 


w. bk. d. 

bd. w.b.p. 
b. d. b. p. 


Strange'Idea 
pSlland ^ 

F usilier 
Cauld 'Kail 

Master Burieigt 
Celebrated 

Contango ■ 
Cavalier 
Ptarmigan 
Bothal Park 
Haddo 

Paris ■ - ' ■ 


I Curiosity 
I Lady Sarah 

I Portia 

i Hebe'' . . 

ij Phoenia 

i Humming Bird , 
j Gallant, Foe' 

1 Curiosity 
i Orla ' ■ ■ 

.j Eraerouin 
i Pretty. Nell ' 

I Lady Glendyne 

I Stargazing 11. 

1 Baroness. 

.|. Bit of Fashion 
j Toledo 
I Bit of Fa.shion 


I.ordMolyneux , 

1 Mr! Balls 
' Mr. Robinson 
: Mr. 1 asterby 
Mr. King 

Ah. Deakins 
j Mr. G.'Polloks 
! Mr. N. Slater . 
j Mr. Temple 

I .Sir St. G. Gore . 

Mr. g!V. Cooke .' 
M. W. Sharpe. 

Mr. G. F. Cooke , 

1 Lord Sefton 
Mr. Jefferson 
Mr. \V. Peacock 
Ml, W. Wilson 
Ml. r.. Cass 
lij. Jatdine 
i'Mr. J. Blackstock 
: Mr. I. Campbell 
> Mr. Gregson 
Ml. T. 1. C, Lislei 
i Dr. Richardson 
; Mr. G. Carrutljers ' 
(Mr. Foulkes 
: J. Legh 


i Ml'. J. Spinks 
. Lord I.urgan 
Mr. J. Brigg.- 
Mr. R. Jardine 
Mr. C. Morgan 
.Mr. AV. F. Hutchinson 
i Mr. R. M. Douglas 
Mr. R. Giitus , 

Mr. r. Lay 
.Mr. 11. G. -Miller 
1 Earl of Haddington 
1 Mr. J. S. Postle 
i Mr. G. Hall 
' Mr. M. Osborne 
.Mr. I- Mayer 
' Mr. E. Dtot ■ ' ■ 

■ Mr. C. Hibben 



















COURSING 


CHAPTER II , 

A TREATISE ON BREEDING 

In giving Misterton a place amongst greyhounds of the past, 
we must use him as a connecting link with the dogs of the 
day, or his blood is intimately intermingled with the running 
strains, and his puppies were so recently running with success.. 
Later on , we shall give a table of this remarkable dog’s 
winning progeny,, together with those of Macpherson and 
Greentick, the former of whom predeceased Misterton , but 
the latter still flourishes and adds laurels to his crown as a sire 
as surely as the seasons come round,. Now, as a basis for 
breeding, winners, we should take these three dogs as primary 
sires, representing as they do a long line of highly successful 
ancestors, and on them we should, ring the changes and em¬ 
body the Glendyne and Clyto family, An indiscriminate-use 
of these dogs or their representatives would, of course, be futile, 
and due regard must be had to size, constitution, tempera¬ 
ment, faulty points, points of excellence and other details that 
command a breeder’s . closest attention ; but when once a suc¬ 
cessful ‘ nick ’ has been discovered, it should be closely adhered 
to, if not on identical, at any rate on similar, that is to say col¬ 
lateral, lines ; such,- for example, as the union of Beacon with 
Scotland Yet, one to which we shall have to make frequent 
reference in a subsequent chapter, which produced Canaradzo, 
Sea Foam, Sea Pink, Cioloja, Bugle, ^d through them a host 
of high-class winners. In recent times we have good examples 
in the produce of Misterton and Lady Lizzie, iVlisterton and 
Gulnare II. (which includes Mullingar, Habeas Corpus, Ayala, 
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Glenmahra, Hibernian, &c.), Macpherson and Rota (Happ)^ 
Rondelle, Have a Cave, lulus, Rotula, &c.), Macpherson and 
Stargazing II., Ptarmigan and Gallant Foe, Greentick and 
Tonic, Greentick and Bit of Fashion (Fullerton, Jujron A^ert, 
Kate Cuthbert, Young Fullerton, Simonian, Netherwitton, &c.), 
Greentick and Governess (Greengage, Greengoose, Greenhouse 
and Greenstick). 

It will be interesting to scan the respective pedigrees of 
these well-mated ones, and try to discover to what the success 
of their progeny is attributable. To begin with, let us take 
the Misterton-Gulnare II. combination. Gulnare II. was 
bred bv Mr. Horner, and was by his dog Harfagar out of his 
Flerrenhausen. Now here is a bitch possessed of good stout 
blood, traceable to the strains that are most noticeable in the 
pedigrees of Waterloo winners. Flarfagar was by Harold (sire 
of Saxon King) by Farrier by Cavalier, son of Cauld Kail ; 
whilst Gulnare, dam of Harold, was a granddaughter of Master 
McGrath on her sire’s side, and a great-granddaughter of 
Canaradzo on her dam’s side. Herrenhausen owns a different 
infusion altogether, but is a descendant of Cock Robin (grand¬ 
son of Canaradzo) and Glimpse of Glory (Goodlake’s strain). 
Turning back to Misterton’s pedigree, we find it full of 
Canaradzo blood, whilst his maternal grandsire is Cock Robin, 
so that the cross is identical with that which produced Saxon 
King, whose dam. Locomotion, was a granddaughter of Con¬ 
tango. Here is an example of constant but discreet inbreed¬ 
ing to a famous strain, but when the performances of the pro¬ 
duce are looked to a curious fact presents itself. The pace of 
the family is concentrated in Mullingar, whose great forte was 
speed ; all the rest are deficient (as regards first class) in that 
respect, though all are stout honest runners. In conformation 
they are of good size and strongly built, with plenty of bone 
and good legs and feet, though some show a tendency to coarse¬ 
ness. 

Now tirat Misterton is dead, Ijreedcrs who want to follow 
up the line indicated must make choice of a successor, and 
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UkU choice wiil naturally foil oji Mullingar, as his perforinances. 
will bear looking into, and. his speed is, undeniable.more¬ 
over, sucl) of his stock as we have seen are full of , promise. 
In fact, we are convinced that a carefully selected com- 
Ihnation of Mullingar with Maepherson bitches will assuredly 
produce high class winners. Our own dog Habeas Corpus 
was a sticker of; the first water with, fair speed, and he'kept 
on winning. That Mullingar was a dog of very great 
courage we take leave to doubt, and on one occasion we 
saw him deliberately ‘cut it.’ Next we wall analyse the Mac- 
pherson-Rota combination. MaePherson himself was got by 
Master Sara, son of Contango, and one of the speediest dogs, 
ever slip]3ecl, wdiilst his dam, Annie Maepherson, w-as , by 
Fusilier (a grandson of Judge), so that there is no doubt about 
his running blood. Rota was by Balfe (a son of Contango) , 
out of Ruby HI. Now it may be held that the cross between 
a Misterton dog and a Maepherson bitch is carrying inbreed¬ 
ing to a dangerous extent; but, supposing there is no cons,ti- 
tutional w^eakness on either side, and taking care that the 
Misterton dog has a fresh strain on his dam’s side,, and. that 
the Maepherson bitch has a like advantage,w.e maintain, that 
the happiest results may be expected. 

We will now pass on to the Ptarmigan-Gallant Foe 
combination, which includes a Waterloo winner in Princess 
Dagmar, Paris (sire of Miss Glendyne and Bit of Fashion, 
hence grandsire of Fullerton), and Jester (sire of Huic 
Holloa and other winners noted for speed). Here, indeed, 
we have -a grand running strain. Ptarmigan was by Contango, 
and his dam is inbred to the Canaradzo strain, wntli a telling- 
admixture of Cauld Kail’s desirable blood. Gallant Foe also 
has plenty of the grand vein, but one remarkable fact in her pedi¬ 
gree is that her dam, Maggie Smith, is descended from a union 
of Beacon, not with his ever-successful and legitimate spouse, 
Scotland Yet, but with Miss Nightingale. A careful study of 
Princess Dagmar’s pedigree (p. 122), and a comparison with 
that of Misterton and Maepherson, will show how similar 
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they are, and how the same telling blood stands out clearly 
defined in each. Paris is dead,, but this variety of the strain 
is aliy represented by Jester, who is a remarkably fine hand¬ 
some dog, and whose stock, as we have remarked above, are 
nearly always possessed of a fine turn of speed. Gay City, too, 
is bred on similar lines, being by Paris—^Lady Glendyne, hence 
own brother to Miss’ Glendyne. His first bitch of saplings, 
or rather such.as we have seen of them, iic haran to our 
liking ; buf it seems as if this dog, himself a brilliant performer, 
is absolutely certain to get some big winners in the future. He 
is a remarkably handsome dog, but his back is as level as a 
billiard board, his tail is set on too high, and be carries it 
badly. We remember judging at a shoiv where he was a com¬ 
petitor, and he had to put up with second place to a dog of 
Dr., Salter’s, faultless in conformation, but who in these running 
days would.have had to ‘look on’ from a respectful distance 
if he had. been slipped with the dashing red. So much for 
show points. 

Now w'e come to' Greentick, and we take the union of that 
game and honest dog with- Bit of Fashion (a speedy, though 
somewhat flashy bitch, but one of the best-looking ones we 
have ever seen), as productive of indubitably the best gret'- 
hound of our time. Bit of Fashion’s dam, Pretty Nell, was by 
Country Man out of an unnamed f. w. bitch by Willie Wylie— 
Miss Johnson (a granddaughter of Canaradzo), whence it will 
be Seen that she is outbred to a considerable extent, and as 
her dam produced London (a good winner and sire of winners) 
to Pathfinder (by Ptarmigan—-Gallant Foe) we may feel assured 
that the cross is a successful one. Besides Fullerton and Bit 
of Jfeshion in her first litter, she threiv Yooi Over (Jii|.ion 
Vert), Yb Doit and Kate Cuthbert, ail winners, bm' second lot 
including Young bMllerton, Simonian, Netherwbitton, Over 
theAlt, «&:c. From a cross of Greentick tyith IMiss Glendyne 
great things were naturally expected, but the result was rathci' 
disappointing. One of the progeny, a lilue brindle dog called 
Cagliostro, ran in the Waterloo Cup of 1S90, and after 
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cleverly defeating Flughie Fearon in the Purse, was put out , 
by the speedy Plymouth Rock, though, had the hare lived a 
lilt longer, the verdict might have gone the other way. Struck 
by the dog’s good looks and his clever performance in the 
previous round, Mr, William Ingram and the writer purchased 
him from Mr. Hibbert.’ , , 

Unfortunately Maepherson himself is dead, but he has left 
four good dogs to represent him—viz. Herschel and Lance 
Maepherson (out of Stargazing II.), Jock Maepherson, and 
Greater Scot (out of Madge). Of these our choice would 
fall on the first and last named, though their puppies have 
yet to make their debut, and Jock and Lance have already sired 
several good winners. We have never seen Jock, but some of 
his saplings have not the best of legs. 

Having rung the changes on these three branches of the 
Canaradzo family, we may find it necessary to breed out again, 
and we must look out for a strain that is fairly remote, though 
it is hard to find any good greyhound that has not the Scotland 
Yet quarterings on his coat-ofiarms ; but a few years back 
Mr. Crosse owned a good greyhound in Clyto. A short study 
of his pedigree shows a digression from the strongly marked 
line that we have indicated, and he was a dog that got a large 
number of winners, though few if aiiy were of the very first, 
order. The most promising of his sons was perhaps Holmby, 
and next to him Clytorus, who, after dividing the Plumpton 
Stakes and showing a fine turn of speed, fell and injured him¬ 
self so badly at Kempton that, he could never be trained 
again. His dam, Mabel, Was by the Canaradzo dog Crossfell, 
which proves the efficacy of the cross. Clyto himself was by 
Caleb Garth, a dog inbred to David and going back through 
his sire, Racing Hopfactor, to Senate, Hannah, and Tollwife, 
and through his dam, who was by Brigadier, to Figaro. Clyto’s 
dam was Clytie by Howden out of Acute, the formier being a 
grandson of David and the latter a great-granddaughter of the 

1 In her next litter by Fullerton, Miss Glendyne threw Not Out, a useful 
dog. Miss Glend3me died in 1891., . 
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same dog> so he was well inbred to a good old-fashioned strain, 
while the only trace of Scotland Yet blood is through Sea 
Foam, materhar grandsire of Howden. Hence, if a dog by 
Misterton' out of a Clyto bitch were crossed with a bitch by 
Greentick out ,of a Paris or Jester bitch, we should get a 
grand cOiicentration of running blood. The value of Clyto 
as a stud dog was evidenced by his getting 33 wniners and 
dividers from his first season’s puppies, and eight saplings out 
of a Misterton bitch fetched 600/. at auction 5 so the cross 
was evidently appreciated. 

, The difficulty is to find a Clyto dog whose efforts at the 
stud have met with marked success. We cannot say we 
altogether like the running of the progeny of Clytorus, but 
we should have no hesitation in using Holmby, and his first 
batch of puppies were decidedly smart. His dam, High Opinion, 
was by Good Authority out of H. P., and through the latter 
(a granddaughter of King Death) he has a dash of Canaradzo 
blood. . Fury, dam -of ,H. P,, was a granddaughter of David, 
and as Good Authority was by Howden (sire of Clytie, Clyto’s 
dam),,we find very close inbreeding to the Tolhvife strain, w’hich 
is very, stout, physically and morally. This, then, is, in our 
opinion, the dog to use to Misterton bitches ; he w^as a sterling 
, greyhound and won forty courses in public, setting a seal to 
his performan^s by securing the Kempton Park Grand 
Champion Prize. All the Clytos are distinguished for quality, 
a matter of great consideration when we Irave in view the 
tendency to. coarseness shown by some of the Greenticks, 
especially those inbred to Contango. 

■Another useful dog by Clyto is Clyto IV., wlro has size and 
substance, and is free from Contango blood, his dam being 
Governess, a thorough, winner-producer, as wlien pul to Green- 
. tick .she threw Greengage, Greenstick, and Greenhouse, who 
between them won oyer sixty courses their-first sea.soji ; hence. 
Clyto IV. should suit either Alisterton or Greentick bitches or 
those that combine their blood. A very valuable strain is tluri 
of Cui -Bono, who was a decided success at the stud. He was 
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-i)v {.ic.nc.'liy Slnintii; I( 3 ea“~r,aiidy.Fc)ll, and his dam was Ruby 
(.sisis:r to Moia), a must .remarkable bitch, as she was n.obonly 
a lino perfurmcr, !>\it as a matron she threw .such first-class 
pcTfonvicrs, .besides Cui .Bono, as Rhodora, Romney, Rufina^' 
Rufus, ibid'i.'inl (dam o.f Iduttering Rersen and Happy Qmen), 
ITc(.'tO)’, .l.sdwino. Balfe, «fec. . - . 

Crilix arid Glamor are both by Cui Bono, and though: 
nxdthe)- is free from Ganaradzo blood, the strain that they,have 
wilt prove l)encficial, even with bitches that are inbred thereto. 

A dog that possesses this blood already fused with that of 
Greenticlc, is Edwin Greentick, and , as he combines two 
crosses of Bab-at-the-Bowster and one each; of Bed of Stone, 
Ruby and Rebe, he may be considered one of the best-bred . 
dogs of the da)f, and should not Svant for patronage. We are 
under the impression that he never ran, having met with an 
accident when in training; his dam was that flying bitch Edwina 
Balfe, own sister to.Hector. , . 

Of course there are numerous high-class dogs worthy the 
attention of breeders of to-day, and in making the foregoing 
remarks we have but indicated certain strains that we opine 
should never be lost sight of, and have pointed out a few of the 
choicest dogs available for Carrying out the theory we uphold." 
Before touching on the practical procedure of greyhound 
breeding, we must not omit to mention a noticeable failing, and 
a very serious one, to be observed in the produce of Greentick; 
For the time he has been at the stud this dog has sired more 
winners than any greyhound that preceded him, and the number 
of sons and daughters which he has had running for him in 
1890 was something remarkable. His puppies kept -winning 
good stakes; but his second-season produce, with a few notable 
exceptions, trained off to an extraordinary extent. Troughend is 
an example of this, and a score of others could be mentioned; 
the one marked exception that proves the rule being the 
mighty Fullerton, who, good as he was as a puppy, went to 
slips for his second Waterloo Cup a better greyhound in every 
respect. We do riot think that a search through Greentick’s , 
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pedigree will expose the weak spot, but we feel confident that 
the cause fs not far to seek, and that it is because the dog’s 
physical powers have been overtaxed, for his early successes at 
the stud did not escape notice. As a rule his stock are particu¬ 
larly robust and stout in their early days, and the decline of 
energy and vital power is not noticeable until their second season 
comes round. It will be interesting to watch thefuture progress 
of. his progeny, and it is devoutly to be hoped that the same 
falling off will not be apparent when the seasons come round, 
As-a . useful index to those crosses that have proved most 
efficacious, we give a table of winners of sixteen dog stakes 
and upwards with names, of their dams, got by Misterton 
Macpherson, and Greentick respectively; following this will be 
found the tabulated pedigrees of some of the most celebrated 
stud dogs of the, day, and of those that are dead but that are 
, directly represented. 

After perusing the tables of winners springing. from the 
loins of Misterton, Macpherson, and Greentick, the intending 
breeder can have little doubt,as to the success that lias con¬ 
stantly attended the strains that have been indicated. We 
have already'thrown out a few' hints as to inbreeding, in fact 
our w'hole argument as followed out in this chapter is entirely 
in favour of the practice if not-carried' too far, and if conducted 
not only with common sense, intelligence, and a general know¬ 
ledge' of physiology, but with wffiat is of still greater senfce, ex¬ 
perience. Take a dog and bitch descended from a common 
ancestor of marked, type or peculiarity ^ neither may show' 
the remotest trace of its origin, neither may they resemble 
each other in any. way, yet the produce, of their union arc 
usually reproductions of the aforesaid common ancestor, 
sometimes wunderfully like, but always recognisable. Tlie 
natural inference ris that any great greyhound can be xc|.)ro- 
duced simply by mating descendants, and, that aJi a breeder 
lias to do is to follow this theory and produce a succession of 
Master MicGraths, Coomassies, Miss (ilenrjyncs, ami Tulicr- 
lon.s ; but such is not the case, and ftir tin’s reason. 
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The iieneral resemblance of the produot of your sagacity to 
liis (or her) ilhistrious ancestor may be striking in a degree ; 
blit take measurements and you will find wide discrepancies, 
and even when points arc,well laalanced and measurements in 
due proportion, there is often .something wanting when the 
subject is asked to display his. prowess ; wTen the weak 
point, moral or physical, is discovered, .our breeder must 
search for it amongst his r'/Aer.ancestors j and with a view to 
the next generation must mate him (or her) with one claiming 
descent sufficiently remote from the same common ancestor 
and being entirely free from the blood of that dog or bitch 
from whom he (or she) inherited the fault. 

A perusal of the tabulated pedigrees herein printed wnll 
show that certain strains bear inbreeding very much better 
than others. Where a particular dog or bitch is concerned 
success may almost invariably attend the experiment, and yet 
an attempt to inbreed to a brother or sister of that dog or 
bitch may meet with hopeless. failure, the probability being 
that some constitutional weakness exists in the latter which is 
accentuated by the process of inbreeding. Notable instances 
of success in this particular are Scotland Yet, King Cob, 
Tollwife, Cauld Kail, and judge. Of these Scotland Yet is 
the most striking example, for not only was inbreeding to 
this bitch herself eminently successful, but it seems to be 
possible to carry it to any exterit, as witness the results of in- 
breeding to Canaradzo, Bab-at-the-Bowster, and Contango. 
Several great greyhounds have had four and five crosses of 
Tollwife^ generally through her son David 5 and the blood of 
King Cob, Cauld Kail, and Judge generally lends itself readily 
to the experiment. The question is where to stop; and we 
are far from advocating incestuous union, though we have 
known even that productive of winning greyhounds. In most 
cases puny rickety whelps would be the result, which, if they 
escaped the ravages of distemper—a most unlikely contingency 
—would never be worth training, and might probably exhibit 
signs of mental deficiency or highly timid and nervous tern- 
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peraJnents. There might be exceptions, and supposing a 
sound, strong bitch to be produced by the incestuous inter¬ 
course of a brother and sister, a father and daughter, or a son 
and mother-r^supposing this bitch to turn out a fairly good 
performer and eventually to be mated with a dog of a distinct 
strain—it is possible, nay, probable, that the progeny would 
distinguish themselves; that is, if their incestuous grand¬ 
parents were the representatives of a robust and successful 
strain. Personally we are testing this theory, and so.far it has 
been borne out to the letter.; but the difficulty in procuring a 
strong and healthy bitch as the result of too close inbreeding 
is so great that we do not advise our readers to follow our 
example; for in our case the original dam was the result of an 
accidental union of brother and sister, and we should not 
have thought of deliberately setting about such an experiment; 
but having thus produced. a winning bitch that was likewise 
blessed with a hardy constitution, we bred out, and in her 
first litter she produced a winner, and in her next (to Green- 
tick) she had four. There is one noticeable peculiarity in this 
bitch which maybe attributable to her origin : she has had 
three litters, but twice she has only throw,p. two puppies and 
once four. 

Having now discussed the theory of breeding, we will pro¬ 
ceed to the practical part, which is quite as important, though 
it does not afford so much food for reflection, certain data 
being alwa5's present, and years of experience having immutably 
fixed the mode of procedure. 
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j Sally Day. . 

1 Star of Woodcote 

Go ^ 

RufTord .Stakes ‘ 

De C-irey Jubilee Cup 

Craven Challenge Cup 

P’irst Club Cup- ' 

Stonebow .... 

I'airation ' 


Talbot .... 

Tres Bieii .... 
Twenty i'hve 

The Guv’nor . . . j 

Graceful Girl . 

Ladvbird 

Truthful 

I.ady Lizzie . 
Redemption 

Fanners' Slake.s ■ ; 

, Isle of Grain Stakes 

TheSiut , . .! 

The Squaw ' , 

The Oaks 

i The Bard , . . . | 

Gulnare 11. '1 

■ -z 

1 Veracity . . ■ . '. . i 

Wainfleet . , . . : 

Welsh Gent. . . . j 

Willoughby . . . ! 

Woman in Blade . . I 

Wine Bottles . . . j 

” . ' '■ ! 

Truthful. ■ ■ . . - 

Lady Lizzie ... 1 

Gulnare II., ' ! 

'Wheel of Fortune . | 

Promotion ‘ : 

Madcap Violet ■ 1 

Hamsey..Stakes ■ 

WestWp ^1 
Wlnchelsea . . . i 

Woodcote . . . . 1 

■ ” ' i 

Lymnese - - ■ ' 

Redemption 

Old Sleaford'Stakes , 

Preston Stakes 

Chapel Bridge Stakes 
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MACPHERSON 


Be at Home 
Be (iood ■ 
Bird’s Head 


Buxton Lad 

Caterham TJ slier 
Charming Sally 
Christmas Day . 


Dingwall 
Duke Macpherson 


Faliant Fhairslion 
Fenton Fairy (late 
ing Sallyd ■ 
Flattering Fersen 




Baby 

Stargazing XL 


Prenez Garde 

Strawberry Girl 
Avon Conway 

Radiant 


1 Manor Stakes 
j Watiass Cup 


: Trabolgaii Stakes 
: November Stakes 
j Produce Stakes 
; ScarisbrOoke Cup 

I Holestone Derby 
j Needham Stakes. 


Flora Scotica . . . 

Footboard (late Backbiter). 

Gentle Eva .... 
Greater Scot 


Half a Chance’ . '. 

Half a Scot. 

Hamilton Palace 
Happy ■ ■ Rondelle (late 
Rondelle) 

ILarpoon ■ . 

Hartington .... 
-Have a Care 

Hayleaf . . ' . , 1 


Str^wLerry Girl 
Peppercorn . 

Bal Cil 
■Madge", 


Sing Song 
Agnes . 

Heart of Oak 
Rota 

Hush 

Prenez Garde 
Hash 


Haytime 

‘Heiice. 


Starlight 


Herschel 


Stargazing II. 


Highland Laddie 

Hostia ”. . . - 

Hush Money 


Holein Lass - 
Lady Agnes 


Ashton Stakes 


Members’ Cup 
,February Stakes 
Burradon Stakes 

j NeW'ton Stakes 
I Sefton Stakes 

i Haytlock Grand'Prize 

I Scarisbrooke Cup, 

Golbourne Stakes-, 
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(late 1 Stargazing II. 


i Last of the Macs . .1 OEnone’ 

Little Giant (late Sailor V.) { Bugle ' 

Meol’s General (late Colin i Sweet Daughter 
Campbell) ■ ' 

iSIeol’s Hero 


Miss Webster 
Penelope 11. 


■, Meol’s Vi.\-en , 

Stitch in Time 


Prince Napoleon 
Rags and if eathers 


Rotula 
Scotch Pearl 

firn k. 1 

Sparkling Gem 
Step Aside . 
Strathpeffer 
Warden 

Willie Macphersi 


I Cosy 

I Strawberry Girl 
I Stargazing ll. 


Sea, Maid 
Hu.sh _ 

Salamis 
Sister Ada 
OSilone 
Salamis 
Nuit Blanche 
Mazurka 

Duchess of Delviii 


MACPHERSON - 

1 ■ ■ Won ■ ■ i- 

i Rainltam .Stake.s ■ I 

, Newby, Stakes . | 

i Cattenck Stake.s ,, ■ 

I Maiden Stakes , . 

j Hutton Stake.s ’ ' , - ■ 

\ Blaydon Stakes ■ 
r Bristol Stakes ■' 

April (Maiden) .Stakes 
Wateiloo Plate 

I Tenants’ Cup ‘ ‘ ' ■, 

j Altcar Club Cup, ■ 

; Members’ Cup 


March Stakes 


Leamington Stakes 
Downshire Stakes 
Foyle Stakes 


Scari-sbrooke Cup 
Brafferton Stakes 
Paget Stakes 
Queeirsberry Stakes 


Mourne Park Plate 
Sleaford Stakes 

Ewerby Stakes 
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Meetimg ' 

, Divided 

1 . Meeting 

North of England 

Prestwick Stakes 

Gosforth, . ■ . - 

Newby 

Selby Stakes 

j Selby 

Catterick 




Willington Stakes 

Willington 


Ravensworth Cup 

■ J North of England 

■ •— . ' 

Wye Derby ’ 

■Members’ Produce Stakes 

^.Wye ” 

Maydock 

Plumpton 

North of England 

Gosforth 

, Rainton Stakes ' 

Royal Stakes 

Rainton . 

Plessy Stakes 

Gosforth 

Sleaford 

Westminster Stakes 

Kempton 

Haydock 

Earlstown Stakes ' 

Haydock 

11 - ' 

Gosforth Stakes ■ 

- 

Corrie (Tenants) ^ 

Oaklands Stakes 

Longtown (Local) 

Altcar 

■ _ ■ 

, • z 


Lytham Cup 



Ravensworth Cup 

Clifton Cup 

North of England 
-Ridgway 


Covington Plate 

p Carmichael 


Scarva Stakes " 

Banbridge 

1 .Haydock 

Haydock 

Champion Produce Stakes. 


Holestone Stakes 

Northern Club 

Wappenbnry 

October Stakes ' 

. Haydock 

Banbridge 

_ ■ . 


Black Brae 



-Z ' 

Lady Hill Stakes 

October Stakes 

Hajrdock 


Bariitdn Stakes 


South Lancashire . 



— 

, Valentine Stakes 

Haydock 

HeWorth Park 

Ripon Stakes 

North of England 


Prestwick Stakes 


Lichfield 

— 

' 

Upper Nithsdale 



— 

Paget Stake.s 

Molyneux Stakes 

I.ichficld 


Altcar - 


Quarrington Stake.s 

Keymer Stakes 

Gordinnog Stakes 

March Stake.s 

.Sleaford , 

Plumpton 

Bangor 

Four Oaks Park 

Sleaford 

Bickerstaffe Stakes 

Bickerstafl'e 


Gordinnog Slakes 

Burscoiigh Cup 1 

Bangor ' 



Ewerby 

December Stake-. j 
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Meeting 

North of Englaiitl 

Newby,*. 
Catterick - 


Haydock 


Corrie 




Haydock 


Wafipenbury 
Ban bridge 
Black Brae 


South Lancashire 
Heworth Park 
'.Lichfiekl 


Did 




i Prestwick Stakes 


Gosforth 


Selby Stakes 


Selby 


Willington Stakes 
Raveiisworth Cup 

Wye Derby 

Members' Produce Stakes 


'fcye 


Rainton Stakes 
Royal Stakes 
Plessy Stakes, 


Rainton 

Gosfortb 


Westminster Stakes 
Earlstown Stakes 


Gosforth Stakes I . _ 

Oaklands Stakes j Longtown (Local) 


Lytham Cup 
Ravensworth Cup 
Clifton Cup 
Covington Plate 
Scarva Stakes 
Champion Produce 

Holestone Stakes 
October Stakes 


Lady Hill Stakes 
October Stakes 
Barnton Stakes, 

Valentine Stakes 
Ripon Stakes 
Prestwick Stakes 


North of England 
-Ridgway 
i Carmichael 
Banbridge 
Haydock 

Northern Club 
Haydock 


Haydock 


Haydock 

North of England 

Gosforth 


Upper Nithsdale 


Paget Stakes 
Molyneux Stakes 
Quarrington Stakes 
Keymer Stakes 
Gordinnog Stakes 
March Stakes 


Lichfield 

Altcar 

Sleaford 

Plumpton 

Bangor 


Oak 


rk 


Sleafeyd, 


Ewerby 


Bickerstaffe Stakes 

Gordinnog Stakes 
Burscough Cup 
December Stakes 


Bickerstaffe 

Bursxough 



coimsiN(i 


(JREKNTICK 


Governess . 
Jinne Macphersi 
j Hedge Rose 


)iOver).i Bit,of Fashion 
. . j Water witch, 

, Bitoi Fashion , 
. 1 ,MadeIine 

'. , . Miss Edith 

,. : Madeline 
. .1 Miss Edith 11. 
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GREENTICK 


Wye Oaks 

Second .Tenants’ Stake 
Valentine Stakes 
ManorStakes 


Haydock Oaks 
Christinas Produce Stakes 
Second Members' Cup 
Christmas Produce Stakes 
Haydock Oaks 
Second Members’ Cup 


Second Haydock Derby 
Second Selton Stakes 
Haydock Oaks 
Champion Produce Stake: 
Haydock Oaks 
Dunmore Stkkes 


Champion Produce 
Border Union .Stakes 
Spring Stakes 
Sunbury Stakes 
Produce Stakes 
Blundell Cup 
Valentine Stakes 
Old Sleaford Stakes 
Wye Stakes. 

Ashford Stakes 

Wye Oaks 
De Grey. Plate 
Sefton Stakes. 

Old Place Stakes 
Oasforth Gold Cup 
I Brownlow Stake.s 

! Newton Stakes 
. I I>ecember Stakes 
1 City of London Stake.s 
i Olantcigh Stakes 



covming 

{iREE.NTICK^ 

Dam Won 
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Sleaford Stakes 
Newton Stakes 
Portland Stakes 

Second Tenants’ Stakes 
Choristmas Produce Stakes 
Pettinain Stakes 
Spring Stakes 
Second Kilmorey Cup 
Gosfortli Derby 
St. Le^er 

Port Victoria Stakes 


I. Sleaford 
j Haj'dock 

I North of England 
I Club _ 

West Raintoa 
Haydock 
Carmichael 
Haydock . 

Mourne Park 

Gosforth ' 

CUffe and Hundred 
of Hoo 
Haydock 
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Season 


1889-go 
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CHAPTER III 

PRACTICAL GREYHOUND BREEDING 

The greyhound-breeder having now njade up his mind as to 
which particular strains he will patronise, and having his theories 
as to certain crosses and inbreedings that may be calculated 
to produce desirable stock, must look to individual merit and 
characteristics; for a certain ‘hit’ in breeding may be clearly 
established both in theory and practice, and yet in some cases 
may fail, not through any miscalculation of genealogy, but owing 
to some defect, physical or mental, on the part of the immediate 
parents, a defect that will surely be accentuated if inbreeding 
is included in the programme. It therefore behoves him to be 
very careful in the selection of his brood-bitches, and in mating 
them he must always keep in view their individual peculiarities 
as well as their inherited characteristics. 

To begin rvith, we think it a mistake to breed from a very 
big bitch ; rather would we choose a medium or even a small 
one, provided she came of a family.that usually produced fair¬ 
sized animals. Very often it occurs that in a large litter three 
or four of its members greatly distinguish themselves, but one 
little bitch may fail to follow their example, simply and solely 
on account of size. Such a one can usually be bought for 
a few sovereigns, and we would as soon breed from her as 
from her larger sister, who had perchance won the Waterloo 
Cup ; in fact, it is seldom that a hard-run bitch ever 
distinguishes herself as a matron, though there are notable 
exceptions to this rule, such as Bab-at-the-Bowster, Tolhtife, 
Bed of Stone, Ruby, Rebe, and Bit of Fashion. 
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In breeding from such a bitch as we have described, when 
mated with a dog of size and substance, there would be little 
fear of the produce being undersized; but she must not, of 
course, be weak in bone, rickety, splay-footed, or in any way 
misshapen,, As we said before, size must be the sole supposed 
objection. 

When this bitch has her litter she will, in all probability, 
be found a good mother, big bitches are prone to lU' on and 



The nursery 

Otherwise injure their whelps. It might be argued lliat in like 
manner it is better to breed from an own brother to a great 
winner than from the dog himself. 

A list of-winners would not, at first sight, show this to be 
the case ; but we think the reason is that the distinguished dog 
gets more and better chances, and unless an unknown dog, l)y 
accident as it were, produces some great wimie't, he will not, 
however well bred, be generally patronised by l u eedcrs. This 
is so with thoroughbred stock unless a horse is ‘ fashionable, 
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])(: gels few ('hances, Eind hardly ever a .^st-das.s marc. VVe 
feel <'erti)in rtii'rc Eire at the present iriomcnt not a few grandly 
bred horses covering half-bred rnares, at five guineas that, if 
tliey laid a fair chance, would produce as good nn average of 
winners ns those that , stand at 50 and loo guineas. In the 
preceding chapter we mentioned a greyhmind th:it would come 
under this category, viz. Edwin ( 5 reenli(k. ^\■c have^mt the 
, remotest interest in him, but from his Irrceding and all we have 
heard of his individual merit (in appearance), w.,- do not doubt 
his proving a successful sire if provided with a sufficient number 
of suitable dames. , 

H;iving procured our brood-bjtche.s, and premeditated a , 
line of breeding that we must closely adhere to, we must try 
to get our puppies introduced to the world at a suitable season. 
Unfortunately the exigencies of nature forbid,:f(S producing 
whelps whenever we want them, but at any rate we can 
determine when not to have them. Those who breed for public 
auction count themselves fortunate when they have a goodly 
proportion of January litters. , A sapling is a greyhound 
whelped on or after January i of the same year in which 
the season of running began, and no greyhound. is .ro be 
considered a puppy which was whelped prior to January i of 
the year preceding the commencement of the season of running. 
So that obviously a litter born from August to December is 
practically worthless for coursing purposes; but a January 
puppy when brought in. front of the rostrum has, a pull over, 
those born in the spring or early summer. , Those*-however, who 
breed to runanay well consider the advisability of getting their 
litters in March and April. We do not mean to say that a- 
bitch coming in season in the first part of November should 
be ‘p^'Ssed, ’ for marly puppies come in handy for early produce 
stakes, and meet their younger opponents at a distinct advantage. 
But it will be -ifeund easier to rear, say, a March litter than one 
born m Januafy ; for just as they are fit to be reared the spring 
will be well advanced, and the months of May and June, so 
admirably adapted for the development of all young; things, 
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will lend iiowerful to the breeder j whereas the rigours of 
Marrh and the uncertainty of April are calculated to retard 
the growth and impair the well-doing of the January puppy. 

'rhose who are anxious do see their charges in the slips as 
early as possible would do well to avoid breeding from a bitch 
that cf>ine.s in use later' than May r, -because dogs born in 
July ai|^d August are 'seldom of much account during their 
puppy season ; but we have known very late ones, that have not. 
run at all as piipjries, come, out in good form the following 
season. 

J )uring jtregnancy the bitch should have plenty of e.xercise ; 
it is ipot. everyone who finds it convenient to let her wander 
nbput - at her swe^-will, though this is the most desirable 
eo-utse ; but, at any-rate, she must be taken out for slow 
.exercise, wb^ must be gradually decreased as .she nears the 
time of labour. . For those that run loose a suitable place must 
l>e provided for whelping, and for early l)itches it will be found 
necessary.to call in the aid of, artificial warmth. A loose box 
in a warm but Avell-ventilated stable is an excellent accouchement 
chamber, .and if the bitch is shut in every night she is sure to 
betMe herself thither when the time of her trouble comes. 
Great.'care must be taken that she lias constant and uninter¬ 
rupted access thereto, or we may have--the chagrin of finding 
that our best bitch has whelped a fine litter to a 25-guinea 
dog under a neighbouring stack . of firewood (jr behind a 
haystack, and that they have all been frozen .to death. 

A beddiE^ of good oat straw, sprinkled with Keating’s 
insect powder should, be placed on a low bench not raised 
more than six inches from the ground, and guairied hy an 
edging, of matchboard four inches in depth, and this should 
i)e, placed iir the corner of the stall Many jreoplc allow their 
hitch, to whelp in an old wine case or other box: i.>ut this 
is dangerous, especially if it be her first litter, as she is 
prone 10 injure her l)abie.s when she jumps out or in. Fhe 
reason for providing a low bench is obvious : not only might 
the whelps fall off, but, in her nalnrally weak condilion after 
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whclijitig, it would he Jiighly injurious for. the mother to have 
to jump up to, or (Jown from, a height. 

If a bitch is ])crmittcd to whelp on straw thrown into a 
corner of the box, it will be found that in a‘day or two the 
whelps will have scratched about until they he oh the bare 
floor, which is not at all conducive to their welfare. Some 
place a piece of carpet and throw the straw on that; but it 
quickly absorb.s the urine and becomes foul and unwholesome. 
Of course care must be taken that aJl draughts are excluded, 
and that there is sufficient light and ventilation. For our own 
part we have converted a row of loose boxes that were used 
for brood mares, and fitted them with movable benches, under 
which w^e have run a two-inch hot-vvater pipe ; this is fed 
from a boiler erected in the furthest partition, and the same. 
furnace heats it and the boiler wherein the food is prepared. 
The doors of these box'es are divided in the centre, and when 
the top portion is open a sheet of galvanised netting secures 
the inmates. 

It is not everyone, however, who can find the facilities .at 
hand, but in most country places there are buildings that can 
be converted to the purpose, and a bay of a Imrn or a dean 
and well-drained pigsty is not to be despised, as. a substitute 
for a iBore commodious lying-in hospital. 

So far we have said nothing about the medical treatment of 
a pregnant or suckling bitch, and if dosing can be avoided by 
all means let it be ; but there are circumstances under which 
it is necessary to have recourse to physic. Foremost amongst 
these is when the bitch shows signs of irritant skin disease, 
whether it be follicular mange or eczema, and she should be. 
very carefully watched,; for should she litter down with her, 
blood or skin disease, her whelps will assuredly contract the 
complaint, and a load of anxiety will fall on the breeder. What 
is born in the blood will come out in the flesh, and although 
the little creatures may appear sound and clean up to the time 
of weaning, they will, nevertheless, break out subsequently, and 
a deal of care and attention will be necessary to restore them 
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to health; often, indeed, every effort will prove futile, and they 
will become masses of corruption. In cases of follicular mange, 
during pregnancy, the bitch should be isolated at once, and 
well dressed with one of the lotions in vogue. That of Messrs. 
Spratt is good. A more cooling diet should be resorted to, and 
a mild aperient administered. Most people prescribe castor-oil, 
but for our part we prefer to use flower of sulphur, or one of 
Norton's camomile pills given every other night till .six have been 
taken. These are mild in their action, and stimulate instead of 
exhausting the digestive oirgans, whereas castor-oil always causes 
a certain amount of griping. The dressing should be applied 
once a week, and continued until the skin presents a healthy 
appearance and alThuinid spots have entirely disappeared. 
In the case of a bitch who has broken out subsequently to the 
, birth of her puppies a somewhat different course must be 
pursued, for ;it would not do for them to take in with their 
mother’.s niilk a large percentage of strong dressing, or to be 
in continued contact therewith. Therefore the spots and sore 
places must be well anointed and rubbed in, and the super¬ 
fluous dressing, removed with a dry cloth ; after which the back 
and sides may-be covered with a light mixture of sulphur and 
vaseline, and the same cOncoction may be applied to the 
imppies themselves when they are upwards of a fortnight old. 
If it be possible to obtain a foster-bitch, of course this plan 
should be adopted, and an .exchange of puppies will mini¬ 
mise the risk of infection as regards the little greyhounds, 

; while the other puppies will,,serve to draw' the milk from the 
tainted bitch and keep her ftom fretting. 

It often happens that a bitch after whelping shows a certain 
amount of eruptiveness during her suckling period. This is 
generally The xesult of too heating food, and must not lie con¬ 
founded with mange or eczema, as it will disappear on change 
of diet and a cooling draught. When the l,)it^h is suffering 
from true eczema the internal treatment is more severe, tliough 
We have found the mange lotion very effieaciou.s, e\'en when 
.the di.seasc-i.s entirely sanguineous and no parasites exist in the 
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tMiHii rnii-. iiric \\r ricDumicnd a .strong dose of sulphur of 
ni.ij'i'i •'-la in itfgin with, and a tcaspoonfiil of ronccntratcd 
csM nr, Ml I Kirill.) placed in llic water daily, whilst all meal 
niiia he n innved from the food, whii'}^..should consist of lean 
re, cat .>nd yiM\\ mixed uith bn)\\n bread, and x\cll Ixaled and 
m,isli'-d (;ni-ot'., iiirnijis, beetroots or tomatoes, tlic two last for 
clioii e. Ill many ca-C'. i-c/eina ja'ovcs a stubborn enemy, 
and its cause and cure x^ary so that fixed rules for treatment 
are impossible, and the breeder must Ije guided ,by circum¬ 
stances ' , ,' 

Constipation is often present in pregnancy- and during 
nursing, and here the camomile pill or sulphur may be em¬ 
ployed; but if obstinate and continual an enema of glycerine 
and Castile soap may lie administered. Other ailments may 
trouble the breeder ; but, as a rule, a brood-bitch, if constitu¬ 
tionally strong, is exempt from serious contagion. It is ahx'ays 
as well, hoxx^ever, to give a bitch a worm poxvder in the middle . 
of her pregnancy, for we are. strongly of opinion that internal 
parasites are often contracted in the xYomb, und not always 
acquired with the food after weaning. 

The bitch should be left almost entirely to herself during 
parturition ; in ninety-nine cases out of a hundred Nature 
is far the best , midwife, and any interference is calculated 
to do more harm than good, though exceptional cases may 
occur when the veterinary surgeon should be called . in, as any 
attempt at an operation by an inexperienced hand is to be 
deprecated. After she has’ pupped and has made herself 
comfortable, the bitch should be quietly provided with a bowl 
of gruel, and no attempt should be made to count or over¬ 
haul her xvhelps. Gruel, sheep’s-head broth, beef-tea, or 
some extract of beef should form the sustenance for the 
first Aveek, during Avhich time no solid food should be given; 
but after that the diet may be varied,^ though very little, if 
any, meat should be included. If there rs a scarcity of milk, the 
gruel must be continued ; fresh fish carefully freed of all boftes 
AA'ill be found very beneficial, and half a teaspooriful of cod- 
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liver oil, with the same quantity of Parrishls chemical food, cart 
he mixed in the feeding-trough. 

Greyhounds are very prolific, and have been known to 
throw upwards of tweike puppies at a birth, nine and ten being 
of frequent occurrenco ; but .such numbers are more than any 
ordinary bitch can manage with justice to herself and them. 
When practicable, a foster-bitch should be ready at hand, and 
this; provision should not be left to the last moment, for they 
are often very hard to procure. It is better to get a healthy 
spaniel, poodle, pointer,:or other bitch of suitable size, served 
at the same time as the greyhound bitch, and then jmu know 
that the time will fit . in; conveniently ; a maiden bitch, however, 
should not be . chosen, but one Avho has already performed 
her maternal duties creditably. However much milk the grey¬ 
hound, is apparently blessed: with, she ought not to be asked 
to bring up more than five whelps at the most; for often 
the lactine flow will suddenly cease, and it vnll be necessary to 
rear the whelps by hand, always a risky undertaking, and even 
those that survive are heavily handicapped for months to come. 

Some breeders are inclined to believe that the moral attri¬ 
butes. of the foster-mother are assimilated with the milk. For 
our part wm do not accept this theory ; but, were it true, a bull 
or bull-terrier bitch would be a most desirable wet nurse, 
likely to impart some of her courage to Wr charges. 

In changing the puppies from the real to the foster-mother 
it will be as well to dp so gradually, and always to leave at least 
one of. her own pups -with the latter. Should it be impossible 
to procure a foster-mother, and should your greyhound produce 
a large litter of, say, nine, it will be necessary to harden }'Our 
heart and doom three or four of them to destruction. We 
are quite avmre that this requires Spartan fortitude, esjrecially 
when a large fee has been paid for some celebrated sire 
to your choicest bitch, and when tlur whole litter present.s 
an appearance of levll excellence. If, us sometimes happens, 
there are three or * four obviously weakly ones, smaller than 
their l.)rothers and sisters, and very deficient in i>one, then 
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ihc (‘huice of victims is easy enough ; but otherwise there is 
always the ilioiight present that you may be destroying an 
crnlrryotVatcrJoo Cup winner. Experienced greyhound breeders 
have various ructiiods of selecting choice whelps, and they are 
guided by gcnenil appearance; but the tiro may easily be 
deceived. ‘ Stonehenge ’ gives a hint which is certainly worth 
attention. '1 ,ct the puppies remain with their dam for a week, 
then hold each up by the tail; the best ones will bring their legs 
well over their head, and you can see which p6s.ses.s length, and 
the promise of good ribs. And here we would impress on the 
reader that a well-chosen pup of this age, even if he subse¬ 
quently deteriorates, will eventually assert his superiority ; and 
however much a grand-looking puppy goes off, he should 
never be despaired of until he has arrived at full maturity, 
unless, of course, he has been disabled by accident, or has 
become ‘ chink-backed’—an axiom that applies not only to 
greyhounds, but to foxhounds, and, indeed, to all members of 
the canine race. 

With regard to early whelps (January and February), it will 
be necessary to keep them in their compartment until they are 
well over their weaning ; but if the place of their birth is 
small and cramped, or not sufficiently lighted, they must be 
placed in the warm bay of a barn or an old loft for an hour or 
two daily, where they will exercise themselves. Great attention 
must -be paid to cleanliness; during the suckling period the 
bitch will see to these sanitary measures if she is allowed 
sufficient liberty, but after weaning the room or box must be 
regularly cleansed. In, the case of a loose box, it should be 
washed out, but must on no account be allowed to remain wet, 
or even damp ; a good supply of Sanitas sawdust should overlie 
the bricks or tiles, and on this should be spread short clean 
oat straw. The tin containing the food should be placed on a 
slab, or, at any rate, the straw and sawdust should be cleared 
from around it, as the whelps persistentiy pull their food out 
of the vessel and would devour a considerable quantity of saw¬ 
dust, which is very irritating to the. intestines. 
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But now we must speak of the process of weaning, 'which we 
have somewhat anticipate^. Should it unfortunately happen 
that the mother’s milk dries up suddenly and.that no foster-bitch 
is at hand to continue tte nursing—a mishap that may occur 
as early as the first week—recourse must be had to the feeding- 
bottle, and Dr. Ridge’s food and Swiss milk will be found as 
good as anything. Cow’s milk, we feel convinced, is not a 
good food for dogs, but if given it should be first boiled and 
then diluted with a fifth part of water. The bottle-feeding 
must be vCry carefully attended to, and should only be tempo¬ 
rary ; for in the case of valuable w^helps—and we trust no 
man would be so foolish as to breed those that are not 
presumably valuable—the country should be scoured for a 
foster-bitch; but when the milk supply fails in the fifth week 
or later, an attempt at hand-rearing is inore likely to prove 
successful, as by that time the little ones will make an 
effort to feed themselves. As soon as their noses have been 
dipped in the basin, and their appetites thus whetted, many 
dog-breeders would begin to give them bread and milk ; a hope¬ 
less diet, and one that would, in a very brief space of time, pro¬ 
duce what are vulgarly termed ‘ pot-bellies ’ and bowed backs—a 
state of things brought about by the internal parasites whose 
presence is, our experience tells us, directly traceable to raw 
•cow’s milk. Dr. Ridge’s food, to which ^.ycerine in the pro¬ 
portion of a teaspoonful to a pint has been added, will prove 
staple food, and after the sixth week Brand’s extract of beef 
(in the jelly form) may be given ; but bread, meal, soaked 
biscuit or solid meats are carefully to be avoided until after the 
eighth week, when the weaning proper beguis; then brown 
bread with shreds of well-boiled sheep’s head may be made 
into a partially,solid mess with the broth of the latter, and even 
the Swiss milk should cease. Now is the time when a careful 
look-out for internal parasites must be kept, and the attendant 
must not cease, his vigilance because the feces contain none 
of these pests, as they are sometimes present for months in 
the intestinal canal w'ithout signs, except those produced on 
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thi' ji.iticMl l»\ their Iiancfiil influoncf. If, thcH, tilt-puppies, 
attf! wiMnui;., ;j;n»w rni.K latod, il^eir Ijaeks round, arKl the 
viiuhn (h',ti!Mtl) limned; if the rft)s arc tucked and easily 
eounicd . il tih noie is dr>, the cfr^mring. llie breath fojtid, 
ilicn till iKUm.il ('ui.elusion will Ije drived at, and prompt 
uuasmci laU-n to n move tlu. jjests ; hut if no portions have 
come nw.n wiih the nuMions, it is difticult to determine tl'.e 
v.u'ci) o! |),-u;isiU ^Mth which the \ictims are mfested. 
1’lien aie two sarietus ire(|uentl> met with in recently weaned 
pupjiies. 1 usi, tlie eoininon tapeworm {TOnia ser7-<iia}, 
which in its disjointed existence'is held by many waiters/to be 
identical with the maw-w’-orm, though ‘Stonehenge’ is inclined , 
to an opposite opinion, which, we share, and for the same 
reason—viz. because the maw-tvorm is almost innocuous, 
whereas the tapeworm proper produces the marked symptoms 
of constitutional disturbance mentioned above. 

Of still more frequent occurrence is the round-ivorm 
(Asmris niarginata)^ which, unlike the Tmiia ser?'ata, is. ac¬ 
quired from liquids, especially cow-’s milk. Ver}' few puppies , 
escape a visitation of the.se pests at some period or other of 
their youth, but they are more easily got rid of than their flat 
cousins, and the effects of thei,r ravages soon disappear. 
Even if puppies fail to show any signs of their presence, it is 
as well to dose them all roimd a fortnight after w-eaning; and 
the agent to employ is santonine. The patients should be kept 
without food for at least twelve hours, when enough of the 
powder to cover a sixpence, made into a bolus with butter, 
should be administered ; half an hour later a dessert-spoonful 
of castor-oil must be given, and the puppies taken out for 
exercise ; and they should be carefully watched to see if they 
void any worms. When the attendant is satisfied that round- 
worms are present, he has nothing to do but to repeat the 
treatment after the lapse of a week or so; if, however, none 
are passed and the symptoms of internal parasites continue to 
be marked, the existence of the tapeworm may be suspected. 
In this case the same preparation for medicine by fasting must 
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be practised, but freshly grated areca rmt must take the place 
of santoniiie, and enoligh of it to cover a shilling. This dose 
most be followed, as of round-wca'm, by castor-oil. 

The breeder,, as s^M^he feels confident that his charges 
are entirely freed froih^efhnwelcome presence of these para¬ 
sites. should give cod-liver oil and Parrish’s chentical food—one 
easpoonful of each daily to each puppy ■ or he may administer 
lalf a tonic ball, as described later on. The former may be 
mixed in the feeding-trough, and in a very short time he may 
"xjrect to see a marked improvement in his charges ; the eye 
-\-ill become bright, the hose cold and wet, the body well 
nourished, the coat soft and sleek, and the spirits exuberant ■, 
‘ailing this desirable state of things, he vdll have cause to fear 
^ome undiscovered malady. 

To cure worms is, in our experience, easier than to prevent 
them. . The tapeworm usually comes from the use of raw animal 
food, and he who allows the cooked meat to be placed in a 
vessel that has previously contained the tuav material runs the 
risk which is also attendant on the picking up of offal during 
(.exercise. The danger arising from round-worms may be 
rv’oidcd by using nothing but boiled water in the kennels ; but 
if the.se measures are attempted at all they should be most 
strictly carried out, for one lapse will render abortive the 
care of months. About this time that ^ dire disease, the 
bugbear, of all cynophilists—distemper—-must be looked for •, 
though we, certainly do not subscribe to the old-fashioned 
theory that every dog must necessarily pass through the ordeal. 
Nevertheless, the frequent appearance of the plague, despite 
the most stringent measures and the strictest quarantine, is un¬ 
doubted, and the breeder must be ever prepared and strongly 
armed against it. Every whelp should be overhauled daily, 
and on the slightest symptom of a disordered .state of health 
should be immediately isolated and a careful examination 
made. 

When the whelps are thoroughly weaned and in good 
health, the question of ‘ walks ’ arises, and here we mu.st 
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begin to discu.s.s the pros and cons of a very important step. 
Personally wc; liave no hesitation in advising the breeder to 
kee[) his youngsters under his owa^:watchful eye, if he is so 
ibriininte as to lie able to afford them hk undivided attention, 
and if he has the space, accommodation, and exercise-ground 
necessary to rear them to the pitch of strength and vitality to 
which they must be brought before they enter upon their 
training. Cramped quarters and overcrowding are fatal, and 
space is a sine qua non when any number of young greyhounds 
are to be considered. Presuming that the advantages we ; 
speak of are at the command of our breeder—in the shape of 
a dozen acres of paddock land—he cannot do better than en¬ 
close six pieces of about half an acre each with iron fencing 
of a sufficient height to imprison the inmates securely ; for, as 
the youngsters wax big and strong, they develop marvellous 
jumping powers. The grass in the enclosure should be cut, 
and a roomy kennel on four small stout wheels should be 
placed within. If it is convenient to enclose a tree, this should 
be done, as the shade afforded thereby will be grateful during 
the hot summer days ; failing a tree, a sheet of bevelled zinc 
coated with whitewash may be shelved in one corner of the 
yard. Such a place will hold half-a-dozen greyhounds from 
three to nine months old; but the whole paraphernalia must 
be so constructed that it is easily taken down and re-erected 
on another site. The youngsters should never be kept on 
the same spot for more than a month at a stretch, nor must 
they be left there when long-continued wet weather has. 
rendered the ground soaked and slushy; in that case they 
must return to their barn or stall, or wherever they have been 
placed after leaving their dam, and road exercise in batches 
for at least two hours daily must be the rule. We say advisedly 
in batches, for several six-months-old greyhound puppies are- 
a rare handful for anyone to manage. Even when penned 
out in the way described above, the road exercise must not 
be neglected, or bad feet, and legs far from straight, may be 
expected. 
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With regard to food, it should be varied oecasioually ; good 
old hound-meal, carejfully and freshly prepared, with an ad- 
nnxture of flesh, and \veli^7Soaked biscuits mashed up with beet¬ 
root or cabbage, are tfle'staples, and the changes may be rung 
thereon. Some extravagant breeders think that no greyhound 
can be put into training with any hope of winning a stake un¬ 
less it has been reared on prime joints of mutton and beef; but 
this is all rubbish, as good sound horseflesh contains quite 
sufficient nourishment to develop the bone and muscle of any 
dog that was ever born. Another useful article of food, when 
properly combined with the others, is plain suet pudding, and 
after all it is not a Very expensive one, and in rearing grey- 
liounds, as also blood stock, it never does to economise food, 
lest we prove penny wise and pound foolish. After our re¬ 
marks about beef and mutton, we may appear to contradict 
ourselves, but in the case of prime joints the extravagance is 
thrown away and no good purpose is served. 

The danger . attached to the, rearing to maturity of one's 
greyhounds is this.. We have, so to speak, all our eggs in one 
basket ; the outbreak of distemper in its most malignant form 
may have fatal results, and the first victims are sure to be 
ourmO-st cherished youngsters. Moreover, to do the thing pro¬ 
perly, quite a staff of servants is required, and, unless these are 
trustworthy lads and have learnt their dutif .s under a competent 
master, they will be found as great a trouble to their employer 
as the young greyhounds are to them. Unless all circum- 
■ stances are favourable, it will be as well to send the wirelps out 
to walk at ten weeks old, and let them remain there until 
they are . a year. old, or until their de]i.iiquencie,s are so 
marked that they can no longer be kept in a. state of freedom. 

, To. puppies reared in this way there are inniimerabkrrisks, and 
the breeder may deem himself fortunate if a third of those sent 
out are returned to him sound and well. If a sufficient num¬ 
ber of ‘ walkers ’ who have any real knowledge of dog.s, and oC 
greyhounds in particular, can be found, the ri.sks arc minimised, 
and the puppies fare better at walk than they do at hotne, 
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r.iiif iorni :i f l:iss that, arc in great rt>(nu-,st, and if they have 
the isri I s^;ir\ knowledge, and take a personal interest in their 
. nar:.;c. no hetfer can liefcaind, hecausc they have plenty of good 
f.Hid at liand, and ('an ]>reparc it properly; but if, on the other 
hand, (aK.'s lHii>[)y n, stuffed wiili rast seraits and offal, he is a 
pretty SUM* victim of mange and eczema, and distemper will 
iiardiy jsass liim b\. 'I'he erime of (liaining a greyhound up 
i-, one that must he condemned most forcibly, and the watch¬ 
ful eve irmsl see that it lias not been committed ; for the 
wile of our friend, having had a dozen (jf her ebierkens de¬ 
molished one fine m( 5 rning, is prone to insist on the culprit 
being so treated, and by-and-by a .rheumatic, twisted-lcggcd, 
s’llay-footed, and useless creature is sent in. Unless a puppy 
walker has had any real experience with dogs, he should com¬ 
municate with the owner or his kennelman directly he becomes 
aware of the fact that' his. charge is ailing, when the matter, 
should be seen to without a moment’s delay. A little knowledge 
is a dangerous thing; and save us from the man who, bn tlie 
appearance, or supposed .appearance, of distemper,, forces saltj, 
tobacco,, and other such-nostrums down our puppy’s' throat. 
Another danger that threatens puppies that are w>-alked in 
villages and towms is that of being. run over, an accident of far 
too frequent occurrence ; there are brutes' in human shape 
who will not trouble to turn their cart-wheels aside to avoid 
crushing to death* an innocent and valuable, dog standing in ^ 
the road or basking iri the sun. ... 

At least once a W'eek the head kennelman, or trainer, 
having armed himself with a good supply of wmrm pow'ders, 
mange lotion, and other products of the canine pharmacopoeia, 
should drive round and thoroughly overhaul all the Avalks,’ 
and, if he finds ailing puppies, should there and then supply 
the necessary drugs and give careful instruction as, to feeding. 
In this way much mischief is avoided. A^ery often greyhound- ; 
puppy w-alkers take a keen interest , in their, charges, not only 
during the time they are under their care^ but also when the 
time comes for the animal to go to the slips for an important 
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-ukv ; and those who breed grcN-hounds on a large scale inieht 

■I- 'TOr»e than follow the example of M.F.H. in ,.ivin" , 
timner to the walkers ana awarding a prise to the be,'t aal'ked 

»l..eh we have taken a particular fancy, at home, aliowil them 

ro loam about at their own sweet will, ami smilina rbr eifully 
wnen a list of their delinquencies (murdered cals, fowls ducts 
torn clothes, and homesteads laid ivasteand devastated) is placed 
wlore us, putung our hand in our pocket and ptying'the pip„ 
leerfully, always hoping that some day a good' tune 111^. he 
We^ anf' "' f‘fiv°“ "lytMcfl cup that hails from 
nunattl) can congratulate ourselves on a long list of safe 





CHAPTER IV 

TREATMENT OF SAPLINGS 

When the greyhound sapling has reached the agh of nine 
months, a course of treatment which will fit him to begin 
active training must be put in force. AVith those that have 
come in from walk, the first step is a thorough overhauling, 
carefully looking for signs of accidents, such as scars, enlarged 
joints, &c. Being satisfied of their freedom from outward 
weaknesses, the skin should be closely examined for symptoms 
of mange, eczema, or vermin ; should such be discovered, 
the youngster must be isolated and treated accordingly, and 
under any circumstances a thorough washing with soft soap in 
tepid water is recommended, care being taken to thoroughly 
dry with a rough towel and rub down with a hair glove. The 
practised eye is pretty certain to detect the presence of internal 
parasites in a large percentage of the saplings that- come in 
from walk unless they have been constantly attended by the 
kennelman on the system mentioned in the previous chapter. 
Anyhow we strongly advocate a general course of physic all 
round as soon as the youngsters have been cleaned up and 
have settled to their new abode. A dessert-spoonful of castor- 
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oil, or, better still, a full teaspoonfu) of German liquorice 
powder, is first given, and this alone will often betray the 
])resence of worms in tlje individual. A couple of days later 
they should be deprived of their evening rneal, and on the 
following morning a dose of freshly grated areca-nut—as much 
will lay on a shilling—should be given in butter ; in short, 
the .same process is to be gone through as was practised in the 
days when they were weaned ; but now the doses must be 
.stronger. If the presence of tapeworm is discovered, those 
suffering from it should be put aside and dosed again with 
areca-nut after the lapse of a week, but those which betray no 
.sign of-parashes should after a like interval be treated with 
santonine. When the owner is. satisfied that his saplings are 
purged of alb such pests, a tonic treatment will be found most 
desirable, and with this and regular feeding on suitable food, 
plenty of exercise and warm clean quarters, he will be [ilcasarivh,- 
surprised at the rapid improvement that take.s iflace in. bis 
('barges. ■ We have already given a description of toiiics tiiat 
are most Vieneficial, and also general directions for feeding, s(j 
wc need only point out that the attendant must be .cinded b'v 
circumstances in his choice, i Cod-liver.oil, for insiancf;. «hicb 
-|s most, valuable where there is lack of flesh and the patient 
remains thin and b tucked up,’rau.st not be admini=:tcred loci 
freely in the summer months, as it is v&^w heatin.g. and is ap;, 

' moreover, to develop an undesirable quantity of internal fat ; 
if sufficient and regular exerci.se is not given, '-i is sure to 
damage the liver and cause a cr)m])!i(.arion (:i 
that a watchful eye and common .sense .'.hoiiip be the geides t.!':;*. 
must determine the quantity to be iissd and U'l dcv.r.ien ot 
the course. I'hesc remarks a])])!)' '.\itl) epual for' ■■ i\i!ri'^bc,' 
Food, a most n.seful agent Ijoth in wasting ('f t’-.'-'e' ar.d re 
there is a tendency to ricketv limb-, and .A i"i'C.-. 

Now is the time' when both liome-rtarc /1 s.iplin.gs ainl 
those that have !)een .sent in from a.ilk nneu. beiiie.t.Md i" 
the kennels jiropcr and rendered anun.ibie to d-s!’oiiue ; but 
on no account must this i)c d/mc till ilex .nc oiU'.'a'c.lj, ue; 



COl/RSJAa 


inwai'lly fn t; of all ailinents. The number of saplings jjiaced 
ill eaf h (iepartinent depends, of t:outse, on the size thereof, 
but in no ease shouki more than five lie left together, and, if 
j.tos.sible, they should already have been accustomed to one 
another’s .society, as greyhounds are apt to be nasty to a ‘new 
ehuinf , - , . ^ 

A.s a rule it is not advisalde to place saplings with the old 
ones of eithei-‘sex, or they may be terribly bullied ; but a quiet, 
well-behaved old brood-bitch or young dog of well-tried and 
exemplary respectability is a most desirable kennel companion 
for the youngsters, and the force of example Is never lost on 
tliem. Under no circumstances must, a dog who has . been 
used for stud purposes be placed Avith any of his own sex. 

Most owners, in registering their dogs for running purposes; 
give them fancy names, such as would be both unwieldy 
and absurd for ordinary everyday^ work ; so it is customary to 
bestow such appellations as Dick, 'Tom, or Harry on the 
saplings as Soon ao-.,.they have been relegated to the kennels, 
unless some name has been used at walk, in which case a .deal 
of trouble is saved, The kennelman should always mike a 
point of inquiring into , this. At feeding-time they should be 
‘ draAvn ’ singly by name, and the allowance of food regulated 
according to the constitution and appetite of the individual. 
In fact, no better lesson can be learnt by the beginner at 
coursing than is obtained by a visit to a neighbouring kennel 
of foxhounds, always provided that the hounds have the repu¬ 
tation of being properly and methodically jnanaged. 

The greyhound is not half such a fodl as he looks or is 
popularly supposed to be; If properly treated he will develop 
into an intelligent, affectionate and pactable anijnal, sometimes, 
indeed, suffering from an overflow of spirits, but he never need 
be either vicious, disobedient, or treacherous. Comparing 
his behaviour in kennel and his amenity to discipline with 
that of the foxhound, the balance is in his favour. There is an 
old adage that a greyhound cannot be a good one unless he is 
a fool; but we beg to differ, and most strongly object to the 
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employment ^ ^ Wanj^rpose^ave o^^aknag wise 
nun laugh. Ihe idea ;as that an intelligent dog is prone to 
run cunmng, which may in some instances,occur buJ on th 
other hand a real fool .of a dog does not possess the Spirit cJ 
emulation .that prompts him -to ^ cut out^ his opponent no^ 
ooes he show the fire,: devil and dash that, enable him tn 
dust his hare m the style so taking to the eyes of experienced 
coursers. y ■ . , 

One of the first cares of the attendant will be thorouo-hiy t,, 



accustom his. charges to the couplings and leads 
must be led , on the roads in the cool of tN- m 
least two hours at a brisk pace. If a quid rdb 
be procured, and the attiJidam n < cmp., *, n< ; ^ 
outside, the youngster,- i an ea-iis i,/ 
‘-mmiendable doci]it>. 'riKv.an S- 
nttcen miles five time-a. k nnieh' , d'- m 
f»cttle down to a slow sua<h running tn.t ,,n.i d|,n, ji’ 
prevented trorn galloping. In p.: 

•dl a.ees may he cm n isid tog, :!„•! , b.m n p,, ^ 

ride fift)yards in the a'.n arnud v. nb , m i . i 
with a long fine b-ii. lie .sii.,iild 1,( -lo;,-, ; 
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this weapon, hut if he possesses a modicum of tact and intelli¬ 
gence lie will be able to check any rough play or exuberance of 
spirits the greyhounds may be inclined to indulge in, and will 
be handy in case of the sudden rebellions which sometimes 
occur, and which are certainly a standing difficulty in the 
way of exercising on horseback. The harmless, necessary 
cat promenading the road or fleeing at their approach is a 
sight that no greyhound can bear with equanimity, and avray 
they all go, despite the ratings of their attendant. Then the 
fun begins: pussy pops over a wall; over go the demons.after 
her pell-mell; she seeks shelter in the cottage of her birth ; in 
rush her pursuers ; over go tables, chairs, plates, dishes ; the 
goodwife is distracted and has hysterics, Avhilst her natural 
protector seizes a hatchet, and in righteous wrath may deal 
death and mutilation amongst the. valuable but unruly 
desperadoes before the lads can dismount and appease their 
wrath ; sometimes^oor puss is caught and torn to shrefte before 
help arrives, and sometimes she sets her claws in tfteye of 
your most promising sapling. Nor are cats the only victims. 
A fugitive collie-dog is doomed, but one that stands his ground 
will probably escape unless an old dog of vicious propensities 
sets on him at once, xvhen all the others may follow suit. Fowls, 
ducks, and other poultry run risks, especially from the jaws of 
saplings that have been reared at home in grass pens ; for, as a 
rule, puppies are cured of this class of riot at their walks. All 
this kind of thing is very annoying, and even if the owner is 
prepared to dip generously into his pocket to make good the 
casualties, a deal of unpleasant feeling is engendered in the 
countryside, and he and his dogs are looked on as unmitigated 
nuisances. The only remedy, and that but a partial one, is to 
muzzle the dogs, an objectionable proceeding from many points 
of view : first, because of the difficulty of accustoming them, to 
the restraint; and, secondly, because even the best patterns of 
muzzle must interfere to a great extent with free respiration and 
perspiration, and, as we have remarked, it is not entirely a safe¬ 
guard, for muzzled greyhounds may cause,as much mischief 
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.system from which they jnay never recover, and in such cases 
those of highest courage and promise are likely to be the first 
victims. Very hilly country is to be avoided, and a flpty soil, 
siK-h n.s is found in Bucks and H^rts, utterly forbids the'slipping 
of a valuable greyhound, as one course would be sufficient to 
cut him to ribbons. Stubble.s, too, are dangerou.s, and very apt 
to produce sore feet. Suitable ground being forthcoming, the 
cpiestion as to the advisability of trying a sapling with an old 
dog arises, and we have no hesitation in condemning the prac¬ 
tice—that is, for the first time of asking, for saplings are easily 
discouraged. An old dog has an immense pull over one of 
this age, and is pretty sure to take every advantage • whereas 
if two saplings run together they meet on even term.s, and will 
wie with one another, thus fostering the spirit of emulation 
which is so necessary in a dog that is asked to win stakes. 

Should it be found impossible to obtain, suitable trial-ground, 
recourse must be^,ad to sapling stakes, affairs that are rp^arded 
with righteous Kdrror by a large section of old-faShIbned 
coursers, w^ho maintain that to run a sapling is to ruin him. No 
doubt this prejudice arose before, the days of enclosed meetings, 
when there was always the risk of a dog being clean pumped 
out; for these stakes were held at large open meetings, on the 
ground used for all-aged and puppy stakes. Moreover, many 
coursers would send their saplings to the slips unfit to gallop 
across a meadow, and how much more so to dust a hare ! But 
at such enclosures as Haydock and Wye most useful trials for 
saplings can be had, and nothing but benefit is likely to accrue, 
providing the youngsters have been properly prepared for the 
ordeal. By this w.e do not meaU thoroughly trained, a pro¬ 
ceeding that would, certainly ruin any sapling, but brought to 
such a pitch of physical welfare and freedom from external and 
internal fat, by the regime that we . have iridicated, as to render 
him capable of putting forth his powers of speed and endurance 
without an undue strain on his constitutibri. 

In such sapling trials a shorter slip is given, and the escape 
is brought half way up the ground, by which means the severity 
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of the course is greatly modified. Moreover, the stakes are 
limited to. four dogs, and if a sapling wins his first course, but 
shows symptoms .of distress, a division can generally be agreed 
upon, or he can be withdrawn. 

Thus a good line can often be obtained, and a dog that has 
acquitted himself well when pitted against a fancied one of 



another kennel will later on serve as a useful trial-dog tor liis 
kennel companions. 

It will now be found an excellent plan to dii ide tlie saplings 
into three classes, keeping them in separate compai'inienls, .-iiid 
placing the best accommodation at the service ol (lass 1., which 
will consist of well-tried youngsters and those who Irom iheir 
([ua.lity, conformation, breeding or.style of moving promisegnsat 
things. Class fl. will eont.n'n ptamiising bul backw.ird oic.r;, in 
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whom time may work wonders, and whOj ais they come on in 
looks, or win a satisfactory trial, may be promoted to the 
superior class. Class III. will consist of very backward ones, 
and such as lack size and substance, or show but little quality, 
but whom one is loth to part with, living in hopes that they 
may see a better day ■, and it is far from improbable that a gem 
may suddenly be discovered in this ragged company. It is- 
wonderful what strides very late puppies take when once they 
begin to improve, and the ugly duckling may yet develop swan’s 
plumage. But the maim, the halt, and the blind, and such 
as have, with every advantage thrown in, failed signally in 
their trials, should be destroyed, or bestowed bn a neighbouring 
farmer who enjoys a sporting course on his'Own land; for a grey¬ 
hound that ‘ is not good enough ’ is good for nothing from a. 
courser’s point of viewc We are quite aware how difficult it is 
to make up one’s mind thus summarily to dispose of a dog of 
whom from his earliest days great things haye been expected, 
and whom we have trotted out with pomp and pride. We make- 
all sorts of excuses for his failure, and are always giving him 
‘ another chance.’ Undue precipitancy may once in a way 
lead us to dispose of what subsequently proves to be a smart 
dog, but in nine cases out of ten we shall not repent the loss, 
and a long bill for food, entrances, travelling expenses, with 
zero on the credit side, will be avoided. 

When the season has finally closed and the erstwhile sap¬ 
lings (now puppies) have been thoroughly weeded out, a good 
dose of sulphur or fluid magnesia can be given, and a dressing 
of black sulphur and vaseline applied from head to foot. 
They can now rest awhile from long exercise on the roads, 
but should be taken out for at least an hour daily and allowed 
to stretch their legs oil the grass. At this period the food must 
not be of too heating or fat-producing a nature, and cod-liver 
oil must be eschewed; but old hound-meal, dog-biscuits, 
lean horseflesh, with carrots, turnips, vegetable marrows of 
beetroots, will form the staple diet, and if a tonic is required 
iron pills may be used; also Parrish’s food mixed with the 
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pudding, in the proportion of one teaspoonful to each dog, 
will be found most beneficial. Now that the youngsters begin 
to look like business, attendants are fond of polishing their 
<'oats up too much ; but this should be delayed for three or 
four months, as the benefit is only temporary, and is calculated 
to produce a ragged and thin jacket later on. 

After a month's rest the road-work should begin once 
more, and must be continued at an increased ratio till the 
puppies are ready to enter upon strict training. 

The leisure can be em})loycd in mapping out a campaign 
for the coming season, and nominations must be taken for 
suitable produce stakes, dire season generally opens about 
the middle of September, when a big and svcll-conduc;cd 
meeting is held at Haj'dock Park. Here al! the ckmicest and 
nujst forward puppies are entered, and if such high game is 
.timed at, it will be necessary to find our best jjupyfies ar.d 
exert every energy to bring them to the slips tra;ne-i to tiie 
hour. JFor these early produce stakes it would obviously be 
useless to , enter anything born later than March, or April at 
the outside j for the more mature ones, that .saw the light at 
the ushering in of the new year, hold an advantage that can 
only be wiped put by phenomenal merit, tliough the May or 
June puppy may.turn the tables in a .stake run in the eu.-uing 
spring, if not earlier., These facts will therefore giuck; th'C 
courser in taking his nominations, and his plan for the season 
being satisfactorily decided, he should not troubk; Ic'm-.eff 
abcjut the j)uppies until the beginning of July, bcyoi!-;] scc'c.: 
that they are properly fed, exercised and kept in a state of 
Imisterous health. 
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THE GREYHOUND IN TRAINING 

'Stonehenge,’ in his standard work on the greyhound, gives 
very explicit directions for. the reduction of fat and weight, 
tvhereby a dog that was absolutely unfit may be hurriedly 
prepared for a stake. With such we shall not deal; but rather 
we shall presume that both puppies and older dogs have by 
degrees been prepared for the final touches by the regular and 
gradual treatment that we have advocated in the preceding : 
chapters. Hurried preparations are seldom satisfactory, and 
though in soine instances a dog thus treated may see the end 
of an important stake, it is generally more by-good fortune 
than by reason of his training • even if his first two courses 
are brilliant, a sudden collapse is likely to occur in the third. 
If the dogs are thoroughly well exercised and carefully fed 
during the summer months, very little extra work is needed to 
complete the winding-up process ; nevertheless, the trainer must 
be very careful that he does not ‘bring On’ his charges too 
■quickly; if a dog, and especially a puppy, is prematurely 
wound up to concert pitch, he is sure to run down and become 
.stale before he is wanted. 

In this treatise on training we shall only deal with dogs 
that are presumably fit to begin work, that are in themselves 
■sound and well, and that will eat with relish \yhat is given to 
them. It may be the lot of many a trainer to have a dog to, 
prepare that is gross and fat, with soft feet and long nails, or . 
■one that is so upset by strong work that he goes off his feed. 




i',.i md j!'>! infAi (.■initicntiv stirt cssf'ui, Wu say fciiniiar, 

luf.ii.t-i di' ii.ituir of tin- hoiiMi! am] hi^ c'^ifonnation are 
ii(,; i.lcjiS''-.1 iSiili tiui.M ur‘lhr lon.L; \or lias the foster- 

iiK' i-t tfi, ( fl ii, 1). ( oii'.iik'/t.'d in the preparation of the 

former. ' . 

in ihe (Mii) fiay>, snv from the beginning of July, slow 
( \e;i i'i 0)1 tile road: in the early morning, and a frolic on the 
en.r.s in die neinne, wil! be sufficient. As lime goe-> on, the 
dni.iiion of e\erei',e must tie increased ; hut if an\ member of 
tfii suing is footsore mi ins return to kennel, or aiijiear.s inert 
and jaded, he must be eased in his work. On returning from ' 
road e.\) r( ise the iminer should wash the feet of his charges m 
- u (.'ug bi'ini. or a .sai urated .-ailution of alum. If an\ inflammation 
or soreness is visible, an .ipplication of Friar's Balsam will give 
relief : but the individual mu.st not go again on the roads until 
the symptoms have entirely disappeared. If a gash has been 
cut by a flint or piece of broken glass, the- ayipHcation of 
Spratt’s Locurium—-a most valuable preparation—will be found 
efficacious. ' - . . : , . . g 

The next, [iroceeding is thoroughly to rub down each dog 
with a. horsehair ha.nd-glove. Tlris ma.ssage , should; begin at 
the shoulder and forelegs, be carried down the back and loins 
to the root of the stern, and end with the ihighSj .-stifles, and 
hocks; after which a clean cha.mois leather .may be applied. 
The usual time for feeding greyhounds in training is the middle 
of the day ; but we much prefer it on their return from evening 
exercise, for two reasons ; first, the dogs are more likely to curl 
themselves up and pass a restful night if fed late ; whereas, if. 
they are given their meal earlier they are prone to prowl about 
and sing choruses that, however charming, to' their own ears, 
are not at all calculated' to call forth blessings from their human 
friends who have the misfortune to dwell \nthin hearings 
Secondly, dogs that are accustomed to a midday meal 'will be 
upset by the want of it when engaged at a coursing meeting-p 
for, of course, conditions may not be favourable for them to be 
indulged. , , - 
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The question of gallops is one that requires more thought 
and tact than that of road-work, as with the former there are 
many matters to be considered and many theories to be 
advanced j with regard to the latter, the duration of the exercise, 
and the pace, are all that need trouble the trainer. If a horse 
is employed for the purpose, we should advise a walk of a mile, 
then a steady increase of pace for two miles, taking care that 
the dogs do not gallop but settle down, like hounds, to a sling¬ 
ing trot, then walk again, and so on alternately until at least 



twelve miles have been traversed. As condition improves the 
trotting can be increased and the walking lessened. IMany 
trainers are of opinion that this style of road exercise is calcu¬ 
lated to ‘slow’ a greyhound ; and we ni'c hardly prcjiarcd to 
contradict the theory emphatically, thmigh our opinion is not 
in accord. AVhat we do assert is, th.at the effect on stamina, is 
most iriarked, and the advantage that flogs thus trained lia\e 
over those that have only been nm/kcd o/il is \-i,-ry m.a.nifcst al 
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l'i:ive alwMVM held tliat, where a dog is being trained for an en- |f 
closed meeting, a preparation widely different is necessary ; f 
l)iit as this style of coursing is practically moribund, it would - 
serve, no good purpose to enter upon the subject at any 
length. . ; ■ ' ’ -; • 

True, Haydoclc Park still exists and flourishes ; and in 
Ireland there are more than one of these enclosures ; but an 
English or Scotch dog that runs at Haydock most, for the ^ 
rest of the season, look for his laurels in the open. - ^ 

Stamina, then, is as important as pace, and many a half- 
trained flyer is out-counted by a plodding dog who means ; 
being there ’ as long as the hare lives. • 

Now comes the question of gallops, and, to begin with, it . 
will be necessary to find a strip of sound turf on the decline, or 
slightly undulating. With young greyhounds it is a fatal mis- , 
take to gallop them uphill; for that, we have no doubt, is highly 
prejudicial to speed, and induces an undesirable shoulder , 
action, Avhereas a gallop on a decline is calculated to produce 
speed and develop the shoulder. There are several Avays of 
galloping greyhounds, and the one usually practised is for a 
boy to take the string some three furlongs from the trainer. 
The latter then holloas or whistles, and the boy releases one 
that is sure to go straight ; when this one has traversed a 
couple of hundred yards another is slipped, and so on until the 
Avhole string is under weigh-—each one Avill strive to overtake 
the dog in front of him, and Avill thus be properly extended. 

If sufficient interval is not alloAA'ed they overtake one another, 
and rough play begins, generally ending in torn flanks and 
perforated thighs. ... , , ' 

When the gallops are increased in length, the trainer must 
mount his horse and gallop away whistling, when in like 
manner the dogs are slipped one by one, and in their eagerness 
to overtake the horse they will refrain from interfering with one 
another. : , 

It is very important that the horse selected for this duty 
should be thoroughly quiet, or disastrous results may ensue; 
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I’he most likely animal is a hunt servant’s horse, that is 
thoroughly accustomed to hounds crowding round his legs ; 
such a one is not only free from kick, but will carefully avoid 
treading on them, whereas one that has not been accustomed 
to hounds is almost sure to let fly when they come racing up 
to his heels—bounding and barking as is their wont—and even 
if he refrains from so doing, is likely by clumsiness and 
fidgetting to put his hoofs on their precious toes. 

Those who have closely followed ‘ Stonehenge’s ’ directions 
for galloping greyhounds, and now turn to these pages, will be 
struck by the fact that the great sporting writer advocates up¬ 
hill galloping and long work. In fact, he goes so far as to say 





that the trainer 
should mount his 
horse and gallop his 
chai'ges for four miles 
at /of speed. "J.'his, \\'e 
confess, is positivel}' 
astounding. 1 ’erhaps 

the greyhounds of the 
day are a degenerate lot ; but wc fanc)- that there are very few 
whose constitution would stand such an ordeal. And Avhai. 
about the horse? The days of Tleac'on courses and rides to 
Ghent, not to mention York, arc o'rcr, and if grighonnds arc 
n/jt what they were, the same applies to horses - yea, e\'en io 
trained racers. 

Xo, we opine tkiat stamina siionld be induced li)- roa<l wori;, 


Exercise in the paddock 
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the dogs are fully extended. It is true that greyhounds have 
i:o cover long distances when contesting a. course in public; 
but the very bends, wrenches, and tufrts.afford relief that is 
not obtained in a straight-away gallop, in the .same way that 
a. racehorse, who cannot stay home in a five-furlong sprint, 
Ls often seen to advantage in a race of two miles over 
hurdles. ^ 

When we advised that the first gallops should take place 
on a decline, we did not mean that this should apply to the 
whole period of training. As condition improves and the date 
of ‘cherry-ripeness’ approaches, undulating ground will be 
desirable, so as to bring into, play all the muscular powers but. 
we still object to a long incline. 

Every day the trainer must overhaul his charges, and the 
first spot on which he must-place his. hand is. the chest and 
brisket. If these, and, particularly the former, are soft and 
flabby, then is the subject far from fit, and increased work will 
be necessary ; but if they are fiifni. and hard to the touch, 
a near approach to fitness is indicated. Next, the hand is 
passed down the neck, back, and quarters, and second thighs, 
and here the.eye will aid thebouch ; but experience alone will 
guide the two. 

The question of weight is a most important one, and every 
kennel should be supplied with a machine for , the purpo.s.e. 
A weighing-machine has been invented of late which is much 
in vogue at dog shows, where, the exhibits . are classified , by 
weight, and this is Well adapted to the purposes of the grey¬ 
hound trainer. It consists of a cage or cradle of galvanised 
iron in which the dog is easily ;fiaced, when the exact weight 
is registered oil a dial. 

.It is almost an axiom. with trainers that the weight of ’ a 
twelve-months-old sapling, when in full and lusty condition, 
but not fat, is the weight at which that dog should run as a 
puppy when trained to the hour. There are frequent exceptions 
to this rule, as some dogs train lighter than others, while 
some show to greater advantage when running big ; but the 
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rule is a good one to keep in view when reducing flesh, and 
is for the most part approximately correct. When once the 
trainer has found the weight' at which a mature dog shows to 
greatest advantage, the weighing-macliine will always answer 
the important question as to ripeness, and will frequently check 
a tendency to over-train. 

The advice we have given as to the linal preparation of 
greyhounds must only be taken generally, as it is impossible 
to lay down any hard and fast rule, for the simple reason 
that the constitutions and temperaments of greyhounds vary 
to a remarkable degree. The old saying that ‘What is one 
man’s meat is another man’s poison,’ is peculiarly applicable 
to greyhounds ; a preparation necessary to enable one dog 
to stay to the end of a big stake would send another to 
the slips jaded and ‘ over - marked.’ Here is where the 
ability, experience, and intelligence of the trainer are tested. 
It is his duty to mark the running of each of his charges most 
carefully, and when he sees one display fire and dash, together 
with stamina, he will know that he has had a preparation that 
suits his constitution. But when a kennel companion that has 
had identical work shows speed and smartness in his first or 
first two courses, but, without undue pumping, or any unforeseen 
contingency such as a cut or a sprain, fails to raise a gallop, 
and lobs along behind his opponent without attempting to 
share the work, he may reasonably suspect that the dog is 
over-trained, and on a future occasion it will be as well to send 
him to the slips a pound or two heavier. 

There are many greyhounds who, starting in a stake a bit 
above themselves, yet manage to survive a couple of courses, 
and, improving as they go on, run themselves into perfect con¬ 
dition, and wind up brilliantly. Examples of this are very 
frequent, and a notable one is Miss Glendyne, who was 
decidedly ‘jolly ’ when she went to the slips for the Waterloo 
Cup the year following that in which sire had divided with 
Fullerton’s dam, her half-sister Bit of Fashion. She ran her 
first two courses in very slovenly style ; but by the time she 





met Penelope IT. in the final she wa.s thoroughly fit, ami* her 
displ’iy was otie of the grandest ever seen. , 

'!’hc tliat \vc have (|uoted as applied to work is of 

slili giriucr ioree when the alPirnportant que.stion of food is to 
hi* ronsidi'rcd ; and here, again, observation and study of the 
individual must constantly occupy the trainer’s mind. It used, 
to he considered a sine quii non that the only way. to prepare a 
dog was to stuff him with unlimited mutton, on the principle 
adopted by domestic servants, I suppose, who fanc}^ that they 
will drop down dead or foint over their menial tasks if they, 
fail to consume a sufficient poundage of ‘butcher’s meat.’ We. 
are quite opposed to this, idea, and feel convinced that nothing 
upsets a dog’s stomach and renders him stale, and useless more 
than a continued use of toasted mutton, without a variety of 
other food. A greyhound will stand his road-work and gallops 
for several months, and flourish thereon ; but stuff him with a 
surfeit of animal food for one month only, and the chances are 
he will utterly lose his form. It is very'easy to a.scertain. 
when a dog has had too much animal food—on examination, 
the feces will be found to be black if, on the contrary, there 
has not been a sufficient quantity, the motions will be almost 
colourless ; when they are the colour of ochre the proportion is 
correct. 

When a dog has been trained, and run for a stake, and is . 
wanted again, in, say, three weeks’ time, it is a good plan to ‘ let 
him down,’ i.e. his exercise should be gentle and only sufficient 
to keep him healthy and active, and his food should consist 
of old meal, brown bread, vegetables, trotter jelly, and broth 
of sheep’s heads. No more solid animal food should be given 
till within ten days of his running again. As soon as he 
returns from the first meeting he should have a dose of Epsom 
salts or German liquorice powder, to be followed/by a tonic 
ball. It is wonderful how this treatment and the cessation of 
solid animal food wall freshen the stomach, and prepare the 
dog for another ordeal. The resumption of solid mutton for 
a W’^^eek previously to running will be found ample ; even if he 
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went to the slips on the former occasion rather stale and 
over-trained, he may now appear in totally different colours, 
and surprise everyone by his smartness. 'Very likely this will 



cause him to be dubbed an unecitain animal. Inil ihe la 
will know to what his success is <lue, and will make a n< 
it for further use. 
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antniincd arc common ciiough, and their connections imme¬ 
diately say, ‘if Fly~by night could perform like that in such 
condition, what could he not do if thoroughly prepared?' So 
they proceed to trot and gallop him vigorously, stuff him with 
slices of mutton from prime joints, and bring him to the slips 
heavily backed for a big stake ; and great is their dismay when 
he is upset in the first round, perhaps by a dog whom he easily 
beat when untrained. 

As with racehorses so with greyhounds : many an under¬ 
trained one wins, and many an over-trained one goes down. 
Moral;—It is better to under-train than to over-train your horses 
and dogs. ' 

. Many trainers are in the habit of ‘ letting down ’ their 
charges immediately before running—that is to say, they give 
them a strong preparation to within four days of the meeting ; 
they then dose withEpsom salts, and substitute a light farinaceous 
diet up to day on which they are to run. The wisdom of 
th.s plan we take the liberty of doubting, believing that a too 
sudden reaction of the digestive organs would be induced, and 
a consequent relaxation of nerve and muscles ensue ; and we 
have noted that greyhounds thus treated have perhaps shown 
speed and brilliance, but have l^iled to stay beyond a course or 
two, even when they have been lightly let off. With regard to 
general feeding, variety should be the watchword j for, however 
good the food may be, no dog will thrive without a change, 
not only in the ingredients used, but in the method of prepara¬ 
tion and the consistency of the pudding. Taking a dog of 
ordinary constitution whose peculiarities are unknown to us, 
and given a month to prepare him for a stake, we should feed 
him as follows, having Trst administered opening medicine 
followed by alterative condition balls, and an external, dressing 
- of black sulphur and train oil. 

For the first week. —^^¥ell-boiled and shredded horse-flesh 
with its broth, old hound-meal, mashed turnips and beetroots. 

Second week .—Toasted horse-flesh cut into small squares, 
brown bread, trotter jelly, carrots or parsnips. 
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Having regard to this difficultyj the hope^ of u courser’s 
kennel should never be entirely, centred in bitches ; and so often 
docs, this exasperating disappointment occur, that there are 
many old and knotHng hands who never train of run bitches, 
but keep them, if found in the kennel at a]l, ;Solely for breed¬ 
ing purposes. ■ . , , , 
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CHAPTER yi 
ENCLOSED' coursing C ■ 

The idea of enclosing grounds for coursing purposes originated 
with Mr. T. H. Case, who, as. is , well known, showed marked 
accinaintance with the habits of the hare, and also considerable 
powers of organisation. Towards the end-of December, 1876, 
the ground at Plumpton, \yhich had been enclosed with wire¬ 
fencing at considerable expense, was ready for the first meeting 
to be held in the, new style. A programme, cdhsisting of a 
thirty-two, two sixteensv two eightSj and a four. Was considered 
large enough to start w'ith, and the stakes filled without diffi- 
cultye The dinner and dratv Avere held at the Gloucester 
Hotel, Brighton. The late General Goodlaki.-, r..-;;, 

. an active part in the general arrangements, and also used 
his influence to have special trains run from London anci 
Brighton at convenient hours each morning. The nrir.oinal 
event was the .Street Place Stakes, which was won by Mr. H. G. 
Miller’s Master Banrigh. Mr. ' 1 . Quili.imptonk Ou.rwr rr.;, 

■up,. The- success which attended the first fixture induced Mr. 
..Case to increase the entr)? fee, and in the following March we 
had the .Southern Cup for tivlrty-iAs-o .Ml-.im-'.' a'. ?o/, uico. 
This Irroughl eiglil ex-\\':ucrlooers 10 na n. K ; n.,--k 

Rustic, Kilkenny, .Ser.api.'^. Huron. Su Magnu-, Cwi '.n n I'ia 
Squatter, and Higii Giih rsnic. i iic ^l.akc icMified in j d:\ \-ii n 
between Mr. G. UarHnsunb Dark Rn.stif .md Mr. if I Icy.-, .>,)•' ■. 
Early Morn, d'he following Aiwr inoie impoii mt .‘-uki ^ w,-.- 
run for, the entry for the Guat Soutluin ('up o-iMa- i.'in .'.h 
sgrtbers; being increased to 1.?/. lo.e ea<'h. dm winner te, n , . 
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250/. and a i)ic'ce of ])Iatc value 50/, In the final course Mr. 
.1. Dari in sons Deceit beat Mr. ( 1 . Woodward’s Woodland 
King. 'J 1 iC fame of the PU.im])ton ground had now spread 
iiir and wide, and we had amongst the Irisli .supporters Lord 
l-Airgan. Captain Archdale, Mr. F. Watson, and Mr. J. Sands, 
rbther patrons of the meeting were the Duke of Hamilton, 
i.ord St. Vincent, Sir John I). Astley, and Colonel Goodlake. 
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noccssity. tfom (hat timeoldrfashioned nieetings droppedpufc- 
one by one, owing the scarcity of game. 

1 he September fixture in 1884 was a very successful 
meeting at Plumpton, the (Irand Produce Stakes of 6/. each, " 
]/. ft., securing no fewer than 128 runners, out of an original 
entry of 298. iKe jirues were 500/. the winner, 150/. the 
second, and 50/. each third and fourth. For the deciding 
course Mr. 1. Graham s Glen Islay, by Glenlivet—Glengowan, 



and Mr. H. J. Norman’s Newsboy, by 5’cter Is'ciIm'. 
after an undecided. Mr. G. \\'. Iau's ],;rJia .cud J.rc': 
were third and fourth. 'I’he meeting ua-. canit,-! on U.' 
another five years, but des])ite ihc erer lion of a < onmio-dio;"^ 
stand, the'^^ttside jniblic held aloof, and Idbruai', 
the last of file Idumpuai gathering'^. 

Go.sforth followed Plum])!on (the en< lo-.un- bi mn ni.'.de : \ 
•Mr. Case), and was well suj)|iortt‘d, as might be o\]ie< ti d nom 
the number of greyhounds kept m tin. noidi of Fngkmd. .0 vi 
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llu; ardour with wlijch coursing has always been pursued in 
this !o<;a]ily. ’I'Ik; trials at‘ (losforth during Mr, Caseys manage¬ 
ment were of. tlie very best description. Coursing continued 
to nourish there until .March 1889,- when several of the 
directors who did not care for the sport called a special 
meeting of the company and it was-resol ved to discontinue it.. 
The following return of the winners and runners-up in the ■. 
Gold Cup shows that sj^eed has well served at Gosforth, for.we 
find that a greyhound like' Cangarop,, whose only redeeming 
point was speed, carried off the pirize from a brilliant per¬ 
former like Greentick. Many greyhounds who distinguished 
'themselves in the open, ran at Gosforth, notably ■ Mineral 
"Water and Burnaby (both Waterloo Cup wunners),. Free 
Flag (Netherby Cup winner), . Markham (Netherby, Cup, 
divider as a puppy), Waterford, Todlaw Dene, Nimrod,. Glen- 
kirk, and Plymouth Rock, whose names ryill all be found in 
the following list:— c _ / W . 

1881 

THE HIGH GOSFORTH PARK GOLD CUP, at 6/. lox 
each ; winner 150/. and gold cup, value 50 guineas, second,90/, 

64 subs. , ' 

Mr. G. Darlinson ns (Mr. J. Hinks’s) be d Marshal M‘Mahon, 
by Master Sam—Death, beat Mr. W. J. Morrison’s bk d Free Flag, 
by Freeman—British Flag. , c 

1882 

GOSFORTH GOLD CUP, at 10/. lor. each ; winner 500/. and 
gold cup, second 200/. and silver cup ; ,128 subs. 

Mr. G. J. Alexander’s w bd d Alec Halliday, by Fugitive—Free 
Trade, beat Mr. W. Osborne’s r or f d Waterford, by Bothal Park 
—Curiosity. 

1883 

GOSFORTH GOLD CUP, at 10/. lor. each ; winiier 500/. and 
cup, second 200/. and piece of plate ; 128 subs. 

Mr. L. Hall ns (Mr. A. Vines’s) wf d Markham, by Banker— 
Pall Mall, beat Mr. O. Markham’s bk w d Woodpecker, by Bed¬ 
fellow—Agricola. ’ 
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JOO/. and gold cup, second 300/. and piece of plate ; 12^^^ 

i d >,iniiod, by Misterton—Fair Helen. ^ ^ . 

1885 

GOSFORTH GOLD CUP, at ta/, tat. eact, .Oh 500/. add.d • 

p, , ■ .. 1,000/., second 250/. ; 128 .subs. 

Mineral Water, by Memento-Erzeroum ' 

; ; ■ 0 D™: 

i 1886 

UOSFORTH C.OI D Ct-p, ,v, ,,,, ^ 

y , • Winner 1,000/., second 250/.; 128 subs. 

/ Mr. H. Emmerson ns (Mr. J. KcllelFs) bk d' Canuaroo by 
l^othal^ Park-Bundle and Go, beat .'\i;r. R. F. Glaclstone/s bd d 
v.<reentick, by Bedfellow—Heartburn. ' ' ( ‘ 

18S; 

'bOSFORTH GOLD CUP. at n/. iar. e.uk. u.-ith 500/. aokucd . 

, t ""’inner 1,000/., second 250/. ; 12S subs. 

Mullingar, by Misterton-Guinare U.. 
oeat Mr. E. Dent s w bk d Hub Halloa, by Jester-Conntcss. 

-p - " "■ ;■ „ . : 1S88 - ■ 

CX)SFORTH GOLD CUP, at ,0/. tor. each : winner 4;o/, sad 
■' ' pMue 50 guineas, second IQo/.'; irnsnbs. ' 

Mr. E. Dent's w bk d Huk Halloa, bv Jester ■ Courtesc un- 
Mr L. Pilkington’s bk wd Burnab>, In ID fid 
divided. 'W ' * •■ "■ ”. 


<M)SF<.I<TH gold CLP, at o,/. jc i, ; 

Mr. T. Kdwardk r d Gj. nLi.i. hy 
i' i)d 1) K'\*e ( .'I'h.!'. b, 
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l'';i!shion ; and Mr, W. Paterson’s r w d .'JMyinouth Rock, by 
(arrr;i,ts;c --]'rocc.ss, divicleclj without the latter runniuj^ his bye. 

Kernpton cttrac next, and, the fact of Mr. S. H. Hyde being 
at the bead of affairs (connsing) was a guarantee for good 
management. It wa.s over the:Sunbury pastures that the first, , 
i,ooo/. prize wasrun for, the ground,,like Haydock;, .being a dead ;. 
flat. Hares ran very weakly at first, and coursing was a com¬ 
parative failure, but after a year trials were fairly , good, , and ■ 
continued to imj^rove subsequently. Coursing at Kempton took ; 
immensely at first with Londoners, but after , a few meetings 
the attendance fell off, and the patronage of the general public 
became so scant that the directors, resolved, to cease holding , 
meetings, and the champion fixture of ,|anuary ,,.1889 was , , 
abandoned. f 

The reason given was. that- during the last three years the, 
directors had to fill several nominations the best way they , 
could, so as to secure the requisite number of rupners, and the , ■ 
meetings w^ere carried on at a loss.. The following return gives ,, 
the winner and runner-up in the Great Champion Stakes :,-r-,, 

'• 1883 

CHAMPION' STAKES, at .25 , guineas each, with 500/. added ; 
winner,I,doo/., second 500/. 5 ,64 subs. 

Mr. L. N ichoirs Td'.pARoyal Stag, by Ptarmigan—Raby'Lass, 
beat Div T. S. Hosfdrd ns (Mr. W. Osborne’s) r orf d Waterford, ^ 
by Bothal Park—Curiosity. ‘ 

1884 , - ; ■ 

CHAMPION STAKES, at 25 guinea,? each, with 500/. added,; \ 

' winner 1,000/., second 400/; ; 64 subs. 

Mr. G. Bell Irving ns (Mr. H. G.' MillePs) r d Manager, by.,, ' 
MistertOn—Devotion, a,nd Mr. T. Stone’s r .d Sea Pilot, by 'Haddo 
—Sea Beauty, divided. , , . : 

1885 , ■; ■: - • ' ' 

CHAMPION STAKES, at 25/. each, w-ith 500/. added ; winner 

1,000/., second 400/. ; "64 subs. , „ , ,, ■• 

Mr. S. H. Hyde’s bd d Ballangeich, by Craighton Castle— 
Heathbird, beat Mr. W. Carver’s r or f d Britaii^ Still, by,^Iisterton 
—Arama. 
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1886 

CHAMPION STAKES, at 25/. each, with 500/. added ; winner 
1,000/., second 400/. ; 64 subs. 

Mr. T. Stone ns (Mr. L. Pilkington’s) bk d Phoebus, by Coleraine 
Diamond—sister to Lady Hester, beat Mr. C. Hibbert ns r d Gay 
City, by Paris—Lady Glendyne. 

1887 

CHAMPION STAKES, at 25/. each, with 500/. added; winner 
1,000/., second 400/. ; 64 suIds. 

Mr. W. Reilly ns (Mr. E. Dents) Huic Halloa, by Jester— 
Countess, beat Mr. R. F. Gladstone's bk d Greater Scot, by Mac- 
pherson—M adge. 

188S 

CHAMPION STAKES, at 10/. loj-. each ; winner 600/., second 
200/. ; 64 subs. 

Mr. S. Handfordns (Mr. G. Plobbs’s) bk d Hohnby, by Clyto— 
Hig'h Opinion, beat Mr. H. G. Miller’s bk d Mullingar, by 
Misterton—Gulnare H. 

1889 

CHAMPION STAKES, at 10/. lor. each, with 400/. added ; 
winner 600/., second 200/. ; 64 subs. 

Major PI. Holmes’s bk w d Puddletown, by Domino—Bonniness, 
beat Mr. A. Sydney^’s bk w d p Pilate Black, by Northern Express 
—sister to Petrarch. 

Haydock Park succeeded Gosforth Park, and with capital 
management some good sport of its kind has been rvitnessed here 
from time to time. Being in the midst of a coursing district, and 
adjacent to such populous centres as Liverpool, Manchester, 
Wigan, &c. &c., Haydock has hardly received that amount of 
patronage from the public one would nattirally expect. Man)’ 
stirring and striking associations attach to Haydock Paik, 
and Greentick, r'ullerton, Herschcl, and Gay City have all 
tingled the blood of onlookers lay their brilliant displays, 
kullerton first came out in the Lancashire enclosure, and 
took people by storm in his succession ol line courses, though 
one hanuncring after another over the avlamantine siirlac..', liie 
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ground Ireing very hard that week, entailed defeat in the final 
trial, the only one he has suffered. , Herschel won his spurs 
at Hay dock by dividing the Champion I-’roduce Stake, and 
undoubtedly liis very-best perfonnance was over this ground 
in the Ilaydock Gold Cux^,, 'when he shot clean away from 
one speedy greyhound after another. Probably Gay City's 
best display was for the same cup upon another occasion. One 
of GreentieCs Haydock victories will always be recollected 
from the sensational incident of his striking the escape, hurdle 
with such force as to fall back apparently dead. The syra-: 
pathy that existed for this gallant greyhound was shown by the 
cheer that greeted diim when his trainer, John Coke, led 
him back shortly after the accident, and 'his own gameness 
w-as testified when he afterwai'ds won the final course. 

The Irish greyhound, Pinkerton, also upon. one, occasion 
made a succession of brilliant displays, winning course after 
course in one-sided fashion, though every hare took him to 
the top of the ground. , ’ , • 

The Wye Racecourse being easily co.nverted into an ,en¬ 
closure, Mr. G. Kennett started his first meetingjn 1883. The 
trials generally are of indisputable excellence, and as the 
ground gradually rises to the escaxDe, a capital view is obtained 
of the working-pow’-ers of a greyhound,, which is often lost 
when running on the level. >A few years since, Mr. Kennett 
started the East Kent Club, and has on his list sixty members. 
Wye, however, fares no better than Haydock Park as regards 
the support of the public, aiid it. remains to be seen if either of 
these meetings *—now the only two enclosures in England—wiH 
be carried on after another season. Several good greyhoiidds 
have made their dthtt over the Wye ground, via;. Holniby, Pud- 
dletown, Glenmahra, Winfarthing, Myra Ellen,and Janet’s Pride. 

The Four Oaks Park Company w-as started with a large 
capital to carry on racing and coursing, and, being situated clo.=;c 
to Birmingham and other large Midland towns, everythmg 

1 Since the above was witten, a'new enclosure ;liaS'be.8i|^eMd'at 
Witham in Essex, '%*'■■■ ■ W. 
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looked promising for the shareholders. The coursing en¬ 
tailed a considerable loss from 1883 to the close of the season 
1886 ; but as the enclosure never took with either the racing 
or coursing public, the autumn of 1890 saw the company 
go into liquidation, and the estate is trow to be built over. 
Many good greyhounds were seen at Four Oaks Park, amongst 



others Marshal McMahon, Winchester, AVitchery, Quicklime, 
Rosewater, Golden Star, Miss Staton, Fair Floraline, &c. 

The Doncaster Coursing Company, Limited, with a caijital 
of 5,000/. in 5/. shares, had a very brief existence. The first 
meeting was held December 1882, and the next and last the 
following year, when, owing to want of i)ro[)er management, 
hares ran so badly that many sportsmen lelt the grouiKl in 
disgust. The fixtures were soon afterwards sold off, and the 
ground is now under cultivation. 
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Moiirno P:irk, tlie first of the ..Irrsli cn^osufes, was estab-""' 
lishod Ijy the Earl of Kilrnoreyin the autumn of 1879, The 
groiind couldhardly then, nor could it till ac^ple of years later, 
be strictly called an enclosure, as the hares were driven from a 
spinney ; in fact, it was not an enclosure as the term is generally 
understood. A few years later the present coursing ground 
was designed by Mr. Case. Hares Have never run stoutly at . 
Mourne Park, but it was well adapted for trying puppies, and 
being generally the first meeting of the season was well patron¬ 
ised by English and Scotch coursers ; the of the sur- • 

rounding scenery was also a great attraction to visitors. One 
meeting, sometimes two in the season, continued#o be held 
until the 5mar 1890. ■ ' ' 

Purdysburn has been established within'the past year 
and a half in the North of Ireland.' A club, was formOT in 
Belfast, and permission obtained from that good, sportsman, 
the late Air. R. N. Batt, tb hold a couple of meetings during 
the season in his demesne. The ground is well - adapted ' for 
coursing, and the management being' ih: th| hands of a most » 
business-like and energetic committee, it imy, fairly be antici- . 
pated that Purdysburn wall soon take high rank amongst the 
coursing fixtures of the sea.son. As with Holestone, there is no 
lack of support in the shape of greyhounds, large nuiiibers Being 
bred every 3^ear in the surrounding country. .A most successful 
gathering was held over the Purdysburn enclosure, November 
1890. . , I ' 

Trabolgan, in the South of Ireland, if not so .easy of access 
as the other three aneetings/just mentioned, is not inferior to 
any of them in the quality of the sport provided. Situated in 
Lord Fermoy’s demesne overlooking Cork Harbour, in fine 
weather it is a delightfully wild and picturesque spot. Hares ; 
are reared on the ground, and are .driven from two spinneys, 
on^at each end of a large field, so that the running happily 
partakes of the character of opefi coursing. Few understand 
better than the noble owner of Trabolgan, Lord Fertnoy, 
coursing and the management of hares, and hence sport of a 
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high order may always be reckoned upon at the Southern Club 
meetings. Unfortunately, there is not the same keen ardour 



Driving liartrs nut (jl ilu- ’Annil 


for coursing in the ]irr)vincc of Mnnsti.r as m 
difficulty in filling stakes is c-fl.cii evjteriencciI, 


Lilslci'. and 
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11 (jle,stone followed Monrne Park, an%l ffotft the very be* 
ginning was a decided sncce.s.s. The enclosure is situated on 
Mr. James Owen's i)ro})erty, aiid u Ijetteror fnore gciiial sports¬ 
man than the |)ro])rietor of JTolestone does not exist. The 
nnming is rather severe, as it is all uphill, but the trials are 
of the very Irc.st kind. The running ground being in the mid.sf 
of a district celebrated for the number of good greyhounds it 
has [produced, it is almost needless to add that little difficulty 
is experienced in filling the stakes. Indeed, there is no part 



of Ireland where so many greyhounds are bred and reared as 
in the district surrounding Holestone, nor in Her Majesty’s 
wide dominions are there keener .coursers to be found. Two, 
and sometimes-three, meetings are annually held at Holestone. 

In comparing the two styles, greyhounds repeatedly run at 
enclosed meetings very quickly acquire a dangerous knowledge 
and lose the better instincts of the animal, which we take to be a 
determination to regain possession when throivn out, jealousy 
of a rival in possession, and anxiety to displace hirtr, fearlessness 
in following the hare, no matter what the difficulty. 

All these qualities in time become wanting in the ‘ enclosed 
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greyhound.’_ How often do we see him take the upper ground, 
and deliberately wait, showing no anxiety to regain possession ! 
No doubt the enclosed system has caused a marked deterioration 
in greyhounds, and many of their good qualities have become 
extinct, the exception being speed. Very possibly the dan¬ 
gerous knowledge acquired at enclosures may be transmitted 



to the offspring : at all events greyliound.s witliin Ihc ]):ist 
decade have exhibited brain [)o\vcr r)f mthcr too high an oi-iIlt. 
A return to the old system, which now apjxrirs imniinml, should 
be welcomed in the interests of ti-iio sport; lor, atlradive ;is 
were tlic r.ooo/. [arize-s, tin; winners eainc li'oin a lew kennels, 
and pace in most instanees eari ied I he da)-. 



CHAPTER Vn 

SOME CELEBRATED GREYHOUNDS OF THE PAST . 

In our resume of the Waterloo Cup , we touched on the 
'Winners in the early contests when the trophy was -a thirty- - 
two dog stake ; and among the heroines of those days Cerito 
is worthy of a niche in the Temple .of Fame : she won no, 
fewer than three times—viz. as a puppy in iS5o, in 1852 and 
1853. She was by Lingo out of Wanton. , The next grey¬ 
hound of mark that comes .under notige is Senate, for his victor}^ 

^ of 1847 was repeated by his son Saj^Ioth in 1854 ; and here 
we append a table-of Waterloo, wimiers whose progeny have 
also been successful■ - . f / f 

Senate (1847) begat Sackcloth (1854) W -, , : 

Judge- (1855) 5. Cli\W '■ {i'8S9)- ' 

Maid of the. Mill (1.860), ‘ - 

,, „ Chloe (186,3)' -C' 

Canaradzo (1861) begat King- Death (1864) " , 

Brigadier (1866) Honeym.ooii (1875).- , ■ . 

Bit of Fashion (.1885) - gave birth, to Fullerton (1889-90) 

It will be seen that this is a very limited list, and the old 
adage that Mike begets like ’ is not , borne, out to a r^Slarkable 
extent ; however, there are many examples of dogs who have 
run prominently in the Waterloo Cup shining as sires of abso¬ 
lute winners ; such, for instance, as Fusilier (sire of Muriel), 
Greentick (sire Of Fullerton and Troughend), and Macpherson 
(sire of Greater Scot and Herschel). 

,- Divided with. Selby. , * Divided with' Miss Glendyne. , - 
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AFortimer | 

Sister to Mirth (missing) 


Above is tlie pedigree of Judge, who won in 1855, ran up 
the following year, and was, moreover, the sire of three sulse¬ 
quent winners—viz. Clive, Maid of the Mill, and Chloc. hlis 
pedigree, it will he observed, goes back on his dam s side to 
Lord Sefton’s strain, her sire, Dliver Twist, being an own brother 
to his I.ordship’s winner. Senate. 









jo8 : coursing 





Moii.sooii ; 

Colonel 

Smart ^ 

'I opfjer 

Pearl 

Streamer 

Bride 



1 


Bugle. . 

Bachelor 

Nimble 


K , 
0 

0 



Strawberry 

• Stradbroke 

1 ' 

w 


Waterloo 

Du.sty Miller 

.' - , . 

E.xbtic ■ , 

.-.Tinto 

“u 



Clarlnda 

Cessnock 

MSiten-L 

0 K 



Youn,g. Hornet 

Old Hornet 

fig 

fii’ 



Drift . ' 

Driver 1 

Monarch i 

! Lassie b 

1 Tippoo 

1 Bustle - 

a 

H 

ij 

Cutty, Sark 

Kirklaad'. 

! Old Sport . . 

1 Purity , ■ 


>< 

P 

■Iz; 


Cutty. Sark . j 

Claret*,'. 

Swallow'. , 1 


■i 

'P 

0 



Driver | 

Monarch 


0 

0 


Duppy - i 

Bred hy Mr. .Marshall 
of Neilsland 



> 

Tillside Lass / 

Draffin 





Old Tiiskle Lass ' 

Smoker 

Bess 


* Doubtful. 


Here is an example of the celebrated Beacon and Scotland 
Yet blood. Canaradzo won the Waterloo Cup in i86i, and; 
was the sire of King Deathj who was victorious in 1864. His 
breeder was the late .MrhIvie Campbell, and in. Scotland Yet’s 
next litter there were three of great merit—viz. Sea Boam, Sea 
Pink, and Cioloja. The firWnamed distinguished himself as 
the sire of Lobelia, but Cioloja was considered to be far and 










CELEBRATED GREYHOUNDS OF THE PAST 109 


away the smartest of the lot, and though Mr. Campbell sold 
Sea Foam and Sea Pink to Mr. Spinks for 220 guineas, nothing 
would induce him to part with the other. She subsequently 
became one of the hottest favourites for the Waterloo Cup on 
record, but unfortunately, after reaching the scene of action in 
safety, she broke her thigh in a spin a few days before the con¬ 
test. She was afterwards purchased by Mr. Brocklebank for 
stud purposes, but she brought him no return for his outlay. 
Although Cioloja was a failure, Canaradzo has been a pillar of 
strength to the ‘Stud Book,’ especially through his son Boanerges, 
who sired that grand bitch Bab-at-the-Bowster. 

We now. append the pedigree of King Death, the Waterloo 
winner of 1864, who adds lustre to the same telling strain:—■ 






no- - ■ CpURSim: ", 

'I'lie next pet.ligrec is that of Brigadier, who won the Clip in 
1866, and was the sire of Honeymoon, the. 1.875, winnen It'is- 
n(,>tice:i.blc that his sire Boreas was dosely inbred to King Gob, 
h'igaro, who begat Boreas, being by that dog out of Frederica, 
whilst his dam was by King Co.!,)--Lively, . . . 

A third cross of this strain is found on the dam’s side, Wee 
Nell being out of Ivady Watford, who was out of Consideration, 
who was out of Kentisli Fire by King Cob. 





King Cob 

Kate- 

, Stumps . 

I.L 

i Deptford 

1 Sister to'Famiy ’ 



L . 

Frederica. 

Damon 



1 


.DatTodil 

W-hat Not 

Non Pared 


0 


King Cob. ■■ 

Smoker 





Lady.: 





Li,.,y 

Brother to Brigand j ' 

w 

0 



-Lady 

Tinker 

F,an. 

. § 



Hermit 

XVeapon 

Figaro 

Ruby ... . ; ' 



”6 

Sisterlo New World 

Columbus 

Wilful . 



' 1 ^ 

Fly 

Croton Oil 

Case is Altered; - 
vWaterw-itch . , - , 




Lady Maria . - 

Bang Up * 

Tulip.. 


WEE 


LaiTiston 

Liddesdale' 

Bowhill 

Lady Sey'mour .• . ' 



$ 

Hannah . 

Buff- .... ■ ■ , , 

Catlowdie' . 



- 

Consideration 

Kentish Fire 

King Cob ! ■ . 

'Knab , 




Linnet 

, Emperor . 

Old Linnet 


Lord Stradbroke’s Mawworm has been given. 









ChU:HRAl'El) i-’RJiVliOC\DS ■ ^ / w; 

A sterling i-itrii i ohdia, the s'r,- 

ehapt.r 1)1) the ('np .^jjj p,,' ,, 

her remarkable periormanrt's ;ji 

‘la)s of giants, and, ^^ith die .\e.-;va,!) ,)} M,. ' 

and Ikib-al-fhe lUn)stei, ■;})(' ra i.oj i,, ; , . 

aj.aiuht all conmrs. Tv\i(X- she fed 

the Chip, bin she liefe.ued j-ia!) al';o! m ’ 

oeeasion of their meeting—vi/. in dx? Vr«kd,,A ( 

but a month later the latter had her rovav ^ 

Cup and .idministerod a d^( iM\- 
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From w 3 )at we hav< jn.st written it, will be seen that here is 
anotlicr cxani].-)lc of the exeellence of the Scotland Yet strain. 

:: Next we a])pehd tire jk digree of ‘the mighty McOnnh ' : — 






King Cob(Daintree)! • . | 



, •§ 

Figaro (Fyson; 

Frederica (Fj .on) 

Damon . 

Daffodil:.-: . , . ■ 




Black Fly (Prid- 
mpre) 

M-iu-qnis-(Webb) 

Rocket 
■Stelk - 


0’S' 

0^ 


Kirtles (Webb) 

Rouli Khan - 


% 

. 


Lightfoot (Howie) 

Sara (B. Robinson) 

HilcoOlie,,- , 

Old W'^^hishey 




■Empress (B. Robin- 
■ .son)’ ■ 

Rennet’s Rocket ’, 
Easterby’s Empres-s 

tc! ■ 

' S ■ 

l-a 


'&o 

Jenny Lind 

- (Jo.ne.s) 

Scythian (Edleston) 

Syren (Lord Sefton) 

Fox 

Warwick 

Sadek ' ■'-/* '■ 

Sanctity •- J 




Motley (Jai-dine) 

Sam (Gibson), 

Traveler 

Tippitywitchet 




Tollwife (Jardine) 

King Cob . 

Matilda Gillespie 


Ith' 

R;d 

Wanton (Wad- 

Senate (Lord Sefton) 

Sadek ... 




h™, 

Coquette (Webb). “ 

Kou]i Khan ' j 

Knavery | 




Lariston (Sharpe) 

j Liddesdale (Sharpe) 

'Bowhill ■ ■ , -1 

Lady Seymour -• -r- 




' Haiiwah (Saunders) 

Buff ■ ' ■ j 

Catlo-wdie - . j 

i 



ConKideration , 
(Willis) ^ 

Kentish Fire(Daih'j 

I^innet (Thomas) | 

. King Col) 1 

Knab , b 

Easterbx'.'s Emperor ) 

Old Linnet ■■ j 


■ Doubtful. “ Spelt‘ Koker;’in Thacker. 


Reference to our chapter of reminiscences of the 'Waterloo 
Cup will give particulars of this, incomparable dog’s career, 
so that here we shall simply add his measurements and 
list of his performances, with amounts won by him during his 
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career. It will be noted that his dam, Lady Sarah, was, like 
Boreas (sire of Brigadier), inbred to King Cob, though in a 
more distant degree. 


WINNINGS OF MASTER McGRATlI 




Won Visitoi 
Divided M( 
Won Water 


.ra’ Cup, laii-cran 
oneyglass Purse, Creagli . 


Divided Brorvnlow Cup, Lurgan 
rVon Waterloo Cup . 

Lost first course Waterloo Cup 
1870-71 

Won Brownlow Cup, Lurgan . 
Won Waterloo Cup . 


I Co UR 
i Los 


6 


6 


36 


Value | 

--I 

T ^ 

60 


50 


Measurements of Master McGrath. 

(Taken from the ‘Coursing Calendar,’ vol. xxi.) 

Head. —From tip of snout to joining on to neck, 9I- in. ; girth of 
headbetween eyes and ears,i4 in.; girth of snout, 71 in.; distance 
between eyes, 2;j in. 

Neck. —Length from joining on of head to shoulders, 9 in. ; girth 
round neck, 13J in. 

Back. —From neck to base of tail, 21 in. ; length of tail, 17 in. 

Intermediate points. —Length of loin from junction of last rib to hip¬ 
bone, 8 in. ; length from hip-bone to socket of thigh-joint, 5 in. 

Fore leg. —From base of two middle nails to fetlock-joint, 2 in. ; 
from fetlock-joint to elbow-joint, 12^ in. ; from elbow-joint to 
top of shoulder-blade, J2^ in. ; thickness of fore leg below the 
elbow, 6 in. 

Hindleg. —From hock to stifle-joint, 9 j in. ; from stifle-joint to top 
of hip-bone, 12 in. ; girth of ham part of thigh, t.| in. ; thickness 
of second thigh belorv- stifle, 8b 

Body .— Girth round depth of chest, 26.', in. ; girlh round loins, 
I7:( in. ; weight, 54 lbs. 

A study of these particulars by tliose accustonied to grey¬ 
hound inea.surernerit will show wliat a ‘big little one' iVIctlrath 
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w;i.s. Ijufortiinaleiy he did not survive liis triumphs long 
cnoiiidi tf) give him renlly. feir chance, at the stud, for it, is 
.seldom that a dog sires anything of high cla.ss until he has 
Iteeu at lcn.st a year out of training, though there may l)e ex¬ 
ceptions to the rule. In his two seasons he was sire of several 
minor winners, aiul his blood i.s to be found in the f^aligrecs of 
some of the smartest, dogs of the present day. 






Bluelight 

Monsoon ■. 

Stave - .. - . ■ ■. 



1 

^ Beacon • ' 

Frolic 

Waterloo- . 

Clarinda . - 


BOANERGES 

6 

Scotland Yet 

Wigan ■ 

Drift . - 

.Cutty Sark . . j 

Dux I 

Tillside Lass i 



Hughie Graham 

Liddesdaie 

Queen of the May 

BowhilL ! 

Lady Seymour . i 

King Cob ! . 1 

Mineiwa i 

11 



Wild Duck 

Sam. (Gibson's) 

Nimble • 

Travel!er_ ■ -s 

Tippitywitchet , , 

Do.uglas (Raine’s) f 

IThit (Raine’s) . ■ - ■ | 

od 



Priam. 



h 1 





'T- 


fS’g 

Virago 

Cambridge * . 

Figaro . 

Bessy Bedlam 










MJschief 

h ", 


§3 



Muley (Forster’s) 

Sportsman (Jolly) i 









•1 

Mynheer 

Alice Hawthorn 
(Hutchinson’s) 

; ;_ 






IT- ■ i 



'1 

Sister to Lass o’ 

Mangonel 

Figaro - 

Countess (Bartholomew) 




Gowrie 

Marionette (.sister to 
. Mocking Bird) 

^- .| 

Figaro . : ( 

Malyina . j, 


Said to be brother to Bedlamite. 
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As a companion picture we now give the pedigree of Bab- 
at-the-Bowster. There are many who consider this bitch the 
best greyhound of all time, though her actual achievements do 
not equal those of her great opponent. True she won more 
courses—viz. sixty-two—but five times the flag went against 
her • nevertheless she stands out from all others of her sex, 
and her gameness and stamina were wonderful. To have won 
such big events as the Scarisbrick Cup and the Douglas Cup 
■two years in succession is a mighty record. Her merit in this 
respect is to be expected by students of running blood, as she 
is closely connected with the Scotland Yet strain through her 
sire Boanerges, son of Canaradzo, and through her paternal 
grandam Baffle. She goes back to King Cob, and is very 
much inbred to that pillar of the ‘Stud Book’ on her dam’s side 
through Phgaro, whose name occurs three times in five genera¬ 
tions. That Bab would have had her name enrolled in the 
list of Waterloo Cup winners had she not chanced to live in 
the days of McGrath is a moral certainty. 

We append a list of her winnings :— 




1867-S 


Divided Scottish National St. Leger 
Divided Cro.vteth .Stake at Altcar . 
Won two Courses Waterloo Cup 
Won Scarisbrick Cup at Southport^ 
i Won Douglas Cup at Scottish National 


iS 63 -g 



CODl 


TOO j 


I 
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riu.', io coJoe under notice iii Sea Cove, the Waterloo 
ivimici of 1H70. and wc give her pedigree as another instance 
ol a siicrt ssful coinhination of the same blood, through Black- 
rioud (.ui uwn brother to Beacon) on her dam’s side, and 
throiit/li i’.i'.gic oAvn brother to Canaradzo) on her sire’s side, 
wliilsi '.cvtral trace' of King Cob are found through Figaro. 



^1* 

Jacobite (Gibson) 

Bed! am i le (Brown) 

Flounce (Fox)- 

Figaro 

Bessy Bedlam /- 

Carronade . 

-A' 



Ruthless King 

(Dunlop) 

Merry Monarch 

Ruby 

W .5 


(Dimlop) 

Fornarina (Dunlop) 

Dreadnought 

Judy. 

<0 



Blue Light (Borron) 

Monsoon 

H 

||' 

(Borron) 

Frolic ' (I.ord 

Eglintpn) 

\Vaterloo' 

Clarinda 



Eve (Hyslop) 

Eden (Clemitson) 

Winspiel 

Brenda J 



Old Eve.(Atkinson) 

.Tyrant 

Hannah 



Beacon (Borron). 

Blue Light (Borron) 

1 Monsoon 

Stave 

1 


Frolic (Lord 

Eglinton) 

Waterloo 
.Clariuda / 


I'l 

Scotland Yet 

Wigan (Hyslop) , 

Drift 

Cutty Sark 



(Campbell) 

Veto (Greenshields) 

Dux ' - 6 

Tillside Lass 



A Lambert) 

Bedlamite (Brown) 

Figaro 'j 

Bessy'.Bedlam 


s? 

Calypso (Lambert) 

Field Marshal ^ ' 

Effie Deans 


Ea 

(Bla 

i 

■■The Pullet . ’ 

1 Gamechicken , 
j - (Anderson) , , 

Figaro 

Fancy - 



(Black) 

1 'Sultana (Surties) ' 

Sultan 

Alice Grey 
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r y 

. ..| Liddesdale ' 

1 Bowhil! 



1 1 Larlston 

■j Lady .Seymour 



' ; . '■ 





i ' t ' -•• • 

- 1 Hannah' ' 

i Cathowdie ■ . | 



; w ! 

■ |. Bedlamite 

i Figaro ' . ' '.l 


i. 'Q 

' 1. Hopmarket 

t Bessie Bedlam - 1 


, ^ 

1 

■ 1 : . . ' 

j.Cerito 

'■ I-ingo j 


1 d 

1 1 

; Wanton ' ■ ■ i 


i H 

0 

I 1 

- { Blue Light i 

Monsoon ■ j 



j 53 1, Blackcloiid • 

. I . 1 





- 1 Frolic - ’ 1 

_ , 

. Waterloo ■ 



i ^ I 

Ckrinda ' ■ ' : 

K 


ill. 

" 1' ■ , ■ 

j Paramount 

Idas - I 

Pamela ' 1 

s - 


r ■ . 1 ^ 1 Prize Flower 


s ■ 


!■ ■ ■ lo, ■■ 

' ' 'I Isis '■ 

Probity , ; 



' >■ ' d' ' ■ . 1 


Dam by Fantai ■ i 

c “ 


f '■ '■■■j ' ■ 

.1 Sam - , ■ i 

Traveller ' : 

a 


i- ’ j-Motley 

Tippitywitchet ' 

g 


■ I . . j 


i 


b-'-a 'i' • 

1 1 1 

j Tollwife 1 

King Cob ' 

Matilda'Gillespie ; 


n 

« I 

, 1 Wanton 

- ! - Senate ' j 

1 ' -i 

Sadek 

Sanctity ‘ ' 


H 

1 

1 - . j 

j Coquette* j 

Konli Khan - • ; 

Ktiaverv . ' ! 


pi 

■«- ^ 


1 John Bull ! 

Lodore ■ 

Jane - '1 


‘S i 

j ‘ 'b Judge 

c " i 



■■ ■ ■) 

I ' 

, '1 'Fudge ^ . j 

Oliver Twist ' i 


..r : i 

■, ■ t Moll Troll ' 

-■ ;■ Young Champion j 

Champion (Athhwon) ■ , 
Fly (Cutiiberc) ' 




. 1 JVIaid of the - Mill 1 





i (Slater) ■ j 



* b.y Thacker * Kokct.* 


Bed of Stone, who won the ‘Wafodoo Cun iu ‘vnf- 

certainly a remarkable bit.aii. and shoued lo u'\;u ath.n’;-'.. ', 
on the Altcar Flats. Sl)c graduallv ^Ulr^(,d ]n.r n;i\ O'! !l.e 
pinnacle of a greyhound's thrno, for Clrc u,)i, die I’niM hi 
and the Plate in 1871. ffcj jiedigne t- bd! rd the b;, cd oI 
Waterloo winners, and that o! King t o!'f rfios iip i.n Ih.iIi sid,.^. 
Her dam, Irnperatrif e, is ;• gianddeuen!! '- of jiuige, and im 
.sire, }*ort}and, a great-gramlsoi) of tlie uipli uijURt Cerifu, 








COURSING 


Appended is a short joedigree of King Cob, which we have 
taicen from the appendix to ‘ Stohehenge’s ’ well-known work on 
the Clreyhound. Going Ireyond the dog himself we feel out 
of our depth, so refrain from any comment on his ancestry. 



Reverting to the time when the Waterloo Cup was.a thirty- 
two dog stake, this list would certainly, be incomplete without 
the addition of Cerito’s pedigree, for this bitch won the stake 
three times, and although the feat was not to be compared with 
that of Master McGrath, when the nominations w^ere doubled, 
the competition keener, and the klat more coveted, yet it must 
be admitted that the performance was a most meritorious one. 



* Mr. Goodlake gives Best's Turk 1822, who was, by Lane Fox’s Turk—-Lord Rivers' Fly 

Cerito in all .won forty-five courses out. of fifty-three, and 
just 1,000/. in stakes, exclusive.of trophies. p ^ 

In writing the name of Misterton ash celebrity of the past 
■we almost seem guilty of an anachronism, for he has carried 
his powers as a stud dog to a comparatively recent, date j his, 
sous and daughters are still running, and he has. left plenty 
of sterling greyhounds to carry on one of the most successful 
strains of modern times ; and whilst such dogs as Mullingar, 
Aberbriant, (See., are advertised.at stud (with them we shall 
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deal in a subsequent chapter), there is little fear of its heiiar 
negected. A glance at the su!,joined ])edigree vdlJ a 

profusion of the ever-telling Scotland Yet blood combined with 
the equally desirable Judge cross. 



Mi.sterton on his fir^t t j , 

was very uniuckilj btaien m da \- '.wn. ■, * • < ' . j 

Stake-s : notwithstandinf tlr lu sKuo. ,,, j . 

price for iljc Waterloo ('op. ^i,nina^.,,J ■ , t,, . o 











ax/JLS/AC 


pcrformantx;!; were ver) inodcralc, lail iu; jirovcd agoJdpine 
to M'r. Miller, and a complete li^t of wiimcrs hy him would fill 

sevcraJ pages. ■ - ■ . ' - 





Bridegroom ,■ 




U«ioii Jack 

Attermirc 

i British Grenadier , ! 

1 T.ady Neville 

■3 


Scotia’.*; Thistle 

.Selby 

Meg , , 

i Tadylike 

. Jennie Prince Charlie 

CAVA 


Cardinal York 

Jacobite 

I Bedlamite - 

; Flounce ■ 


1 

P ' 

Forest Queen 

1 Ruthless King 
,i The Fornarina - , 


i 


Bonnie Prince 
Charlie 

1 Cardinal Wiseman 
i The Widow 




Fanny •' 

i John 0 ’ Badenyon 



Canid Kail 

j Union Jack 

j- Bridegroom 
i Attermire , ‘ 


J 

I Scotia’s Thistle 

! Selby ■ 

1 Meg n 

P 

■« ■ 

Bergamot 

! Sackcloth . 

! Senate 
; Cinderella; ■ ’ ■ 

5 

0 


i Darkness 

. i Jacobite 

' j Queen of Hearts 

D 

S 

Strange Idea 

i Cardinal York - 

1 High Idea ■ 

i Jacobite 

1 Forest Queen . i 

i Blackcloud ' i 

i Eve (late Janes my ] 

i Darling) . - ] 


1 

Curiosity 

1 Bugle . . • 

j Scotland Yet ■ . i 




iBahter ^ 

i Tlm^ Pullet or Emily 
^ Beans or Miarai^ 1 


Honeywood, the winner of the Waterloo Cup, 1880, w'as 
inbred to, Cauld Kail, and possessed an infu.sion of the Beacon- 
Scotland Yet blood, his dam, Humming Bird, being out of 
Baby Blake, out of Curiosity by Bugle. 

There seems to be a general impression that the pedigree 
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Cpomassic is not absolutely authenticated. With this doubt, 
which we are not in a po.sition to traverse, we shall not give 
a tabulated pedigree, but shall reprint the following particu¬ 
lars of this ‘pocket edition’ from vol. 41 of the ‘ Coursing 
Calendar.’ Coomassie, a light fawn bitch, by Celebrated out of 
Queen (whelped March to, 1875), was Itrcd by Mr. J. Cafle)y 
of Run ham, near Yarmouth. The dam of Queen was Cottage 
Ciri by Monarch out of Nell, the ]-ropertv of Mr. Bulwer ; she 
ran years ago at a local meeting near Yarmouth. Magic was 
rhe projjerty of Mr. Pollard, of Burgh St. Peter. The si]-e of 
Celebrated was IMr. Allen’s f. w. d. Albatross by Tullochgorum 
(own brother to King Death) out of Cygnet by Brewer out of 
Climpse at Glory (an own sister to Gaudy Poll), and through 
this Coomassie has the same excellent strain of blood as 
bed of Stone had. Gilderoy had this strain, as he was by 
(.Irossfell out of Gaudy Poll. Queen was by Captain Dod's 
r.w.d. Imrd Derby by May Morning out of Lady Bathilce. 
'fhe dam of C.'elebrated was Mr. Cafley’s Caribella by Magic 
■ )Ut of Regalia, Magic by Joe out of I'opsy. 

'The measurements of Coomassie, corrected b}!- Mr. J. T, 
Shaw, Northallerton, are appended. 

Coomassie 

Head.-^-Yvom tip of snout • to joining on to neck, 9 in. ; girth of 
-head between eyes and ears, 13 in.; girth of shout, 7 in, : distance 
between the eyes, 2 in. 

Neck .—Length of joining on from liead to shoulders 7| in. ; girih 
round neck, 13 in. 

Juicic .— From neck to base of tail, 22j in. ; Jejigtli of tail, i 6 \ in. 
Hips .—Length of loin from junction of last rib to hipbone, 81 ir, -. 

length from hipbone to socket of thigh-joint. 7-} in, 

F->re leg. —From base of two middle nails to fctlt'ck-joiiji, 2 ,] in, ; 
from fetlock-joint to elbow-joint, loj in.; from eibois-ioin.t to 
shoulder-blade, iii in. ; thickness of the fore kg hs'fove ii;e 
elbow, 6 in. 

Hindleg. -From hock to stifle-joint, 10 in. ; fioni ■'tille to top of 
hipbone, 10] iii. ; gorth ofhant jian of thigh. 15} in. ; tl'.ickne-s 
of second thigh below stifle, 7 j in. . 



COUA'SING \ ’ , 

round depth of clicst, ,27 in. ; girth round the loins, 

j-yhin. ' .'-h 

Weight llie day before starting, for the Cup, 44 lbs,. 

As a marked contrast to this little creature we give the 
measurements of the ,1881 Waterloo .Cup winner, Princess 
Dagmar, who was a remarkably fine slashing bitch. She was 
bred on the same lines as Misterton:--- 



Jaco.bifce 
f’orest Queen . 

Blue Ruin, 

Hojiday 

Canaradzo . 

Baffle ’. 

Dam by- Mynheer (late 
Fiying Dutchman) 



Canaradzo . 
Speculation 


Cardinal York 
High Idea 



-David 
Lady, Clara 


Regan 

Cordelia 



Harold r . 
Benton Belle 

Beacon . 
Scotland Yet 

■Fv’son- 
The Pullet 


.Miss Nightingale 

Grasper 

Moonlight 
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Princess Dacmar 

Head—Vrom lip of snout 10 joining on to head, Si in. ; girth of 
head between eyes and ears, 13^ in. ; girfli of snout, S| in. ; 
distance between the eyes, 2 in. s 

—Length of joining on from head to shoulders, 9^ in. ; girtli 

round neck, ,131 in. 

Back ,—From neck to base of tail, 24' in,; length of tail. 19 in. 

Hips —:Length;of loin frona junction of last rib to hipbone, 8| in. ; 
A . length of hipbone: to socket of thigh-joint, 5J-in. 

base of two middle nails to knee-joint, 6 in ; 
h from . knee-joint to, elbow-joint, qA in. ; from elbow-joint to 
; :shouldei<blade,'12 4n. ; .girth (thickness of the fore leg below ^ 
the elbow), 6 in. : 

, From hock to stifle-joint, itf in.; from stifle to fop of 

hipbone, laf in. ; girth of ham part of thigh, i6f in. ; thickness of 
second dhigh .below-stifle, 9|-in. ' " 

Girth -round depth of-chest, 27 in. ; girth i-omad the loins. 

23 in. 

- , r - Weight the day before starting" for the Cup, 58 lbs. 

- A comparison- of measurements is very interesting, for it 
' will .be, noticed. that- in -several points the little bitch exceed.s 
.-the other, and,, despite the disparity in size, she equals her in 

chest measurements. 

r- Another -Sterling bitch that now claims our attention i.s 
Snowflight, who won the AMateiloo Cup in rSfC .ond nn- on 
, -the following year. She was. the first of Bothal Park's pirogenv 
to show up conspicuously, but since her victoiy he b.a.N 
produced a long list of winners and addvxl !o i:.--' ..f 

Scotland Yet, to v.’hom Snovllight, tnux;.-: baiL (.-r C.b 
sides. 




couitsnvu 




, i'k'ir.ljbal York 




; !,;tdy Hlomiont 

Blm-kuin 

Hollrk.y 

: ^ 

I'iib-nt-tht-Bow- 

j - 

( ;m,.r.-.d/.. i 

Ik. HI. 



1 MiMdimf Bate 

(!<o-v !i< U,nn; . 

:. 

ti.im to Mynheer (late , 
hiving Omchniati; 

1 

Black Boyd 

1 

1 Cardinal York.. 

i Htirrara' (ktc 

^ Blo.ssom) 

Facobite .; 

i'ore-t (Juetn ' 

Sackcloth ' 

Winifred ! 

■ i 

Gang-a-wee 

j (JJansman (late 

j Kana'Sahib) 

Acroliat - ! 

Tek ^ .. ■ .! 



1 Bergamot. 

Sackcloth . ' 

J.)arknes.s 


Linnaeus 

I St. George. 

1 

i SeagulUlate Reveller) i 



! Luxury (late Con- 
; vent Chime) ' 

1 Monk, of Thorney (late i 
i .Seth) ' , i 

1 Mazourka i 

: ^ 

• Spendtlirift 

i Oa'naradzo 

' Beacon ; 

1 Scotland Yet ; 



i Speculation 

1 Banter '! 

i. 

Kingwater, 

I -Jacobite 

1 

j .Bedlamite ! 

i Flounce j 


! Meg'-.b 

■ ■ ' ' . - _ 

i Bonnie Prince Charlie | 


Widow Machree 

' The Bounditig Elk 

[■ , .-^-y 

: Fairy Queen 

1 

. .Old Grannie 

i Captain 

i Lady - . . .; 
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Herrera was one of the most successful sires of modern 
times, and when his pedigree is carefully examined the reason 
of this success is easily perceived. 


G 


j 



King Death 

Canaradzo j 

Scotland Yet j 


Annoyance j 

Heart of Oak 

Miss Johnson 


^ Cliloe 

Judge 

Clara 

John Bull 

Fudge 

Mrs. Kitty Brown 

3 ■ 

I 

! 1 Cardinal York 

Jacobite 

Bedlamite 

Flounce 


Forest Queen 

Ruthless King 

The Fornarina 


1 ! Meg 

Bonnie Prince ' 

Charlie 

Cardinal Wiseman 

The Widow 


Fanny 

John o’ Baclenyoii 
'Repentance 


1 1 Cardinal York 

Jacobite 

Bedlamite 

Flounce 


Forest Queen 

Ruthless King ! 

The Fornarina j 


: 6 

1 j Lady Stormont 

! Blue Ruin 

Antipas i 

Carolina j 

: 1 

Holiday (late 
Jubilee) 

Skyrocket 

Jailbird j 

z 


: Union Jack 

i Bridegroom j 

, Atiernure ; 


: 1 Cauld Kail 

! Scotia's Thistle 

i Selby 
: Meg 


: Bergamot 

: Sackcloth 

hiiicierclla 



j Darkness 

1 ()neen of 1:1 carts 


Herrera won nine courses out oi ten as a pu[)py, hut met 
with an accident, and although Ire ranagain he never recovered 
liis form. 

h'he last pedigree we puhlisii in this chaplei- is that ol 
Maculierson, who may he placed in the same c;ii, i_;()iy as 
.Vi istei'ton, as lie h.as ytas.sed away imcently, and setans to lielong 








('i>i rsim; 


i-i ilu.': pif-t'in ilinn ilic p.'i;,!. Maf'piscr.soii wns a good 
li.iiin.i, ;'!id V.oii tliu AVairrloo purse in Snuwfhghf's year 
{iiv' :r ), liiii !L is .'1,.; a sire (IkU his n.unr will live, and the names 
s.'l i i'!' ]. (iiL-an.-r S' ()1, Happy Kcaulelle. Khoda M,aephc;rson, 
j'i'.k '.Viar.phi.r.-.fjri, l.anec .VIa('p])er.',on, and a host of others 
are a ciodit s:o any flog. In the chapter on theoretical hreeding- 
wi: liave lakcn occasion to allude to him as one of the greatest 
,|)i]]ars of the ‘ Stud Book,’ and the representative of a strain 
that must never be lost sight of, . His sire, Master Sam, 
was a son of Contango and one of the Speediest greyhounds 
ever slijrped, but a bad killer. The descendants of Macpher.son 
are u.sually very fast, but they likewise display sterling .clever¬ 
ness, a fact borne out by the running of Happy Rondelle—who 
wlien at her best was a gem of the first water—Herschel, one 
of the best greyhounds of all time, and Greater Scot 

In siring the two last named Macphersoii shares with 
Greentick the honour of having begotten co-dividers of the 
Waterloo Cup. 

By glancing at the appended pedigree it will be seen that 
the excellence of the strain is the combination of the Contango 
and Judge blood, the latter derived through Tusilier, sire of 
Annie Maepherson. 




Contango 

Cashier 

Cardinal York 

Lady Stormont 


MASTER 

Bab-at-the-Bowster 

Boanerges 

Misohief (late Bes.sy 
Bedlam) 

Iz^ 

SAM 

Carlton 

. Samuel 

Patch’ , . 

g- 


Lucy ('ate Rachel) 

Pugilist, 

Cinderella 

o 



Picton 

Jacobite 

Eorest Queen 


ANNIE 

McPher¬ 

son 


Blooming Daisy 

SRf.™ 


Maid of Row, 

Black Tom f 

Wellington 



hillon 

Miller’s Maid ' 

Merry Miller 

Alice 








CHAPTER VIII 

OVINIOXS OF NOTFD COURSERS 

r.W.HEN- chatting . with ^ the coursing fraternity on ' subjects 
connected with their favourite sport, one is often asked. 
'-• Which'do:you' consider the Test’ greyhound of ail time?’ 

* Who^ is the most successful courser ? ’ ‘What is the best'-looking 
,• greyhound you ever-saw?? and so on. When engaged in the 
nwriting ,of this work of love, it struck us that a consensus of 
opinions on these leading questions, gleaned from those whose 
knowledge and,experience of coursing matters are undeniable, 
- would prove of interest to. our readers. With a view to this we 
.'Sent circulars to a largeniumber of the leading owners, tj'ainers, 
■/and-.'breeders, the result being that most interesting matter 
\vas returned, furnishing tables that must prove of the greatest 
value to all those who have made a hobby of this, ancient and 
fascinating s])orl. 

The questions put were as follows :— 

-,0- ■ .'I, '.'.Give' in 3mur. opinion the Welve greatest g-'-e^lioends n; 

the rentiiry. 

■ 2. , Name-absolutely:the best you ha^e ever seen nm, 

3. Give in your opinion the twelve most .r.! ecssfid nt-d 
dugs of the last thirty ycar'-c 

4. Name the most .succc'.ss.ful living one., 

5. Describe the best conicrtcd.iud nu.m cucidng w.'i 

ever saw. 

6. Name the six best-lookmg docs bm h* - \uit in , n - • 

to have seen. 

7. fn your opinion, have gnyhoii'wis impso\..d .i*- 



KiK ... CO(//^.S/JV(r ' 

ti^rionitcil of laic y(;ru:!s ; , and to what do . yoo atirilaitc sUf,h 
irr!|irovomo!)l ()r deicri(>r.itioi> ? ■ ■ ■ 

8 . Suite whom you consider , . , 

(a) Tlu; most siiccessfu! Courser 
(/yj ,, - Breeder 

C) Trainer ' ' > , 

(^0 Judge- 

(«') ,5 „ • Slipper ■ 

9. Relate any anecdotes or incidents relating to greyhounds ; 
or coursing tliat may prove of interest to readers of this 
volume. 

10. What do you consider the best coursing ground, 

, (a) In England and Wales ; 
i/j) In Scotland ; . 

(c) In Ireland ? 

11. Do you think it prejudicial to. the welfare of a sapling, 

to run him • ' , ' y 

(a) At an enclosed m'eeting when the shield' igmoved.half- 
way up the ground; h . ' ' , 

{l>) In the open? 

12. Your opinion on any other matters connected with 

coursing will be highly esteemed. , - ■ 

Now, in the first place, let us analyse the returns.as relating to ' 
the ‘ gre5d'iounds of the centuiy.’ As might be, expected, Alaster- 
McGrath. heads the poll with 32 votes, and ■ Bab-at-theT,. .' 
Bowster .follows with two fewer, whilst Fullerton comes , third 
with 26, a reversal of the order we had expected ; the fact being 
that there are a few old coursers who took.exception to the 
latter’s style on the occasion of his winning (or rather dividing) 
his first Waterloo Cup, a prejudice that time,and most brilliant 
achievements have not altogether elfaced. "But we confess it 
does seem strange that any of those ai^wering the questions — 
even though they considered the claim's of one or two other 
dogs and bitches to surpass those of Fullerton 4 -should go so 



CIOS" 

Co- 


" f O^fMOJVS OF NOTED COURSES 

far as to omit his name altogether from the list o 
dogs of the century. T,et theH-- hemads ,si- 
present; elsewhere we have enteicd jun-v 
merits of thi.s remarkable dog. J’o !jrocce.-l 
Miss (llendyne tie with 25 votes, tin.- -, li cre h 
a number obtained by Bed of Snme. ] h r-J- 
with j 6, (Irecntick and Cerito tie v,idi • ; , a’-; 
and Honeymoon and l.olieiia tie ic bsi 
honoured twelve reading as follows ; - 
o ■ 1. Master McGrath , 

2. Bab-at-lhc-Bowstcr 
; 3. Fullerton . . : ; 

■ ^ ( Coomassie .' 
i Miss Glenclyne 

6. Bed of Slone 

7. = Hersohel . . 

g f Greentic'k , . 

, ’ a Cerito-' ; . . - 

' ■ 10, Patent V . . 

I Honetmoon .... 

I .Lobelia - ■ . , 

'Others that have received 2 fair share 
iMocking Bird, Princc.S". D,igmr,v I-Iguc--. cod. 
Cmaiad/o, Rebc. Gay ClG hlG 0, , o, 1 . i 

hat have received one or Gvo voles each. Ev 
included in the list by one enthu,hast, w d. ’■ Ora 
cases the forim has been filled up ■without due 
for surely this promising_/;? de silek pupp} (t 8 
when the question was put, done sufficient to c: 
niche in the temple of fame. 

With regard to the second question—viy ; " 
gn yhound yon haae ever sec o c.-.j, - | .P.i- <- 

everyoneh memory, gets a gowd m. lO'so , '1 h. 

go for Ma.srcr McGrath, v id 1 die ■' 

whom name Bab at-thc-ttov-,tor a:,o tl • 1. .V- 

The following is the return for the iwelu- j 
stud dog.s of die pa.'d iluuy yaws ; - 
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4. Macplierson 
.5, l-atent . 

6 . C:inara,dzo 
( Ptarmigan 
"i Judge \ 
j David . 

'' i Cardinal Yo: 
i Countryman 


whilst Beacon, Clyto, Fusilier, Master Sam, Bothal Park, 
Bedlamite, King Death, Jester, and Cashier have all gained 
more than six votes. 

Of course Greentick’s name at the head of, the poll was 
a foregone conclusion, and well he deserves the honour; so 
also was it certain that breeders Would not forget, Misterton, 
Contango, and Macpherson ; but we must confess to a feeling 
of considerable surprise at hot finding Beacon’s name higher up, 
though the compliments, to his descendants are a sufficient 
testimonytohisownnierits.- 

Clyto, again, is one who might have received more sub- 
stantial recognition, and rve fancy that his blood will be very 
highly prized in the near future. 

For the best stud dog of the day Gfeentick ‘ walks in,’ as 
they say in racing parlance. - , . 

Of course there is an immense diversity of opinion when it 
comes to electing the six best-looking dogs and bitches withih- 
the memory of voters. The results gave " 

' . "’Votes 

1. Fullerton . . . . ... 18 

2. Miss Glendyne.• -16 

3. Bit of Fashion . . , . •. 9 

4. Lauderdale . . . hM'' ■ • • 8 . 

^ f Honeymoon . . . ? ■ . .1 

t Princess Dagmar . . . . . . J 
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with Canarad/!o, Shepherdess, Jester, Ghloe, Mespilus, London, 
and Greater Scot, tlose upi It will be seen from the reduction 
of the poll that the question-has been altogether shirked by 
quite a third of those Who ha\^e answered others ; and we frankly 
admit the difficulty tha;t, lies in making a ,satisfactory selection, 
We were pleased to find that Lauderdale,-Who was a shining 
light on the show bench, had not escaped notice ; undoubtedly 
he was a grand specimeri of the greyhound to look at, and -ax 
I rclieve. unlike most show, dogs of the breed, ’,\'as a useii.l pc”- 
former in his day and secured a fair share of slakes. 

Fullerton could hold his own in any show ring, as also could 
his dam and, her peerless half-sister, whilst a really grand¬ 
looking clog is Colonel North’s Not Out k>y Crecnric;:--lN'liss 
Glendyne, consequently own brother to Cagliostro, tlandsonie 
is as handsome does, and though Master xVlcGralh wa«, we arc 
told, by no means the sort to take a prize at, a, beauty show, 
the ■ sons and daughters of Greentick. from Paris bitches are 
pleasing both to the eye and the pocket. 

Beauty may, only be skin: .deep, but that skin often covers a 
conformation calcuiated to realise a courser's fondesl i.vpt.v .:nd 
long may it be. So. . . 

• 'ihe accounts of the most , exciting and best contested 
courses are somewhat meagre ; for instanc’c, a man of such 
experience as Mr.’ .William, Ellis names that between Master 
McGrath and Bab-at-theTBowster in the deciding course ibr 
hd Waterloo Cup, but omits to favour us with paj-iiculars frocir 
Ids own point of view, which would surely be iitieresiing ; bra- 
amother writer, (Loosing the same course, thus describes it 

The bitch- was going the faster, until the hare bearin.s'- to Ihc 
dog’s side crossed the drain by a hare-bridge. Jo tHkin;:; dio dvoin 
the bitch had to go round, by a, post at the enri o.! ihr biid.c!-. or 
she cvould have made the turn - a point just ar.iiim i-d by rlrw dMg: 
the course continued m thic(' wide circles in wliioh ‘si\ of one .nui 
half a dozen of the other’ was the cry ; at last the do;;, on iho 
inside, wrenched and killed, thus winning a giandly csinicsted 
course. 
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Mr. l.C<Jwarcl])cnt, wliosc remarkable succes.s as a breeder, 
trainer, and courser is almost , tinprecedented, speaks as 
follows^ . 

] ]i;iec many time-s stood alone; at Altcar, placed wlierc I 
thoupbt it best to be to pick up my dog, with none near rue, but 
I shall never forget the roar from the. crowd .when Fullerton drew 
out for the finest kill I ever saw made.in my life, and he also made a . 
point rluriug-this course ' which.for quickness and sagacity I never - 
:saw equalled. The. following were rdmarkably fine perfonnahees, 
and all intensely exciting.• ■ . , . . / , 

■' Pheebus beating Gay City b . 

Gay City beating Greater Scot 

Greater Scot beating Gay Gity .'. ; 

Miss Glendyne beating Greater. Scot . - 

beating Penelope II. : 

The greatest' race I ever saw to the. hare, was, at Haydock, 
between Greentickand Nolan .; they ran neck and neck for at least 
300 yards, and the former just shot out for.the turn., Nolan, never 
got over it. . ... , 

When Princess Dagmar rather first course at Newmarket, the 
hare dropped dead inside the Jerusalem Covert, and her opponent : 
(Haford) died half a .mile before reaching it. The bitch lay down 
just outside, but notwithstanding this.terrific gruelling, shecame ’ 
out and won two more courses, and in the interval of three months 
•divided at Plumpton and won the Waterloo Cup. When she ran , 
at Newmarket she must have been very , well and trained to,the • 

hour.. . . Tr ‘ w j 

The longest course ever run in my time was between England 
Yet and Bishop Juxton, this being the ‘decider’ for the Uffirigton 
Cup at Ashdowm.. . : , ‘ ■ 

We have already spoken of the cour.se between ' Master 
f McGrath and Bab-at-the-Bowster in tlie Waterloo Cup of 1869. 

1 Mr.' Dent omits to say which of Fullertonk- numerous Waterloo 
courses he refers to, but we , presume it was the final for,,.the Waterloo 
Cup, .1891. Whatever the great dog lacked in-killing power as a pappy, there 
is no doubt that this weak , spot in his performance %vas .quite .Remedied 
subsequently; for during the. campaigns^ 1S90-91 he was handy 
enough with his teeth and made some fine kills. 
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This is selected by no fewer than five coursers as by far the 
best contested and most exciting they had ever witnessed ; and 
of these three are strongly of opinion that, had the bitch been 
better placed, the remarkable record of the little Irishman 
would have been somewhat tarnished. It was obviously owing 
to a close and skilful observance of this course that Bab-at-the 
Bowster is, on several papers, pronounced the greyhound of the 
century. 

It will be observed that one of the courses named by Mr. 
Dent was that between Gay City and Greater Scot at Kempton ; 
and Mr. G. M. Williams, a courser of considerable experience,, 
refers to this, remarking that, though the son of Paris fell, he 
was quite under the impression that he finished a winner. We 
were ourselves a witness of this course, which was undoubtedly 
a most exciting one, and our opinion as to the result quite tallies 
with that of Mr. Williams. 

The following courses are named once ;— 

Between Bed of Stone and Lurline 

,, Honeymoon and Corby Castle 
„ Fullerton and Real Lace 

„ Burnaby and Duke Macpherson 

It will be noticed that nearly all have been fought out ort 
classic Altcar, and there are several reasons w’hy such records 
live in the minds of spectators. In the first place, excitement 
runs higher on these occasions, and the impressions are there¬ 
fore calculated to be more lasting ; secondly, the high cla.ss of 
dog competing tends to well-contested and exciting trials : and, 
finally, the nature of the ground lends itself to the highest tests 
of a greyhound’s merit. 

Before clo.sing our remarks on the answers to this question, 
it will Ire interesting to note the o])inion of no less an authority 
than Mr. James Hedlcy. During the intervals ol coursing on. 
the occasion of a recent Wkitcrloo Cup c(.)ntcst, in conver¬ 
sation with the judge we askefl liirn what was the best con- 
lestcd, cleverest, and most excitin.g course: he had ev<.:r seen. 11 c 
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]):uised, 1)ut only for a weconcl of. two, and theft replied decidedly, 

‘ 'I'hat between Miss (.ilendyne and Penelope 11 . in the final for 
die Cup.’ It will be seen that Mr. l)ent has made particular 
mention of tliis trial, and .we fancy that there are very many 
skilled coursers who will readily endorse the verdict of oup. lead¬ 
ing judge. The course is thus,described by ‘Robin Hood’;—•’ 

From a splendid slip Penelope 11 . quickly began to show ini 
front, and held the lead for quite two-thirds of the run up, then 
Miss Giendyne, who was certainly slow in getting into her stride,, 
began to get on terms, and, after drawing level, made a great 
effort on nearing the hare, and eventually made the turn just over-i 
a length in front ;; the hare, rvent to .Pe3ielope IP’s, side, and she’- 
swept round .with it -for two short points before Miss Giendyne 
resumed possession, and then a couple of exchanges.followed, after 
which the brindled drew out for a wrench and . a,-fine kill, thus 
winning a very exciting trial. .. , . / 

'A’hcji we consider what a pigmy Penelope II. was, her per¬ 
formance in this spin was really marvellous, ..and she must have 
been made of the best stuff. . . - - , ■ 

dlie question relating to the improvement or deterioration 
of greyhounds we will leave for subsequent discussion, and wall 
pass on to the ballot for pride of place as courser, breeder, 
trainer, judge and slipper respectively. 

Taking the first named, we find Colonel North at the head 
of the poll with 21 votes; Mr. E. Dent, ii ; Mr. H. G. 
Miller, 9; the Earl of Haddington, i ; Mr. Hornby, i ; Mr. 
Gladstone, i. ... . , 

Undoubtedly the success of Colonel North ,as an owner 
of greyhounds has been phenomenal as far as it has gone, and 
it is hardly to be wondered at that those who have filled in the 
forms should pronounce him the most successful courser of 
modern times. TYe believe it was Mr. W. J. Hope-Johnstone 
who recruited him to our ranks, and who acted as guide, 
philosopher, and. friend during, his novitiate.r His first 
important purchases were, if we remember rightly, Jock Scot 
and Mickleton, both good second-rate'■'dogs, with which he 
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u-'k a stake or two ; but in the )^'au.iloo Cup of his uiru usi 
';i8h.8) he was represented by a real good one in Dufe .Mpe 
jihicr-son, and when this puppy met an older ;u;dr,-o'-'ssjn^.'l 
opponent in Burnaby in the finale,c- v-erc trLatcd h - > rurc 
exciting tussle,' and the old one only just pulled through. 
Shortly after, Colonel North had die mi-firL.me v' u, r. r--„ 
tp.ost promising youngster; but he wa, no' li) ''r d.nh'-', ■' 
in.the fece of this disaster, he outstayed all oppositi'D when 
Indlerton was placed beforedVIr. RymilFs rostriirnat theroeiuor- 
abie sale of Messrs. Dent and Hibbert’s greyhounds. The price 
(860/.) was a long one, hut the purchase ha.s proved most profit¬ 
able, and the young dog’s first essay under the new ownership 
4|Uite recouped the purchaser,, who was also rewarded when he 
gave a good round sum for the beautiful half-sisters and co-divi¬ 
ders of the Waterloo Cup, Bit of Jhshion ; nd 2 'Ti.-:-. Cnc;-d.’n„ : 
and iti.s somewhat remarkable that, when mated vdth >be fame 
dog, the bitch, who was doubtless of inferior cks.^ has prodbced 
the best runners. At present Miss .Glendyne’s reputation as a 
matron-rests-upon decent performers such as -Cagliostro and 
.Not Out; but'how-can she compare in ihc stud be oh with 
•Bit of. Fashion, the • dam of -Fullerton, Simonian, Young 
Fullerton, Juyjon Vert, Kate Cuthbert, and others?" 

From Messrs. Thomson, Colonel North purchased Trough- 
end, who soon made a capital beginning to hh earner; and 
wRen this -dog, somewhat luckily be it ''onfe.used. divided 
the Gup with his kennel companion, also larky in having fcm 
the mighty Herschel when that dog was quite spar ciU, the 
Colonel had good reason to shake bands hcariih; with bin- 
self, and to glow with.gratitude toward^ ihosc friens^ -..hi) 
had counselled - him'whe.n making sde* hons foi his Viuiil, 
and choosing a trainer. Nor did lu . spi c n>p r.. c ; '■ 

as everyone interested iii coursir"; kij---'■ . I'nli-'U ; n,,, 

off all opposition, and easily seem eC th' <d ihi , 
of the leash the three following yea: Wiau v. -..v - 

must pause to remark that the o\i nii'c*--', .a 5i\'. < 

ver) nearly being broiiglit ,about b\ Im yte'un 81..!“,.' ti 
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kennel conijjanion Simonian,iii the first round of the Cup, ih<;i; 
and wc may mention in pafenthests that wlien the names 
of Colonel North’s two cracks were drawn together from the 
classic jug, there was a good deal of commiseration Showered 
on the owner; Ijut the sequel proved that nothing coqld have 
Ireen more fortunaic. When these two went to the slips there 
was much curiosity and excitement, as Mr. Dent had not- 
hesitated to state his opinion that the younger dog was the 
faster, though he Avmuld not hear of the elder being beaten. To 
a bad hare the black came at a great pace from the slips, andsoon 
showed in front. We were luckily placed for the run up, which 
was not a long one, and we should say the puppy finished a 
good length in front, Fullerton never having fairly got into his 
stride. After making the turn, however, Simonian went wide 
and let in the brindle, who put in two or three dashing points 
in his own inimitable style before letting in the other, who 
wrenched twice and then just failed to kill, when P'ullerton took_ 
possession, and using puss smartly for a couple of minor points, 
picked her up and just won. This was a scrambling course 
with a weak hare, and till the flag went up there was some uncer¬ 
tainty as to the result. Later on the brindle improved on this 
form and wound up with another brilliant victory, whilst his early 
opponent and younger brother ran through the Purse in grand 
style. Here is Colonel North's record for his four essays in 
the classic event of the coursing year :—^ 


1.888 

1889. 

1890 

1891 
1891 
.1892 


Duke Maepherson 
f Fullerton 
( Troughend .. 

' Fullerton , . 
Fullerton . , 

Simonian ■'; 
Fullerton 


. Ran up for Cup 
■ I Divided Cup 

Won Cup 
, Won Cup 
. Won Purse 
. Won Gup 


Besides these wonderful achievements, the Colonel has won a 
number of good stakes with such dogs as Mickleton, Tarset, 
Blue Green, Huie Holloa, Nuneaton, Not Out, NetheraVon, 
Kate Cuthbert, &c. : and as long as he sticks to the strain 
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of which he is the fortunate possessor, nothing but a complete 
reversal of the luck that has followed him can prevent him from 
appropriating a good share of the plums of the season. 

The brilliant career of this meteor on the coursing 
firmament has thrown into shade the consistent shining of 
such stars as Mr. Dent and Mr. Miller. The former is so 
closely identified with the success of Colonel North that 
the honour is due to him even in a greater degree than to the 
owmer ; not only did he breed Fullerton and his progenitors on 
the dam’s side, but he also trained them for all their engage¬ 
ments, and certainly no trainer of modern times can show such a 
record as regards the special preparation requisite for success at 
Altcar. The eleven voters who named Mr. Dent as the most 
successful cou 7 -se 7 - must have borne these fiicts in mind, and in 
the highest se 7 ise of the zvo 7 'd theirs is a happy selection ; for we 
take it that there is a distinction to be drawn between a coursei' 
and an ownez', and in the former capacity there is no doubt 
that Mr. Dent easily bears off the palm. 

Mr. Miller, who comes third, has very great claims ; in fact, 
in all-round coursing his successes, if totted up, would, we fancy, 
exceed those of the master of Shortt Flatt, though as regards 
the Waterloo contest his record is not so brilliant. Misterton’s 
victory came as a pleasant surprise, judging by the price 
at w'hich he started; and from this mighty sire sprang a 
host of winners to do honour to the Dorsetshire courser. 
Mullingar, Millington, Middleton, Madeleine, Mickleton, 
Match Girl are but a few from a long list, and a reference 
to the table of winners got by the W'aterloo Cup winner 
of 1879 reveal many a winner that credited Mr. Miller 
with good stakes. Of late years Mr. Gladstone, by the aid 
of Greentick and his descendants, can show a brilliant list 
of triumphs ; while the Me.ssrs. Fawcett, who stick religiously 
to tlieir own particular strain, can lx: '|uoted a:s courscis whose 
success ha,s Itecn crmsjMCiious of latt: a remark ihat also 
applies to Mir. I forirby and tiie Messrs. Theanson. 

Mr. Dent, of course, heads the list of breeders willi ej 
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and what we have already said renders further comment 
iiccdlcs.s, M.r. Ma'ller can,, on the same grotutds, be ^ismis-jcd 
whlh i!ic remark that be; takes. second .place wi^| 13 yote^, 
wiiilsi Mr. Hayward is the only other Iweeder has 

uained suffrage, 'fh-is gentleman, who bred, amongst a host 
of yihe]- good ones, that sterling little, bitch.Happy-fi.ondelle 
(whose litter brother.s and sisters,, Have-a-Care, lulus, and 
Rotula, were all good winners) by Maepherson—-Rota, ha-, 
a wade knowledge .and experience and a fine faculty for 
iKxligrees, only equalled by that of Mr. Ellis and Mr. N. 
Dunn. 'Once more Mr. Dent heads the poll as a trainer 
with 23 votes, the late Archie Coke coming second with ii 
and J. Coke following with 9 ; but as this vote is. practically 
identical, the mass brings this kennel to 21 votes, which is a 
strong testimony to the esteem in, which it is held and to the 
success that has attended its efforts. Many an owner can bear 
W'itness to. the integrity and energy of the late veteran, and the 
establishment now presided over by his son is patronised by 
some of the most influential and enthusiastic followers of the. , 
greyhound. 

iVe now come to an opinion on the merits of the judges of ., 
the day. Two stand out conspicuously, and these are 'Mr, 
James Hedley and Mr. Brice. It is easy to see what the opinion 
of the coursing World is ; for the former gains . 31 votes to 7 
scored by Mr. Brice, and the election of the former as judge 
, of the Waterloo meeting year after year by a large majority 
s]3eaks volumes for the confidence which nominators repose 
in hinr. We take it that, with Mr. HedlCy put out of the 
question, Mr. Brice would distance all other opponents quite , 
as markedly, as there is no doubt .that he is held in very 
high esteem by.. all classes of coursing, men and. also .'by 
the public. He is ahvays steady, careful, and entirely impartial 
in his decisons, and his services, especially in the South, are; 
in great request. The advent of Judge Hedley marked 
a new era in the sport; for we are informed by the most 
competent authorities that the earlier systems and methods of 
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deciding trials were far from satisfactory, and he (Mr. Hedley) 
was the first to mitigate the nuisance of undecideds—an evil 
that had previously flourished to an irritating and dangerous 
extent ; one courser of long experience informing us that in the 
old days he had seen the judge’s hat come off no fewer than five 
times for one trial, which shows how the practice was used as a 
foil to the confusion and vacillation of judges. 

Tom 'Wilkinson scores as easily in the list of slippers as 
Mr. Hedley did in that of judges, receiving as many as 
27 votes. Some of the older generation of coursers ‘go for’ 
Tom Raper, so that he is second with it. This slipper is 
beyond our memory, but the fathers of the sport speak of 
him in terms of the highest praise. Jefiery and Bootiman 
get I vote each, and they are undoubtedly painstaking and 
skilful men. 

Opinions differ considerably as to the merits of the various 
coursing grounds, but with regard to the .English venues 
Araesbury is held in highest esteem, and is voted for by fifteen 
of those who filled up the forms. Altcar and Border Union 
are next with seven. Other grounds that are thought welt of 
are .\shdown, Newmarket and Brigg. Carmichael is, par excel 
knee, the pick of the Scotch meetings, whilst Upper Nithsdale 
and Kelso Border Ground are also noticed. With one voice 
Lurgan is pronounced the ideal of Irish coursing, and wc 
have been told that this ground will bear comparison with any 
in the United Kingdom. 

'I’Vhth reference to the question, 'Which have been the most 
successful sires within the last thirty ycaiv ? wc will go somewhat 
further back, and give a rough sketch of tlie liest strains as 
far as we have any information which (;an be relied upon ; and 
that, as all breeders know, at the cost of much time and tem|)er, 
is most meagre. 

d.'lie average generation of a gre\ hc>iind is abonl hve yi.'.irs ; 
liy which is meant, that from d'oiTam's Snowball, who was 
jiupped a.bout ryijb, to the presdil liinr: \\r shall liiul In an\- 
jicdigree about nineteen oi' twenty gviiri'ations. .\nd iln.- usual 





of surcessfiil breeding sceins to tally mtli this period. ; 
lint Ihwe ;ni ver\' grent exceptions. We have not been able to 
”0 J'urthir b.ick lluin Lord ( 3 rford’s Czarina, who was ^mpped 
about 1778. She was the grandmother of Snowball.'*-'It is 
recorded of her that she won forty-seven matches, and never ' 
was beaten. A melancholy interest attaches to her last appear- : 
ance, as her owjxer, Lord Orford, xyas so excited at seeing his 
favourite win that he fell off his pony and died. 

This bitch is the progenitor of all our best greyhounds, we 
might almost say of all greyhounds of the present day, She ^ 
was exceptional in every way. Not only was she an exception¬ 
ally good performer, but she was exceptional in’breeding ; 
we are, told that she did not breed till she was thirteen years 
old, and then she bred Claret and Vengeance, two very good 
greyhounds, of which Claret was the sire of Snowball and 
Major. This is more exceptional than it-would seem at first 
sight; for very few bitches Ixave bred at that age, and none that 
we know of have produced winners, even if they had litters. Mr. 
G. Carruthers’s Meg, by Terrona, the winner of the Waterloo 
Cup, is the only instance we have come across at all like that of 
Czarina. She bred Bellini when she was twelve years old, and 
he in his turn has got some winners. We believe she had a litter 
when she was fourteen years old, but do not think any of the 
produce could be called successful. It is rare for greyhounds 
to produce anything good at the age of ten years. Out of a 
list of about 2,400 successful breeders, there are only about no 
of that age or more. Those of the age of eleven and twelve 
are very few indeed, certainly not twenty ; while not one has 
attained the age of Czarina—thirteen years. It is to be under¬ 
stood that the point dwelt upon is success in breeding, not in 
running. It is possible that Misterton may have winners to 
represent him begotten when he was thirteen years old ; buf 
we cannot tell if they will, in their turn, be successful as 
breeders. That is the point. David and Meg are the only 
two we know who have produced successful breeders at the age 
' of twelve years. ! 
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It will -now be clear that Czarina must have been truly 
an extraordinary greyhound ; and from her must date an 
improvement in the quality of the lireed. Her sons, Claret 
and Vengeance, were famous ; but still more was Tophanr's 
Snowball, the Eclipse of the leash, and his brother, Thornton’s 
Major, who were her grandsons. Snowball never was beaten, 
and his fame was so great that Sir "Walter Scott immortalised 
him in verse. From him and from his brother Major come 
all our successful runners, through Senate and Oliver Twist. 
Most probably King Cob, who might be compared to Touch¬ 
stone, was of the same blood. He was of what would be 
called in those days the Newmarket breed. Gunshot, one of 
his ancestors, is said to be of Lord Rivers’s breed; and Lord 
Rivers’s Rhocla, a favourite brood bitch, was a granddaughter 
of Snowball. Other breeders about Newmarket, such as Inskip 
and Hassall, would value the strain as highly as he did. There 
is probably not a greyhound now running who has not King 
Cob as his progenitor. 

Lidderdale’s Champion, Best’s Streamer, and later on 
Hassall’s Hercules and Longden’s Old Derbyshire Grasper, were 
all of this breed. 

It is difficult for us at the present time to say which were the 
successful breeders among greyhounds in the early years of this 
century ; there was so much more private lu'eeding then, and 
with it so much jealousy in keeping successful strains to their 
own kennel, and a dislike to give information on the subject. Un - 
fortunately for us, Thacker was aware of this feeling, and excused 
some of his mistakes in his ‘ Annual ’ on tlic ground that it would 
have been an impertinence in him to ha ve written to a, lirecder of 
greyhounds for information on the suiqect. As a. consequence, 
the records of pedigrees arc faulty in detail. 

When we come to Hill’s Bachelm- in >828, .and to Daintiee’s 
King.Cob in rggS, wc find ourselves on soinewhal linner 
ground. Captain Daintree was one ot ihe lirsi to put his <log 
at the service of tiie public, and from ihat tuii'- w.: Imd more 
1 ;ed igrecs advertised. 
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From those two greyhounds come the modern breed. 
Bachelor was the ancestor of Bugle, who through Borron’s 
Bluehglit founded what might be called the Ganaradzo breed ; 
including in this title the progeny of Lady Stormont, and that 
of Blackcloud. Bugle is also represented in the pedigree of 
David. - Bachelor is likewise the ancestor of that other famous 
line of Senate and Oliver Twist. Oliver Twist, who was said 
to be by no means a good dog himself, though he was second 
to Harlequin for the Waterloo Cup, was the sire of ^udge at a 
year old, and died Wo years afterwards. He was the grandsire 
of Judge and Sunbeam. The family of Judge was, and is, one 
of the most successful. Sunbeam, we think, still lives in Sir 
Thomas Brocklebank’s strain, which is ever astonishing us by 
exhibitions of its stoutness. 

Oliver Twist’s brother. Senate, has a larger and: an equally 
successful family to represent him. The descendants of his 
sons. Junta and Sackcloth, still take high rank among the, best. 
He is also the ancestor of Long’s David. In this great sne the 
two branches are united, for he has also a double strain of 
King Cob. 

This other great branch in; modern pedigrees, i.e. King Cob, 
was the sire of Figaro and, The Tollwife, and grandsire of. 
Sam. Through Figaro we have Bedlamite and the four sisters 
Mocking Bird, Marionette, and Humming Bird, and one 
without a name, which has made a name for herself, as the 
ancestor of Bab-at-the-Bowster, the most wmrthy descendant , 
of Czarina, 

Bedlamite was the grandsire of Cardinal York, his brother 
Picton, and that great family. Mocking Bird, through Mansoor 
and Mechanic, has a large family to keep her name alive. 
Humming Bird lives in the progeny of Lady Stormont and 
her son Cashier, and joins her unnamed sister in Contango. 

Again, Sam was the progenitor of Bab-at-the-Bowster, and 
the union of Sam and The Tollwife produced Motley, and 
Mrs. Kitty Brown, the ancestors respectively of David arid 
Chloe. , 
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Roughly speaking, here are the lines of the great sires ofthat 
l^rae : Canaradzo, Judge, Cardinal York, David. C 

Conuingo reprc.sents the lines of Canaradzo and Cardinal 
York; the -dams of Ylistcrton and Greentick (his son and 
grand.son) furnish those of Judge and David. These two, the 
great sires of modern day.s, -will be seen to ,be of almost the 
^aine blood ; and are worthy of the greatest sires in their .several 
generations. 

Several strains of Mocking Bird and her sisters are to be 
found in both ; Greentick boa.sts also the names of Cerito, 
Racketty Hoppicker, Riot and Prizeflower in his 
..Some hold that the excellence of the greyhound comes more 
-from the dam, and some believe that he will prove the^greatest 
sire.of all time.. With these great names in addition to the 
others, ‘ Is it folly that we hope it may be- so ? ’ 

■ In .some sort of way, the above account, as it may .vCI b-r 
rermed, of these two champion siies furnishes us wid an answe: 
as to the. most successful sires of the last thirty years. 

Bugle, Bluelight, Beacon, Canaradzo, King Death, Judge. 
Senate, David, Sam, Figaro, Bedlamite, Cardinid York, ba’ .. 
made their mark among the si.ms of old pwhile Cashitn If.s.soii 
.Contango, his grandson Ptarmigan, and the produce of the last 
from Galknt Foe, Jester, Peter, and Paris are among the be.st 
■of later day.s. Bedfellow, a son, and. Maepherson, a grandson, 
bf Contango have much the same blood. 

Gauld Kail has the addition of some very good lines. 
.notably ;of Barrator, by many, thought to have been tlic very 
best, certainly the most-wonderful dog of his day ; of Jnidine’'-; 
Ladylike, and of I.ord FlglintonY Waterlr>u. the cha;ii[>w.:-. '. -i 
his day. 

l^atent was of the .--ame blood as the gi\ al-gramklar.c of 
Greentick, and was grcat-grand.sirc of GalhuU Foe ; Otif '.xah 
these exceptions, neither he nor Clyto. who '•hares niml s.f ]-,,s 
lines with Greentick, will be found in liic jiedsgovs <4 the .l; v 
as often a.s their suc<.e>s in. the finsl gL-ntt.cuon secnud ;o 
promise. 
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sljould be rcniarked that Beacon owefi his chief, if not 
jiolo, rcj)rcscr)i:ation in these days to his union with Scotland 
Yet, as Ptarmigan docs to that with Gallant Foe. The family 
of the last couple, Ptarmigan and Gallant - Foe, is probably 
the most distinguished hi the annals of coursing. Princess 
Dagmar, Miss Glendyne, Bit of Fashion, Fullertonj all winners, 
tvto of them more than once, of the, Waterloo Cup, and in 
1S91 the winner and runner-up for the Cup, as well ;as dhe 
winners of the Purse and Plate, may be said to have established ' 
a record. ' ' ■ ; 

Strange Idea should not be passed over.- He was one of . 
the successful sires of his day and furnished the winner of .. ,, 
the Cup in Sea Cove. Brigadier was another favourite sire j' .> 
and he claims Honeymoon among the Waterloo roll., Bothal ' 
Park should also be namedj being the sire of the winner of the 
Waterloo Cup and of the Gosforth. Gold Cupp these stakes . 
requiring very different styles of running. And Fusilier should 
not be left out, as in his short career he was the sire of one of 
the Waterloo Cup winners in Muriel, and laid the foundation 
of the success of Mr. Thomas Grahams kennel with Annie 
Maepherson and Mary Hill. His strain is undoubtedly much 
valued by breeders. 

But, tifter all, it is difficult to say which sires are the; most 
distinguished for their .success. The grounds on which to found 
the distinction are so various. The number of winners of all 
kinds may be one standard ; the numbers, of winners of the 
first class may be the recommendation, to others ; the power of 
perpetuating its good qualities, as breedersqvould term it its, 
prepotency, Would be valued by another class. 

Then, again, the length of stud life would greatly modify 
any statistics. We have Oliver Twist,* a sire at a year old, and ' 
dead in three years,; Fusilier,, with a stud life of about three , 
years; Maepherson, with four years, compared with David and . 
Misterton, who lived till they were thirteen years old, ; 

Once more ; the means of popularising the dog or the fame 
of the kennel, would have an effect.', ,Bothal Park, for instance, 
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was allowed to run loose in a pit village till Snowflight had 
made a name for him ; while Misterton was carefully managed, 
the best of mates were found for him, and a word was never 
wanted to illustrate the excellence of his produce. 

We add, as a sort of rough guide, the number of times in which 
each of the sires named appears in a collection of pedigrees of 
the winning strains of modern da}'s. It must be noted that it 
cannot be accepted as a criterion of the success of each dog, for 
the above reasons ; besides which, the latest sires are credited 
with winners whose excellence in breeding has not yet been 
proved. The older sires occur only as the parents of those who 
preserved their names in the annals of breeding, not of running. 


Still, some interest may attach itself to the list 



Misterton 

168 

Ptarmigan 


. 40 

Greenti'ck 

87 

Jester 


■ 39 

Canaradzo 

68 

Brigadier 


■ 36 

Maepherson . 

59 

Cardinal York 


■ 35 

Patent . . . . 

52 

Cashier . 



Bedfellow 

50 

Pinkerton 


• 3 ^ 

Clyto . . . . 

49 

Strange Idea . 


■ 27 

Cauid Kail 

45 

Bothal Park . 


• 27 

Contango 

40 

King Death . 


. 22 

The following are rath 

er before 1S60 : - 




David . . . . . . . . -45 

Judge.35 

Bedlamite ........ 32 


AV'e now come to those questions which relate to coursing- 
in general, and first we will go over the answers received to 
question No. 5, viz. ‘In your o[)in!on have greyhounds im 
proved or deteriorated of late years ? d'o what do you attribute 
such improvement or deterioration ? ’ 

There is a strong balance of (jpinion tied p.'ice has irnpi-o-red, 
but that pluck and determinrUion liavr. deliaioi-.'iied. and 
I'nany jyrorninent crjiirsers lia-i'e atlribuiiad tl)i.s slate ol things 
C) the run on enclosed eouraing, v.-iii( li l:i:;li;d till the olinir; 
:1 
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ihr .siujrt, ns it had hitherto hccn conducted, fairly frightenff! 
tin- hettcr c.lnss of <anirsers ifilo a steady opposition. A 
vahiaVjleOjfmioii in tin's directifrn is given by Mr. J. Porter 
Porter, win,) says : ■ . , . . , ' 


Now that criclohcd coursing is losing popularity, all iinwt sec 
tin* ruin tha.t has arisen from it ; good greyhound.s spoiled ; fluky, 
flashy ones benefited ; stamina and determination. lost sight ;of; 



sorts; encouragement. to small bookmakers and welshers ; and 
deterioration of all long-odds betting before a meeting, and conse-, 
quent prejudice to o'ccrt? books strong incentive to run for money 
value only, and not for sport’s sake. It now lies with the real sports¬ 
men of Great Britain and Ireland, who course for the love of the 
thing only, to raise the standard of coursing, Avhich has sunk far 
below its proper level. The thanks of all may thus be ensured, no 
matter how a few may be annoyed for a year or two. 

Mr. Frank Richardson, a northern courser who took to the 
sport as far back as 1850, but who for the past four or five 
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years has ceased to maintain a kennel of greyhounds, declares 
himself Laudator tcniforis acti, and proceeds thus :—'The en¬ 
closed meetings have spoiled the all-round characteristics of 
the greyhound ; for since these meetings were estalDlished he 
has been bred for speed alone. There is also much more in- 
breeding than in the olden time, which tends to deterioration.’ 
The latter part of this opinion is well worthy of notice, and 
induces speculation as to whether or no in-breeding tends to 
lower the general standard of merit, and if so in what direction. 
Is it prejudicial to stamina? and does it promote speed? 
In our chapter on breeding this will Ire found fully discussed, 
and rvith it attention is called to the evils arising from the 
overstrained procreative powers of the fashionable sires of the 
day, a reason assigned by J. T. Shaw for what he holds to 
be a slight deterioration in our present running dogs. The 
opinion as to the evils arising from enclosed coursing and the 
consequent ‘ flashiness ’ and lack of stamina given by Messrs. 
Porter Porter and Frank Richardson is shared by Messrs. 
\V. Ellis, J. L. Reed, J. Taylor, Florace Ledger, and A. J. 
Humphery, who all express themselves more or less strongly 
on the subject. 

Some there are who stoutly maintain that the greyhound 
is a decidedly improved animal, and they mostly attribute this 
desirable state of things to the greater care and attention be¬ 
stowed by coursers on breeding, rearing, kennelling and train¬ 
ing, as compared with the slipshod procedure of the days of 
yore. Amongst this number are Messrs. Dent, F. Graves, 
T. Dobson, G. M. Williams ; several otlvjrs hold that the 
average of merit has been maintained. 

Now, to sum up this question, we arc inclined to agree 
with those who point to flashy and roguish greyhounds as the 
product of the enclosed meetings, to a.dmit a. great improve¬ 
ment in average speed, and a corre.Sjionding falling r,ll in 
stamina and courage ; and moreovei' we would point lo a 
quality that may bear good, fruit, hut whi<-h, if abiis.al, ma\' 
be disa.strous in its consequences, viz. intelligence, wliich, it 
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iinduly (l(.v(d()|)( i], is ])r(jne to ijiduce cunning and trickcr)'. 
\Vc have nircady travui sccJ the ojdnions of tlie old writers who 
held as an axiinn that ‘the greater the fool tlie better the 
greyhound,’ for we do not believe that crass stupidity is cab 
culaled to lit the individual, human or animal, for any work 
that he may lae set to do ; and many a noted greyhound has 
been well developed i)r the intellectual faculties without ever 
having run otherwise than bravely and honestly. 

Doubtless the enclosed meetings are responsible for the 
increase of this roguish propensity in far greater degree than 
the development of the intellect ; though in such cases a clever 
dog is far more likely to fall a victim to undesirable habits 
than if his efforts had been confined to the open country. A 
dog of average intelligence, running time after time at the same 
enclosure, cannot fail to notice the run of the hares ; and his 
deductions, though they may lead to his picking up puss 
before the escape is reached, will probably have lost him the 
verdict and possibly cost him a fatal knock on the head ; 
whereas this identical greyhound, if relegated to the open, 
would have .sufficient intelligence to see that his old .st3de of 
running did not lead to like results, and in the interests of his 
teeth he would find that honesty was the best policy. 

Still, although we agree as to the evil induced by a too 
free patronage of the enclosures, we cannot subscribe to the 
dictum that the alleged deterioration affects either the average 
or the aggregate, and we feel convinced that, though there may 
be more rogues than in bygone eras, there are undoubtedly more 
good greyhounds and fewer bad ones running than ever there 
were : and we join those who attribute the improvement to 
the care, trouble, and expense that are nowadays bestowed in 
breeding, training, and running greyhounds capable of holding 
their own in the important stakes of the year. The fact of 
the matter is that in olden times the few good dogs stood out 
as Gullivers in Liliiput ; but now, unless a dog is quite phe¬ 
nomenal—a Fullerton, in fact—his merits are applauded when 
he wins : then he is forgotten until the occasion of his next 
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success, and he is continually meeting opponents of equal 
calibre and’class. A parallel may be found in the case of 
the Turf; for we opine that during the past decade we have 
been richer in the aggregate of good horses than we ever were 
previously, while the average of merit far surpasses that of the 
earlier portions of the century. 

Therefore our verdict on all counts is as follows :— 

1. The average speed has increased. 

2. Stamina and courage have decreased. 

3. Both average and aggregate merit have improved. 

4. Flashiness and roguishness are far more frequently met 
with. 

Rider .—The causes that ha\'e led to the unsatisfactory 
portion of this verdict are :— 

{li) The attention that has been bestowed on pace at the 
sacrifice of stamina and courage, consequent on breeding for 
the rostrum and the demand for ‘speedy ones.’ 

{f) The evils resulting from the system adoped at enclosures. 

ip) The breeding on lines which, however good, are too 
closely identified : whereby we do not mean in-breeding ; but 
rather the too free use of ‘ fashionable ’ sires to the exclusion 
of a host of hardy, useful customers whose merits at the stud 
are never fairly tested, yet whose blood is of the bluest, and 
whose performances have been full of merit. A reference to 
the list of greyhounds running through the season will reveal 
the fact that there are not above half-a-dozen sires who have 
as many runners to represent them—which is remarkable, con¬ 
sidering the large number of sterling dogs advertised as at the 
service of the public. Before quitting this sulqect we \nust not 
forget to point out that, as every dark cloud has a silver lining, 
it would be unfair in the extreme to heap nothing but unquali¬ 
fied abuse on all enclosed meetings. 'Fhcy have their uses 
and abuses, and in the former capacity should receive recog¬ 
nition from even the most bigoted of (he old school. A large 
produce stake such as is run at I faydi>ck is a most interest¬ 
ing event. For a jmppy coiniycting it is likely to In- more 
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IjtneficialIlian Ibc reverse, an4may prove.an excellent initkr^V 
lion, whereas Uie ordeal of the open with so large an entry • 
might Tcr)' ivel! settle all future hope for those that got to tlie 
end of the stake. , ■ ■ . 

IVe now approach the much-vexed sapling cjue.stion, viz. 

Do you think it prejudicial to the welfare of a sapling to' 
run him— ' 

(a) At an enclosed meeting, where the shield is moved , 
hal f-way up the ground ?- 

(li) In the ojien ? . ■ . 

The answers we have received to this query are so diverse 
and diametrically opposed to one another that it is almost 
impossil'tlc to arrive at a real consensus of opinion; For 
instance, Mr. Dent boldly declares that he would not hesitate ; 
to rim saplings, and that in so doing their career would not be 
in anyivay prejudiced, bar accidents; while Mr.J. L. Keed 
and others are strongly opposed to running.saplings under any ' 
circumstances. Some see no harm in running them at en¬ 
closures, but condemn open coursing ; whilst others—a more j 
limited band—hold that to run a youngster in the open, where „ 
he has a fair chance of Idlling his hare, is preferable to the . 
first propo-sition, where they may use their hare to the 'escape, . 
and then be disappointed—which they are apt to remember, to 
their owners’ cost, when their legitimate running career com- ■ 
mences—an argument in which there is sot'ne sound connnqrt 
sense, albeit the risks and dangers of over-exertion and heart¬ 
breaking trials are so great under such circuihstances that the 
disadvantages must inevitably outweigh the advantages. 

Some hold that sapling-running is only detrimental when 
training is involved, whilst others declare that it must be . 
injurious unless the youngster is well trained. Here W'e should 
certainly fall in with the views of the latter section. To run a 
sapling soft and quite untrained -would surely be to court 
disaster. On the other hand, be it understood, we should 
not advocate a course of training such as ivould be given 
a mature greyhound. In foregoing pages the. method of a 
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task, for it is diffiaiil to a feasible reason why a trial 

of moderate Jenglli should be prejudicial to a young grey- 
Iround. d.’ake, for instance, one which is bom, say, in January; 
'.He does well, gets over a mild attack of distemjx^r, and by 
March of the folloiving year is, as far as the eye and the hand 
con tell, a tvell-developed and mature youngster, as well fitted 
for the task as'a two-year old racehorse or a Univer.sity athlete. 
His speed may be at its prime; his stamina should be sufficient 
to carry him through the apparently by ho mejns trying ordlal 
of working his.hare up half the space.of an ordinary.epursing 
enclosure. Without being trained to the hour,’.he is yet in a 
state of excitement, health, and.fitness,' carrying no ^perfluous-, 
flesh or fat. within or without. He does what ,!^ asked,, and 
shows no ouPvard or visible signs, of temporary distress or 
lasting deterioration; he has seen a hare, and enjoyed the 
fiery joy of the chase ; henceforth he is ,on the alert, he 'has a. 
degree of confidence lacking fin the green novice, and he 
despises opposition. When the forthcoming campaign'dooms. 
in- the near future you have no reason to doubt his prowess. 
His performance as a sapling was unexceptionable, his phy.sique 
and breeding all that could be desired; butwh’at,& the result? 
In nine cases out. of ten he proves to.be practically useless, and ' 
his retirement from public running rather than ‘ the Blue 'Ribbon 
of the Leash ’ is the goal to which he is inevitably drifting. ■ 
Hence, in summing up,’ we are. reluctantly ctnnpelled to 
record oui opinion that, though in theory there is no discernible 
reason-why a. mature sapling of fifteen, months, in-a state of 
physical ivell-being, is unfit to com|)ete against one of his own 
age in a trial of -limited length, practice, on the other hand, 

■ holds up a warning finger, and, despite the mighty achieve¬ 
ments of Miss Glendyne and her half-sister, the peerless matron 
Bit of Fashion, warns us that, if we have a sapling of excep¬ 
tional promise, his public efforts should be delayed until he 
enters upon the season of his legitimate puppyhood. With- 
these, remarks we bring to a close our analysis of the answers 
received to our circular. Such an expression of opinion from 
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those whose experience in ctfirsing matters carries immense 
weight must prove both interesting and instructive to all who 
follow the fortunes of the leash, and our most grateful thanks 
are tendered to them for having given so much time and 
thought to our appeal. 



IS handsome does' is an old and trite adage j 


e had any intimate experience of the various 
s of dogs will agree with us that, as a rule, the 
the best. That exceptions are frequently met 
gainsaid. Many a plain-looking greyhound has 
ag merit; but then, if his points be. carefully 
be found that they are well balanced, and that 
It in striking beauty is made up for by some 
relopment conducive to speed, stamina, or 
that all points are so evenly balanced that no 
efect stands out prominently. Master McGrath 
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pactly built, and had a phenomenal development of quarter that 
lent him remarkable propelling power which enabled him to put 
in that wonderful ‘ extra bit ’ when he was apparently full)’ ex¬ 
tended, a power shared by every great greyhound or raceliorse. 

The sketch at the head of this chapter represents tire out¬ 
line of a greyhound of well-balanced physique. The letters 
indicate the points familiar to all cynophili.sts, but useful as 
references when studying the description which ensues 



c Eye , . D N N Back 

DDi' ’ LLRibs 


rfEar 


N O Stifle 

(r Q Whtp or tail 


thigh 


The ve 


the dog into ; 


The term fo7'ehand is generally taken to include chest, shoulder-s, 
bi'isket, and forearm ; whilst quarters signifies back, couplings, 
stifie, thighs, second thighs, and gaskins ; but each tenn is elastic, 
, and is often applied to the whole of the fore and hind c^uarlers 
respectively. 


DESCRIPTION OF THE SHOW POINTS OJ-' A OREVHOUND 
An old writer has summed up the description of the 
greyhound in the following rhyme :— 

Heade Ij'ke a snayke 
Necke lyke a drayke 
Backe iyke a beanie 
, Cheste lyke a breamc 
Foote lyke a cattc 
Tayle lyke a rattc. 






COURSING 


■With regnrd to the head of the greyhound it is somewhat 
far-fctched to liken it to that of a snake, although the term 
is very frer.itiently met with in modern journalism; ‘ a long 
snake-like bead’ being quite a cant phrase with advertisers of 
fox-terriers and other such dogs. 

‘Neck like a drake' is fair, for in this particular no dog can 
vie with the greyhound and his cousins-gerrnan as regards the 
acme of grace and symmetry. If novelists would only describe 
their heroines as being possessed of greyhound-like necks 
instead of swan-like ones, the simile would be more accept¬ 
able. It is madness to allow the mind to dwell on a vision of 
female loveliness attached to a swan-like neck ! 

‘ Back like a beam ’ would seem to imply a broad, fiat 
back, the same width from end to end, which would, of course, 
be wrong ; but tve must only take it as applying to its strength 
and breadth. 

‘ Chest like a bream ’ is sufficiently descriptive,.and quite 
applicable.' 

‘Foot like a cat' will' not quite do, as the foot of a grey¬ 
hound is not as round as that of grimalkin, nor are the toes of 
the latter as arched as those of the former, though in closeness 
and compactness they resemble one another. 

‘Tail like a rat’ will do, except that we do not often see rats 
with the terminal pot-hook, characteristic of the greyhound. 

The following is a categorical description :— ■ 

Head (including nose, muzzle, jaws, eyes, ears, and skull ).—- 
‘ That head is the best which is most often in front,’ .was the 
answer given by a well-known M.F.H. when asked which he 
considered the best type of foxhound head. This applies 
with almost equal force to, the greyhound. IVe say ‘almost’ 
advisedly, for the latter has more work to do with his head 
(physically speaking) than the former. The head itself should 
be long and tapering, the skull slightly domed, but flat at the 
junction with the neck; the muzzle long and powerful, and 
the pose pointed ; the jaws strong, muscular, and level; pig- 
jaws or overshot teeth are very objectionable, and prevent a dog 
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from holding his hare when he has floored her. Undershot 
greyhounds ai'e seldom met with; and should not be encouraged. 

The eyes are of moderate size, neither deep-.set nor pedun¬ 
culated, and of varying colour ; generally speaking, a light eye 
in a dog of dark colour is to be avoided. The usual ineasure- 
merit of the head round the ears would be from 14IJ to 15I, 
inches according to sex and size, but a tape run round the eyes 
should show a con.siderably reduced measurement. 

The cheek should be very muscular, so as to lend additional 
strength to the striking and holding power of the jaw. 

The 7 ieck of the greyhound is peculiarly graceful, and its 
length, symmetry, and set on are of vital importance. It must 
be of sufficient lepgth and flexibility to enable him to strike 
his hare without losing stride. A ewe neck—i.e. one that is 
concave above and convex beneath instead of the reverse—is 
a terrible fault, and one seldom met with, for the simple 
reason that all puppies thus afflicted are as a rule promptly 
destroyed. If the tape is run from the point of the nose 
to that of the shoulder, the junction of the head with the 
neck will, in a well-formed dog, be found to be midway. 
This fact is mentioned by ‘Stonehenge,’ and is well worth 
remembering, for where the test fails it will be found that 
either the head or the neck is- too short for well-balanced 
.S5'mmetry. A long, graceful, and well-set neck adds greatly 
to that vague—but to experts well-understood—term, quality. 

Chest and shoulders. —The chest of the greyhound is 
-somewhat flat, but deep and roomy, giving plenty of .spa.ce for 
lungs and heart to bear the extra strain so often put on them. 
The shoulders are long, oblique, and laid rvell back, working 
smoothly on the flat surface of the ribs, the latter being well 
separated and more convex as they approach the quarters. It 
is of great importance that in none of these details excess 
should be noticeable, for unless a happy medium is mainfairicd 
the effect of the whole is neutralised. 

The back is arched and very powerful and .sujjplc ; it is 
broad, and shows enormous musciffar development Thc.se 
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nuiscltjK should' lie forward, setting the back well into- the ' 
sljoulder-bladcs, and rising prominently on each side of the 
siriiie, wliicli lies, as it were, in a trough between the ridges. 

The qiiarlcrs. —'I’he general impression is one of great 
power, and in following a good and well-trained d^g, it wiU 
strike the observer that the balance .of power is iffteven, and 
that die develofiment of the hind quarters somevi'hat dwarfs, 
that of the fore : such an impression a.s is produced in inverse 
ratio when meetinsq a bulldog. This is not really-the case, the 
fact being that the functions of the hind quarters are more 
obvious to the eye than those of the fore. 

■ The thighs are well breeched, and full-of muscle. 
rZ/f/i; long and well bent. ' 

The second thighs rt/zif exceedingly miSfeular, and far 

more developed than in any other animal. ,Thi,s is one of the 
first points to ivhich a practised courser lyill direct his eye. 

The hocks let down, strong, and well .separated from the 
leg bone. . ' 

long and slightly curled a.t the extremity—a fine whip 
tail is sometimes insisted on, but some of the liardest and speedi¬ 
est strains show a considerable coarseness in the stern. This 
peculiarity is very noticeable in the dogs inbred to Contango. 

The fore legs should be straight, and the Ixzne carried -well 
down, muscular on the outer surface, but fiat on the inner. 

The pasterns long, but very strong and springy. 

The feet of moderate size ; the middle toes, being slightly 
longer, make them appear move oval or pointed than round, 
but the impress will show that such is not the case. A- flat, 
foot is very bad, and a splay one horrible. The knuckles 
should be strong, close, and ivell-arched; but it is a bad sign 
' to see a dog too much ‘ on his toes.’ 

Quality. —It is difficult to define this point; but, as we 
previously hinted, it i.s easily discerned and appreciated by. all 
‘ doggy ’ critics. It consists in a coup d'oeil, which precludes 
analysis, but -(7111011 embraces .symmetry, blood, life, grace, 
movement, condition, and freedom from all coarseness. 









CHAPTER X 


Tiv Charles Richardson (-King Cob’). 

Clubs have at all times-played an important part in the history 
of coursing, and the earliest records of the sport show that for 
many years tire public meetings were all promoted by one or 
other of, the existing clubs, which, according to historians of 
the leash, differed very widely in their rules, constitution, and 
method of coi-^cting, their -fixtures. The early history of the 
clubs is so much mixed up with the early history of coursing, 
and so man)' once important associations ha-ve so long ceased 
to exist, that I shall pass over the historical part of the subject 
as quickly as possible, and shall deal almost exclusivel)' with 
the clubs which are in existence to-day, as in writing of 
these I am alrle to trust my own experience instead of search¬ 
ing the badly kept records of bygone generations. I have 
made .some attempts to obtain particulars of the early doings of 
existing ciub.s ; but, e.xcept in a few instances, so little record 
has been kept, and so little is really known, that a successful 
issue of the investigations was quite out of the que.stion, 
and with 'secretaries in office who had had innumerable pre¬ 
decessors, T wa.s referred from .one to another, and then back 
again, until I found the utter impossibility of getting correct 
information. 

To revert, however, for a moment to earlier times, the 
Swaffham Club in hforfolk, founded by I.ord Orford in 1776, 
was the first a.ssocialion of coursers of which there i.s anv 




brought into existence. Swaffham. and A.shdown were'fllbth 
very povvetfiil as.sociations in bygone days, and among the 
rules of the fonner it is stated that the number of members, 
was confined to the letters,of the alphabet, each member 
taking a letter and also a colour. W'hat the colour was used 
for is not shown, but each member was bound to use the parti¬ 
cular letter allotted to him in naming hi.s dogs. ■ The running 
consisted almost entirely of matches, and, curiously enough, 
everyone chose hi.s own judge, the two Judges for each match 
appointing an arbiter, who was to decide when they disagreed. 
At Swaffliara,' a 50/. cup was run for by .sixteen greyhounds' 
once a year, but stakes were the exception *and matches the. 
rule. Malton Club was founded in lySi, one year after Ash¬ 
down, with a membership limited to twenty, and two meetings 
annually, in November and February. I’he immortal Snowball 
won the cup twice, and in 182S the list of members embraced 
such well-known names as those of the, Duke of Gordon, 
Lord Macdonald, Sir John V. B. Johnstone, Sir Bellingham 
Graham, Messrs. -l.ovi'ther, Best, Vansittart, and Bower. 

A coursing club was founded at Louth, in Lincolnshire, in 
1806, and in the same year the association at Ilsley, in Berk¬ 
shire, iras established by Lord Rivers, one of the leading 
figures in early public coursing. About this time,' too, the 
Newmarket Coursing Society sprang into existence, and in 
1812 Berkshire was again to the fore, with an association-at 
Newbury, under the patronage of Lord Carnarvon. In 1814, 
Mr. Goodlake formed a club to course on his estate of Letcombe 
Bowers, in Dorset, and one year later the Morfe Club was estab¬ 
lished by Mr, Davenport, already a member of the Swaffham, 
Ilsley, and Ashdown, This last sentence may not seem of 
much importance at first glance, but it shows that gentlemen 
were in the habit of taking their dogs, long distance's by road, 
years before railways had come into existence, and thus we 
find Mr. Davenport a member of clubs which are more than 
150 miles apart. The riext few years witnessed the establish¬ 
ment of several other cotwing associations or clubs, but all, with- 
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out a single exception, have ceased to exist ; although there 
is coursing at Ashdown to. this day, the meetings of late years 
have been entirely open, and therefore quite out of my pro¬ 
vince. In 1825, Altcar Club was founded, and from that date 
a gradual change came over the spirit of public coursing, with 
the result that the Lancashire association in the; course of a 
few years came to be looked upon as the most influential of 
all the clubs, and was soon recognised as the leader in all 
matters relating to innovation or reform. 

Since the foundation of Altcar, dozens of other clubs have 
had their day and have died out, and it is with regard to these 
chiefly that the information obtainable is so hieagre. In the 
Midlands, the Derbyshire, the Chester, the Sheffield, ..and the 
?>urton-on-Trent were all important institutions for many 
years, whilst in the South, the Rock (Epsom), the Everley 
(.\mesbury), the Spelthorne, and the Amicable had long arid 
interesting careers. Of late years large open meetings hav'e 
taken the place of club gatherings, and to-day .Mtcar and Ridg- 
way in Lancashire, the Scottish National, and the South of 
England are the only important associations of coursing men 
where the hard-and-fast rule is complied with to the effect that 
no dog is allowed to , run which is not absolutely the sole 
jjroperty of a memlrer. Other flourishing clubs there are, of 
the hybrid order, where certain stakes are ‘ club,’ and certain 
others are open, or where all the stakes are open to the public 
after the members have taken what nominations they require, 
and in dealing with the associations now in existesree I shall 
make meiition of these half-and-half affairs, as they are just 
now so much in fashion. It may be observed that Altcar still 
takes the lead, whilst Ridgway comes in a good second. The 
North of England affords its members far the most meetings, 
and the Yorkshire has taken a much higher jrlace of late ; 
the South of England is still comfortable and exclusive,-and 
the Cliffe and Hundred of Hoo has come to the front with 
extraordinary rapidity. The new insWufion at Sleaford also 
bids fair to attain prestige. 
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ALTCAR COURSING CLUi’ 

Altliougli it would seem that at ihe beginning of the 
present century some of the southern and eastern counties 
stood first in the coursing world, it has long been a recognised 
fact that Lancashire holds the jrride of place, and at the 
present time we find the two most important clubs of the 
kingdom—Altcar and Ridgway—with their coursing grounds 
only twenty miles apart, and both situated near the coast-line 
of Southern Lancashire. The former club ‘ was established in 
the year 1825 by Viscount Molyneux, on his father’s property 
near Liverpool,’ and from that date to the present time the 
association has continually gained in importance, rvhilst ‘ its 
influence upon coursing has been an ever-increasing quantity.’ 
The last sentence describes in a few words the position of the 
Altcar Club with regard to the rest of the coursing world, and 
although the words quoted are Mr. Harold Brocklebank’s (the 
Honourable Secretary of the Altcar Club) and not mine, I 
can testify that they exactly bear out the general feeling with 
regard to Altcar which is held by coursing men who are not 
fortunate enough to be members of the premier association. 

Writing of Altcar historicallj', I must dip into Mr. Brockle¬ 
bank’s interesting volume on the doings of his club,, and, 
following the sentence about Viscount Molyneux, I must note 
his remarks that:— 

At the first meeting of the club the members acted as umpires 
for each other, but last season (probably 1S27) when a cup was run 
for, a regular tryer icas employed. The members dine together on 
the first day of the meeting at the .Waterloo Hotel, Lir'erpool, when 
the matches for the cup and other sports are arranged. The hares 
are abundant, and the noble Earl of Sefton appears gratifiedwhentlie 
sport is good. There are two meetings each season,the first in the 
early part of November and the last in the A'lrly part of Februarj-. 
The club consists of twenty members, and four honorary members. 

It will be seen from the above that in some particulars 
there has been little '*change, for the members still dine 
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together on the first day of the meetings, and annually hold 
their first fixture in the early part of November. Their .second 
gathering has, however, been moved forward about a month, 
to make way for the Waterloo Gup, which is run for over the 
same ground; and whereas the membership was twent)' strong 
some si.xty years ago, it is now of nearly three time,s the 
strength, wlrilst honorary members have almost disappeared 
from the list. This membership of Altcar is an honour which 
is eagerly coveted by all good coursers, and perhaps no 
higher evidence as to the prestige of the club can be afforded 
than the fact that the greatest care has always been main¬ 
tained whenever the ballot box has been in requisition. A 
courser who is elected a member of the Altcar Club has been 
thereby embossed with the hallmark of the leash, and it is 
satisfactory to note that the first great essentials for raember- 
■ship are a liberal patronage of the sport, and a line of conduct 
in public coursing which must be altogether above suspicion. 
Social position, too, is justly made something of a she qua 
non, but it is not the case (as has been sometimes alleged) that 
the club is a peculiarly exclusive one. Although it recognises the 
fact that a long purse in coursing has as much power as else¬ 
where. it insists that an applicant shall have served a proper 
apprenticeship, and shall have proved himself (as far as can 
be judged) a stayer at the game. 

As may be easily understood, Lancashire men are numeri¬ 
cally stronger in the club than'sportsmen from any other 
county ; but this is perfectly natural, for coursing is the sport 
of the County Palatine, and where the nature of the land will 
not admit of riding across countr}’, it can easily be under¬ 
stood that greyhounds are to the Lancashire man what 
fo.vhounds and harriers are to the denisens of more accommo¬ 
dating counties. Then, again, the South Lancashire .seaboard 
probably carries a greatei- liead of h.ares than any other portion 
of the Kingdom, and go to whatever public coursing you will, 
nowhere else are to he seen the dro’ses of hares whicli come 
down the ground .at Altcar when bcatwig operations have begun. 





CO VUSING 


Reverting again for a moment to the history of the Altcar 
Clutj, it sJioiild be noted that the far-famed Altcar Cup has 
been in existence almost from its first year. Produce Stakes 
were first introduced at the. November meeting of 1852, since 
which time they have always figured at the e-arlier of the two 
annual gatherings. From that date up to 1887 the entries 
for this class of stake had been 5,486, of which number 2,620 
started. 'J'he club matches at Ashdown and Amesbury in 
i860 and 1864 are perhaps the most important larxlmark in 
the Altcar historry and of these Mr. Brockleltank has furnished 
us with a complete history. 

Altcar Ci-ltr Matches at Ashbowx aKb AmesuitR)-, 

In commenting on the club's meetings during the several seasons, 

I have made no reference to the matches in which it took part in ■ 
the years i860 and 1864 respectively, considering that they could 
best be treated in a separate notice. 

The first and least important of the matches took place over ' 
the Ashdown country, in the March of i860. It resulted from n 
challenge issued by the club to the World, to match si.vteen grej-- 
houncls in the Craven Challenge Cup against sixteen to be drawn 
by the members of the Ashdown Club from any source.' Great 
interest centred in the contest, and when at the -dose of the first 
round the World stood with ten winners against si.x, it seemed as if 
the challengers were to have the worst of it ; but this unfortunate 
start was retrieved as the struggle pi'Ogressed, and rvhen Rosy 
Morn beat Little Wonder and Lord Sefton’s Sweetbriar overthrew 
Veronica, the club was left with first and second, hlr. Randell 
being the ultimate winner with Rosy Mom. - In addition to this 
important stake there were a number of others in wliich North of 
the Trent was pitted against South, and much ■wrangling ensued 
on the point of guarding. At this distance of time it tvould serve - 
no good purpose to enter into details of the arguments advanced 
on both sides ; certainly the visitors considered themselves 
aggrieved, and the conditions appear to have been so loosely' drawn 
as to leave some justification for the feeling they manifested. 

It sounds somewhat un-English, but there does not appear to 
have been any anxiety raaa|fc5ted on the part of ‘ the World' to try 
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tile World should compete there should' be three, and I find that in 
itiarch 1864 the following circular was,issued by the committee of 
the Aracsbury Match, aiid as- it gives the corrected pfograiiimeand 
illustrates the vigour with wdiich the contest was taken up, I think 

. ■ (For Private Circulation only.) 

W ILTSHIRE CHAMIhON COIJRSIXG JIEETtNG will iaki- |i!a.cc at 
Araesbury, on Monday„pt'tober 17, and following day.!, when llie follow- 






It will be notiec^l tih'U, in addition to tbethree ChaHcn^^e Slalccs,- 
llicrc were two 0}»cn Stakes for puppies in which the club was t«i 
1)0 ^oiarded as lon;^^ as possible. It Is also worthy of note that., 
while tlie draw is announced for the lyih, it really took pfece on 
Saturday the J5lh, and the running beginning on Monday extended 
over the whole week, the final lie f<>r the Druid Cup not being run 
off till the Monday following. 

The Committee of the Altcar Club were not behind in tlieir 
anxiety to lie wortliilyj represented, as the ' following circular 

‘All the members of the AUcar Club will be anxious that it 
should be represented as strongly as possible in the match-stakes. 
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W’l L'l'Sl 11 Kl'’- CII/\AU'ION J<'J5'riN( j Coutimicd. 


( hc'cr l loyslieiiL |i'i)i I Bil ol' i-’asliion Ijcat Justice 

'I'irzali lioat Syrinya | Jjaroii ]^yndhin-.sl bcal Saa Girl 

IV 

Clicei- Bays l)c:it M'iiv.ali 1 Bil of Fashion Ijeat P-. LynciiiUi'st 


Mr. T. T, f. Lister's Ci-iicjcii Boys (C) beat Mr. Borron's Bit Ol' ]'".\,snio.\- 
(C) and won 

The Altcar meetings of to-day are among the most 
popular coursing fixtures of the year, and are attended Iry 
coursers from all parts of the kingdom as well as by the club 
members ; indeed, the January meeting is now-a-days a huge 
gathering, and probably more interest is attached to the 
Members’ Cup than to any other stake of the year, the 
Waterloo Cup alone excepted. 'When the enclosures were at 
their zenith some few years ago, their influence had an effect 
upon nearly all open country meetings ; but at Altcar, in January, 
this was less noticable than elsewhere, and during the time I 
have just referred to the stake filled as well as ever, such cele¬ 
brities as Stitch in Time, Hornpipe, Greentick, Penelope II. and 
Herschel having either won or divided the coveted trophy. The 
ground coursed over is the same estate which is used for the 
Waterloo Cup, but the beats are varied, and while the AVithins 
was a few years ago the best going and productive of the 
strongest hares, there has lately been a leaning to North 
End, Monks Carr, and the meadows below Lydiate Station. 
Hares, as I have just stated, are exceedingly numerous on all 
portions of Lord Sefton’s estate, but wet weather has an ad¬ 
verse effect upon their well being, and during the last two or 
three seasons it has unfortunately been the case that the sport 
has sadly suffered from their weakness. A few days of frost 
and hard weather before a meeting generally insure the strength 
of the game ; but the fact is that there are no dry hillsides of 
which hares can avail themselves in long-continued rain, and the 
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moisture hangs so much about the flats that poor puss’s food 
becomes far too soft, and she suffers accordingly. 

Occasionally a third meeting is held in March, but for the 
reason just stated this has not taken place for the last two or 
three seasons. Luckily for spectators of Altcar coursing, there 
are plenty of high mud banks on which the crowd can be placed, 
and although it is sometimes necessary to take up one’s position 
on the dead level and in sloppy ground, this is the exception and 
not the rule. 

THE BOTHAL CLUB 

Although little is now heard of this once celebrated club, it 
is still in existence, and, thanks to three of its chief patrons, 
the Hon. W. C. Ellis, Dr. Richardson of Harbottle, and Mr. 
Nathaniel Dunn of Newcastle-on-Tyne, the coursing world 
^vas placed in possession, some four or five years ago, of the 
’ Bothal Club Stud Book,’ an amusing and interesting work, 
which dealt with north-country coursing generally, and the 
Bothal Club in particular. The writer was luckily fortunate 
enough to visit Bothal when the meetings were at their zenith, 
some twenty years since, and in his opinion the jalace was then 
quite unique as regards the amount of enthusiasm shown by 
the natives. Even now, at the revived meeting,s, ‘the crowd ’ is 
wonderfully large ; but the pernicious Ground Game Act bas 
done its deadly work here as elsewhere, and, in spite of the 
efforts of Mr. Ellis and Mr. John .Stott of Cone 3 'gartb, only 
comparatively small programmes are now possiljle. 

Dealing with the history of the clulj, it must be mentioned 
that the present society only came into existence in t866, but 
as the ground was simply first-rate, coursing had long Ijeen a 
favourite sport of the district, and other clubs had previously- 
availed themselves of the permission granted l)y tlie 1 ,f)rd ol 
the Manor. 'Thus, we findi in ‘'rh.ackcr’ tied die Mor|)i.'th 
Club held a meeting 
mission of the Rev. 
won a fifteen-dog stal 
Club at this period wi 
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I i\eed hardty remind niy readers that Gallant Foe was the 
mother of that wonderful litter which included, amongst others, 
Princess Dagmar, a winner of the Waterloo Cup ; Paris, the 
sire of Miss Glendyne and Bit of Fashion, and therefore the 
grandsire of Fullerton, Palm Bloom, Prenez Garde, and Path¬ 
finder. Gallant, Foe, as Mr. Fllis tells us, was altogether a 
Bothal Club greyhound, for her sire was Mr. Nathaniel Dunn’s 
Don Antonio, by Mr. Ellis’s Elsecar, from Coxon’s Peggy 
Taft, and her mother Wilson’s Meggie Smith ; all four owners 
mentioned being members of the cljib. 

During the ten years which followed the victory of Gallant 
Foe only one piiblie meeting took place over the Bothal ground, 
but in 1884 a revival was brought about, and with Mr. Ellis 
showing all.his old energy in the interests of the Northumber¬ 
land coursers, the club gatherings soon began to be of import¬ 
ance again. Tt rvas, however, never intended that any more 
large stakes should be attempted, and thus the revived meet¬ 
ings have been kept within limits. For all that, the number of 
members of the Bothal Club is still'very considerable, and as 
long as,the supply of hares holds out, the fixtures will be quite 
as important as any held in Northumberland. During the 
last two or three years the meetings have been run off as 
joint affairs of the Bothal and North of England Clubs, and 
as this arrangement allows of the services of Mr. Thomas 
Snowdon as secretary, the prosperity of the gatherings has 
been increased. 

- .^now, for the benefit of south-country coursers, I ma)' 
add that the ground is, most of it, quite first-rate. There 
is a mixture' of arable and grass, with hedges between ; but the 
grass predominates, and the large fi_eld between two small 
coverts,,which is called ‘Abyssinia,’ is as grand a trial ground 
as any to be found in England. From the Cooper’s shop at 
jVshington, on either side of the lane, right down to Longhirst, 
the coursing is always unexceptionable, and it is only -when the 
few rough fields, directly east of Eonghirst station, are used, 
that the fluky element is ever likely to enter into the trials. 
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'form,’ 'J'he headquarters of the Cliffe Clul) arc at the Bull 
J'fotcl, Kocliester, atul this oid-fa.shioiied inn, with its mustum 
rtf miriositics and countless relies of the late Charles Ifickens, 
is well worth a visit.. Here it w.a.s that Mr. Jingle abstracted 
Mr. Winkle s .dress coat while that worthy, was enjoying a po.st- 
lirandial nap, and in the long room, where the club members 
now dine, was celebrated the famous ball, whereat the extra-. 
ordinary strolling player cut out Dr. Slammer of the pyth with 
the widow'of Rochester. 

It appears that Ih'ckcns,had, actual foundation for thi.s 
particular stor)', for.imich the same thing \\'Mi really occurred 
at the Bull some years before ‘ Pickwick ’ tvas written, and to 
this day one is shown the two bedroom.s, one within the other, 
wlaere the two Pickwickians slept, and from the inside one, of 
which the garment was taken. Be that, however,'a.s it may be, 
the Bull is full of interest to a lover of Dickens’s work^ and 
apart from the coursing attraction at Cliffe there is much 
to be seen in Rochester and Chatham which will repay the 
stranger from a ,distance. , 

At the December meeting Sf the Cliffe Club, which is the 
most important fixture of their'season, an annual dinner is 
given at the Bull Hotel to the landholders on the Cliffe Marshes, 
-which function is generally attended by nearly one hundred 
members and friends, and where, with the popular and versatile 
Dr. Swayne in the chair, the fun generally growsfast and (almost) 
furious as the evening wears on. , I have, however, heard at 
this dinner better speeches on coursing than I have evei listidned 
to elsew'here, and the visitor who is not identified livith the 
neighbourhood of Cliffe cannot fail to be impressed w'ith the 
good feeling which exists bettveen the club and the tenants 
of the land coursed over. 

The drive from Rochester to the marshes is through about 
seven miles of pretty countr}', and the hotel need not be left 
before 9 A.M., the ‘ meet ’ being usually fixed for one hour 
later. This remind.s me, too, that Gravesend is also well with¬ 
in reach, either by road or rail, so that afiyone preferring the 
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well-knownhosteWesoverlookingthe river in the last-mentioned 
town have their choice of quarters. I myself , have tried both 
Rochester and Gravesend, and find that the only advantage 
in the former place lies in the fact that the express trains to 
Chatham are available. 

W'ith meetings recurring every two or three weeks during 
the season, the stakes at Cliffe are made to suit all comersl and, 
ranging from 3or. to 4/. los. and 5/. lor., the average is probably 
about 3/. 3r. The one-day fixtures are entirely-confined to 
members of the club, but at the larger meetings the more 
important stakes are of the hybrid character so often met 
with nowaday, i.e. open to the public after the members 
have taken what subscriptions they may require. Thus we 
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inany others on the liiie referred to, was so accustomed tip. < 
getting chaffed, that be had his little bolt ready for us thfc; 
moment tie was tackled. 

THE ESSEX CLUB 

This club in itself is of such minor importance that, were I 
to place it upon its own merits, half a dozen lines would suffice 
to describe its doings ; but as it is mixed up with one of the 
most important southern fixtures, I may treat of the combined 
affair at rather greater length. The Essex Club is, in fact, 
affiliated to the Southminster meeting, and although that 
g.athering is nominally, celebrated under the wing of the club, 
the open stakes are of far larger dimensions than those confined 
to members, the support of the public being absolutely neces¬ 
sary to maintain the present standard. 

How matters would be, .supposing the Essex Club was 
properly worked up—like its neighbour on the south side of 
the Thames,at Cliffe—I do not pretend to know, but certain 
it is that Southminster coursing has an exceptional popu¬ 
larity among south-country followers of the sport, whilst the 
Tunning witnessed there is usually of the very best type. 
Southminster used to be a most unapproachable place when 
the nearest railway station was at Maldon, twelve miles off, but 
now, with a new line right up to the village itself, there is - little 
to complain of in this respect, and London is brought within 
about two and a half hours of the place. The meeting is gener¬ 
ally run off in the first week of December, and all the arrangements 
are in the hands of Pr. Salter, a rare type of sportsman, who 
acts for both the club and the open stakes, and who has brought 
about, and thoroughly maintained, a feeling of extreme cordiality 
w'ith the Mansh farmers. 

The programme consists of a Produce Stake for dogs and 
bitches, for club members, and the D’Arcy Cup for all ages, 
also »confined to members, but be.side these there are the 
Southminster Derby and paks, open to. the public, and the 
Cowley Cup (also open), a really important All-aged Stake at 
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5/. lo,'-., to whioh is added a liandsome cup, given conjointly 
l)y Mr, E. R. Lightfoot of Cowley and Messrs. Elkington of 
Regent Street, London. This stake usually produces a very 
good class of greyhound, and is a most coveted trophy amongst 
southern coursers. 

The meeting extends over three, and sometimes four days, 
and headquarters are at the King’s Arms Hotel, Southminster, 
where there is a largely attended dinner each evening. Most 
of the regular habitues of the fixture go to the same lodgings 
each year, for the hotel can only accommodate a very small 
portion of the visitors, and so the cottagers have to make pro¬ 
visions for strangers. I can safely affirm that the accommodation 
set forth, though primitive in appearance, is spotlessly clean and 
extraordinarily cheap : there is none of the ‘fleecing’ existent 
at other places, and it is a well-known fact that coursers who 
have once been to Southminster always want to go back 'when 
the meeting comes round. 

Whilst I am on this subject of quarters I may mention, too, 
that the change in diet is ^’ery welcome ; for it is the fashioii 
during the sojourn in the village to li\"e upon oysters and 
widgeon, both of which are procured in their native excellence 
on the spot. Indeed, the oysver carts follow the coursing all 
day long, and wonderful are tire stories as to the vast quantities 
of Burnham natives which have Ireen sw,allowed by some of 
the midland division, wflro ha\’e come from a country wfliere the 
bivalve is an unaccustomed luxury. The widgeon are brought 
from the decoy close at hand, and no one is thought to have 
done his Southminster meeting properly unless he gets through 
at least one eaclr evening at dinner. As a rule, the rridgeon is 
a Irird that is not much esteemed, l)nt cooked in .Southminster 
fashion he becomes a veritalrle tit-bit, as witness hundreds of 
attesting coursers. 

The system was tlius explained to me :—‘ You wring the 
bird’s neck, then cut an incision in the skin (of the neck) and lay 
a piece back all round. Yhth one quick strolce you then chop 
the head off, and sew' the skin over, without allowing a drop of the 
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Wood to escape. The bird mu.st then be ■' drawn ” very quickly^ 
and the place instantly sewn up also. Ten minutes before a» 
hot fire, and the trick i.s done.’ ' When dissected, the fle,sh is 
apparently quite blue, but it literally melts in one’s mouth, and 
no one who has eaten ytidgeon cooked as I have de.seribed will 
ever, care for them done in- any other way. 

The ground coursed over is very similar to that at Cliffe ; 
grass covers by far the larger portion of it. but there is 
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tnad« for this functionary^a welhktiown follower of coursing, 
and he, teing run to ground in a beer-shop, at once confessed 
. that he had posted the reports in the hollow of a tree as he 
left the marshes. The» .surely enough they were found ,; the 
general laugh that followed—in which no one joined hwre 
heartily than the unajrashed offender—was .small consolation to 
the di.scomforted writers, who had to witness their handiwork 
drawn out of a puddle of water, which had entirely obliterated 
the account of the. day’s doing-s. 


LICHFIELD COURSING CLUB 

Since the passing of the Ground Game Act, many coursing 
meetings have altogether died out in the Midlands, and now Lich¬ 
field and IVappenbury, the latter an open meeting, have to do 
duty for a large tract of country, wherein there are still, luckily, 
plenty of greyhounds kept. The Shropshire and Worcestershire 
one-day country fixtures are stillin' existence, but in Derbyshire 
and Notts public coursing has almost entirely .disappeared, so 
that the dwellers in those counties have no really good meeting 
nearer than Lichfield, where, however, there are always two, and 
sometimes three, lengthy programmes during the winter months. 

The club at Lichfield is well established and of good posi¬ 
tion, but bf-itself is not strong enough to attract outside attention,. 
and therefore its meetings are worked off with valuable open 
stakes, the latter being really the most important events on the 
card., All the land coursed over now is the property of the 
Marquis of Anglesey, but at one time other estates were re¬ 
quisitioned besides Beaudesert, and King’s Bromley in par¬ 
ticular used to afford good sport. 

, The first meeting is usually held in the early days of 
Octoter, the second about eight weeks later, and the third 
.six or eight weeks beyond'tliat date, the running generally 
extending into a third day. The programme mostly consists 
of two thirty-twos, one for puppies and one for all ages, the 
Anglesey Cup (club) for all ages at 5/. lor., and at least three 
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supplementary eights. If the first day has proved very 
successrul, made-up stake.s arc rjuite the rule, and matches arc 
■also often added to the card. ’I'he fi.xtures are attended Iry 
coursers from all parts of the Idngdom, Scotland, Ireland, 
•and.alleast a dozen English comities, being sometimes repre¬ 
sented at the same meeting. 

The draw dinner at Ijcli field is a great institution, and Mr- 
' Trevor, the .secretary (at whose .Swan Hotel headquarters are), 
is so popular in the di.strict that .some of the neighbouring 
gentry always put in an appearance, prepared to support the 
host and welcome the visitors from a distance.' 

The first day’s coursing usually takes place at Cooper’s 
Coppice, about six miles from the city, and on high land in 
the immediate vicinity of Cannock Chase. On this p.art of the 
ground there are some first-rate trial fields, but the stubbles are 
not quite free from stones, .and the venue, good though it is, is 
not to be compared with Flaxley Green, which is the alternate 
meet This place is quite ten miles away from headquarters, but 
the drive, either by way of Longdon and Rugeley or through 
■Eeandesert Park, is exceedingly pretty, and though the train to 
Rugeley does the distance in a quarter of an hour, it is little 
. used except m.wet -weather. The courses at. Elaxley Green 
: aie now run entirely upon grass, and the forty-acre meadow at 
-the bottom of the hill is. undoubtedly one of the finest-trial 
grounds in England. There is a give and.take'about it w'hicb 
causes an infinite variety in the coursing ; the view to the 
crowd IS, .from the conformation of the ground, simply perfect, 
-and it can safely be said that the courses average at least forty 
-points before puss comes to grief or makes good her escape 
at the boundary fence. 

A characteristic of the coursing on Beaudes'ert estate is to . 
be found m the fact that speed is hardly so much served as, 
elsewhere, and though dogs are sometimes slipped to demon 
hares who take a vast deal of reaching, it is nevertheless the 
fact that clever—:-and sometimes little—bitches alw'ays showtheir 
best form over this ground, quick turning and general sharp- 
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Bess tjeing an important factor in the result of man)' of the 
trials. Reference to the Calendar will show that clever bitches, 
■ 'who would be outpaced in an open stake at Haydock or Wye, 
are often returned winners at Lichfield, and writing from 
memory of what has occurred in the last few seasons, I can 
instance such as Dai.sy of the Green, Rheda Macpherson, 
Jenny.Jones, Flowering Fern, and Dear Sal, all of which were 
successful in the more important stakes. 

NORTH OF ENGLAND CLUB 

Since Mr, Snowdon became secretary of the North of Eng¬ 
land Club, that association has -rapidly increased its opera¬ 
tions, and now is virtually the controlling power of all the open 
public cqursihg in the county of Durham, and a very great part 
of that' which takes, place in Northumberland and the North 
Riding of Yorkshire. No other coursing club has ever assumed 
the dimensions of the North of England, and in proof of what 
it can do, let me state that in. the season 1890-91, thirteen 
meetings with eighteen days’ coursing were satisfactorily ac¬ 
complished, while no fewer than eighteen different postpone¬ 
ments took .place. This is a. tremendous record for such-a 
..severe winter as that just mentioned, and it may further be added 
that,' had the sea.son been an open one, second meetings 
would have- been held over several of the estates where leave is 

Begun in a very humble way by a few Newcastle-on-Tyne 
innkeepers, the North of England, dates back to 1S35 ; but 
early accounts are 'altogether -wanting, and I can only learn 
that the draws were held at the houses of each of the licensed 
victualling members in rotation, and that he whose turn it was 
engaged'his own judge and slipper. Tradition 'further adds 
that the choosing landlord generally won; but I will not insult 
the gtiod people of Newcastle by asserting that I believe this. 
Joking apiart, however, the club under discussion was never 
exclusive as regards membership, and aithough. respectability 
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allowed to take theih up. Should any south-country coursers 
wisli to witness the doing.s of the most .succes.sful club in the 
north-east district, tliey should arrange to visit Ripon, where 
they could hardly fail to be delighted with the entertainment 
provided. 


THE RIDGWAY CLUB 

I have before stated that the Ridgway Club ranks Second 
only' in importance to Alccar among "the coursing imstitutions 
of the country, and this opinion I actually find to be the 
opening line of Mr. David Brown’s account of the club, 
which—probably before these lines are in print-will have 
been given to the coursing public in the tenth volume of 
the Stud' Book, the proof sheets of which have been most 
kindly placed at my disposal by a gentleman who has done 
much for coursing literature, and whose' indefatigability in 
research has gained him the warm approval of all coursing 
men. I attempted some months ago to get at the history of 
the Ridgway Club, but at the outset I found that Mr. Brown 
had taken up the matter some time before, and therefore I 
gladly avail myself of his permission to use his information. 
As regards the early doings of the association, I cannot do 
better than quote his own w'ords, remarking at the same time 
that such obscurity about an institution not 'more than sixty 
or seventy years old seems most remarkable. Mr. Brown’s 
account will, however, show the trouble he has been at in his 
research, and,- although it is probable that the earlier history of 
Ridgivay is still far from perfect, it is also pretty certain that 
no further light -will be forthcoming about the early doings 
of the Club. 

Mr. Brown writes :— 

Long ago I - began to institute enquiries about its (the Ridgway 
Club’s) early history, but found upon application to Mr. Mugliston, 
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and recounting how the field costume of the club in 1831-2 
was a green-cloth frock-coat, drab vest, corduroy breeches, 
and long leather boots coming well up on the leg. Mr. Brown . 
next, consulted the files of several local papers, but his 
investigations led to little or no result, and therefore he fell 
back upon the conclusion that the Ridgway Club grew out of 
the Southport Club, and that' the latter was merged into the 
former through the growing popularity of its president, Mr. 
Thomas Ridgway, in whose honour a stake had been named 
some ten years before the actual change of title took place. 

I believe that local testimony goes to favour the idea just 
promulgated as to the Ridgway Club having sprung out of the 
Southport, and it is certain tha^ the meetings of the former 
were held- over the ground of the latter at no very far aivay 
date ; indeed, the present ground at Lytham wa.s not used 
until 1S45, and for tw\snty years after that date the meetings 
were divi<^ between the two placek Since 1865, the club 
has been wholly indebted to the Clifton family for its leave, 
and no better locale for the sport is to be found in all that 
part of Lancashire, where, by the way, there is a meeting of 
some sort at nearly every village. 

Leaving the historical epitome and treating of the asso¬ 
ciation of the present day, Ridgway holds quite a unique 
place amongst coursing clubs. The membership is almost 
as select as Altcar, and there is a certain spirit of bonhomie 
and good-fellowship in the Lytham gatherings, tvhich is alto¬ 
gether wanting in some more sedate and dignified institutions. 

The present membership of the club is fifty strong, and the 
meetings held are two annually, one in the early days of 
October, and the other in the first tveek of February. At the 
first-named there are separate dog and bitch Produce Stakes, 
Clifton Cup, Tenant Farmers’ Cup, and sundry supplementary 
stakes of minor importance ; and at the latter the 'Dnited 
Produce (North and South Lancashire) Stakes, Clifton Cup, 
LythanV Cup, and Pec-l Stakes, a goodly programme, wliich 
c.auses the running to e.stend over a third day. The ground 





coursed over isa mixture of grass and arable land, buttbere are 
some nice sloping hillsides, which, though not high in theth- 
selves, are sut'ficient to afford dry lying for the ha»s, and, as a 
con.setjuence, there is none of the ‘ weakness ’ referred to in the 
account of Altcar. The liarcs, indeed, are veritable demons, in ' 
jroint of sta,ying powers, and the particular breed to ire found 
on one portion' of the ground has earned great notoriety 
by llic name of ‘Jock o’ Pods.’ These specimens of the 
furry tribe Iiave the reputation of being tlic stoute.st hare.s 
in the kingdom, and although I, personally, have seen game 
go stronger at Stockbridge than anywhere else, I must say 
tliat a ‘ Jock o’ Pods ’ hare takes a great deal of killing, even 
when he lias a pair, of the fastest greyhounds of the day a! 
his scut. 

As mentioned before, the coursing takes place on the 
Clifton jrroperty, and although the present owner, Mr, Talbot 
Clifton, has not yet joined the ranks of public coursers, he 
takes great intere.st in the sport, and certainly shows .a wonder' 
fill head of game. On 'the first day of the meetings Birk’.s 
P'ann is generally the meeting-place, and operations are begun 
with the driving of a large tract of arable land on to a grass flat. 
The sport is generally very fair here, liut if puss once reaches 
the hillside, she generally gives her pursuers leg-bail in the 
]rlantation. The ‘ crowd’ have a first-rate view' of this beat, 
which generally takes a couple of hours to get through. A 
move of half a mile is then made to another large flat, and 
sometimes the card i.s worked oft here ; if, however, this 
cannot be managed, a second move of another half-mile has 
to be undertaken, the ground reached this time being generaily 
arable. On the second day the coursing is somewhat further 
afield, and the ground sometimes rather deeper, but ‘Little 
Plumpton ’ now serves for all the finals, and the field so nick¬ 
named affords a grand stretch of galloping, where, so long as 
hares do not attempt the ‘ wired k .fence, the trials are most 
legitimate. I have seen some fuelling courses on Little 
Plumpton at the end of a_ meeting, but the going is always 
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delightfully sound and springy, and after running on such stuff 
dogs naturally recover much more quickly than on really hard 
ground. ■ 

SLEAFORD CLUB 

The club which has been recently formed in connection 
with the Sleaford Open Coursing Meetings is hardly more 
than a year old, and has, as yet, done little to establish its 
claims to be reckoned as of first-class, importance amongst 
coursing institutions. The sport, however, with which it is 
associated is so good that I imagine there should be a great 
future before the meetings, and in the face of the support 
accorded them during the last few seasons, I feel tempted to 
put on record (for the benefit of those who do not.know) what 
manner of coursing Sleaford provides. 

At present, all the stakes are offered to members of the club 
first, andafter they (the members) have taken what nominations 
they require, the balance is submitted to the public. IFhether 
in the future the club or the outsiders will play the chief 
part it is impossible to say just now, but about the quality of 
the sport there is ‘ no possible probable shadow of douljt 
whatever '■; and, given. good management and a strong com¬ 
mittee, I see no cause why Sleaford should not take high 
rank amongst the hybrid associations which seem to suit 
the coursing public of to-day better than really enclosed clubs 
where no one but members can run greyhounds. 

Public coursing at Sleaford is only about half-a-dozen years 
old, but Lincolnshire - has ahvays been a great greyhound 
county, and when several old fixtures, such as Brigg, dis¬ 
appeared [by the way, Brigg has been resuscitated again as an 
open meeting], it was only natural that new ground should be 
*^sought for. This was forthcoming on the Marquis of Bristolls 
estate at Sleaford, and as the shooting w'as, and is, mostly in 
tBe hands of the tena^, that sporting body are mainly 
responsible for the new iKparture. Mr. Fred Ward of Quar- 
rington has in particular bestirred himself in the matter, and I 
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iD.'iy also mention tlic names of Mr. O. H. W..Hervey, agent, 
to the Marqtiis of J’ristol, and the Messrs. Suinner, as .gentle¬ 
men who have lent able and willing hands, ai»d who, with 
Mr. Charles Smith, landlord of the , Bristol Arms .Hotel at 
Sleaford and scerctary of the dtih, are p.o.s.sibly the leading 
•spirits in the movement 

The meetings, two in number, are held about the end of 
October and in the middle of January, and the programme 
generally consists of four thirty-twos, tw'd of which are for all 
ages—one at 61. lo.r. and the other at 2/. lor.—and tw'o for. 
dog and bitch puppies respectively, both these latter being at 
4/. io.r., non-members in every case paying 54. per nomina¬ 
tion more, than those w'ho have joined the club. As may be 
imagined, with such valuable stakes on the programme the 
class of greyhounds competing is very good all round, and now 
the meetings, like Lichfield, are attended by' coursers from ail 
parts of the kingdom. On the evening of the draw a large 
public dinner is held in the Corn Exchange, and some tw-o 
years ago, when I was last present, the company nuinbered 
over one hundred, tenant farmers turning up in great force, 
and by their presence entirely 'dispro.ving the idea th.at they 
wish th.e hare to be exterminated. 

The -show of game is first-rate everyw’here,' and each time 
I have A'isited the meeting the question of a dose time for 
hares has been vigorously discussed, the farmers hereabouts 
being particularly keen on the Bill, and most dedrous that a 
restriction should be placed upon the wholesale slaughter 
^yhich occurs elsewhere. 

A peculiar feature of Sleaford coursing lies in the fact that 
there is no long walk or drive to the scene of action, for the 
meet on two days is just o'utside the little town, and a five 
minutes’ stroll from the Bristol. Anns down the old-fashioneS 
street brings one to the first stgnd* The land coursed over is 
a raLxture of grass and arable, biri^^^e earlier meeting hires 
are nearly all driven out of turnipS on to grass and .slipped at 
in large enclosures where a good view can be obtained and 
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Chip[,vcnhain field )o what they used to be, and I do not know 
that the club ever used the Six Mile liottom or I.ord Gerard’s • 
,1,'rouncl xvhere the Newmarket open meetings now take place, , 

The Sttxikbridge Meeting is usually held in the early days of 
(ictober, and if the weather is fine (tvhich by the -way it generally 
is; no more enjoyable swii// fixture occurs in the year's Calendar-. 
'I he stakes consist of a Produce Stakes for dogs and bitches, the 
Stockbridge ( iupfor all ages, and the .Longstock, Andover, and 
Panebiiry Slakes of lesser importance. ' Headquarters are at 
the Grosvenor Anns Hotel at Stockhridge, w'here the club use 
the same room which has ser\'ed for the IBibiiry racing club 
three months before, and where the party i.s always jovial and 
pleasant, if not of very large dimensions. The ground coursed 
over belongs "to Mr; Joshua F-ast, of Longstock House, him.self 
an old courser of note, and a mo.st enthusiastic sportsman, who, 
despite the fact that he is an octogenarian, .still ride.s with the 
beat all day and continues to direct all the arrangements. The 
meet is usually at Vicar’s Cro.ss, hard by the pretty Danebury 
racecourse, and operations are conducted in.a circle round 
the copse-crowned hill of Money Bunt, so w'ell known as a 
landmark in the Tedworth Hunt, which serves so efficiently as 
shelter for the Longstock liares. 

The drive—or tvalk—up to Vicar’s Cross on a pleasant 
autumnal morning i.s a thing to be enjoyed by London sports¬ 
men, and a stranger coming upon the scene, and accustomed 
to other coursing grounds, could hardly fail to note the ■ 
striking difference bettveen this and tl^e usual state of affains 
at a coursing meet. No cardsellefs are here, no itinerant 
vendors of ‘ Orm.skirk gingerbread,’ or other well-known coursing 
viands, no loud-voiced bookmakers vociferating the odds on 
the coining event, no miscellaneous crowd of ‘ hangers-on ’ or 
‘ pickers-up,’ but, instead, a group of gentlemen, gaitered and 
knickerbockered to their hearts’ content, some mounted and 
some on foot, and attended only'by their servants vGth" the 
dogs in charge. 

V’eritablya private day it seems, 


and yet by .the time the 1 
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low ^ound is reached on the other side of Money Bunt, a 
goodly array of carriages, bearing their freights of Hampshire 
ladies, wil! have put in an appearance, and when the good 
things, -which are spread out on a table in the stack-yard of the ■ 
farm -where the luncheon halt is made, are tackled, it -ivill be 
found that the scene savours more of a picnic than anything 
■else. As the afternoon wears on the ‘ crowd ’ is also increased 
by numerous horsemen from adjacent Danebury, but the 
■attendance is never large, and the rowdy element at all times 
■conspicuous by its absence. 

The best of the sport is generally forthcoming from a beat 
along the valley, where turnips are driven on to grass in most 
sj'stematic and clever fashion. The beat is not very -wide, but 
is flanked on either side with horsemen, and the boys employed 
-carry a long rope, -which they keep dropping on to the tops 
of the turnips in order to prevent hares breaking back. The 
effect is first-rate, and though it is a diflicult matter to conceal 
the slipper hereabouts, the quarry is easily sent where he can 
reach it. Hare after hare is ‘ used ’ in the lo-w ground, and 
hare after hare clears her pursuers as the hill-side is reached, 
■only to go right away on the steep ascent and gain the covert 
far in advance of the greyhounds. I have seen, course after 
■course from this lo-w ground when the points scored would tot 
up to seventy or eighty, could anyone keep count, and not 
many years ago t-«^o stakes had to be divided after having been 
once run down, not a single hound being fit to go. to slips 
.again ! 

The stock of hares, too, is large enough for a meeting of four 
times the dimensions, and some three or four years ago Mr. 
East told me that 300 had been shot in one drive, in the pre¬ 
ceding year, and after the coursing had taken place. 

The second meeting of the club is generally held about a 
month after the first, and now Amesbury is the venue, the old 
plact having been once more requisitioned after a spell of 
Ne-wmarket. Another Produce Stake is run off at this fixture, 
■but the chief event is the Craven Cup for all age.s, and the first 
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wliit«ffl)!ack, and fawn—^has been invaluable as a matron, A t 
one lVe.st .Cij^iberland meeting lately, nearly all the winner.s 
were greyhband.s bred by Mr, Dison, of whom it can certainly 
Ire said that his energy, determination, bonhomie, and popularity 
have worked wonders with regard to the counsing revival on 
the west coast of Cumberland, 

The Rheda estate of Mr, Thomas Dixon—elder brother of 
the gentleman just mentioned—furnishes, the ground for the 
West Cumberland Club, which was founded in iSSy by Mr. 
.Anthony Dixon, and which, supported by coursers like Sir 
Thomas Brocklebank, Mr, E. M. Cross, the Messrs. Hyslop 
of Denton, Mr. Lowingham Hall and Mr. H. B. Boardman 
is certain . to increase in , popularity and importance. The 
stakes range from 2/. to 4/. lor., and the Club and Rheda 
Cups, of twenty-four dogs eacli, are limited exclusively to 
members, the rninor ^ stakes being generally open. The 
membership shows a steady increase every year, and the 
meetings, two or' three in number, are nearly always of two 
days’ duration. The ground coursed over lies principally in a 
circle round'Rheda Hall, and it may be mentioned that the 
estate is situated between two large mining centres, Frizington 
and Cleator; but the stock of game is simply enormous. 
At no open meeting of to-day do courses follow each other 
more quickly than at Rhedfi, and this, occurring with an attend¬ 
ance of 5,000 miners looking on, speaks volumes for the hare¬ 
preserving qualities of the delvers for coal and iron. The 
crowd at a West Cumberland meeting, 'is certainly most 
remarkable, and even more wonderful still is the manner in 
which they are held in check'. Mr. Thomas Snowdon of the 
North of ' England ' Club is almost facile princeps in the 
management of a chance crowd, but Mr. . Anthony Dixon is 
absolutely not to be beaten in this line, and as a rule he has a 
much more cramped country in which to manoeuvre his forces. 
The'first time I visited the meeting I. found the system was 
worked tbps : Mr. Dixon and his friend Mr. Robert Jefferson 
(master of the Whitehaven Harriers) were mounted, and when 
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where else in the north of England, I was lugging a greyhonnc! 
along the road, being then a youth of tender years with a strong 
partiality for^p long-tails. My canine friend was being sent 
under my -chirge to a field half a mile off in order that he might 
Ire tried, and as usual whe^’ytere were trials in the neighbour: 
hood, some of the miners were hanging about to witness the 
sport. On my journey to the field one of these worthies rose 
from under the wall where he had be.en sitting, and, taking his 
pipe out of his mouih, addressed me as follows very solemnly : 

‘ Master C--, if'Swor ye want to make yer fortun at cooours- 

ing, ye mun get a grand bitch and put her to a grand dog, and 
keep on breedin,,till yer get five pups, arle (all) of one colour. 
They needn’t be mair (more) than five,-but mind ye, they mun 
be arle of one colour.’ 

The last wor^ were spoken with great emphasis, and thus' 
having-got rid-^f what he had to impart, my mining friend 
resumed JySjpipe and his seat. . I was-most anxious to know 
what he nieant, but he only kept repeating his last words, ‘they 
mun be arle of one colour,’ and it was some years before I 
understood the gist .of the remark. This story was a great one 
for Mr. Dixon to tell the miners at a Frizington draiv, and 
coursing men—especially those of the North county—will 
instantly understand the old miner’s implication. 

Dr. Lace of Frizington i.s the secretary of the West 
Cumberland Club. . - 
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tiouse thcrc.is a portrait of Sir Kalph in tlie Court costume of 
the period, with a falcon on His hand bearing a jewelled hood. 
Not far from tite manor house is the old chalk pit, to this day- 
known as ‘Sadler’s Pit,’ where tradition .says that a member of 
tlie chief falconer's family met hi.s death by unwarily galloping 
over its precipitou.s edge while eagerly following a flight There 
is a)-s ancient hostelry hard by the spot which ha.s now for many 
years been selected as the headrjuarters of the Old Hawking 
Club, showing how little the character of the country has 
changed since Sir Ralph Sadler selected it as the best he could 
find for the sport he loved so well. 

That hawking was intensely jropular in the days of Shake¬ 
speare can be proved by a hundred trite quotations, which we 
spare our reader, with the exception of one which shows .so 
perfect a knowledge of the falconer’s practice, and is expressed 
so exactly in the technical language of a falconer, that it is hard 
to believe it was written by anyone who was not a perfect 
adept in the art. It is in ‘The Taming of the Shrew,’ where 
Petruchio says of Katherine— 

My falcon now is' slimp, and passing empty ; 

And, till she stoop, she must not be full gorged, 

For then she never looks upon her lure. 

Another -ivay I have to uum my haggard. 

To make her co)7ie, and know her keepcFs call ; 

That is, to watch her, as we watch these kites 
That bate, and beat, and will not be obedient. 

She ate no meat to-day', not none shall eat; 

Last night she slept not, nor to-night she shall not. 

Had Petruchio been a falconer describing exactly the manage¬ 
ment,of a real falcon of unruly temper he could not have done 
it in more accurate language. 

But to pass by the ancient practice and to come to modern 
falconry'. There, again, we find the. art fully described in many 
a work. Campbell’s treatise, dated 1773, though full of extra¬ 
vagant nonsense, contains many a useful hint. The brief trea¬ 
tise of Sir John Sebright (1S28) is most excellent, and has but 
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One fault, viz. that there is too little of it. ‘ Belany on Fal- 
■conryy’ 1848, is a useful work, and in 1855 vvas published 
‘ Falconry in the British Isles,’ which has ever since been re¬ 
cognised, as a standard work on the subject, excellent for its 
letterpress, but beyond all praise for the admirable engravings 
from the drawings of the late Mr. W, Brodrick, with which 
the book is so copiously adorned. This book was followed by 
‘ Falconry; its History, Claims, and Practice,’ by Messrs. 
Freeman and Salvin, and by various other smaller treatises 
which bring the history of the sport down to the present day. 

These works are all in the English tongue. There are in 
French, German, Italian, in Swedish, Russian, Japanese, and 
Hindustani, nay in every tongue that has existed since the 
days of the Tower of Babel, works on falconry. Of all these, 
manifold and. curioiis as they are, we will commend but one to 
the notice of the student on falconry ; that is the magnificent 
W'ork of Messrs. Schlegel and Wiilverhorst, published at Leyden 
in 1841. The illustration.s,. from the pencil of Wolff, are in 
themselves an education in falconry, while the letterpress (in 
the French language) comprises as good a treatise upon the 
art as it is possible to wwite. Especially interesting to English 
readers are the graphic accounts, of the heron hawking at the 
Loo, which was chiefly carried on by the Hawking Club, a full 
history of which is appended to the work. 

The student of falconry who desires to perfect himself in 
the art need only possess himself of all the lore to be found 
in these books. To-their instructions we can add nothing. 
With the knowledge contained in them we cannot presume to 
vie ; but we will endeavour to describe the pursuit of falconry 
precisely as it is carried on at the present day, with all the 
advantages of modern science, with the disadvantages of 
modern agriculture, and the modern manner of life. This is 
an age of progress,, and hawking, like other sciences, has not 
altogether stood still. Facilities for travelling, modern educa¬ 
tion, and the more rapid mode of thought have left their 
mark upon this ancient art, just as they have upon other 
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management an(3 good entering were essential, but where very 
high training was not required. 

In the ‘Encyclopscdia Britannica ’ Col. Deltru; Ratcliffe, a 
falconer second to none, states it as bis opinion that eyesses : 
or nestling hawks, Iiave been far better managed- in the nine¬ 
teenth century than they were in the middle ages. Whether 
this be so or not we cannot tell ; certainly if hacking .such hawks 
was not formerly practised, thi.s would be the case, but we are 
disposed to think that this practice was generally followed by the 
■old falconers in Scotland and the north of England, where 
falcons could easily be procured from the nes.t, and that the 
good sport which they appear to have enjoyed Was shown by 
eyess falcons tvhich can hardly have been wdthout hack. At 
any rate, he has placed upon record his opinion that the 
falconers of the present time have learnt to manage their hawks 
better than their ancestors were-able to do, and -ive believe 
that he is perfectly correct in this view. 

The haw'ks which are used in falconry in the present day 
are of various kinds, and are divided into two great -varieties. 
First, ^ tlie true falcons, or long-winged ha-ivksg secondly, the 
short-winged, or true hawks. 

In ‘Falconry in the British Isles’ w'e find the following 
excellent definition of the ttvo varieties :— 

The falcons or long-winged hawks are distinguished from the 
time or short-winged jiawks by three never-failing characteristics, 
viz. by the tooth on the upper mandible (this- in some of the foreign . 

' species is doubled), by the second feather of the wing being either 
the longest or equal in length to the third,' and by the colour of 
the irides, dark in the case of the falcons, yellotv in that of the 

Falconers will, how'ever, find many more differences be¬ 
tween the two species than are here described ; for their is'hole 
nature is different, and so, consequently, is their mode of flight. 
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■ ^V’hilst the falcons are fit^tempered, generous birds, whose 
home is in the open country, and whose dashing style of flight 
!s only adapted to wide plains or hills, the hawks are shifting, 
lurching fliers, deadly enough in their own country, which is 
the close woodland- through which they can thread their way 
like a woodcock or an owl, and that with extreme rapidity, for 
a short distance. 

Of the first-named variety the species which are commonly 
used in modern falconry are, first and foremost, the peregrine, 
which is to be found in every quarter of the globe, and wher¬ 
ever it has been trained^; east or west, has always proved itself 
to be the hawk which is by far the best suited to the service of 
man ; next the gyr-falcons and the merlin. These have been 
regularly inade use of from time immemorial. Besides these 
we. sometimes find the Barbary falcon, the sacre, the lanner, 
and the hobby ; but though, no doubt, these birds are very 
capable of showing sport, they, have been treated more as 
pets in this country, and trained as an experiment rather than 
with any serious intention to kill game with them. In the 
East both sacre and lanner are trained with success, as well as 
various other species of falcon. 

Of the short-winged hawks the goshawk and the sparrow- 
hawk are the only varieties in use. 

Of the implements which are in use for the confining and 
training of hawks, the first and the most important is the Hood. 
This is a cap of stiff leather, so contrived as to blindfold the 
hawk, while at the same time it fits easily to her head and 
■does not press upon her eyes, and yet is so w'ell fitted that she 
cannot get it off. Two patterns are in ordinary use, Dutch 
and Indian. The Dutch hood is the old European form, and 
is made of three pieces, one body-piece and two eyepieces. 
These latter are usually covered with cloth or velvet, not 
only for appearance’ sake, but also because the cloth being 
drawn* into the seams of the leather makes a close joint and 
does not. allow a glimmer of light to come through the hood Just 
above the hawk’s eye, and just where it should not. 
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What the bridle is to the horse, that the hood is to the 
felcon ; it.is the only means by which she is controlled ; with¬ 
out it, so nervous and excitable is her temperament that she 
would, even if trained , and fairly tame, dash herself fi-om the 



!>erch at every strange sound or sight, and after an exhausting 
struggle would not, perhaps, recover her equanimity for a whole 
day. To take her to the field on the hand, or to travel with 
her from place to place, among sights and people most strange 



and alarming to her, would be an impossibility. fVith.the 
hood.on her head she sits like a stuffed bird ; she can be 
handled, passed from one. person to .another, carried for 
hundreds of miles, and taken through streets, railway stations. 



228 


FALCONRY 


or where you will, without tlie slightest trouble and without 
feeling any alarm or inconvenience herself. 

Sir John Sebright very aptly remarks.:—‘ It mayy perhajjs, 
appear paradoxical to .assert that hawks, by being kept htxtded, 
are brought nearer to their natural habits ; but this is un¬ 
doubtedly the case, for, by th!:s treatment, they are induced to 
remain at rest when they are not feeding or in jtursuit of game, 
and such are their habits in a wild state-when left undisturbed.’ 

Jesses are two short strips of leather (see fig. 4) by 
which the hawk is held at all times. They are about one 
quarter of an inch wide for the greater part of their length, 
and half an inch wide at the part where they encircle the hawk’s 
legs. Two slits are made about one and a half inch apart, 



and the jess being placed round the hawk’s leg, the shorter end 
is passed through the slit nearest the middle of the jess, and 
the longer end passed through both slits, which makes a neat 
knot around the leg. (See fig. 5.) 

At the end of the jess furthest from the hawk’s leg is a long 
slit which is passed over a swivel (see fig. 7), through the 
lower end of which is run the leash. This is a strap or thong 
of leather about three feet in length, with a button at the end, 
formed by folding the leather several times, then punching a 
hole through the folds and drawing the end of the thong through 
the hole. By this leash the haw'k is tied to her block or perch. 

,,Dog-skin well tanned is the best leather that can possi.bly be 
used for jesses, and out of the centre part of the back, in very 
large skins, can be cut the best leashes. When, skins of suffi¬ 
cient size cannot be got, calf leather or ‘ kip ’ is very good. 
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■Once we saw some capital leashes cut out of lion’s skin, but this 
leather is hot often found in the tanyard. , White horse-skin 
is very tough and very good for hawks that are prone to gnaw 
and tear their jesses, but it is apt to grow very hard with wear 
and requires constant .greasing' and attention, and nothing is 
better, for leashes than ‘ porpoise \ hide or the leather of the 
white whale. In India a leather is used that is very light and 
good, and also soft; it is usually dyed some bright colour on 
one side and appears to be goatskin. Swivels should be made 
of brass in all. cases ; iron or steel rust with bathing and then do 
not act well. In old days ‘ varvels’ or rings of brass, silver, or 
even gold (often engraved with the owners name) were attached 



to the jesses, and the leash run through them, but tin’s more 
■ clumsy arrangement has lor along time been superseded by the 
swivel. 

Bells should be very good ones or they are not worth 
putting on to a hawk, Bv far the best and most durable, are 
.the Indian bells, of which the shape is peculiar (see fig. 8. p. 230}. 
They 'are easily nrocured through anv friends who may have 
taken up falconry m India, and tnev are largciv m.adc in 
l^hore. Of rough manufacture and cheap m price, they are 
{.lerfect for the purpose, for which they are intended and fi;w 
falconers Uic anv other--. Thtw ,11c iigiu of cood lone in 
.general, and m,.tvc!Ioiisk\ <li ra^ ic \\ i LnvL tied onte foj 
many years, even until a hole was worn ihrouch the met.a! ol 
the tell b> the < lajiper with-n span,] -thi tone v,-, mnii! 
paired. Many attempt bare .'■u.di to uct liim-i wib 
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exactly copied in Europe, but the result has always been utter 
failure : probably the metal used in India is a different alloy to 
that in use ih Europe. Bells are made in Holland and are 
fairly good when new, but nearly, always, crack and lose their 
tone after a season’s use. Bells are fastened to the hawk s legs 
by short straps called ‘ bewits,’ which are attached in the same 



The Cadge is a frame or perch on which hawks are car¬ 
ried to the field. It should be made of light deal, and 
the edges well stuffed and covered with stout canvas. It 
is supported by four legs, which can be made to fold up for 
convenience sake, and it is hung over the shoulders of the 
bearer, who stands in the midst of the frame, by two cross belts. 
The box cadge is simply a light box, without a lid, and with 
padded edges, on tvhich hawks are placed for railway travelling, 
&c. To induce hawks to sit quietly on the cadge they must 
frequently be brailed. The Br.ail is a strip of leather similar 
to a jess, about ten inches long, with a slit in the middle about 
two inches long. This slit is passed over the shoulder, and one 
end of the brail is passed round the wing and tied.qn the 
outside. The wing 'is thus lightly confined in its. natural 
position, and the hawk, being unable to use it, will sit perfectly 
still as long as she is allowed to do so. 
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The Lure is a most important instrument in the training 
of hawks. The chief requirements are : that it should be 
attractive in form to the hawk, too heavy for it , to carry, and 
convenient for the falconer to carry and use. A very good 
lure is made of a horseshoe, well padded with tow, and bound 
and covered with leather. It should be covered over with two 
pairs of wings, of which wild duck’s will be found to be the 
best, and strings are attached by which food may be fastened 
to the lure, on which the hawk may feed. A lure is figured 

A good lure is formed of two or four fresh pairs of pigeon’s 
or fowl’s wings laid face to face, and bound together. The 
hawks can pull enough at 
it to be, rewarded after a 
flight, and it more closely 
resembles a bird, dead or 
alive. But, as hawks can 
carry such lures as these, 
they must be held by a 
long string, and are usually 
thrown up to the returning 
hawk to be taken in the 
air, instead of being thrown 
out on to the ground. 

The falconer’s left hand’ 
on which hawks are car¬ 
ried must be protected by Fro. 9.—Lure 

a stout glove. Buckskin is 

the proper material for this, roughly t.anned, and it should be 
sewn double over the thumb, fore-finger, and upper part of the 
hand, or sharp claws will penetrate. 

A Falconer’s B.VG.-with different compartments for live 
and dead lures, snaring lines, <ktc., is most useful. A pattern is 
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stuiwn bdow. It is usually worn round the waist on horse¬ 
back, o)', if used on foot, over the shoulder. 

Many falconers use the voice freely when training or exer¬ 
cising their h.awks. 'f'radition is in favour of the practice, and 
it seems to have been in use in Shakespeare’s time, or he 
would not have made juliet exclaim :— 

Mist! Romeo, hist I O! for a falconers voice 
To lure this tassel-gentle back again. 

Romeo and Juliet, lK0iW. ‘Ac. 


Yet we have our doubts as to t 
short sharp cry as game ri!?es 



will attract them. If the fall 


le efficacy of the practice. A 
is certainly of use, a.s it may 
attract the attention of a hawk 
that is waiting on so wide that 
her eyes may be turned for 
the moment in another di¬ 
rection. An old hawk, too, 
raa)' become so used to her 
trainer’s voice that she may 
not, how'ever wilful she be, 
stray beyond sound of it. 
But, as a rule, haw'ks are 
birds that work solely by 
the eye. They will generally 
detect game the instant it 
rises from the covert, many 
seconds ere the sound of the 
falconer’s voice reaches them. 
So, too, they will see the lure 
the moment it is shown to 
them, and if they will not 

iman voice, however melodious, 
;oner has a fine sonorous 'voice 


and he likes to exercise it eitlier in calling or in cheering on 
his liawks, he can do so with eyesses without doing the slightest 
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harm ; but many paskge hawks do not like a noise, and, as 
rule, in hawking, as in all other sports, the quieter you are about 
it the more successful are you, likely to be. 

In ancient times the number of technical expressions used 
in falconrywere almost innumerable; hardly a motion could 
be made by the hawk, hardly a feather .shaken, but a special 
term was applied. We in modern times have much reduced 
, the number of, these terms, and in describing our hawks are 
content to make use of the ordinary expressions of everyday 
life; but in a sport so peculiar there are necessarily many tech¬ 
nicalities and many terms which must be used and understood 
when falconry is the topic. We here append a glossary of 
terms now used in hawking, and, while we have endeavoured to 
include all those that are in daily use, we have excluded all that 
are unnecessary or obsolete. 

Glossary of Terms used in HAtvKiNG 

B. xte.— To flutter off the perch or fist through wildness or from 
■ temper. 

-BEWITS_The strips of leather by ’.vhich the bells are fastened lo 

the legs. 

Bind.—T o seize and hold on to quarry in the air. 

Brail.—A, strip of leather with which one wing- of a hawk is 
secured so as to prevent her from moving it. 

Cadge.—A frame of wood with' padded edges upon which hawks 
sit when can’ied to the field. , Cadges for travelling are made 
in the form ot a box without a lid, and the edg-cs of tlie box 
are padded as ni an ordinary cadge. 

Calling, off.—T o cal! the hawk to the lure from the list ol an 

Carry.—T o fly oft* witlt the quarry wbicli has been taken, on (lie 
approach of the falconer : a fault Isawk.s arc verv Inablii lu con- 

C. A.s'l'.—A couple of hawks. 

Caniiw.v - For Ol fcaliii rt go,, n to a , locellu null im foud, 
to promote digc.stion, 

Ct kt.. - The vaxhke skm abm f m im nd .h Iv .1. 

CHiXR at -Toleaa, tin bmi flo.,n .it f>" mo-h'i 
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<. Di'l.Mr,- I rmimmH :i)k! jwrinK tli'-' bi'nk .'irttl tal'tns. 

<.. k.M;)il.\n.-- (lawks wu: another. 

De(:k .' J.rVi HKHs.-. iho two centre feathers of the tai), 

■ 1 o train a.hawk to a particular ijtiarry. 

Jcvtias. or h.VAs.—A liawk taken from tin; uest. 

1-.ACCOM.- Means the (einale of any hawk as opposed to the male, 
wlitr. used by falconers, Naturalists use the word to .signify 
a loiig-wmpcd as oppo.sed to a short-tvinged hawk. 

1'ACCOM ijCMTl.l;.—Another name for a [jeregrtne. 
f'KouMCK ,—A tlisca.se m the mouth and thrord of a hatvk. 
tjOitcK,—lo give a hawk as much as she will eat. 

Hack. —-A state of liberty in which young eyesse.s arc kept for 
some weeks to enable them to gain power of wingt 
J-f-ACK-noARD.—A board or table upon which the hawks at hack 
are daily fed. 

H.AGGAkl.i.--A hiiw'k captured after she has assumed the mature 
plumage— t.e. is tivo year.s old at the least. 

H OOD.—A caj.) of leather used for blinding a hawk, so as to bring 
her under proper control. 
lAir.—To repair broken feathers. 

INTKRMEWED.—A hatvk that has been moiiUed in confinement. 
JESSE.S.—'Leather straps about si.v indies long permanently secured 
to the legs of a hawk. 

Leash. —A leathern thong fastened by a .swivel to the jesses in 
order to secure the hawk to a perch or block. ' 

AtAKE-HAWK.—An old hawk floivn with a young one to assistAind 
encourage her. 

Af.ANNED.—A hawk that is tame enough to endure the company 
of Strangers. 

Mantuc —To sit on llie perch with wings and tail fully spread—a 
sign of an ill-tempered hawk. 
i\lE\vs.—The place where hawks are kept. 
iilUTES.—Hawks’ droppings. 

N.ares.— Hawks’ nostrils. 

NltSTl.lNG.—The same as an eyess. 

Panm'EE.—T he gut of a hawk. 

Passage. —The reg-ular flight of any quarry to or from its feedifig- 
ground ; also the annual migration of hawks. 

Pa.ss.VGE hawks. —Hawks which are caught when fully gi'own, as 
they migrate. 

Perch. —The pole or rail on which haivks are,usually kept within 





23S 


GLOSSARY OF TERMS 

Pitch,— The highest point to which a hawk rises when waiting oic 

Point, to make.—T he pe^endicular shoot up of a hawk over the 
exact spot where quarry has put in. 

Put in.—T he quarry is ‘ put in ’ when driven to take refuge in 
some covert. 

Put over.—To digest food. 

Qu.arry.—T he game fioivn at. 

R.amage.—W ild and stubborn. 

Rangle.— Small stones which haw’ks take ivith their food to aid 
digestion. 

Reclaim.— To tame a hawk, or bring her from her wild condition 
to such a point that she is fit to enter at quariy. 

Red HAWK_A hawk of the first year—f.<?. in the ‘red’ or im.- 

mature plumage (sometimes also termed a ‘ soar ’ hawk). 

Ring.—T o rise in w-ide circles, or spirally. 

Rousing.—S haking all the feathers. 

' RuFTER hood.—A hood of peculiar construction used for freshly- 
caught hawks.- 

Serving a hawk.— Driving out the quarry which has ‘ pat in ’ to 
the hawk as she waits overhead. 

Slight FALCON.—A peregrine. , 

Stoop.—-T he rapid descent from a height upon the quarry. 

Swivel.— Used as a link to attach the jesses to the leash, and to 
prevent entanglement. 

-Tiercel, Tercel, or Tassel_ The male hawkas opposed to the 

; female ; he being a ‘tierce’ or third smaller in size. 

Truss.-—T o dutch or hold on to the quan-y in the air. 

F’ARVELS.—Small rings of brass or silver which used to be attached 
to the end of the jesses. Now disused and a swivel adopted, 
being less likely to become entangled in trees, &c. 

W.AITING ON.—To soar steadily above the head of the falconer or 
his dog,-in expectation of the springing of game. 

- W.ATCH.ING OR Waking,—S itting up at night with a newly caught 
hawk, so as to tire out and tame her. 

Weathering—I s placing haivks unhooded upon their blocks in 
the open air. 

VakaK.—A n Indian term to signify good flying condition. 
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.CHAPTER II - 

the peregrine—evesses—hacking hawks —training—' 

GAME HAWKING—RECORDS OF SPORT—MAGPIE HAWKING 

The peregrine falcon breeds in most parts of the United 
Kingdom where a suitable situation can be found for -its eyrie 
and where it is allowed to remain unmolested. ' Wild sea-cliffs 
or lofty scauns on inland hills aVe the most common situations ; 
but the sea-chffs are generally preferred because of the abund¬ 
ant food which is provided, both for the parent birds and the. 
young, by the dense flocks of sea-birds and rock-pigeons which 
have also resorted to the same range of cliffs for breeding pur¬ 
poses. The chalk cliffs of the South Coast j rocky islands, such 
as Lundy or Handa : the headlands on the Welsh coast; the 
north and west of Ireland ; and almost the whole of the coast' 
.of Scotland, are dotted with the breeding-places of th% pere¬ 
grine. Only one nest is found within a considerable circle, for 
the pair which have taken possession of an established e^ie 
will brook no intruder on their hunting-grounds. Taking the 
young from the nest is an operation attended with considerable 
difficulty and danger, and, if possible, experienced cliff-men, 
who'are in the habit of descending the cliffs by rneans of ropes 
in order to take sea-birds’ eggs or to gather samphire, should 
be employed. It is absolutely essential that the right moment 
should be selected for taking, the young birds, and that moment 
arrh'es wffien the birds are nearly fledged, but have not yet left' 
the nest. If taken too young the nestlings are very difficult 
to real ; are very liable to. be taken with cramp, which is incur¬ 
able, and, even if they survive, are almost certain to contract 
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care must Ire taken that no hay, grass, or woollen material l>t; 
placed at the bottom of the hatnjrcr, or else the young birds 
will very probably ])ick up and swallow pieces thereof. Many 
a young hawk lias been destroyed in tliis way. Young hawks 
well taken and well sent off are worth about i/. to i/. loy. each, 
d'hose taken too young are literally not worth one .shilling. Un¬ 
less the falconer can thoroughly rely ujion the cliff-men who are 
to take the ne.s't for him, it is W'cll worth his while to go himself 
or to send a man to see the nest taken. Not mifrequently there 
is some competition as to which man or set of men shall 
secure the nest, and in such case.s birds are often taken young, 
and kept, generally in a bad place and on bad food, until they 
are fledged, and then sent to the falconer as freshlyyaken bird.s. 
Such nestlings as these are the most W'orthles.s of all ; their 
weakly nature, tame disposition, and screaming will betray tliem 
at once, and the best and cheapest plan is to send them straight 
back again to wherever they came from, if, as should always ■ 
be the case, proper directions have been sent for taking them, 
and a stipulation' made tiiat they are carried out. ' As soon as 
they are received, they should be taken from the hamper and 
placed in a roughly-made nest on the floor of a large floft, or 
even a shed or coach-house, in the vicinity of which they .are 
intended to fly at hack f jesses and 'p-couple of large beS^Should 
be put upon them at once, and, after that, the less thhy see of 
any human presence the better. The object of flying at hack 
is to get the young hawTs wdld and powerful on the wing.- All 
training should be left until this j-iart of their rearing is past 
and done wdth ; the wilder they get the better, so long as tliev 
feed regularly. Food should consist of fresh beef finely 
cliopped, with every other day a new-laid egg mi,\ed with it ; 
a change of diet should also be resorted to, as the birds get 
older, and freshly-killed birds, rabbits, and even squirrels and 
rats, form good diet for hawks at hack. All food should be 
tied on a piece of board (which should be kept scrupulously 
clean) and placed within sight of the young birds by the 
falconer, who should show himself as little as possible and 
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retire as quickly as he can. If the young hawks learn to asso¬ 
ciate his presence with a supply of food, they will at once begin 
to scream at the sight of a human being, and, if this habit is 
contracted, it will never be lost, and the hawks will become a 
positive nuisance to their owner. The method of rearing 
hawks which was adopted by Peter Ballantyne, one of the most 
successful of Scotch falconers, was to place them in an open 
loft or old pigeon-house, along the front of which was nailed a 
wide board or shelf at such a height that a. man standing 
underneath it could just reach up high enough to place food 
on the shelf. On this board the young hawks spent most of 
their time in fine weather, their food being placed before them 
twice or three times a day without their catching sight of a 
living creature near enough to alarm them. Gradually they 
extended their flight to the roof of the house and the adjoining- 
trees, and soon were on the wing and taking long trips into the 
adjoining country, regularly returning when hungry to the 
board, wdiere they never failed to find their food at regular 
intervals. This was an excellent method of rearing nestlings, 
and its principle should be followed as nearly as possible. 
Where the hawks are reared in an ordinary loft, the window 
should be set open as the hawks get stronger, and they should 
be allowed gradually to come out, care being taken to set thcir 
food, when they have done so, on a large board called the 
hack-board, in a conspicuous place just outside the loft : for, 
when once in the open air, they will not re-enter the house. 

In some places the contiguity of a village or some other 
circumstance renders it undesirable to let the hawks out until 
they are strong enough on the wing to extend their first flight 
to the tops of high trees well out of harrnts way. In the first 
short flights of the very young birds they arc, of course, ^■cr)• 
liable to be knocked over by a stone from some miscliicvous 
boy, or picked up and injured by some ignorant but well- 
meaning person. In such a case as this the liawks must be 
reared in a good large loft or loose Ixix until they are fjuile 
strong on the wing. 'They must then Ire taken out and tied 
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fiowti to blocks close to tiie liack-board for two or tfirce days 
until tlicy ficl; tlioroughly familiar witb the siirrOundiugs. 

At tl)c end of that lime the falconer sliouid quietly, and 
without iVighlcning the hawk,'cm .its jesses off close to the 
swivel and leave it on the bloi,':k loose. At night, after the 
hawk has fed, is the best time to do this. In the morning it 
will, after looking about it,, quietly take wing, though its first 
flight will irroltably not take it out of sight of the hack-board, 
to ivhicli it will coinc down and feed, as it has been accustomed, 
at the usual time. 

As soon as the young hawks iiave each spent the day on the 
wing atid returned to feed at evening on the hack-board, they 
may be considered safe, and may be kept in this state of liberty 
until they learn to prey for tliemseive.s, which will not be for 
some weeks. It i.s a beautiful sight to .see them playing' 
together, coursing each other through the air, stooping and 
dodging, till at last, hot and weary, they ring up in wide 
circles into the cooler currents high overhead till they are out 
of sight and you see them no more till the feeding-time draw’s 
near.' Possibly as the time approache.5, none, or at most but 
one or tw’o, are to be seen about the hack-board; but before 
the hour strikes, a little dot will be seen in the far distance, 
which in a few seconds resolves itself into a falcon, hastening 
like ‘a bolt from the blue,’to take her place at the dinner- 
table ; in a minute more another speck is visible in another 
direction, then two or three together, and in a few’ minutes 
the whole vicinity of the hack-board will be alive with hawks,' 
racing and chasing each other, till at last they drop down 

’ In the summer of i88i, an old wild tiered came daily to play >viththe 
t^oung hawks which we were dying at hack, and so lost his natural fear of 
mankind, through associating with them, that he would at times stoop within 
a few yards of the windows of the house, and even took to roosting on the ad¬ 
joining church-steeple with the young hnwks. When some of the nestlings 
were caught up, he disappeared, but, unhappily, carried otf with him his 
favourite playmate, an exceedingly promising young falcon, which he kept so 
well pro^n■dcd w'ilh food that she ceased to feed at the hack-board and so never 
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one by one to the ground, and soberly settle down to the serious 
business of the evening meal. 

Strict punctuality must be observed in feeding young 
hawks ; six o’clock morning and evening are good hours to 
appoint.’ . They will not go far away at so late, an hour, and 
will drop down from their roosting-places for their morning 
feed before they attempt to leave the place for the day : conse¬ 
quently. every hawk goes away with its crop full, safe from getting 
into mischief for the present. Care must be taken to fasten the 
meat securely to the hack-board, so that it cannot be carried 
off by any hawk, and for feeding at this stage very tough beef, 
alternated with rabbits, skinned partially and cut into four 
quarters, is ns good as anything. 

As long as'each, young hawk appears regularly at the 
morning and evening feed, it is in mo danger of being lost by 
its own fault, however far it may roam from home, and a careful 
watch must be kept to see that all have attended. But directly 
a hawk absents itself at feeding-time it is a sign that it is killing 
for itself, and, should it be missing a second time, it should be 
caught at once. Probably, however, this will not happen until 
the hawks have been at large for a fortnight or three weeks. 

In order to secure them the bow-net must be used. This 
is a plain, circular, or oval net about three feet in diameter; for 
half of its circumference it is fastened to a light hazel-rod, bent 
into a semicircular or ‘bow’ shape. To the centre of the 
bow .is attached one end of a line fifty yards long. To set the 

^ Hawks that ai-e irreeularlv led, or are ailo\ved to go for an\’- protracted 
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net, spread it open on the ground near the hack-bpard, and peg 
down that half of it to which the Ixjw is not fastened with lulf 
a dozen pegs set round its outer edge. Then fold the bow 
back over the pegged-down portion, tuck away all the loose 
part of the net under the bow itself, t^l but little is seen except 
the hazel stick lying on the ground. . In the very centre of the 
net place the food of the hawk, firmly pegged down, draw the 
long line tight, and the net is ready. Care must be taken not 
to allow the hawk which is wanted to feed with the others, and, 
as it will probably be the .shyest and wildest of them, it will be 
easy enough to move it off till all the others have fed. Then 
remove all food except the piece which is in the net, and ere 
long the hawk will come to it. One pull of the line brings the 
bow flying over the hawk’s head ; the net is spread out to its 
original shape of a circle, in the centre of which, under the net, 
is the hawk. It must be secured as quickly and as quietly As 
possible—a hood put on its head, a swivel and leash attached 
to the jesses, and then it should be tied dorvn upon soft grass 
with a block to sit upon, and so left to itself for an hour or 
two to settle down. 

No unnecessary delay must intervene before training must 
be seriously taken in hand. At first the young falcorr, must be 
carried on hand for two or three hours at a time, beihg con¬ 
tinually, stroked with a feather and otherwise gently handled. 
She will show great impatience at every touch .and every, strange 
sound, but she will gradually settle down to her unaccustomed 
perch and its concomitant disagreeables. As soon as she does 
this she wiU pull at a piece of meat laid across her feet, and 
will shortly take a fair meal through the hood. The next stage 
is quietly to remove the hood, by candle-light, while the hawk 
is feeding and hungry. Probably she will continue her meal 
without taking much notice, but the hood must be replaced 
ere the meal is at an end, and a few mouthfuls given after it is 
put on ; for the appearance of the hood must never be associated 
with the abrupt termination of dinner in the hawk’s mind. 
If, how'ever, she will feed well and fearlessly by candle-light, 
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she should, be tried by dayl^ht on the following day, and, if 
she has been carefully handled, no' doubt she will feed well 
enough on hand in a short time , in the open air, with strange 
people about her.. She should now be carried as much as 
possible among strange dogs, children, &c,,- and her idle 
moments may be spent bareheaded on a block in some place 
-where she will see many strangers of all sorts, and in this way 
.she will tame herself in a few days, and will eagerly jump to 
the fist for the evening meal, which she has become accustomed 
to take there. The next step in her traiihng is to break her 
to the hood, and this, is a most important one, for to be shy of 
the hood is one of the most serious vices with which a harvk 
can be cursed. It is hardly too much to say that there is no 
fault that a hawk can possess which may not be induced by 
a dislike to ■ the hood in the first instance. It lies with the 
falconer himself \yhether his hawk shall be perfect in this 
respect, and there is no greater test of the skill and patience 
of the trainer than the way in which his hawks stand to the 
■Iiood. Not on his own fist. He may be an exceedingly skilful 
hooder, and bis, hawks may know him perfectly, and let him 
hood them easily enough.; but a well-broken haw-k should 
. stand well to the hood on the hand of any and every man ovho 
■knows ho-w to use his hood with ordinary, skill. To do this 
well requires much practice and some dexterity ; it is hardly 
possible to describe the process on paper. It should be done 
firmly, quickly and gently; no shots or dabs taken at the 
hawk’s head, nor should the middle finger of the hand which 
. -holds the hood by the plunie be used to thrust the hawk’s 
head into the hood ; but it must be gently placed on her head 
-and a quick movement made of the hand on which she perches, 
.so as to cant her forward, as it were, ,and let her hood herself. 
Any person who aspires to become a successful trainer of 
hawks.must practise this branch of his art imdei- good tuition, 
and Should he master it he. may be assured that flie rest of 
the business will give him no great trouble. 

But suppose the young eyess to feed well on the hand, to 
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juni)) reailily to the fist for food, and to stand well to .the hood, 
the next ste|) isto introduce the lure—an instrument which has 
been (liscribc’d at page 331, hut which is really any convenient 
piece of food which may be ofTered to a hawk,, and which she 
.cannot readily carry away. A dead pigeon, or a fowfowill 
do very rvell. Let your hawk take a bite or two from it and 
then fling it to the ground; she will follow it with a little en- 
oouragement, and, after you have helped her to feed upon it, 
.she will again fly a few yarrls to it when thrown from her. 
During this part of her education she must be confined by a 
long string. Let her finish her meal upon the lure with your 
assistance : and the next day if she will fly keenly at if directly 
it is thrown at a little distance from her, and not offer to leave 
it at your approach, she is fit to fly loose with due. care. She 
should be called .from the block a few times at increasing 
distances, but before this lesson has been often repeated, the 
falconer will find that he cannot walk far away from his hawk 
with the lure in his hand without her following him. 

She should be now placed on an assistant’s hand and 
‘hooded off’ to the falconer, who will swing the lure at a 
distance of about 200 yards. The harvk will be well on the wing 
when she reaches him, and when she stoops at the lure he wdl! 
twitch it from her, and keep-it from her sight for a while. She 
is sure to mount and circle round his head for a few moments,. 
when the lure will be thrown oiit to her, and she should be 
fed on it. In a few lessons she will follow her master, circling 
round his head at a greater or less height, according to her 
natural inclination, for five or six minutes at a tirne, and then 
the rest of her education is a mere question of practice. 

This hawk has never killed for itself, so .it will be necessary 
to arouse the instinct within it by offering her a pigeon at the 
block. She .will almost surely seize and kill it, and the next 
time she is flying round the falconer may be offered an easy 
pigeon, which also she will ■ take and instantly kill. If the 
falconer has thoroughly won the confidence, of his hawk he 
will have no fear of her carrying, but if it be otherwise the- 
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pigeon must have a short line, attached to it. When the hawk 
has taken two or three pigeons from the hand thus, let her 
have a real good old blue-rock fresh taken from the dovecote. 
If she should catch'him, yoil may hug yourself on having got 
. a ‘ wonder,’ but in nine cases out of ten he will either beat her 
to some covert, if she presses him hard, or will fairly defeat her 
in the air.’ In either case (if the country be open, and none 
■other ,should be selected for such a trial) the hawk will return 
high in the air in consequence of the distance from w-hich she 
comes. Then the moment she is ivell overhead throw out to 
her a pigeon which she can easily catch, feed and reward her 
well, and thd lesson is learnt—viz. that to catch quarry she 
must be high and. well placed over her master’s head. Another 
lesson or two of this sort and the hawk is fit to fly at game. 
The less work that is done at pigeons the better—it is but 
a -paltry amusement not fit to be called sport—and if hawks are 
kept very long at bagged quarry, they will soon fly at none 
other, and become useless, half-hearted brutes. This remark 
applies to all kinds of hawks .and all varieties of quarry. 

The first essay at wild game should be attempted with 
great care, and, if possible, in private, so that the hawk may 
be given every chance, and nothing sacrificed in an endeavour 
to show sport to an admiring circle. The iveather must be 
' fine—not necessarily a dead calm. A steady, good dog, well 
used to hawks, must be put down on favourable ground— 
'the most favourable .that 'can be selected—and should he get 
a point at birds in a good place, let the young falcon be flown. 
Plenty of time must be given.her to attain her highest pitch, 
which the falconer will employ in getting round tlie birds so as 
to head the -dog. The hawk must be exactly ‘ placed ’ when 
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the birds are sprung—that is, to: say, she must be as high as she 
is likely to mount, exactly over the birds, but a, little up wind of 
them. If, then, the falconer springs the birds at the. right 
moment, and turns them down wind, a good stoop will be made, 
which will probably re.sult in a kill. ^ O fortunati nimiunt ! if 
such be the re.sult, for, with future care and caution, the hawk is 
made. Let then the falconer go carefully in to her as she sits- 
with the game in her foot; if he has trained her carefully he 
need have no fear of her carrying, for she will but regard his 
approach as an extra assistance by which she may the more 
rapidly obtain the tit-bits of her meal. * She should be given a 
fair good three-quarter crop with plenty of casting, hooded up 
and taken home, and flown again the afternoon of the next day. 
Should she kill her bird again, treat her in the same manner, and 
then fly her twice or thrice a day as long as she kills well, and 
get all the sport you can out of her. After being flown for a 
while at game the hawk will (if it is ever to become a good one 
at all) begin to mount higher and higher. Unless it does so, it 
will be of no use at all later in the season, and, indeed, it is sur¬ 
prising how few hawks can kill grouse regularly and well after 
September 15, or partridges (especially in the case of tiercels) 
after November i. The higher a hawk mounts the more ground 
it W’ill cover, and where the pitch is good game will be killed 
that has sprung very wide of the hawk ; but, as a rule, the 
hawk should be high, and directly over the game, wLich should 
be sprung dowm wind, so as to ensure a dowm-wind stoop. - To 
ensure success these three points must ever be strictly observed, 
and for grouse late in the season, or even December partridges, the 
falconer W'ill find that he can afford to give very few points away. 

Should the quarry be driven into a fence or other covert, a 
good spaniel is useful either to retrieve- or to drive him out. 
Old hawks are thoroughly alive to this part of the sport, and 
will recover theif* pitch with extraordinary rapidity after having 
driven a bird headlong into covert, so as to be, ready should he 
emerge from it. 

Game harvking, contrary to what might be, expected, ha^ 



3 t the eftect of banishing the game flown at from its hau: 
single afternoon at the sport will prove to any man of 
;rience that it is not likely to have this effect. Immedial 
covey is flushed, the hawk being overhead, its memb 
trry with the utmost speed they can command to the neai 
)vert. One bird only is killed, and the rest find a refi 
ithin a few hundred yards of the place tvhere they w 
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and. Directly they discover that they are not 
II be out on the feed-again, for there is nothing 
usual to them in beinar frightened bv a hawk. 
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'We luive hot unfreqiiently, in countries where there were 
but few si)ace!> open enough for hawking, flown almost daily at 
the same coveys, Ijoth of grouse and partridges, and found 
thchi without fail on the same feeding grounds, though in 
diminished numbers, us they were one by,one taken ; nbr did 
flying hawks at tbern. regularly appear to make them nearly so 
wild as even a day or two of shooting over the same ground. On 
moors where, for convenience, a separate beat is devoted to 
the use of the hawks, it has been found that, toward.s the end of 
the season, birds lie better to dogs and are con.siderjibly more 
numerous than they are upon the beats where they have been 
shot regularly. This has been proved most conclusively upon 
the Achinduich moors in Sutherlandshire in jS82 and 1883, afid , 
upon the Langwell moors in Caithness in the seasons of 1885, 
1886, and 1887. 

A good flight at game is one of the prettiest sights hawking 
can afford, especially when grouse is the ciiiariyc The moor 
should be rather a flat one, and the les.s broken the ground is, 
and the fewer burns intersect it, the better the hawk's chance of 
success. Grouse will ‘put in ’ to a burn with steep sides, like 
a partridge into a fence, and get right underground where 
the banks are hollow. Good dogs are essential -: they must be 
wide rangers, very steady, and thoroughly understand the sport, 
into which they will enter most keenly. As soon as the dog 
stands the falconer should unliood his hawk and throw' her off. 
If she is an old hand at the game she will not be long 
mounting. .Possibly, if a dashing, flier, she will do so in very 
wide circles, ranging, it may be, a mile or more from her 
master. Especially will she do this when flying hard daily, and 
being fully fed upon the game she is killing, she becomes full 
of flesh, muscle, and vitality, and at the same time what is 
called ‘ a little above herself.’ Should she stray too far away the 
swinging of the lare, or in extreme cases, one flutter of the wing 
of a pigeon, will bring her back ; but, as a rule, all exhibition of 
lures while a hawk is japunting high on the wirig.should be con¬ 
demned. Directly shereturns, and has shownbya few short turns 
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that she is steady, the birds may bc'-flushed. The ha^yk ought 
now to be hanging steadily, with, her head to the wind, at least 
three gilnshots high. She looks no. bigger than a butterflyy and 
here and there bits of scud maybe seen drifting between the 
.. earth and her ; yet she is under eotnmand, and, should the 
point prove a false one; will' follow her master at that lofty 
'pitch while, say,-fifty acres of heather ai'e beaten below her. But 
'at the right moment the falconer, who has moved quietly round 
-SO as to head, his'.dog while the'liawk gains her pitch,'dashes 
dotonpc^ the point;-the.birds are sprung, and the hawk, turning 
ori her side, flies downward for a ferv strokes as hard as she can, 
and then -with wings closed she falls like a stone slung from a 
. mighty catapult almost like a flash of light, right on to the 
very top of the bird she has from the first moment selected. 
Should she hit h'imTair and square, there -will be a little cloud of 
■ -feathers in. the air, and the grouse will bound on to the heather 
as dead as though he had received the contents of a choke- 
bore at forty yards ; but if the quarry pursued.be an old cock 
grouse, perchance at the critical momejit he will give three or 
four abrupt side shifts like those of a newly-sprung snipe, and 
the baffledirawk will.shoot ujj after her stoop to a height half 
■as high as that which she came from, ready to drive at tire 
grouse again -as he scuds off to the shelter of the nearest bum. 
It then becomes a trial of speed bet-vee.en the two, the result of 
which depends on the distance of tire flight, the lay of the 
ground, , and sinrilar circumslatices : but the faiconer will only 
occasionally be able to sec the actual finish, and follo’.ving 
on the line of flight will either find his falcon Ireneath the 
lee of some great boulder surroimded by a mass of feathers, 
about to begin her feast on the bodt’ of her victim, or else 
hears the tinkle of'her bel! a.s the defeated hawk, having re¬ 
covered her wind, take.s flight again to search for licr master. 

It is a great advantage when the dog can be trained to dash 
in towards ins m.aster and flush tiie birds at a given signal, 
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Tlicy ma)' be al a little distance from him, and will lie like 
stones with the hawk overhead, so that the falconer may Ire 
iinalile to ligiit upon them instantly, and the delay of a few 
moments may Ije fatal. We have seen two or three dogs of 
the breed of lemon and white .setter.s, belonging to Mr. St. 
Quintin, that would dash in ‘as keen as mustard’at the .signal 
and flush the nearest grouse of the covey, dropping instantane¬ 
ously as they did so. There they would remain during the 
time the hawk was flown, was taken up, and a fresh hawk 
taken from the cadge and hooded off, and after she had got to her 
pitch would again dash in and flush, at the exact moment, the 
remaining bird or birds of the covey.. In this %vay we, have 
seen, especially with one magnificent setter called ‘ Pririce,’ w'ho 
w'orked for many seasons solely with hawks, three and four 
flights obtained from the same point at one covey, the dog 
lying immovable during the long time—perhaps twenty minutes 
—that elapsed during the flight and taking lip of the hawk in each, 
case. Yet these dogs were no potterers, but were dashing, high- 
ranging dogs of the highest class, thoroughly acquainted with the 
work they had to do, and fond of it. They rvere seldom used with 
the gun, and seemed to work with more intelligence and sense 
of responsibility than dogs which are shot over usually display. 
As a rule we have found setters more suited to hawking, and 
more capable of understanding the peculiar work that is required 
of them than pointers. This appears to have been the experience 
of falconers at all times, and is placed on record in various books. 

Partridge hawking is very similar to grouse hawking, but 
is, from the nature of the country, more circumscribed. Hence 
very dashing fliers that have done well at grouse cannot 
always be flowm in the low country. Tiercels, which, as a rule, 
cannot kill grouse regularly after the first fortnight or so; are 
best suited to this flight, and if only they will go high enough, 
and wait on steadil)', they will shorv perfect sport wherever the 
fields are large enough to give a fair chance of a flight. A good 
spaniel or two that is used to the hawks should be taken out in 
order to put out or retrieve a bird driven into a hedge. 
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It is, of course, not possible to kill very large bags with hawks, 
nor is the sport of such a nature that the number of head killed 
can l>e always taken as a fair criterion of the amusement which 
has been afforded. In 1830 the hawks belonging to the Duke 
of Leeds * are recorded to have killed 317 head of game, and 
in 1832 one tiercel of his, ‘The General,’ killed 129 head out 
of 134 flights. Most of this work was done at partridges. 

In the season of 1870 that excellent falconer Peter Ballantine 
killed 269 head'of game in Ayrshire, being then in the service of 
Mr. Ewen, and in’1,871 he killed no less than 346 head with six 
haw'ks,-which is, we believe, the highest score (if ground game 
killed by goshawLs be excluded) that a team of game hawks has 
yet made. The greater number were, however, partridges, with a 
few grouse and young blackgame in the early part of the season. 

In 1882 the hawks belonging to the Old Hawking Club 
achieved what may be termed a ‘ record ’ in the annals of game 
hawking, killing between August 13 and September 14 exactly 
one hundred brace of grouse upon the Achinduich moors, in 
Sutherlandshire, which were taken by Mr. St. Quintin and 
Colonel Brooksbank for the purpose. The score for this season is 
sufficiently remarkable to be appended here, and is as follows ; — 


Parachute, eyess falcon, 2 yea 

Angela, pa.ssage falcon, 2 yea 
Creole ,, „ . 

A..I>.-C., eye.ss tiercel, I yea 
Amesbury, passage falcfin, 3 j 
Virginia, eyess falcon, 1 year 
Belfry, eyess tiercel, 1 ye.at oi 
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killed 


r883 the Club hawks, under the same management, 

Crouse . \ ; ... 85 

Blackgamc . . , , . , .7 

Partridges . ....... 87 ' 

, .Pheasants . . . ■ . , • ' 3 

Sundries . . . . 21 ' 


.But considering how Irad a partridge year this wa.s, and that 
no hawking was done after Noveinljer i, it can hardly be 
called a fair average year. About six hawks were flown during 
the season. In 1SS6 ninety-six grouse and one.woodcock were 
killed at Langwell, Caithness, in .A.ugust and Septemlier, and 
in 5887 ninety-three grouse on the same moors, two blackcock, 
and two pheasants, ' ■ 

Where grouse are so wild that they cannot possibly Ire In¬ 
duced to lie to the dog, flights may be obtained by putting up 
the hawk to wait on as soon as likely ground is reached, and 
forming a good wide line of beaters across the moor. If the 
hawk is steady and goes high, a good many grou.se may be 
killed in this way ; but it is, of course, an inferior sport to the 
legitimate practice of working the highly trained dog in con¬ 
junction -with the highly trained, hawk, which has been de¬ 
scribed in the preceding pages. , 

The method of putting the hawk up beforehand ha.s been 
regularly, follow'ed by Major Hawkins Fisher, a falconer of 
thirty years’ experience, who has met with success of no mean 
Order. In 1887 Major Fisher made the excellent bag of in 
grouse, nine.partridges, one snipe, and a woodcock owd, and in 
1886 he also met with excellent sport, of which we have not 
a record. Major Fisher also gives an account of an extraor¬ 
dinary flight which one of his eyess falcons made at a woodcock 
on the shores of Loch Eil, when both cock and hawk mounted 
into the air over the loch to .such a height that even powerful 
glasses failed to discern them. At last a speck was seen coming 










254 


FALCONR y 


sometimes oiitained, the duck when outflown generally making 
straight for the pond whence he ■iVas sprung. Few tiercels will 
take* mallard, but for teal they are excellent. 

Woodcocks afford the finest kind of game hawking, but can 
rarely be found in sufficiently open ground to be flown at. 
Should the cock avoid the first stoop, as it probably will do, 
even when a high-mounting hawk is waiting bn, he will cer¬ 
tainly ring up into the air, and a beautiful flight, akin to heron 
hawking, may be witnessed after the usual description of gatpe 
flight is over. Falcons are the best for this quarry, and though 
it taxes the powers of the haw'k, yet with a really good falcon 
the rvoodcock is not an e.xceptionally difficult bird to kill. 
Snipe are occasionally cut dowm by a good tiercel, and some¬ 
times the hawk will ring up over them, but they are not easy 
to kill except in August. Pheasants, if found in the open, are 
easily caught, but not many tiercels care to tackle an old cock, 
which buffets them sadly when on the ground, 

Blackgame when, young are very readily taken, and are 
useful for entering young hawks, but when fully fledged, say- 
after October i, the blackcock can take care of himself. A 
high-mounting hawk, well placed, may cut him down at the 
first stoop, but should he shift from it he will' almost certainly 
outfly the hawk. 

We have never known hares to be successfully taken with 
the peregrine except in one season. This was- in 1883, on the 
Achinduich moors, when'a particularly fine, high-mounting 
grouse-falcon, called ‘ Parachute,’ was waiting on at a great pitch 
over a point, which turned out to be at a blue hare instead of a 
grouse. To the surprise of all, the moment the hare moved the 
falcon came down like a flash, and striking it behind the earsrolled 
it over and over. Shooting up, she repeated the blow- again and 
again, and finally binding to the exhausted hare w-ould no doubt 
have very shortly killed it, even,if an, officious spaniel had not 
come to her assistmicc. The case seemed so remarkabie that 
the experiment was tried again , the nexd day, and the hawk 
purposely allowed to gain her pitch over a blue hare that had 
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Ala'..'pie b.'iwkinp', t!iovif;h nijt one of the. higher branches of 
falconry, is ni,-vi:rtliele:is most e.xceilent s[»ort, and possesses 
fins chariii, that the fieki, one and nil, may take an active part 
in the chttso, for their assistance js necessary to Itring alKilit a 
kill, li IS a flight well within tlio powers of either eyess tiercels 
or fulcotis that do not mount higii enough, to kill game welL 
Passag'j iicrceis are also very good, and if they Irecome we!! 
entered to the quarry are, from their superior flash and .style, 
rather more deadly than eyesses.' 'I’wo tiercels should be 
flown together, as the magpie shifts so rapidly from the stoop, 
and avails liimself so cleverly of every possible covert that 
might protect him, that a single ha\vk has not much chance 
with him, and the whole beauty of the flight consists in the 
pretty double stooping in which ihic one tiercel takes up the 
chance that the other has missed. 

A partially open country devoid of tree.s i.s the best for the 
purpose. The Ijest sport we have seen is in Ireland, where 
the sport was ever heartily 'welcomed and cordially joined in. 
Great sport has been seen in co. Kildare in the neighltourhood 
of Sallins and of Kildare, and in We.vford, near Enniscorthy. In 
Tipperary, near Fennoy, Captain Salvin * records that in 1857 
he killed in four months 184 niagjnes, killing as many as eight 
in one day with Iris excellent tiercels ‘ The O’Donoghue ’ and 
‘ Dhuleep Singh.’ In 1873 the same gentleman, together with 
the author, of this volume, took twenty-eight magpies, three 
sparrow-hawks, and about the same number of rooks and other 
quarry in one month’s tour in Ireland ; and in 1879 certain 
other members of the Old Hawking Club .ftad a mo.st suc¬ 
cessful trip of three weeks in Kildare and Tipperary, killing 
fifty-eight head. €if fUs number ‘ Buccaneer’ and ‘ Meteor,’ 
two excellent eyess tiercels, killed in thirteen day^s forty-four 
magpies. 

The great object in flying the magpie is to cut him off from 
his point, and to drive him into the open at the moment -when 
the harvks are well placed for a stoop. Cunning to the last 
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in the bush or hedge in which he may Ire. This will give the 
field time to get well round him and cut hiin off from any 
strong covert there may be in sight. The quarry may now be 
moved, and as soon as the first hawk comes at him, a second 
maybe flown. It will all depend upon the ability of the field to 
keep the magpie out of covert, and move him often enough for 
the hawks to stoop at him,, whether the issue will be successful 
or not; but in favourable ground we have often known a 
■magpie hunt, with an active field, and two good hawks, to last 
thirty minutes, and not always result in a kill then, 

Good sport may be obtained on open downs where many 
scattered bushes exist if there are magpies breeding in any 
plantations bordering such ground. The woods must be 
beaten systematically, down wind, by a line of beaters, and the 
hawks concealed to the leeward of the covert. The magpies, 
usually pass out very high, and it requires a good and experienced 
hawk to go straight and well at them, and fetch them down into 
the scattered bushes. As soon, however, as they see the 
tiercel coming hard at them, they will drop, and if he waits 
on well and steadily, they will remain in their hiding place till 
the field comes up and the hunt begins. But they are 
exceedingly clever, artful birds, and on ground of this kind a 
great deal of manceuvfing is necessary to obtain a flight at all. 




259 


CHAPTER III 

THE PEREGRINE—PASSAGE HAWKS—ADVANTAGES OF—HOW 
CAUGHT—MODE OF TRAINING—HERON HAWKING—ROOK 
HAWKING—GULL HAWKING—PASSAGE HAWKS FOR GAME 
•—LOST HAWKS 

What the professional is to the amateur, or rather, perhaps, 
what the thoroughbred horse is to all other varieties of the 
equine race, the passage hawk is, according to species, to 
every other hawk which is trained, inasmuch as she is swifter, 
more active, more hardy, and more powerful than the nestling. 
That this should be so is no matter for surprise when it is 
recollected that the passage, or -wild-caught, hawk has spent 
days and weeks on the wing in every kind of weather, and has 
killed dozens, or perhaps hundred.s, of wild birds in fair flight, 
while the nestling has only gained what power of wing she 
possesses from some three or four weeks of flying at hack, and 
since that time has been flown at from two to three birds a 
day, and that only when the weather -was fine. Moreover, 
though vve cannot definitely account for this, the temper of the 
wild-caught hawk is, as a rule, far gentler and more amiable, 
when once she is tamed, than is that of a ha wk taken fi-om the 
nest ; and, while the latter are rarely free from the horfilile 
trick of screaming, that vice is almost unknown among pa.ssage 
hawks. 

The^e differences in temper were well understood Ig-Syi-non 
Latham, who published in 1615 his Ijook called ‘The Ihnilcon’s 
Lure and Cure’ (which is to this day the be.st English work on 
falconry ever written), and wlio .says in conclusion of a, chapter 
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on eyess falcons ; ' But leaving to speak any more of these kinde 
of scratching hawks, that I did never love should come too 
neere my fingers, and to returne unto the curteous and faire 
conditioned haggard faulcon whose gallarit disposition I know _ 
not how to extoll or praise so sufficiently as she deserves.’ 

What the falconers of ancient days thus recorded is 
abundantly confirmed by the practice of their successors in 
modern times. The passage hawk, as every wild-caught 
peregrine is termed, with the distinction of ‘ haggar^’when 
she is captured in the mature plumage—-perhaps aged several 
years—has proved herself, in our own experience, the superior 
to the eyess in every kind of flight to which the peregrine can 
be put. But, moreover, there are many flights such as those 
at the heron and the, rook, for which the passage hawk alone 
is well adapted, and of which the eyess, as a rule, is not capable. 
It is true that there have been many eyesses which have been 
fairly good rook hawks—in one or two instances they have 
even taken the heron ‘ on the passage,’ but such haw'ks were 
exceptional ones. 

To obtain a team of, say, six good hawks that would Lake 
the heron, or even the rook, in the rough winds of March as 
he passes to and from his feeding-grounds, it w'ould be neces¬ 
sary to train and test at least twenty eyesses ; but a better 
result would be obtained from the training, in experienced 
hands, of ten well-caught passage falcons. And, again, even if 
the trainer of the eyesses were to succeed in producing hawTs, 
that took rooks or herons fairly well, he could never hope that 
they would emulate the style and dash with wffiich their wild- 
bred congeners accomplished the feat; jior, above all, would he 
be as independent of weather as are use the hardy 

passage hawk, which seems to glory ia,,i^ale and laugh at the 
bitterness of the north-east wind. 'i 

Tor game hawking the passage hawk requires both time 
and careful training, and here, perhaps because of the difficulty 
of managing. the wild-caught hawk, the eyess holds her own. 
Yet even when the best possible eyesses are being flown— 
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hiuvks that may be trusted to kill three and four head of game 
evei-y day - if there be in the stud a passage falcon that will 
wait on high and steadily, she will so eclipse the evess for style 
and iKice, and above all in ‘footing ciualities.’ i.e. accuracy of 
striking- her quarry, that there is no comparison between the 



pleasure which is afibrcled b}' the flights shown by the two ha-wks. 
Probably no game hawk has beaten the record of ‘ Parachute,’ 
as shown on piage 251, of 146 head of game in five months, 
or of “'Vesta/ also the property of the Old Plawking Club, who 
has killed 297 grouse (besides other game in numbers) during 
her nine years. Yet in nearly every season that such hawks 
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))ave jlowi) they have had to take the second place, as regards 
brilliancy of execution and deadliness of stoop and style, to 
some one or two of the passage hawks which have accompanied 
them to their hawking ground, and this will ever be the case 
when both varieties are given a fair trial. 

Naturally, the hawk which has spent so long a period in a 
wild state, during which .she ha.s imbibed a holy horror of man 
and all bis works, regarding him a.s her natural foe^ is very 
much more difficult to train at first than the nestling, which 
requires at any rate little or no taming, and whose idea pf man. 
is that he is a being created in order to bring food to hawks. 
First, however, how are passage hawks to be obtained? They , 
may be caught doubtless in many parts of the United Kingdom, 
where, every autumn about the middle of October,' peregrine.s 
appear, for a day or two, on ground where they certainly do 
not breed, and where they are very seldom seen at other 
times. Thus falcons have been taken,,at huts specially put 
out for the purpose, both in Northamptonshire and on the 
dowms of Wiltshire. These no doubt were stragglers from 
the great army of birds' of alh kinds and descriptions which 
annually migrates from north to .south at the commencement 
of winter. Upon the outskirts of this army hang the falcons 
and other raptorial birds ; whether they are themselves follow¬ 
ing the same migratory instinct that urges onward the other 
innumerable varieties of birds, or whether they are simply 
follow'ing their food as it changes its quarters, it is impossible 
tosay. . . 

In North Brabant in Holland, near to Eindhoven, there is 
a vast wild plain or heath, and this plain appears to lie in the 
very centre of the track which the great concourse of migratory 
birds follows. AVild fowl of every kind, c®nes, larks, linnets, 
aH varieties of birds may be seen,- during October and 
November, passing over this plain and steadily pursuing their 
route southwards. Here, too, come the falcons, first the. 
haggards and tiercels, after them the young falcons of the 
year, and here from time immemorial have they been cap- 
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Wred for hawking purposes. , On the edge of the heath lies 
the little town of Valkenswaard, whic^ takes its very name 
from the falcons, that in old days were its staple article of 
trade. Therein reside certain families of men who from gene¬ 
ration to generation, as far back as- history goes, have been 
falconers and catchers of falcons. Some hundred years ago, 
even, there were from twenty to thirty huts put out at Valkens- 
■waard for the capture of hawks during the autumn passage, 
and the little town could boast of the like number of men 
skilled in training hawks. In those days a sort of fair was 
held after the migration was over, which was attended by the 
chief falconers- of various noblemen and princes from every 
country in Europe. The hawks, that had been caught were 
sold by auction, and rare prices were occasionally paid for 
very choice specimens, with such a competition as took place 
under the circumstances described. Ichabod ! The glor}' has 
departed.- Some three huts now supply all the wants of the 
hawking world. They are under the management of one family, 
the Mollen.s, the head of which, Adrian Mollen, was formerly 
head falconer .to the King of- Holland, and his customers 
average annually some half-a-dozen 61115’, mostly Englishmen, 
with a Frenchman or tw’o added to them. The actual instru¬ 
ment which is used in taking the hawks is the bow-net, which 
has been fully de.scribed in the chapter on hacking and training 
eyesses at .page 241. Two or perhap.s three of these' nets are 
set out at about a hundred yards each from the falconer’s hut, 
into w'hich lead the strong lines by -which they are worked. 

The hut itself is a very simple affair, partly sunk in the 
ground and partly built of turfs and sods covered with heather, 
d'he roof is very pf|en Ehad$ oCan old cartwheel, which is we!! 
covered over witft sea&land- Arf, so that the hui itself looks 
exactly like a small'natural mound on the surface of the plain, 

■ and perfectly conceals the falconer even from the sharp cye.s 
of a bird of prey. 

■ The bait for each of the bow-nets is a lir-c pigeon, w-hich 
is kept in a cleverly con.structed little house btiilt of turves. 
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•with a hanging curtain over the door, made of a heather sod, 
so that when'the long line, which is attached to the pigeon by 
soft buckskin jcssfes, is pulled by the falconer the curtain 
gives way and allows the bird to be drawn out. This line 
passes through an eye in the head of an iron pin, which is 
driven into the ground exactly in the centre of the bow-net, 
so that the falconer knows, whether he cart see it, or not, that 
when the pigeon’s line is pulled taut and checks, the bird 
itself is on the ground exactly in the middle of the net. 

A fourth pigeon inhabits a similar little house immediately 
in front of the hut, and about fifty yards from it. The line from 
this pigeon passes over the top of a light pole about twenty feet 
high, so that when this line is pulled the pigeon is raised to 
that height and flies well out so as to be easily seen. This 
pigeon is intended to serve as a lure and attract a hawk from a 
distance. 

Sometimes it happens that the falconer will catch, early in 
the season, an old or a bad plumaged falcon that he does not 
think highly of for ha-vvking purposes. Such a falcon he will 
set out, hooded, with a. line attached to her, passing over a 
pole just as in the case of the lure pigeon. A few feet in 
front of the haw'k is fastened to the line a bunch of feathers, 
so that when the line is pulled tight the hawk is lifted to the 
top of the pole and flies round with the bunch of feathers in 
front of her, looking from a distance e.xactly like a hawk in full 
pursuit of, and on the point of catching, Some quarry. This 
forms a most attractive lure to a wild hawk, which is almost 
certain to pause in her flight and lower her pitch to join in the 

Lastof all comes the most importantadjunct to the apparatus, 
in the shape of a butcher bird, or grey shrike,, which is used as a 
■watch-dog or sentinel to give notice of the approach of a hawk. 
These curious little birds are always on the alert and on the 
look-out for birds of prey ; their power of vision is most mar-, 
vellous, far beyond the reach of any human eye. They can detect 
a falcon, which minutes afterwards will come into sight as a 
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tiny black speck, high, in the heavens. Two of these shrikes 
are generally used, tethered upon mounds near the hut, with a 
little house, like those in which the pigeons are kept, to shelter 
them. , As soon as they see a hawk they will chatter and scream, 
pointing steadily in the direction of the bird's airproach. An 
experienced falconer can tell fairly well from the action of his 
butcher bird what species of hawk is in view. More alarm 
will be shown at the approach of a goshawk than of an)' 
other variety, while at tiercels or merlins his gestures are those 
of absurd indignation and defiance. 

Everything being then prepared, the falconer .will arrive at 
his hut and, have all in readiness by daybreak. Early morning 
is the best time for catching hawks, and the passage for the day 
is over by three o’clock as a rule. IVith a good stock of tobacco 
and some occupation .such as net-making or cobbling, to while 
away the many w.eary hours of waiting, he establishes himself 
inside his hut .; presentlj', if all goes well, his butcher birds 
will chatter, point, and warn him to be on the look-out. Far 
away, it may be, he sees a tiny speck, which he be!ie^■es to be a 
peregrine. At any rate he pulls the line attached to the pole 
hawk, and soon brings up the wild bird to rather closer 
quarters. Should it be a peregrine such as he de.sires to cap¬ 
ture, he drops the line attached to the pole hawk, which at 
once subsides to the ground, and draws that which lifts the 
pigeon to the top of the pole, and lets it fly well out. At this 
pigeon the wild hawk most likely ‘comes with a rattle,’ but at 
tiie nick of time the falconer drop.s the line, and the frightened 
bird will bolt into its little hut for safety. Angry and disap¬ 
pointed, the wild hawk will shoot into the air and give a circle 
round,to see what has become of her prey. At this juncture tiie 
falconer pulls out tliie pigeon attached to one or other end (ac¬ 
cording to the direction of rnnd and position of the lia-vk') of 
his bow-net. The wild falcon s blood is up ; she has Pcen dis- 
appoiftted once, and she dashc- like hirnni'ty, < 11 ttl < jii., on 
which she imagines to lit the oi i tn.n iii-i i •,< tjn <i hei ('i 
course she has no ditticultv m taksne u. and as .she is kiliuiu u 
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the falconer steadily draws the line till it checks at the head of 
the iron pin in the centre of the net One pull of the net line 
and the hawk is safely caught. As rapidly as po.ssible she is 
taken out of the net, a rufter hood is placed on her bead—-that is 
to .say, a light, comfortable hood, open at the back, and easy for 
a hawk to feed through—she is then placed in a ‘ sock,’ which 
is simply the leg of an old stocking, which pins her wings to her 
sides and acts as a strait-waistcoat, making it impossiblefor her 
to move or to struggle. Jesses areplaced on her legs, the points 
are taken off her beak and claws, and she is left to lie quiet until 
the time arrives for leaving the hut and going home. 

Two hawks in one day is unusually good fortuna More 
often the falconer sits day after day \yithout atjy luck at all. 
Sometimes it happens that from something going wrong with 
his tackle, or from some such cause, he misses the hawk. 
This is a serious reverse, for he will not easily get the chance 
to catch the same bird again. Such a mishap occurred to 
Mollen, senior, in 1872. He had ju.st caught a falcon, and 
rvas taking her out of the net when there came up, attracted by 
the pigeon, an exceedingly fine dark falcon. It w'as too late 
to hide ; but when, an hour or so afterwards, she again appeared 
on the scene, and he pulled out the lure pigeon, all that resulted 
was,: that after a shy stoop the falcon followed the line at the 
height of a yard or two right from the net to the hut, spread 
her wings, and sailed away. There were many wild fowl on the 
heath at the time, and he could see this grand hawk day after 
day chasing and killing them in the finest style, till his mouth 
fairly watered to catch , her. In vain did he try all his arts ; 
every time he showed his lure the crafty bird w'ould sail along 
the extended string, as if to show how well she understood the 
game, and then would bid him good-bye. Worst, of all, she . 
would.brook no intruder on her hunting grounds, and day after 
day as other falcons passed and began to stoop to the pigeon, 
she W'Ould descend upon them from the clouds, and after a 
buffeting match would drive them away. Mollen was in de¬ 
spair, the .season -was slipping away, and his business being lost. 
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At last he took his gun to the hut, having made up his mind 
to shoot the hawk as a last resource and free himself from the 

incubus. Hour after hour he sat with gun in readiness_a 

strange position, indeed, for a falconer. But that day she came 



not, nor the next, and at last the gun was laid aside and the 
harvk catching went on as before. 

At the end of the week one of Mollen’s sons who was 
working a hut many miles away returned home with his catch. 
He hud not much to boast of, except one, ‘ a real beauty.’ 
Hardly had the old man set eyes on her than he recognised 
his tormentor—unmistakable from her size, darlr plumage, and 
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beauty. She had gone straight to the other hut after plaguing 
him the la.st day he saw her, but never having been frightened 
at that place was less suspicious and .so was caught. ■ This 
hawk came into the po.sse.ssion of the Old Hawking Club, 
where she was known as ‘ the Duck-killer,’ and was one of the 
grandest hawks for temper, flying qualities, and steadiness that 
the Club have ever owned, killing over forty rooks her first 
season. She was eventually lost when flying rooks at Feltwell 
in Norfolk, and it is to be hoped became the mother of falcons 
as good as herself on some wild cliff in North Britain, or Scan- 

But to return to the freshly caught- falcon. Her captor 
will have little difficulty in carrying her home on his'fist ; so 
dazed and terrified will she be by her. novel situation that she 
will sit like a haw'k of stone. On arrival the hawk may be 
temporarily set on the perch, wfithr h.hy others that have been 
lately caught, or,, better still, fastened securely to a soft grass 
mound (which sometimes takes the place of the sock) ; but the 
sooner she is taken in hand, the better. The directions which 
have been already, given for the training of the freshly taken- 
up eyess will apply in this case also, but it must never be for¬ 
gotten that the passage hawk has hitherto spent her days in 
avoiding men as her natural enemies, and that it will take much 
time, care, and gentleness ere this terror, and aversion can be 
overcome. A single impatient action or hast}' gesture may 
undo the work of days, and the man who tries to tame a wild- 
caught hawk should possess a temper which is under perfect 
command and a patience -^vhich is ‘ above proof.’ 

The first step is to lake the hawk on hand and to handle 
her gently, stroking her With a feather or some such thing, to 
accustom her to being taken hold of and handled. Hawks 
differ marvellously at this stage of their education. Some will 
display the most passionate temper, will fight, bite, even scream, 
and clash themselves about like passionate children. Such as 
these are u.sually the easiest to deal with; their passion soon 
abates and generally develops into a firie, generous temper. 
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Some sit like statues—immovable, indifferent, reseirting no 
handling, noticing no food—such, are difficult hawks to train, 
and only time and patience, added to experience, will train these, 
though it can be, and annually is, done. Gradually the hawk 
will become reconciled to the touch, to the sound of the 
human voice, and will in a jfevv days coihport herself more like a 
tame bird and less like a wild beast Most of this work is done at 
night; and the best method of training wild-caught, or indeed 
any other birds, is to deal with them at night and to tame, them 
by depriving them of their natural rest and by handling them 
by lamplight, which dazes ■ them and takes away half their 
power erf resistance. Where time is an object, hawks are kept 
awake for the whole night for three or four nights together, 
and by such treatment a. hawk may be tamed in about four 
days. Such haste is rarely needed, and. in ordinary cases any 
hawk ihay be got into godit! order in reasonable time by taking 
her on hand, say, frorn seven in the evening until eleven at 
night ; and, indeed, a man may have two or three hawks on 
the perch by his side, and by taking them in hand alternately 
bring them all on together at the same rate. 

It i.s very important, if the most is to be made of passage 
haw'ks, that each one should be taken in hand as soon as 
she is caught, and tamed at once. This is not always easi!}’ 
managed, ,and sometimes several birds are left to stand idle for 
many days while others are being caught. This leads to many 
faults, always causes delay (sometimes very great delay) in the 
training and entering of such hawks, and not unfrequently 
ruins them altogether. 

The great secret in successful training of passage hawks is 
to get food into them by fair means. This is by no means so 
easy as it-appears tb. te, and requires no little skill in the way 
of handling the hawk so as to get her to bite at the food which 
is held on to -her feet; and to continue feeding after she has 
once “begun., The room must be perfectly quiet, there must be 
no changes, of light or distant sounds heard, or the hawk’s 
attention will at once be arrested and she will lea^'e off feeding. 
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There is also great knack in getting her to pull at the meat 
wltliotil: being frightened. Adrian Mollen boasts, not without 
reason, that he can get a quarter of a crop more into any 
hawk after any other man hlrs done hi.s best with her. It is 
very important that hawk.s .shall be well fed ; they will lo.se 
their wild condition quite fast enough from the change of food, 
the nuinerous shock,? to their nervous sy.stem, and the loss of 
exercise ; but if they are allowed to get down too, low they will 
never recover their power or their courage. If all goes well, 
however, in a. few days the hawk wM feed well and boldly' 
through the rufter hood, will allow herself to be handfed, and 
will feel more at home on the fist The , rufter hood'^^hould 
now be removed by candle-light, and the hawk induced to feed 
bare-headed. A hood of ordinary make can also be placed 
on her, and she can be frequently hooded and unhooded and 
broken carefully to the hood in the same tvay as eyesses are 
treated. When she sits quiet and bare-headed by candle-light, 
the same lesson may be repeated by daylight, and ere its close 
the hawk will jump to the hand for her food—at first a short 
distance only, afterwards the full length of the leash—and will 
do so promptly and briskly as soon as the meat is shown her. 
All this takes a good deal of time and patience; but anything 
like hurry is to be avoided, or the hawk will probably go back 
rapidly as soon as she is taken out into the open air. So long 
as a little progress, be it ever so little, is made every day, the 
falconer should be content, and not endeavour to hurry his 
more backward, shy-tempered birds in order to keep pace with 
one or two good-tempered ones that ‘ never look behind them,' 
and almost train themselves. 

As soon as the hawk will feed fearlessly on the hand bare¬ 
headed she should be entered to the lure : this at the first 
outset must, in the case of wild-caught hawks, consist of a 
live pigeon. The moment the hawk seizes it the falconer 
should twist its neck, so as to kill it instantaneously and pain¬ 
lessly, and the hawk should be allowed to break into and eat it 
while still warm. 
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Many passage falcons are vefj’ stupid and troublesome to 
enter to the lure just at first. The process of taming and 
training them seems to have completely transformed their 
nature and driven all recollection of their past life out of their 
minds. It is very curious to notice how the young eyess, 
which has no fear at all of man or nervousness at its sur¬ 
roundings, will, almost to a certainty, seize and kill in¬ 
stinctively the first live pigeon shown to it, though it has never 
killed a bird before ; while the passage hawk, which has, 
perhaps, chased and killed hundreds of wild birds during its 
life, and has, subsisted on, nothing else, will sometimes sit and 
blink stupidly at a pigeon within a few feet of it, as though it 
had never seen such a creature before. A little patience -will 
overcome this difficulty also,' and as soon as the hawk will 
seize and kill a pigeon within doors, and feed quietly upon it 
without fear.of the falconer, she maybe tried out of doors on a 
long string with the pigeon similarly confined. Should she 
behave equally well this time also she may be trusted to fly 
loose. A good deal of care must be exercised the first few 
times she is flown, for if any little thing should go wrong and 
up.set the hawk’s equanimity it may become a difficult matter 
to take her up at once and if she is at large, even for an hour 
or two, out of control, her wild ways will at this stage return to her 
with great rapidit}c She should be very sharp-set, and for the 
.first trial it will be quite enough to call her from the fist of 
an assistant (who must not be a perfect stranger to her) about 
a hundred yards to the falconer.' One or two stoops will be 
enough, and she .should then be allowed to feed on the lure. 
As .soon as the hawk behaves -well and flies keenly, the u.se of 
live pigeons should be abandoned, and the hawk trained to the 
dead lure. In former days it was suppo.sed that passage haivks 
could not be trained to dead lures until they had Itcen in work 
for a long time, but w-e have proved this to be a fallacy, and 
that it’is, -ivith care and good management, quite a,s possible to 
get passage hawks to come to the dead lure,as it is to train 
cyesses to it. 'I'hc early educatif,!)! cannot iu eitlier case he 
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I iiti< ■'u!i V t)i( -.jriijKc')f uvo or three pigcoTSs. 'J’hese, 

h( uhi ’i' 1 ilied 'n-.U!\tfini otiU; the momcni tlic hawk touches 
tl'icin. tuid all un;!W:es;;arv eruchy avouJcl. But as soon as 
ih(^i fit ,f o) (lie fako'j"'. educataoit arc coiTtpleiud the 

' hvc Inrc’ shouid hecome a ihuig unkriown. cxccjit in ra-ts of 
• ’nu'ra'itjicv. such as a lost iiaavk. 

As soon ;is the passage ialcon flies ivcll and steacjjly to the 

si'iouicl be entered to the quarry at which she is to be flown. 
Jt LS a vert' Irad plan to keep hatvks that are fst to be entered 
riving on at tlic lure day after day, for weeks together. Such 
iiawks will bettoine very mme and very itandv'. but they will 
io.se ail that da.sit vdiieh i.s the special charm of the pass.aere 
hawk, and will become so wedded to the lure that thcy-will 
fly at nothing else.'’ 

d'hc (luarry winch, as a rule, the passage hawk alone i.s 
capable of taking, i.s the heron ‘on the passage'': to enter irer 
to tliis quarry she should first be allowed to take and kill a few 
large-sized fowfla. If she should seize and tackle the.se laowerful 
birds with determination, she will have no hesitation in binding 
to a heron if ever she shall get to close quarters enough to do 
so. After this education .she must be flown at a, bagged heron, 
first in a .string and afterwards loo.se and at 'some distance 
from her. During these lessons her beak and talons must be - 
cut very short and well rounded off, so that beyond seizing the 
heron she can do him no injury before the falconer runs to 
save him. Having once ‘ bound to him ’ the falcon must be fed 
upon some food which she relishes, and after a lesson or two 
of this kind she should be fit to fly at a wild heron,. 

Heron hawking, however—sad as it is to record it—must 
be written down as a sport almost extinct in England. To catch 

1 But it is necessary lo observe that the passage hawk must at first only be 
entered to quany which she cannot easily cany (unless, indeed, extraordinary 
pains arc taken to tame her). Otherwise she is very likely to lift any light 
bird (such as a pigeon), and. though not actually wild at first, she becomes so 
frightened at being follovred with a bird tn her foot, which she repeatedly 
caiTics, that she. becoTue.s unapproachaole. • - ■ 
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I a,heron with a hawk as it rises from the stream where it inay be 
feeding is easy enough ; ahy nestling that has been well entered, 
■ even the short-winged goshawk, can do this to an absolute cer¬ 
tainty every time.tlrat it is brought near enough to the quarry ; 
but this is not heron hawking. To arrive at thi.s sport the foUow- 
■ ing conditions are necessary. A heronry of large size, situated 
far from any river or feeding-ground, so that the herons pass 
continually to and from the nearest river to the heronry, and 
pas.s also over some vast open .space of ground .suitable to be 
ridden over and wide enough to afford a flight of at least 
two miles ere. the heron could reach either a sheltering wood 
or a piece of water into which he will dive like a duck. Nay, 
we have-knowri a heron to put in even to a sheepfold when 
hard pressed bn an oy)e]i field ! 

Such conditions as these were well fulfilled at Didlington 
in Norfolk, which was for many years the scene of the sport of 
the High Ash Club. But here, even so long ago as 1838, the 
draining of the fenland and breaking up and cultivation of 
the open heaths so limited the area in which it was possible 
to . pursue the. sport that blank days became more and more 
common, and eventually the club was broken up. Better still 
.were the conditions under which the sport was pursued at the 
Loo in Holland, where the heronry was' of vast size, and the 
country surrounding it even better than at Didlington. Here 
heron hawking was pursued on a princely scale, the joint 
establishments of the King of Holland and of the English Club 
being equal to any emergency, and some idea can be obtained 
of the sport which they obtained when it is recorded that in 
one year. (1852) the hawks took no fewer than 292 herons, 
while for eight years in succession they .actually averaged 178 
herons annually.* ... 

Of course so large a number of Ijerons taken in the breeding 
season would very so6n ruin the finest heronry in the world, but 
it was tlqe practice to save and liberate every heron that was taken, 
and it \yas a point of honour .with the members of the Club to 
. I SeeSchlegets 18.H. 
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ride liord cnouj'h to be handy at the finish, so,as to make stire ' 
that fl)e heron sl)ould not fjc injured. When liberated a 
copper ring vvas fixed to ]i,i.s leg with, the date of his cajHttre . 
written,on it, and Hcr<)n.s have been tkkcrr .witb a.s inany as 
thre^and four of these rings on theit legs. 1 ' . .. . . 

The method of conducting the sfiort is as follpw.s.' 'I’he . 
falconeiss with their hawks are .placed at intervals of half a mile, 
in two or three parties, down wind of the heronry', and at some 
considerable distance from it. A.s tire heron pa.sse.s homewards 
with his crop full of fish, be must pass', within sufficiently close 
distance of oneor the other of the5e |>artiei A.s .soon as he is 
well past, and upwind of the hawks, .tliey are hooded off. Pro¬ 
bably the heron i.s two hundred yards away, .and at least a 
hundred yards high, and with such a .start as this he can set to 
work to ring into the air with confidence. It is u.seless for 
him to attempt to reach the heronry, which is dead up wind, 
while he has such pursuers as these behind liim. Below' him 
is no protecting covert, and therefore his only resources are 
the clouds above him. Ring after ring he makes, mounting 
into the air in long spiral curves. Ring after ring do the hawks 
make after him, tearing into the wind for perhaps Half a mile ', 
without a turn, and then swinging roun.d in a great circle that 
sends them higher and higher.- At last one hawk is over him, 
though at such a height we cannot distinguish the distances 
between them ; but we,can see her shut her w'ings and drivelike 
a bullet at the heron. A rapid shift, and the hawk has fallen : 
many hundreds of feet below her quarry, but, shooting up with 
the same impetus,, at once sets, to w'ork to ring into the wind, 

. so as to regain her lost advantage. During tlris time the 
second falcon has climbed almost out of sight above her mate - 
and her quarry, and can be, just distinguished poising herself 
for a terrific stoop. The good heron can just, but only just, 
avoid it, and that vyith the loss of a feiv feathers and a down¬ 
ward sweep that sacrifices some minutes of the hard riiyging by 
which the height he is nmv at was attained. This .sweep gives 
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a chance to the first hawk and down she comes, pressing the 
heron hard—go hard that as her mate follows her at an interval 
of a second or two he is hit heavily... In_ another moment one 
-hawk has bound to him, and ere the struggle can commence 
the other has joined in the fray, and all three birds steadily 
descend to the gi-ound. The ivind has carried them for at 
least a mile from where they were hooded off, and that, too, at 
a pace as good as a horseman cares to gallop over fairly rough 
ground with his eyes in the air. 

Old hawks will always let go the heron as they approtysh 
the ground, so as to avoid the concussion, and will renew the 
attack the instant that they are safely landed. Some falcons 
are a little slow in ‘ making in ’ to a heron on the ground, and 
in this way have been badly stabbed. If the heron has time 
afforded to him to collect himself and get into a fighting attitude 
he is a dangerous opponent, but the fables of hawks spitting 
: themselves as they stoop upon beaks upturned in the air are 
myths which have no foundation, in fact. A heron on the 
ground is, however, a formidable eneni)', and when hawks are 
. (town at a bagman it is essential that his beak be muzzled by 
being cased in a double piece of soft elder, one for each 
mandible, or mischief is sure to ensue. 

It is absolutely necessary that hawks should be well entered 
to herons and should be kept to this flight alone. So far as we 
know, there is hardly anyplace left in England where a heronry 
exists with suitable country round it so that one or even two 
flights could be obtained daily. It is not, therefore, worth the 
while of any falconer to set aside a cast or two of his be.st 
hawks fora flight which, noble as it is, he could not obtain 
with any certainty. Probably at the Loo—although even, there 
much of the country is enclosed and cultivated - -very good sport 
could be obtained, but it is thirty-six yeans .since the cry of ‘ A la 
vo!"'echoed in the domain of 'Het Loo,'and it is doubtful if 
there are* more than two or three falconers now nlirx' lYno leave 
seen the heron taken ‘a la haute voice.' Hiaon hawking 
must, for the present, be looked upon as a thing of tlsc past ; 
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-but hawks are still trained annually that are as capable of this 
noble flight as any that ever have been reclaimed’ by man, 
and it needs only a little enterprise to reinstate this, the most 
magnificent form of falconry, if it could meet with the same 
cordial support, and be organised under those Rc^l auspices 
that were extended to it forty ^'ears ago. 

Perhaps even superior to heron hawking was the flight at 
the kite, for which passage falcohs combined with gerfalcons, 
were used. It is many years since kites were comnroii enough 
in England to be an object of sport, and the method of flying 
them is more particularly described in a subsequent chapter on 
the gyrfalcon. 

The'modern substitute for heron hawking is the flight at the 
rook, and it is by no means a bad one. Rook harvking is the 
finest form of the sport that is nowadays readily available, 
provided that it is carried out in a proper manner, in a good 
country', and with the best of hawks. Rooks, just like herons, 
may be caught in a bad country by very inferior ha-wks. In 
the autumn, in a country where the fields are large, the fences 
small, and the hedgerorv timber scarce, rooks may be driven 
into covert and (possibly) caught, after a chase partaking of the 
nature of a rat hunt, by almost any hawk that has courage 
enough to go straight and hard at her quarry'. But this is not 
I'ook hawking. The falcons that have beaten down, rook after 
rook into fences or covert in enclosed country in November, 
rvould find themselves at a sad nonplus if they were hooded 
off at an old cock rook, travelling, array , over the rvide dorvns of 
Wilts or Berks' in the teeth of a March north-easter. The 
proper time for this sport is the month of March or early.. 
April when the h*n birds are in the rookery and the cocks 
are travelling great- distances in search of food. A very open 
country is requisite. , The chalk downs of the south of England 
are, generally speaking, the best. , Parts of Salisbury Plain, the 
dotvns near Lambourne and Ashdown, and near Brighton, at 
Royston, and other parts of Cambridgeshire are capital country, 
and in fact, wherever a clear open space of a mile can be found 
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HJoks may be floftm with success. The difficulty is to find any 
country where flights can be obtained day after day; for this 
quarry becomes very crafty, and the appearance, of the well- 
known haigking party over the sky-line is enough to send every 
took in the plain below scurrying to his home if the visits have 
been too frequent to the same portion of country. 

A flight may-be obtained w'herever the quarry is found far 
enough from covert, whether following the plough, feeding on 
new-sown corn, or on open downs. After- rain with a south-west 
wind they will be found on- the turf downs, but in dry, cold 
weather they will haunt sheepfolds or villages, and flights are 
not so easily obtained. The best flights are obtained at rooks 
‘ upon the passage ’—that is to say, passing regularly from the 
looker)' to some favourite feeding ground across an open 
stretch of ground. Such a slip is generally a prett)' long 
one ; the rook at any rate is well on the wing, and a fine flight 
. is almost'a certainty. It is most essential that thehawks should 
be slipped dead up wind at the rook. . This is a cardinal rule, 
and must never be transgressed, although with a very good 
hawk liberties may be taken nowand then. If the slip is down 
wind, or so nearly on a side wind that bya swerve right or left 
the rook can get to leetvard of the hawk, he will dash away 
down wind at a pace that will leave all riders far behind. 
Although the hawk will follow' him just as fast, it will be a stern 
chase and a long one, and in no country that we are aware of 
is there room for a flight of this, kind to end successfully ; the 
result mtist be a long uninteresting chase without a stoop, with 
the rook safely ensconced in covert at the end, some miles from 
the falconer. The hawk is there with no one to take her down 
to the lure, and is left to dash after any fresh quarry as soon as 
she gets her wind, and (thus is lost. 

If the slip be dead in wind, the rook cannot go straight 
away from the falcon, w-ho is better at flying into the wind than 
he is but he will at first do bis best to escape her by flying up 
wind, rising.all the time to keep above her; thus ere she can 
reach him both birds will have attained a considerable height. 
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But as soon as the havvk gains licr pitch fairly over the rook, 
he can no longer carry on in the teeth of the gale, but must 
turn down wind, thus passing under the falcon and giving her 
the chance of her stoop, and also passing by all the horsemen, 
who, up to this point, have been following. the flight up wind. 
Although the rest of the flight will be down the wind, the hawk 
will have so far got the advantage that she will put in stoop 
after stoop, and thus the horsemen will be able to keep up 
fairly well, and, at any rate, to see a pretty flight with many 
stoops, far different from a long down-wind stern chase, and 
should, moreover, be near enough at the finish (if their horses 
can gallop, and they can ride them) to secure the hawk, if, per¬ 
chance, she is, after all, beaten, to some covert. Let it then be 
considered an inviolable rule in rook hawking and all similar 
flights that the hawk be flown dead in the wind at the quarry, 
just as in game hawking the birds should be flushed dead down 
wind under the haw'k. 

It is not always an easy matter to enter, falcons at rooks. 
The quarry is distasteful to them because it is difficult to catch, 
difficult to master when oh the ground, and disagreeable to 
eat. Many hawks can only be brought to fly. them by very 
skilful management, .and at first all must be extra sharp set 
when first entered to them. No hawk, however, can be made 
to show any sport by the process of starvation, and, though she 
may be so reduced by hunger as to dash keenly at anything 
alive, yet her strength will fail her directly she iii asked to climb 
into the wind over a rapidly mounting, rpcflc. The famous 
hawk ‘ Bois-le-Duc ’ was a striking instance of this unwillingness 
to fly rooks. Throughout her. training she had shown such 
power, speed, and ,i|gsh that it wis clear she was a hawk of no 
mean order; Wheh entered at bagged rooks she would dash 
at them and take them out of sheer devilry ; and when first 
flown at wild rooks she would -tear away over them, in spite 
of wind, snow', or any disadvantages, but having them once 
at her mercy would disdain to stoop and finish her work. To 
have stan'ed her into flying would have been to sacrifice her 
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great powers or to lower her to the level of an ordinary falcon. 
Instead of thi.s she was flown in a string at bagged rooks, and 
the moment she seized them a fresh.-killed_ pigeon was thrust 
under the wing of the rook, and the falcon fed upon it. After 
a time or two_ she began to think that rooks were not such bad 
eating after all, and, being slipped at a wild one, brought it 
down in splendid style. The same process was repeated, and 
tire lesson was learnt. After that day Bois-le-duc was slipped 
at sixty consecutive rooks, which she killed with but a single miss 
during that whole season, a featv.'hich has never been rivalled 
by any other hawk. For some time the greatest care was paid to 
her condition and to her feeding, but fere long she became so 
wedded to her quarry that no slip was too far, no chance too 
bad for her, and she became, perhaps, the best rook hawk that 
has ever been trained. 

Eyesses will sometimes take rooks very well, and there have 
been many good rook hawks of this kind. As a rule, they lack 
the da.sh and drive requisite for work of this kind. They will 
kill on fine days and in nice places, but cannot take the long 
slips in wild' weather, and under all circmnstance.s, that passage 
hawks will attempt, even if they cannot succeed, nor are they 
clever enough at footing to be deadly at a quarry so active in 
shifting as the rook. It would be almost impossible to produce 
a team of eyesses that would show sport to a large party, day 
after day, in all weathers during March and April; but with 
passage hawks this can annually be done. 

Tiercels wilTfly rooks well enough, but are naturally rather 
more, difficult to enter than falcons ; for the rook is, on the 
- ground, almost as powerful a Trird as the tiercel, and knocks 
him about sadly. A.s a rule tiercels ar^ not entered to this 
quarry, but are kept for- game and for juagpies, &c. One of the 
irest tliat ever wa.s flown was an eyess called ‘ Druid,' belonging 
to the Hon. Cecil Duncombe, which for three years lucid his 
<'>wn and flew in hi.s turn with a first-class team of passage 
falcon.s—no small feat indeed when the difference in size, 
jwwer, -and training are considered. There have been many 
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goad passage tiercels trained to rooks, of which the last was, 
perhaps, 'Plenipotentiary,’in 1878. Rook hawking must needs 
take ]j)ace in v(!ry open and exjjosed country. It is also pur¬ 
sued during ti very bleak stormy time of year. I'o insure sport 
it is advi,sal)le to use a light, covered van in which to carry the 
hawks, built after the fashion of a carrier’s cart, or light game 
waggon ; the interior is fitted with perches, on which the hawks 
sit as well protected from weather as if they were in their niew.s 
at home. P’at different i.s it when they are dragged over the 
downs on an open cadge, straining themselves to the utmost to 
retain their footing against the bitter breeze, and, if feeding 
time be delayed for an hour or two, starved by the cold 
till they develop many diseases of different kinds. Without 
warmth and protection no man casi keep his hawks in the high, 
yet keen, condition that is essential to sport, and without the 
‘ van,’ or some such contrivance, rook hawking could not be 
brought to the perfection to which it has attained of late years. 
In their comfortable carriage the hawks are readily conveyed 
from place to place over a large tract of country. If rooks 
cannot be found in one place, the party can easily shift to 
another, taking the hawks with them, and in this way can 
cover a great deal of country. , - 

A good horse that can gallop, but that is quiet enough to 
cany a hawk, is indispensable. At the end of a flight, when 
the falconer must needs dismount to take up his hawk, he 
should be tethered by a leaden weight, which .is carried in a 
socket at the pommel of the saddle and attached to the bit by 
a rein. To stand well with this \yeight, which can be dragged 
if the horse bolts (i.e. do not break the bridle), and to carry a 
hawk y-ell, requires & little education, and we have always found 
thoroughbred horses (especially young ones) more fearless and 
better suited to this w’ork than any others. A good deal may be 
done with a very nervous horse by'keeping him in a loose box 
with three or four live pigeons till he is thtflroughly used to them, 
and to stand with the weight is best learned by long hacking- 
rides with the frequent use thereof among fresh spring grass, 
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when the horse will rapidly appreciate the luxury of Ireing left 
to himself with only a slight check upon his movements, and 
will be only too glad to remain near the spot where his master 
dismounts as long as he pleases to leave him. 

The following description of a flight at rooks appeared in 
print some years ago, but as it gives a fair idea of the sport we 
venture to reproduce it with slight alteration :— 

Let us suppose that we are out for a day’s rook hawking, and 
that we have arrived at our ground. All around, as far as the eye 
can reach, are wide rolling downs, partly cultivated, but still in a 
great measure clothed by the smooth virgin turf that has never 
known the touch of ploughshare or harrow. It is a lovely spring- 
day ; there is a mild gentle wind from the south, with a warm sun, 
tempered by great fleecy clouds, throwing upon the turf huge 
shadows which seem to race one another from slope to slope of the 
downs. 

We take up our position behind a stack to wait for a rook 
passing on his way from the rookery in the valley to the sheepfold 
on the hill. Presently we see one coming, toiling slowly over the 
shoulder of the down. Shall we fly one of the young falcons latel)' 
entered and coming on so well ? Or shall it be the old heroine of 
a hundred flights, victress over more than double that number of 
rooks, that flies now in her fourth season with all the vigour and 
dash she displayed in the blinding snowstoi'ms and heavy gales of 
her first year ? A hundred or two of yards is far enough for a slip 
with a young hawk, but with a real good one a quarter of mile is 
not too far, while many and many a time, if the wind be right 
for her, the old hawk has been sli23ped at rooks a fair half-mile 
away. It looks as if this slip would be too far for a young hawk, 
so the handsome old falcon is taken on hand, to the delight of the 
whole field, not one of whom, how^ever large it may be, but will 
stay out ‘just one half-hour more’ when it is announced that it is 
the turn of old ‘ Bois-le-duc’ to fly at the next chance that occurs. 

All is hushed as the rook, a single Itird, presumably a strong- 
old cock, comes slowly up. Pie passes us and is going nicely on 
up wind when something about the party awakens his sus^ricions, 
and hfj gives a sudden swerve that in one second takes him about 
i5o,y'ards off on a side wind. Wc are not to he done in this way 
though, and in a moment the head of our party, with the falcon on 
hand, dashes out at a Irrisk gallo]-) dowi-> wind of the i-ook, which 
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hastens on u]) wind. But a iiiindred yards or so is no nwttertous 
with this hawk, and the moment we arc faiHy. down wind of hiin 
the old hawk is unhoodecl and flung off ; and the falcon is in. hot 
pursuit of her quarry, rising with each stroke of her. powerful 
wingf-s till she seems to shoot upwards like an arrow from the bow. 
The rook has seen her, and is making his way upwards at no mean 
rate, but the pace of the falcon is too much for him, and ere long 
she is above him ; poising herself for a moment she comes, with 
one terrible perpendicular stoop, straig^hf at him. It would seem 
as though nothing could escape ; but our rook is equal to the 
occasion, and with a clever shift he has dodged her attack by a 
good yard or more. Well done, rook ! but there is clearly now ho 
safety for him in the.air, for the falcon ha.s shot up again with the 
impetus of her stoop to a height scarcely inferior to that from which 
she descended ; so, turning his tail to the wind, he makes all pos¬ 
sible haste to a small patch of thorns and whins that promises a 
tempoi'aiy shelter, having, however, on the way to evad* two similar 
stoops from the hawk, almost as finp as the first. Alas for friend 
rook ! On reaching the covert he finds it already occupied by {he 
enemy, in the shape of the excited field, who soon drive him with 
halloo and crack of w'hip from his shelter, and compel him to 
again seek the open. The falcon has, however, strayed a little 
away, so he staits with might and main to ring in spiral curves into 
the ^'ery clouds. After him starts the hawk, but soon finds that a 
really good rook, such as this is, can mount nearly as fast as,she ■ 
can. Up, up they go, gradually becoming- smaller and smaller. 
Ring above ring does the falcon make, yet without getting above 
him, till, apparently determined to gain the victory, she starts off 
into the wind to make one tremendous circle that-shall attain her 
object. Steadily into the wind she goes, the rook-striving to follow 
her example, and appearing from below to be flying affer thehavvlfc 
At length, as she almost completes the outer circumference of her 
circle, the rook, perhaps feeling his powers e.xhausted, turns down 
wind, and, at a great height, makes off as fast as he can go. Surely 
the flight is over, for the falcon, is still working away, head to the 
wind, as hard as she can—in.fact, the two birds are flying in oppo¬ 
site directions, half a mile apart. ‘Not a bit of it!’ say the 
initiated, who are off down wind as‘fast aS they can ride. In 
another moment you see the falcon come round, and though at 
such a height she looks no bigger than a swallow, you can see that 
she is far-above the rook, whilst her pace, slightly, descending as 
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she is, is almost that of a bullet. So thinks her quarry apparently, 
for, shutting his wings, he tries to drop like a stone into a clump of 
trees now nearly beneath him. Swiftly as he drops there is a swifter 
behind hijn, and down from that terrific height comes the falcon 
like a thunderbolt. Lord! what a stoop I By the powers, she 
has missed ' And now' surely he must escape. But no ! shooting 
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have i)Ccn killed in one day, while the total score of rooks and 
crows taken in the spring of 1S87 by the Old Hawking Club 
reached 209. One year with another .some 150, for the last 
fifteen .seasons,' have generally been killed, which represents 
many a ringing flight, and many a brisk gallop over the breezy 
downs. 

Another flight which taxes to the full the powers of the 
best pa.ssage hawks, but which is capable of affording the 
finest of sport, is the flight of the seagull. In many places 
herring and other gulls are found far inland, and in open places 
following the'plough or feeding on the land. , In 1877 tbe 
Rev. IV. Willimott, a thoroughly practical falconer residing in 
Cornwall, trained a passage falcon, , that had been entered at 
rooks, to this quarry with no little success. The hawk took so 
keenly to the gulls that she would fly them w'elf^even with 
flocks of rooks or other birds around her, and several very fine 
flights were the result. In fact, on the only occasions when 
the falcon was defeated the gull made good its point to the 
sea, but in the air the falcon had the mastery. More recently 
considerable success has been achieved in flying gulls-upon 
the Yorkshire Wolds by Mr. St. Quintin. This gentleman has 
chiefly used tiercels for the sport, and principally passage 
tiercels. Withthese he has succeeded, on one or Uvo occasions, 
in ta.king even the big herring gull, and, perhaps, from their 
greater activity, they are even better suited than falcons to 
the small, black-headed gull. Still, upon the M^ole, we think 
falcdns are most likely to achieve success with seagtifis. In the 
f-ear 1890 Mr. St. Quintin succeeded in killing no few^er that! 
»f8t4y-three gulls during winter and early spring, using botli 
t&rcels and falcons, and many of the flights were of the finest 
possible description. As gulls will put in to no sort of covert 
except water, this flight can be obtained in a country where 
any other kind of ringing flight wopW be. impracticable. It is 
not an easy quarry to enter haw'ks to, afift considerable know¬ 
ledge of the condition and management of hawks is necessary. 
As a rule, care must be taken to avoid letting the haw'ks break 
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into and eat the flesh of the gull, which is very distasteful to 
-them, and likely to sicken them of the flight. A freshly-killed 
pigeon should be substituted for the gull the moment it is dead, 
and the hawk fed upon it, on the body of the gull where it has 
killed. Hawks require to be very ‘fit’ for this flight,' as the 
gull’s power of shifting from the stoop is marvellous, while he can 
also ring into the clouds very rapidly, and both hawks will need 
to work hard and to stoop straight and often before they can 
master, him. Moreover the gull, especially the herring gull, 
bites very sharply, and the falconer must make every effort to 
be near enough at the close of the flight to assist his hawk, as, 
should'a hawk be injured at first entering, it is not likely to 
take well to the quarry ever afterwards. It is, how'ever, placed 
upon record that the seagull is perfectly witlxin the powers of 
hawks of iMf best class, and we are of opinion that it is a flight 
'well wmrthy the attention 'of falconers, and likely, if well 
managed, to afford sport of the highest kind. 

The lapwing'or green plover is an exceedingly difficult bird 
to take, so much so that it may be termed outside the category 
of ‘ quarry.’ We have, however, taken a fe^v in the spring, 
'\then they are strongest, with a very first-rate cast of passage 
tiercels specially trained to the flight. In August or Jul)-, 
.when the old birds are moulting and the young have hardly 
arrived at their full power, they could perhaps be taken readil}-, 
but at any period of the year their powers of high-mounting 
and of swiftb? dashing from the stoop must make,them a very 
difficult catch. 

The Norfolk plover, stone curlew, or thicknee, is compara¬ 
tively, easy to take, but is very powerful and fights hard on the- 
^ound- It is a good quarry at which to .fly hawks that'we 
intended to fly the heron later on. It may be flown either out 
of the hood, or it may be marked down, and a ha>vk trained for 
game-hawking maybe put uji to wait on overhead and to capture 
it as % rises. In this way they are more easily caught. I-’et 
occasionally a'bird-'is met with tliat' will shift from' the first 
stoop, and fairly ring a-way into the clouds, Itenting, as we have 
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F.ojoc' imt'S seen, ii.'iwks of the very highest class that were doing 

'rii.c marked c.Yccilence'of passage hawk'#at game hawking' 
■,*.-as j.iroved for the first time in recent years in tBe season of 
!S6 >j. w’ben the two faironci'^'Hohn and Robert "Barr, the one 
m the scr'/ice of the Champagne Hawking Ciiib and the other 
in that of the hlarquis of Bute, met at Grandtully Castle by the 
invitation of tire Maharajah ].)buleep .Singli, The -team of 
hawks 'was a very strong one, both of eyesses and of passage 
hawks, the latter haCng been caught and trained for other 
purposes, but soon in the skilful liands of John Barr wei! 
entered to game. The report of thi.s clever fticoner to the 
author of these lines tvas a.s follows IV’e are having the finest 
grouse hawking here that has ever been seen, killmgt thri^ or 
four brace of grouse a day, but our hawks are foe |ferfT-thcy 
kill every time they are flown, very often far out of siglit, and 
are not found the same day, and often are difficult to take up 
after they have been left out one night.’ This, no douijt, i.s 
the fault of tvild-caught hawks, if they are used for any kind 
of haw'king in which they cannot be ridden up to : but' for 
swiftness, style, and deadly stooping, eyesses have no ch."nce 
with them. Haggards especially seem to bike, to waiting on 
very well a.s soon as they are thoroughly well tamed, and 
naturally they are most deadly at their stoop. In 1S69—the 
year referred to above—John .-Barr had a very old haggard falcon 
named “ Granny.’,that was a splendid game hawk ^d also very 
good at the heron. But the^iest of all his pasS^I^ hawks was 
a falcon called ‘Aurora,’ so small that ‘all the talent^ assembled 
■ at ,Valken.swaard voted her to’'‘#)e a tiercel when first she was 
c^%ht, until the veteran Adrian iMollen pointed out sundry 
points of distinction and proved them all to be wrong, and that 
she really was a tiny falcon. 

Of late years ‘ Sibyl,’ ‘ Bacchante,’ (anyold haggard), and 
‘ Elsa,’ all the property of the Old Hawldn'gQubfhave provl^d on 
the Caithness moors that, however trustwordiy and good eyesses 
may be, they cannot hold their own when tried against wild- 
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" Passage, ha wks--game 

caught hawks in ^ open whld country with a strong swift quarry 
, like the grouse. The fatal word ‘ lost/'entered against the name 
- of many a. good passage hawk in the game .book, has prevented 
,her'score from reaching that .,Of the steady-going eyess, who is 
rarely lost, or jf dost is very easily i-eoovered after an extra day 
or so' at hack ; but even if the score of killed be not as great in 
thfe'one case as in the other, the fine style in which the smaller 
number has been taken will fully balance the account between 
the two hawks. ■ . 

In former years it was supposed that passage hawks were 
not fit to fly at game till after they had been for a long time in 
training. As -tong ago, however, as 1869 we sarv passage tiercels 
waiting on perfectly in February that had been caught in the 
previous O.ctober and had been trained by John Barr. Since 
that time .y|| have had several hawks that were perfectly steady 
for magpie' hawking iji the spring succeeding the autumn in 
-which they were caught, and so lately as 1887 we took a magpie 
ih April with a haggard falcon of the previous November. As a 
rule any passage hawk that has had a good spring season of work 
at rooks, &c. may be got up in condition, and after a few pigeons, 
from the hand will wait on as well as any eyess. 

Peregrines differ both in size, colour, and general appearance 
to. an extent so great that it is sometimes almost impossible to 
believe that they are the same species of hawk. Some falcons 
of the first year are of a bright reddish .cinnamon on the back, 
the breast being almost all qf one rufous shade, blotched with 
dirty cream^ Jfc ured. markings. Next to such a bird on the 
..i. same perch #ill be perhaps a falcon nearly a third taller, with a 
rich dark brown back and wii\f coverts, and her breast and 
thighs of a bright' cream colour regularly marked with very darj^ 
' brown markings ; the head of such a bird will be neirrly black, 
her thighs very evenly marked, and not a trace of red or 
cinnamon in her whole body. Other hawks will peiliaps be 
there, iRll caught' o^^tbe same passage, of every intermediate 
shade-Ijctween thesmtwo, some nearly black, others .'i!mo.st the 
colour of a kestrel, So, too, with the adult birds. One will 
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nioult out with a lieautiful pale blue back, a crop and breast 
almost, white, with a few regular .bars across the lower, part, ^ 
x\iiothcr will have a Irack of the darkest blue, with head and 
cheeks very nearly jet black and a breast of rich salrnon colour,-* 
almost rose, so strongly marted with black thav^cepting that 
the iparkings run horizontally and not perpendicularly, they are 
almost as thick as they were in the young plumage.. In old 
hawks pale cinnamon feathers are not uncommon about the 
nape of the neck, so that the hawk has somewhat the appear¬ 
ance of F. Babylo7iiais. 

We are satisfied from close observation that it is not possible 
to telj, from the plumage of hawks in the irhmature stage 
whether, when fully moulted out, they will be of ; the darker or 
lighter variety. As a rule those falcons which are very black in 
the young stage will be of a dark variety when .h^'ulte^- out, 
but we have known very light red young hawbs-pioult ft a dark 
variety, and tFe versa .' 

A disagreeable but a common phase of falconry is the loss 
of a hawk, and her recovery taxes oftentimes both the patience 
and the skill of the falconer. Usually the first cause of the 
loss is that the flight has. carried both haw'k and quarry far 
beyond the ken of their followers. In such case the falconer 
wall follow on dowm wind as fast aS he can- to the spot wbere 
he last saw the birds, or beyond that to any point where he 
thinks the flight likely to hilye terminated. Here he will search 
all covert into which the' quarry 'may have been driven, and 
killed, from time to time showing his litre, in Ase the hawk 
may be either soaring to, cool herself after a hard flight or bej^, 
.sitting sulky and disappointedfClose to where she lost her prey. 

S'he has with him any of the field on horseback, they must Jbe 
sent on straight down wind ti^Jpok over all likely places, and 
especially to the neighbouring rookeries. If the harvk is near 
these or within them there will be almost unmistakable coin- 
motion, and a signal-will show the ialcondr either that^-she is 
there or has passed that w^ay. If the latter prove to be the 
case, the haw'k is probably to be sought for still farther down ' 
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wind of this spot. Flying another hawk to the lure will often 
bring up a sulky hawk, if done in an exposed place where it can 
be seen frorii’all sides. 

Should all these devices fail, it may be taken as certain that 
the hawk has killed and has gorged herself upon her quarry. 
In that case she will not be recovered the same day. The 
falconer will therefore make his arrangements to be upon the spot 
where the hawk was last seen or heard of before daylight the 
following morning. He will, with a pair of good glasses, watch 
the motion of every bird that moves at dawn, and these will 
act as his scouts, especially in the case of rooks and crows. 
If he is able to reach a point where he can command a rookery 
from which the birds are travelling in all directions for their 
food, he can, sitting quietly glasses in hand, make good an 
immense extent of country. Should the hawk be sitting in 
a tree, or on her kill—nay, should she have recently killed 
any bird—no rook or crow will pass over it without ‘ mobbing,’ 
i.e. circling round and cawing. . If the rooks pass to and fro 
in all directions peacefully, the falconer may rely upon it that 
his hawk is not and has not lately been in that neighbourhood ; 
but if he sees one or two consecutively ‘mobbing’ in one place 
he may be sure it is worth his while to inspect it. Possibly it 
is only the kill of the day before, but it is an assurance that 
the hawk is not far off. Later in the morning he may see a lot 
of rooks and plovers ‘ sky up ’ in a cluster as if alarmed, and 
if lucky he will, near that spot, find his hawk, perhaps half 
gorged. 

If very tame, she may even in that state come to a live 
pigeon, and allow him to take her up. She will almost certainly 
come to the pigeon, but perhaps, with a full crop and a day 
(or may be more) of liberty, will not allow liim to take her up. 
He should try every plan he can think of to do so, but if he fail, 
then he must snare her. 

If she will, as is often the case, allow him to come within 
tw'enty or thirty yards without notice, lie will produce from his 
bag a long light line of about 100 yards (a salmon line is \-ery 

u 
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I'Ood) with ;) at one erxl f^ivint; the jX‘g into tlit; ground, 
at forty tards from the hawk, as she sits plucking the {ogeon, 
he will walk round and round, never ajiproadiing her, lout thus 
tYimling the liiie round her kgs, alifAi tlx lonir as he 

Iteeps moving and no; i^oitiing fowards her thi; hawk wdl nut 
nolicchim, Ho, soon as he sees that, the string is wdl lapped 
round her legs he wiU make puietly in low'ards the hawk but 
even noiv, if Ire CB,n, let him try to take her up, so that she may 
not find out she is snared. If once a hawk realises this, she is 
always-difficult to manage, very sin-of a string and of all tarkie. 
and kail spoilt. But if she atremjits to leave |he jngeon and 
fly off, the falconer must nced.s null his. string tight, jj#reft-in 
upon her,'and the quicker the hood is on her head the better. 

Bos.sibly, if she is a wild-natured liawk and I'las been out 
for a few days, she tvill not ailon- any man even witjpia'gun¬ 
shot. The best ]i!an in such a case Ls to rlirow Aut ah-W pigeon 
with a long string attached to it which it can carr_\- away pretty 
well. If the hawk, takes this and kills it, go right m upoivher. 
seizing the string, and frighten her off it. Hhe will .not ^ far. 
T'he long line mnst then be set with an ordinary slip-knot 
round the pigeon, which must be firmly p«ged down Just as 
the hawk left it; a-few wing feathers shotite be stuck round 
the noose so as to guide the line upwards and round the hawk’s 
legs. The falconer must retire to the end thereof, conceal 
himself, and play the gan|e of. patience. Sooner or later the 
hawk is 'sure to' return to hei- kill, and. if .she does so, one pull 
secures her. 

. . This snare can be'-set with a long spring of india-rubbe* 
,ind. a trigger, so that the lighting of the hawk on the pigeon 
will liberate iif and ■'tighten th-e noose. If the falconer ii.nd.s 
more kills than one, a snare'of tiro of this kind will aid him 
inuch, ■ . 

A very good device for catching a half-hungry h.awk that 
w'ill stoop at a i.iigeon, half in play, half in earnest, is as'follows. 
A short strap of stout leather is cut, about three inches long 
by three-quarters of an inch, broad ; to this there are attached 
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- four or five little snar^ of catgut, or of gimp, so arranged that, 
>^en o^n,, they stand like a'series of little wings on a salmon 
.fly, upright, all.jaiorig'the strap,.about an inch high. The whole 
.apparatus is ne^lhstened to a pigeon’s back by mean.s of double ■ 
■strings round the shoulder of each wing and onefound theroot 
of thej'ail.. .The strap then'fits close along his back among his' 
feathers without impeding his flight in the least, and the snares 
stand up the. whole length of his back and well above it. The ■ 
pigeon is now thrown out with a long line attached, and should 
the hawk make but a half-hearted stoop, it is ten-to One she 
wiU' catch-her ^laws in one or other of the snares and be fast. 
Withka'pigeon,-and a .long string attached to her toe, she is 
readily-taketij and we have known evenmvild ha^yks to be 
caught in-', this way in England. In the East, -where they are 
far:tam^’tt is almost a certainty.' . 

- ^ '-Should a^hawfe persistently cany any light quany, the best plan to adopt 
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CHAPTER IV 

GERFALCONS—KITE HAWKING—HARE HAWKING-MERLINS—■ 
HOW MANAGED—LARK HAWKING—THE HOBBV—THE SACRE 

-‘-THE LANNER — SHAHINS-SPORT IN INDIA--OTHER 

VARIETIES OF HAWKS USED IN FALCONRY. ’ , 

The noblest kind of hawk that is, or ever has been, used in 
falconry is certainly the ger-, or gyrfalcon, as the three varieties . 
of the great Northern falcons are each called indiscriminately 
by falconers. These varieties are, first, the Greenland Fa^n, 
the handsomest of the three, almost (in its adult plumage) 
snow-white, with handsome, regular markings. This variety is 
more widely di.stributed than the other two, but The only 
specimens which have been trained havje been either ship- 
caught birds or stray hawks, that have, been taken by some 
chance. Secondly, the Iceland Falcon. Very many hawks of 
this variety have been trained, some being birds taken from the 
nest in Iceland (to which country it is almost entfrely confined) 
and others birds caught when fully grown, besides chance speci¬ 
mens. Thirdly, the Norwegian variett'jWvhich has been'taken 
both aduft and from the nest by expeditions of falconers sent 
expressly to procure tliein. Three specimens also have, during 
the last fifty years, been taken on the passage at Valkeriswaard, 
all of which were trained with varying success. 

Just as big yachts sail faster than little ones, so the ger¬ 
falcons, being nearly twice the size of peregrines, can fly far 
faster even than those swift birds. Moreover, in thefSr style of 
flying they excel all other hawks. No gerfalcon that has the 
full use Of her wings ever makes a bad stoop or flies in bad 
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form. Whether at the lure or at wild quarry their style is per¬ 
fection. But yet, in spite of this, they cannot altogether be 
termed a success in falconry. Their tempers are generally 
very violent aii4»i>tut)borri, making them difficult to train in the 
early stages y they are always troublesome to break to the hood, 
and it requires an infinity of pains to get them to stand to it at 
all. From their great size and wild disposition they are very 
prone to carry, and altogether it requires a very e.xperienced 
hand to do any good with them. 

Worst of all, it is extremely difficult to keep them in health 
until they become thoroughly acclimatised. The Iceland variety 
especially is afflicted with a form of asthma that is almost 
universal among those hawks which are caught wild in the 
island, and which are in other ■ respects the most likely to 
succeed. Few of those which are seized with this disease ever 
recover ; it is dosely allied to that lung disease which in ancient 
bodes is described as the ‘pantas.’ In the Norwegian falcons, 
within our experience,'this disease has not been- so prevalent, 

, but they Jbiaye been very liable to a virulent, and generally fatal, 
form ol-ftonnce, resulHng in a tumour in the throat, which 
generally kills them. Both varieties, when flying well, have 
been apt to lose all form and to become useless when a change 
has occurred from cold to warm -weather, and they seem espe¬ 
cially sensitive to a damp, muggy climate. Of the constitution 
of the Greenland Falcon we cannot speak from actual experience, 
but from its wider distribution it may possibly be more hardje 

t ie-'in the possession of Lord I.iiford was a fine-tempered 
wk and a good flier, keen at rooks, 

■'%'hen once, however, the first moult i.s past, the.se birds 
seem to thrive well in Englai@d. J'he Maharajah ilhuleep 
Singh possessed a beautiful Icelander which vvas moulied foi- 
many ytsms, and there have been mam Uilw i.-rwi- 

living to a considerable age. Symor. Lafhmn, writing in lOiy. 
says ; ‘ t have known a gerfalcon an e.vcdlenl licareuor. and to 
continue her goodnessc wry nean twen-v yi.ir-,, 01 ll'll out li’e 
time.’ -- In 184^ John Bells, t!ie faienner. orougltt mcr .sevm-aJ 
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Icelanders for the Duke of Ix-eds, and these were trained at 
the Loo and entered to herons. One or two were pretty good 
birds, but upon the whole they did not turn out well. Some 
of the falcons were entered to hares and took them fairly 

In 1839, C. New'come visited Norway in search of 

gerfalcons, of which he always had had a high opinion—so 
much so that, several years before that date, he had systematic¬ 
ally issued hand-bills to the captains of whalers sailing in the 
North Seas, requesting them to take every opportunity of pro¬ 
curing for him birds of that species. Having selected the 
place most suited to the purpose, he caused huts to be built 
the following year for the takipg of the falcons in the Dutch 
method, and in digging the foundations for these the men 
came upon those of the ancient huts which had been used by 
falconers in bygone days, all knowledge of which, except as an 
ancient tradition, had perished. In this place he took three 
gerfalcons, and in the succeeding year the Dutch falconers 
caught ten or a dozen. All of these birds were trained at the 
Loo, but out of all the lot only.two—a falcon and a* tiercel— 
turned out to be good ones, one being trained by James Bots 
and one by Adrian Mollen. 

The great fault of. gerfalcons, even when they could be 
induced to persevere at this flight, W'as that their stoop was 
so hard that they would either kill or cripple the heron, and 
this, in the breeding season, when it was important to save 
every heron, was a serious drawback. Their nature is ever to 
stoop repeatedly at their quarry, and after they have sd 
knocked it about as to cripple it, then to seize or bind k) it. 
In 1869, John Barr and James Barr, his nephew, were sent to 
Iceland by the Maharajah Dhuleep Singh for the purpose of 
procuring gerfalcons. In this they were exceedingly successful, 
bringing back no less than thirty-three of these magnificent 
birds.' In the .spring of 1870 W’e had the pleasure of inspect- 
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other varieties. Several of the gerfalcons were flying at the 
lure in the finest conceivable style. In fact, three of them 
were, in our opinion, and in that of Mr. Newcome, whose 
judgment could hardly be called in question, among the best, if 
not absolutely the finest, fliers that have been trained during 
the meihory of any living man; The falcons were being, some, 
of them, regularly flowm at hares, and we saw a curious flight 
or two of this nature. Alas ! Even at this early stage the 
asthma, to which we have referred above, was rife among these 
noble hawks, and by the close of the year almost the whole 
team were defunct or useless, with hardly a record to, their 
names of wild quarry killed ! . 

In 1876 John Barr, who was then employed by the Falconry 
Club, was sent to Norway in order to obtain gerfalcons of the 
variety of that country, which it was hoped would be more free 
from the fatal disease which was so destructive to the Ice¬ 
landers. He succeeded in taking ten, all of which but one 
were females, and all young birds. Out of those which landed, 
six were dead by the end of December of the fatal ‘pantas’; 
of the two which fell to the portion of the Old Hawking Club, 
one died in a few weeks, and the other was successfully, but 
with great trouble, trained and entered. She was in no respect 
a good hawk, and died the following August of a fatal form of 
frounce. Of the others, one only took wild quarry, viz. rooks, at 
which she was flown on. Epsom Downs by Mr. J. E. Harting. 
Three gerfalcons have been caught at Valkeimnard. Of the 
first we have no record, save that it w'as trained at the Loo, and 
was no great success; the second was for some time in England, 
in the possession of Lord Lilford; the third rvas a noble tiercel 
caught in 1878 in the adult plumage, and, so far as we know, is 
the only haggard gerfalcon (of that species) that ever was trained. 
He fell into the hands of the Old Hawking Club, and w^as very 
carefully trained by their falconer, John Frost. Although a 
haggard, he had a finer temper than most gerfalcons, arid was. 
trained without a great deal of. trouble. He was entered to 
rooks on Salisbury Plain, and turned out a most splendid hawk, 
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one of, the grandest fliers the club has ever possessed. Yet 
. when hot weather set in he fell off in style, and refused to fly, 
being very untrustworthy, and was lost, owing to an unfortunate 
accident during his first moult. 

Upon the whole, then, gerfalcons must be termed unsatis¬ 
factory hawks to train, and though no falconer likes to miss 
giving a fair chance to one of these noble birds, yet if sport 
alone be the object aimed at, it is not worth while to waste 
time upon them while the peregrine is readily obtainable. 

In old times the gerfalcon was especially valued for the 
purpose of flying the kite, then a common bird, and probably 
that flight 'was the finest that has ever been follow'ed in this 
country, not even e.xcepting the ‘ heron on passage.’ It is still 
a common flight in India, wdiere the sacre, a bird of almost 
equal power to the gerfalcon, is used for it; but the difficulty 
of training and entering hawks to this quarry, and the courage 
and perseverance needed to overtake so swift and high-mounting 
a bird, show us how skilfully our ancestors must have managed 
their hawks in order to succeed in the undertaking. 

,Tbfe method by which the kite was florvn was somew’hat 
peculiar. As soon as the bird was descried soaring in mid air. 
generally at a height so great that it could hardly be dis¬ 
tinguished, a live owl was let fly by the falconers, to tvhose legs 
was attached a fox’s Irrush. This both impeded the owl's 
flight to such an, extent tha,t it could not escape, and also pre¬ 
sented to the kite the.spectacle of a bird of prey, such a.s could 
easily be robbed, carrying off some quarry. Immediately then 
,lte would descend froin his lofty pitch to attack the poor owl, 
when the falcons, generally three in number, would be slipjjed 

In the i\ppendix to Mr. Southwell’s edition of Lubliock’s 
‘ Fauna of Norfolk,’ written by Professor Newton, it is stated, 
speaking of the practice of falconry in No.rfolk, that - 
‘ Lord Orford’s chief quarry seems to .have been the kite, wliich 
vvas then very, common throughout England, and ajipnvc.ntiy 
es{>ec'iany abundant in this district so rich i.n rabbits. Years ago 
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1 wfcO remomber liaving heard from several old men in the neigh- 
tiourliood of the excellent flights which this species afforded, and 
especially of one flight, which, beginning on Eriswell or-on the 
adjoining part of Eiveden, ended in Lord Bristol’s park at 1 ckworth, 
near Bury St. Edmunds, a distance in a straight line of some ten 
or twelve niile.s. 

'J'he famous Colonel Thornton, who succeeded Lord 
Oiford as the manager of the Falconers’ Club (or, as the Colonel 
describes it in hi.s ‘ Northern Tour,’ ‘ The Confederate Hawks of 
England ’), seems to have been very successful at this flight 
with the gerfalcon, as also at hare.s. Whence he got his hawks 
we are not able to trace, but as it is certain that the falconers 
of that day tvere in frequent communication with those of the 
Continent, we are inclined to smspect that the ancient huts 
for hawk-catching which Mr. Newcome discovered on the 
Dovrefjeld had some connection with the gerfalcons trained 
by Lord Orford and Colonel Thornton, and with, the princely 
establishments of hawks which they maintained. 

In Colonel-Thornton’s ‘Northern Tour’ is described an 
episode which bears so strongly upon the subject of this 
chapter that we venture to reproduce it verbatim. He 

A Mr. A-, attended by a little humpbacked servant with a 

large portmanteau, joined our party ranging for kite near Elden 
Gap., At length one was seen in the air, and 1 ordered the 
owl to be flown. He came as we wished, at a proper distance. 
The day was fine, and the hawks, particularly ‘Javelin’ and 
‘ Icelanderkin,’ in the highest order, and with them ‘ Crocus^ a 
famous slight faIco 7 i. Never was there a finer clay, a keener com¬ 
pany, or for six miles a finer flight; When lie was taken, in an 
ecstasy Tasked Mr. A-how he liked kite ha-wking. He re¬ 

plied -with a sort of hesitation that expressed but small pleasure, 
‘Why, pretty well!’ We then tried for hare with a famous hawk 
called ‘ Sans Quartier.’ After ranging a little we found one, and 

in about two miles killed it. Mr. A-, coming up again^slowly, 

unwilling or unable to leave his portmanteau, I repeated my former 
question, and though the flight of a hare is fine, yet being in no 
way equal to that of a kite, was surprised to see his countenance 
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brighten up and to hear him express himself with uncommon 
pleasure. ‘Ay, that,’ he said, ‘was a nobler kind of hawking ; the 
hare would be of use—a good roast—Xha kite of none,’ Desirous 
to gratify his wishes, and to get quit on easy terms of the trouble, 
the sen-ants would have to carry an old jack hare in the month of 
May, I begged his acceptance of it, to which he vei-y readily con¬ 
sented ; and his servant was ordered to add this trophy to the top 
ofthe enormous portmanteau. I leave every sportsman to guess the 
obsen-ations that were made by a set of lively young men on the 
occasion. 

Apart from the . humour of this anecdote, it is clear that 
the Colonel had in his service at least three good well-trained 
, gerfalcons, and probably others. It is, we believe, on record 
that ‘ Sans Quartier,’ the falcon that was floTO single-handed 
at an. old jack hare, was a gerfalcon. Clearly Mceianderkin ’ 
was one of that species, while the express allusion to ‘ Crocus ' 
as a ‘slight’ or peregrine, falcon seems to show that both the 
other two which were flown with her were of another species. 

The kite, however, is no longer to be flown in this country, 
and with it's disappearance the necessity for the gerfalcon as a 
bird of sport has also vanished. That they can be trained and 
used has been well prov-ed .in these modern times, but they 
now have to be .flown at quany for which the peregrine is 
.better suited, and therefore it is not to be wondered at if they 
' are beaten out of the field by that most serviceable of ail 
• falcons. Their chief excellence is at quarry that mounts high 
in the air, and we have never known one used successfully at 
^tne as yet. 

. ■ 'Merlins are a very beautiful variety of hawk, tiny in size, but 
full of dash and courage. They are always great favoiirites With 
young falconers and with amateurs, because of their docile, even 
. aifectionate, nature, and of the ease with which tlicy may be 
managed. Unfortunately their constitution is so dtimate shat 
they require the greatest care to keep tliem alive, and onU- feiv 
falconbrs have succeeded in. keepitig '.hero liirough llie wmter. 
fewer still after the first moult. 

They are not uncommon hawks in this counin-, l.nccditig 




300 


FALCONRY 


,on the moors' of Yorkshire and the northern counties. Their- 
nest is ]daced on tlie ground among the heather, and they are 
late breeders, the young being rarely fit to take before the 
third week in July. Wild merlins are also caught at Valkens- 
■waard on the autumn migration, in the same manner as pere¬ 
grines, special nets and lures being arranged for them. Those 
taken from the nest are easily reared with sufficient care. They 
should be fed three tirae.s a day on the'tenderest possible beefi 
with all fat and gristle cut away ; an occasional change to pigeon, 
chicken or rabbit is.desirable. When merlins are full-grown they 
must be kept as much as possible upon birds, trapped ones in 
preference to those that are shot; but if a shot bird be given, an 
abundance of casting must be given with it in case any shot 
corns should be swallowed. They can be flown at hack, and 
if they are likely to be flown when trained near the place 
where they were hacked, it is a great advantage to rear them 
thus, as a lost hawk will, then return home of herself very often. 
But it is impossible to fly them at hack together with pere¬ 
grines, for the latter, being much more forward than the 
merlins, are. easily able to take them w'hen first put out, and 
would be very likely to kill them. Care must also be taken 
not to have peregrines sitting out on blocks near where merlins 
are hacked ; they are bold, confiding little ha-svks, and are very 
likely to drop down by the side of the peregrine, attracted 
perchance by some food, or else for company, and in that way 
are likely to be killed. 

A very good way both to keep and rear merlins is to bring 
them up altogether in a good large room or a loft j there must 
be a perch or two for them, and all corners should be rounded 
off as much as possible to prevent injury to the feathers. The 
bars to the windows must be fixed perpendicularly and not 
horizontally, so that the haw'ks cannot fly;at the windows and 
cling to them., A very little carrying will soon accustom the 
merlins to fly to the hand of anyone they know well in‘order 
to l)e fed, and this with a little calling to the lure is really all 
the training they require. We have brought up birds in this 




way many times, and have al 
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miniature. The lark a.s a rule mount.s .straight into the air, 
and that very rapidly. The little hawks must ring again and 
again to get above him, and even then will sometimes fail. 
It is a common thing to lose sight of the lark in the clouds, _ 
even on a clear day, and not unfrequently both the hawks 
flying with him will also disappear fairly overhead in the-air.. 
Presently the two larger specks reappear, and then in front of 
them you may see the smaller dot, faKing' like a bullet from 
the clouds into a fence below, w'ith the little falcons stooping 
right and left at him till he is taken ju.st as he,gains his sanc¬ 
tuary. It is better to fly two merlins together at larks, and 
the females wall be found more persevering and harder fliers 
as a rule than the males. During August the larks which are 
moulting can be readily taken, but after September i they are 
very much stronger, and it is not easy to get the merlins, which 
are easily discouraged by a few' defeats, to persevere in flying 
them, unless a plentiful supply of bagged larks be kept where¬ 
with to encourage them, after failure, by affording an easy flight. 
As the season grow'S later the larks get stronger, and generally 
the merlins give up the flight altogether, though we have known 
larks taken in the winter occasionally. Therefore in the North of 
England, where the corn remains on the fields, either standing 
or in stocks (into which the larks will drop instantly), until very 
late in August, it is no easy matter to get merlins entered in 
time to show' any sport before the season is practically over. 

The first falconer w'ho took up this branch of hawking on 
any large scale, in modern times, was Mr. NeW'come. He used 
merlins for several years, and killed a great number of larks, 
but we have no precise record of his doings. Like other 
falconers, he found merlins inveterate ‘ carriers,’ tame as they 
are, and a small hook on the end of a long stick, by which he 
could lay hold of the body of the lark when killed, was often 
of great assistance. We have found a similar hook, at the end 
of a Japanese fishing-rod which folds into the butt, very uSeful, 
especially w'hen the merlin has been so unfeeling as to carry, 
her quarry into a tree. As larks, w’hen put in, will often lie like 
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stories, a good terrier, that will nose them out, is of considerable 
.service. In more recent times the Rev. G. E. Freeman, 
author of ‘ Falconry ; its History, Claims, and Practice,’ has 
been successful with merlins at various different flights; his 
doings are well recorded in Chapter XIII, of that work, and he 
appears to have had considerable sport in flying the ring ousel 
as well as the skylark. 

More recently' Mr. Er B. Michell, an amateur falconer of 
some experience, met with great success with merlins. In i88t 
he succeeded in taking, up to September 15, fifty larks with 
tvvo male merlins; but in 1883, with three merlins, two of them 
females, he killed (on very first-rate ground on Salisbury Plain) 
no. less than 136 larks. IVhether this .surpasses Mr. New- 
come’s scores of former years or not we do not know, but it is 
certainly very good work, and deserves to be placed on record. 
For ourselves, flying in bad country, we have found from thirty 
to forty larks killed between August 20th to September 20th to 
be fairly successful work, and our practice for some years was to 
allow our merlins to fly loose after the autumn migration began, 
and to procure fresh ones the following year, by wdiich we 
avoided the probability of losing our little pets during the 
winter, and yet had fresh ones ready for the only time of year 
when much can be done with these hawks. . 

Atiy varieties of small birds can be flown with merlins, 

■ %vhere the fields are large enough and the birds to be found ; 
they are very quick and active, even among trees and bushes, 
partaking a good deal of the character of the true hawks, such 
as the sparrow-hawk and goyiawk, as well a.s of the falcons, to 
. which they properly belong. 

■ The more courageous females can be trained to fly pigeons 
we!), and so great is their activity that it requires a good 
pigeon to escape them ; and if the quarrv scek,s refuge in a l.jush 
or a hedge the rnqrlin is. almost sure to follow and seize him. 
Their, fuethod of killing birds of this large size is peculiar, 
being by strangulation, a method not usually adopted by ,'mv 
other hawk ; in fact, a full-grown pigeon isui'-tu lu !s a merlin. 
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and therefore the hawk cannot master its prey so as, to put it 
to a sjreedy death as the peregrine does, by breaking its neck. 

It requires some trouble, as a rule, to enter a merlin to 
pigeons, just as in the case of any other ijuarry that is somewhat 
beyond the strength of the hawk which is to fly it; but, although 
it is rather interesting to see these little falcons tackle a l>ird 
with powers fully equal to their own, yet as it can only lead to 
flights at bagged quarry, we do notqwopose to enter further 
into a description of this flight. 

We cannot, from personal experience, say that snipe can be 
killed with trained merlins, but it seems very possible that 
hawks accustomed to ring after larks would be able to take 
this .quarry also. 

On the whole merlins, though, if compared with the falcons 
treated of in the preceding chapters, they must be ranked as 
toys, are well worthy the consideration of falconers, especially 
of the tyro in that art. They jequire but little training, or 
trouble to manage. Tltey are^^ easily broken to the hood, 
nor is much education necessar3y for so tame are these little 
birds that they will sif quietly enough bareheaded until the 
bird springs near them. The hood should only be used when 
travelling, and should be removed as soon as the field is 
reached, for it will be found that merlins will not fly readily 
‘ out of the hood ’ as peregrines do, especially on bright sunny 

They must always be fed twice a day, kept very warm, and 
especially free from damp ; either a loft with a stove in it, or a 
condition of entire liberty at hack with liberal feeding, affords 
the best chance of keeping them alive after summer is past. 

Of hobbies we can say but little from personal experi¬ 
ence, except that they are, of all falcons, the most elegant, 
whether on the wing or on the block. Tartly insectivorous in 
habits, they lack the dash and courage requisite for a bird of 
sport. Many have been trained of late years, but vfith no 
success as far as sport is concerned, although the hawks them- 
■selves were found perfectly docile, very fine-tempered, adrair- 
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'I'he sacre is a falcon almost equal in size and power to tbe^ 
gerfalcon, but belongs to a different species, now,termed the 
' Desert falcon.s.’ 'J'hcy arc fine fliers, but slack mettled, soft 
feathered birds, unable to face rough weqther, and, therefore, 
unsuited to this climate. It is many years since sacres were 
used in tiiis country. We have ourselves seen but one in 
regular use, which had been imported from Egypt, and in 
England was only flown at pigeons. They are mentioned in 
most of the bid books on; hawks, but .seem to have been im¬ 
ported as passage hawks, taken in the Levant, Egypt, &c. 
But when Adrian Molleii was in the service of Prince Trauts- 
mansdorff. near Vienna, about the year 1838, he trained three 
young sacres which were taken from the nest in Hungary. 
We know of no more recent instances of the training' of 
European sacres, and we give this fact on the authority of 
Professor Schlegel, and of Mollen himself.’ In ancient times 
the sacre rvas valued for her k^-flying qualities. Blome; in 
the ‘ Gentleman’s Recreation,’'OTats of her thus:— 

This hawk will make excellent sport with a kite, who, as soon 
as she sees the saker (the male whereof is called a'sakaret) cast off, 
immediately betakes herself to, and trusts in the goodness of her 
wings, and getteth to her pitch as high as possibly she may by 
making many turns and tvrenches in the air, which, well if observed, 
together with the variety of contests and bickerings there are be¬ 
tween them, it cannot but be very pleasant and delightful to the 
beholder. I have known in a clear day and little wind stirring 
that both the saker and the kite have soared so high that the 
sharpest eye could not discern them, yet hath the saker in the 
encounter conquered the kite, and i -have seen her come tumbling- 
down to the ground with a strange* precipitancy. 

Sacres are much used in India for flying at the kite, 
ravine-deer, bustard, and other quarry. They are difficult to 
manage, and ate usually induced to fly by' the free use of 
drugs; these can only be administered safely where the 

1 We ]iave been offered nestling sacres through a falconer resident in 
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climate can be relied on, and if for no other reason than this, 
sacres would be unsuitable for use in variable weather such 
as British falconers have to contend with. They are trained 
for gazelle harvking in Persia and Arabia, in conjunction with 
greyhounds. See also Burton’s ' Falconry in the Valley of the 
Indus ’ for a description of this sport. 

The lanner is a falcon of type similar to the foregoing, but 
considerably smaller in size, being somewhat less than the 
peregrine. In former years it bred freely in Europe, but recently 
we do not find a record of a single nest; in Egypt and Nubia 
it breeds freely on rocks and ancient ruins. Many specimens 
have been tamed in this country and kept rvithoiit any difficulty; 
they ai'e easily tamed, but like the species last described are too 
slack mettled to be of real service at European quarry, and 
nearly akin to the kestrel in their habits. The Barbary falcon 
is an extremely beautiful hawk very like the peregrine, but about 
one-third less in size. Several have been imported and trained 
in England of late years, and two nestling birds were hacked at 
Lyndhurst for a member of the Old Hawking Club in 1885. 
They are dashing little flyers, and take pigeons in fine form ; 
they might make good partridge or even magpie hawks, 
but are not very well suited to English quarr)?. They have 
perhaps hardly had a sufficiently good trial in recent times, and 
we should certainly advise any falconer to try one if he has an 
opportunity to procure a specimen in good plumage. 

There are besides these several varieties of hawks used in 
Oriental falconry, of which perhaps the chief are the black 
shahin {F. peregruiator) and the red-naped shahin {F. Babylo- 
niats), both excellent hawks, nearly akin to the peregrine, but, 
though of smaller size, better built and equally good fliers ; 
they are specially used for wild fowl, partridge, and the endless 
varieties of wader that India affords. The sacre and the luggur 
are also used, but in India, as in Europe, the best hawk that 
can be tfained is the ubiquitous peregrine. Goshawks, merlins, 
and sparrow-hawlcs are all used with great success at various 
quarries. The East is the home of falconry, and in countries 
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where for many centuries it has formed ‘ the sport of kings ’ it 
is only natural to find hawking carried to great perfection and 
exceedingly well understood. .So great is the variety of quarry 
at which hawks may be flown, and so certain the climate, that 
the sport may be carried on under advantages such as the 
European falconer sighs for in vain. In India hawks are easily 
obtained and cheaply kept. 'WTiatever species is trained, it is 
not difficult ifo•get flights to use it at. From the highest aif of 
training the sacre to the flight at the kite, down to the use of the 
sparrow-hawk, every branch has its votaries. , Indian falconry 
would need a volume to itself, and it might be one far more 
comprehensive than the Western sport will admit of, but space 
does not allow of our dealing with the subject here. We would 
recommend any man, who is sufficiently enthusiastic to desire to 
see the sport in perfection, to spend a winter in India, and to 
study the methods of training hawks and of flying game which 
Eastern, and especially Anglorlndian, falconers have brought 
to so great perfection. As an example of the sport which may 
be obtained we append a return of the quarry killed by the hawks 
of two members of the Old Haw'king Club during the months 
of November and December 1888, and January and part of 
February 1889, chiefly in the neighbourhood of Meerut. 
Fifteen hawks in all were trained :—^ 

Herons. 

Houbara .... 

Black Ibis ..... 

Egrets. 

White-necked Stork 
Bar-headed Goose . . . 

Ruddy Sheldrake . 

Common „ . . • 

Mallard .... 

1 Mr. B. H. Jones and Captain Biddulph. 

2 Of these hawks, three shahin-s were brought to England, one of which 

This falcon, one of the red variety, was successfully flown at grouse, partridges, 
and magpies in England and Scotland, and lived till 1891, through two severe 
English winters. 
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Spotted-billed Duck . . 

Red-crested Pochard . _ , 

Pintail 1 , . , . ■ -. 

Gadwall . . . ; , . 

Shoveller ... . . .' 

White-eye . 

Tufted Duck . 

Teal . . . . . . 

Red-wattled Lapwing . .. . 

Indian Roller . . ' . 

Various. . .... . . . 

■ Total 
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CHAPTER V 

THE SHORT-WINGEH HAWKS—GOSHAWKS—HOW OBTAraED— 
TRAINING — JCNTERING — RABIiJT HAWKING — VARIOUS 
FLIGHTS ^THE SpARKOW|y AWK— MANAGEMEN'J'— BLACK¬ 
BIRD HAWKING. 

Of the short-winged or true hawks only two varieties are 
used in England, viz. the goshawk and the sparrow-hawk ; the 
latter is common enough in every country, the former is only 
an extremely rare visitant to this country. It breeds pretty 
freely in the forests of Germany, in France, and in Norw'ay, 
the haw'ks. from the latter country being as a rule the best 
They are widely distributed, however, throughout Europe, and 
varieties of this species are found throughout the world. IFe 
know of no authenticated instance of its breeding in Great 
Britain since Colonel Thornton in his ‘Northern Tour’ found 
several nests in the forests of Glenmore and Rothiemurchus, 
whence he took and trained a young bird. Passage goshawks, 
which are in everyrespect infinitely the best, are sometimes taken 
at Valkenswaard in the same manner as peregrines. Full-grown 
birds can also be caught not unfrequently in the German and 
•Norwegian forests ; such as these will prove very superior to the 
hawks taken out of the nest, w'hich are spoken of by Bert, who 
wrote in 1619 of the best and most practical books ever pub¬ 
lished on falconry, treating entirely of the short-winged hawks, 
as ‘ the eyas hawk upon whom I can fasten no affection for the 
multitude of.her follies and faults.’ In ancient times, however, 
falconers or ‘ ostringers,’ as the trainefs of the true hawks were 
termed, seem to have been in the habit of turning their hawks 
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into woods to breed. From the ‘Colloquium’ of Archbishop 
htdfric, written about a.d. 995/ it would appear that the practice 
of Saxon falconers was regularly to turn their hawks in the 
spring into the woods, and to take the young at the end of the 
summer. With birds like the goshawks, which are not greatl)- 
inclined to stray from where they can get food, we can well 
believe that this plan might answer. 

In the ‘ Paston Letters,’ edited by Mr. Gairdner, a corre¬ 
spondence is given between John Paston the younger and his 
elder brother, in which the younger man prays the elder :— 

‘ I axe no more gods of yow for all the servyse that I shall 
do yowwhyll the world standyth but a gosshawke.’ After, some 
further correspondence his desire seems to have been granted, 
but alas ! 

She hathe ben so brooseid with cariage of fewle that she is as 
good as lame in both hyr leggys, as every man may se at iee. 
Wherfor all syche folk as have seen hyr avyse me to cast hyr in to 
some wood wher as I wyll have her to eyer, but I vvyll do ther in as 
ye wyll, wheder ye wyll I send hyr yow ag'en or cast her in Thorpe 
wood and a tarsell with hyr for I weit wher on is. 

This practice was therefore known, if not common, in 1472^ 
but we cannot find an account of the goshawk having bred in 
England within the last century. 

There is little difficulty in procuring nestlings from France, 
Germany, or Norway now, though if it be possible to find a 
keeper skilful enough to snare the young birds some months 
after they have flown, it is worth while to pay an extra price for 
them. Goshawks average in value about 5/., females being 
worth considerably more than males ; they do not require to 
be flown at hack. 

The training of short-winged hawks is not difficult, as 
they arc hardy and easily managed, but it is a laborious task, 
and requires time to accomplish, nor is it very easy to get a gos¬ 
hawk into such condition that she will fly well and keenly. 'I'hey 

> So',-sliiO llic IiilrorliKainn by J. It. n:iiliny, lo ■'l lii- I'l'i' 

kc|jii)W,'of Spsrliawk.s, 157,5.' pi'inl.r.'d Ijy I!. (,)u.-ii'iLcl), i.'kib. 
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are ‘hawks of the fist^that is to say, they are flow* straight 
from tiie hand, and do not mount after their quarry; the 
nature of the flight is a short, sharp dash at their prey, and 
they either take it or give u]) the flight in a short distance. 
They arc never hooded except during training and when 
travelling. It is their nature to lie in wait for prey on some 
coign of vantage, remaining immovable perhaps for hours, till 
the chance occurs of a swift dash at the unsuspecting quarry, 
which rarely escapes. The trained bird, therefore, will leam to 
look upon her master’s hand as the vantage post whence she is 
to kill, and will soon , learn to sit thereon, bareheaded and 
immovable, but ready to dash like lightning at the first prey 
that stirs. The art of training her, then, is to carry her day 
and night, till she is so familiar with her master and his hand 
that she looks on the latter as her home on which she lives, 
from which all her sport is obtained, and to which she will 
return without lure after an unsuccessful flight. 

To arrive at this desirable end a great deal of trouble must 
be taken. The older falconers made a good deal more use of 
the hood thari is done nowaday.s with goshawks, and took as 
much pains to break them to stand well to the hood as they did 
rvith any other kind of hawk ; we believe that they rvere wise, 
for the more training these birds undergo the better they will 
be. However, having procured a goshawk and put upon it 
jesses of stout leather—white horseskin, if kept well greased, 
is the most reliable—the best plan is to put , on her a rufter 
hood through -which she can see a little;—a loose old one -with 
a hole bored near the eye is very good—and to carry her for 
the greater part of the day, and as much of the night as possible, 
handling her in every possible way, and inducing her to pull at 
a piece of beef in the same way as is recommended in the case 
of the freshly-caught peregrine (see Chapter III.) As soon as 
the goshawk will feed well and keenly through her hood, let it 
be di.scarded, but from experience we think that the utte of the 
hood in the early stages of training saves time, and that it should 
not be left off till the hawk is thoroughly at home on the fist. 
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and feei thereon without hesitation. When first the hood is 
taken off it should be done by candle-light, and the hawk 
should be carried till she recovers her first alarm at being bare¬ 
headed. She must then be placed in a dark room, on the 
perch, and taken on hand therein for half an hour or so in the 
morning before she is'brought into the daylight. As soon as 
-she will sit pretty quietly on the hand, she should be carried 
at intervals for the whole day. Every time she is,taken on to 
the fist a reward of meat should be given her. She should 
gradually be taken among all the strange people, sights, or dogs 
that can be found, and in fact accustomed to everything 
that is unusual. An hour or two in the village blacksmith’s 
forge, with all its strange sights, sounds, and constantly changing 
succession of visitors, is admirable training, provided that her 
food be given her at intervals, so that she may learn to pull 
away at a meal amongst all these disturbing influences. Colonel 
Delme Ratcliffe most wisely advises carrying a hawk in the gas¬ 
lit streets of a crowded city—an e.vcellent means of taming her 
where it can be carried out. In fact, as Bert phrases it, ‘She 
shall be well assured to finde no other perch than the fist, from 
the time I rise till I goe to bed, when she shall goe with 

Very soon, if the hawk be well handled by her master and 
not frightened by any harsh treatment either by look or by 
deed—for goshawks watch their carrier’s eye and are very sen- 
.sitive to it—she will become very tame, and show but little 
fear of strangers. Long ere this stage is arrived at she will 
have learned to jump to the fist the instant she sees food, and 
have begun to come to it when held out to her in the expecta¬ 
tion.of being fed. 

She should now be called to the hand in- a long string out 
of doors. It is better that .she be set on the ground for these 
le.ssons; she will come the more readily, and it will not .tend to 
get hef into the habit of taking perch in a tree .ifter a flight— 
this should always be discouraged. The fi.st is the home of ihe 
go.shawk, and she should never be allowed to fly quarry from 
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any other position, however tempting it may be to do'so when 
she is well placed. As soon as she comes readily to the fist 
the distance may be increased very rapidly, till she will come as 
fa# as she can see her master in enclosed country; in fact, if 
hungry she probably will not allow him to go a hundred yards 
from her. Gosha^vks, for all their wild savage nature, when so 
thoroughly toied are very affectionate birds, and learn to know 
their trainfi^ery well. They should be used to a short cry or 
call when they are coming to the fist, and ,it will often bring 
them up when in a wood or covert where their owner cannot 
see them. 

They can now be entered at the quarry they are to fly; 
females are generally-used for rabbit hawking, and this is on 
the whole the best purpose to which goshawks can be put in 
England. A few live rabbits must be obtained, and having 
carried the hawk for an hour or two, and when she is sharp 
set, a rabbit must be offered her. She will almost certainly 
take it, when it should be instantly killed by the thrust of a 
knife, and the hawk well fed on it. The next day she will be 
ready to fly a bagged rabbit in a good place, and then may try 
a wild one. Should she feil to take it, it will be wise to give 
her an easy bagman, feed her on it, and make a fresh essay 
next day. 

Rabbits lying out in old pasture give , the best and most 
dashing flights, especially where there are a few bushes, &c. for 
them to dodge in. Great sport may be had in summer even¬ 
ings, when the rabbits feed a long distance out from the covert, 
by creeping between them and the wood, when one or more 
will be seen to squat, and may be taken in detail and 
captured, each one so noiselessly as not to alarm the others. 
In fact, a good goshawk in full training is very deadly indeed. 
The number killed by her need only be limited by the time her 
master spends on her, and the more she has flown the more 
trustworthy she wi^ be. In 1877 we killed 112 rabbits'in two 
months with one goshawk, never using her more than three 
days a week. During this period ten was the greatest number 
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same way as raljljits, to which they should be at first entered, 
'rhe next attcmjjt must be at a leveret, found in a good place, 
and if it be taken, an old hare may be attempted; but a hawk 
ifiust be kept entirely to hares, for one that is frequently used 
for taking rabbits will soon learn to refu.se the more powerful 
quarry. 

A good h$wk will always get her quarry fast by the head, 
when it is tlmost powerless in her grip, which is tremendous. 
We have often seen a goshawk with one foot over the head of 
a rabbit, plant the other across his loins and, almost before we 
could stoop down to kill poor bunny, he has turned over dead, 
killed almost instantaneously by the simple grip of the hawk’s 
terrible feet. A very stout glove must be worn when carrying - 
a goshawk, or the hand will not only be injured, but the whole 
arm numbed by the pressure of her claws. 

The male goshawk is very much quicker than the female, 
and will take pheasants well. Young partridges, too, he can 
take, but old ones will generally outfly all but the best. Few 
male goshawks can take rabbits regularly : they too often fail to 
hold them, and so get disappointed. Waterhens and coots, when 
they can be driven from the water, may be killed to a certainty. 
Wild ducks or teal, if they can be stalked, will be taken as they 
rise ; but if once on the wing the gosha-wk has no chance w'ith 
them. Grouse, where they lie well, have been caught in this way. 
In fact, a goshawk in really good ‘yarak,’ or flying condition, can 
be used like a fowling-piece-.^he will dash at and kill almost 
anything that rises within reach of him, provided he can overtake 
it within a certain limited range. Thus, in the list of ‘ various ’ 
quarry that have been killed by one goshawk, now in training, 
we find (besides her legitimate quarry of rabbits and hares) 
pheasants, partridges, wfild duck, rats, squirrels, waterhens, stoats, 
blackbirds, &c. Of actual performances on the part of a male 
goshawk in recent years, we are informed by Mr, Riley, of 
Putley Court, Herefordshire—a gentleman" who has been 
markedly successful with short-winged hawks in a county well 
suited to their capabilities—that he took with his male goshawk 
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(an eyess) in 1886, 26 partridges (all well-grown strong birds), 
10 pheasants, 16 rabbits, 5 landrails, 12 waterliens, and one 
stoat; and with a female bird, in the same year, he killed 136 
rabbits, 4 ducks, 3 waterhens, a pheasant and a stoat—good 
work, indeed, for two hawks, and, as regards the male bird, 
better than has been recorded for some time past. They grip 
their prey firmly on taking it, and are seldom inclined to 
‘ carry.’ Goshawks, though not capable of emulating the fine 
flights of the falcons, are able to show a great deal of sport in 
a country where the higher branches of falconry are impossible. 
Like a good fox-terrier, there is no more delightful companion 
in a morning’s stroll round an ordinary English country-place 
than' a go.shawk in good form on ,the fist of a man who knows 
how to work her. If she be not required, she is no trouble ; 
but if a good chance occurs, almost any game that is likely to 
be met with can be killed with her. 

The determination of a goshawk is something surprising ; 
we have seen one drive downhill at a rabbit, and as it leaped 
four feet in the air to avoid the stroke which grazed it, turn 
over and catch it from underneath while in the air, rolling 
afterwards down a steep bank head over heels, but never 
leaving go her hold. It is not uncommon to see a rabbit 
captured at the mouth of a burrow, and hawk and all disappear 
underground; but when .she is lifted out, however much she 
is knocked about, the rabbit is in her foot. No covert will 
stop them, and they dash between the bars of a hurdle or 
through a me use like a flash of light. 

Goshawks, though easily tamed, if sufficient trouble be 
taken with them, require experience and a considerable know¬ 
ledge of condition to be induced to fly well. They must be a 
little lower in condition than most other hawks, but require a 
good gorge every fifth day, lest they lo.se strength. It is better to 
give them w-ashed meat than to shorten unduly the quantity of 
food, knd w'hen being got into flying order they may be given 
washed meat for as much as a week at a time. It is not 
possible to lay down fixed rules for their management, as the 
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tempers (if individual hawks differ so much. It is easy for the 
falconer who is constantly carrying his hawk, and calling her to 
his fist, to judge if she be keen and fit to fly or not. If she be 
slack-mettled or sullen, he can judge of the cause and govern 
him,self accordingly. It is usele»,to fly a hawk unie.ss she be 
in perfect ‘yarak.’ If not in good order, even the best of them 
will take perch and sulk, appearing absolutely unconscious of 
live rabbits, pigeons, or other lures,, a few feet below her. 
This sulkiness is a great drawback to the use of goshawks, but 
it is the effect of imperfect or insufficient training ; and the 
same hawk which one day spoils an afternoon by her sulky 
refusals to fly will, two days afterwards, behave to perfection, 
and perhaps continue to do so for weeks, if properly handled. 
Na)', even at the height of their ‘ sulks,’ we have seen them 
leave their perch, with live and dead lures below them, and 
follow their master who has made as though he were leaving 
them ! When in true ‘j'arak’ the feathers are set up, as if the 
hawk were cold, the crest is erect, the hawk immovable, gripping 
the fist with a grasp of iron, yet noticing the movement of every 
living thing and ready to dash at it. When not fit to fly her 
feathers lie close to tlie body, she constantly utters a chirp or 
twittering cry, and will bate from the fist, but not at everything 
that moves. When in this condition it is hopeless to fly her. 

Even when in good ‘ yarak ’ a goshawk must be carried for 
an hour or two to get her into flying order on every day that 
she is wanted. If left idle for a day or two, more work will be 
wanted. An hour or two of carriage will work a transformation 
in a hawk that obviously was not fit to fly in the morning. 
Thus a goshawk will require more time to be expended on her 
than a team of four or five peregrines when once they are in 
condition, and two goshawks are as much as any one man can 
manage if he be required to keep both in flying order. 

Goshawks can be kept in-doors upon the screen and out- 
of-doors on the bow-perch (see Chapter VII.) Thfcy are 
dangerous brutes nith other hawks, and must be kept well away 
from them at all times. If convenience admit of it, they should 
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streak of light grey over each eye, speckled, as are the cheeks, with 
minute brown splashes. The bars on the breasts of the adult birds 
differ considerably in width in different individuals. The under 
tail coverts are pure white. 

The sparrow-hawk, or ‘ spar-hawk ’ of our ancestors, is the, 
commonest species that is use^ iri* hawking ; Jt is familiar to 
everyone who knows anything'at all of the ornithology of this 
country. Being a true or ^ort-winged hawk, its training and 
•management are almost identical with that described in the 
foregoing pages as .suitable for the goshawk. But, as the 
sparrow-hawk is a more delicate bird, the severe discipline as 
to diet which is necessary for the goshawk cannot be resorted 
to in her case. They require a great deal of carrying, but 
must be well, fed, as much as possible upon birds, and should 
be given a rift)uthful or two in the morning without any castings, 
as well as the usual meal at night, They are birds of a highly 
nervous organisation, and when first taken on hand will seem 
to be, and in fact are, so absolutely paralysed by terror as to 
. lose all use of their legs. Nothing is to be done but to replace 
them on the fist as often as they fall off, and so steadily to 
inure them to being carried, and then to follow out the course 
of training as before described. 

Although delicate and rather liable to fits, the sparrow-hawk 
is full of dash and courage, and has not so sulky a temperas 
that with which her larger congener is cursed. Instances of 
their dashing through windows to get at caged birds are so 
common as to be hardly Worth recording, and during the 
present year a sparrow-hawk belonging to Mr. Riley took and 
held a pheasant nearly full-grown and three times her own 
weight. In fact, they are most sporting birds, and well worth 
training and using in a country which does not adiBit" of the 
higher forms of falconry. 

Sparrow-hawks can easily be flown at hack in the same 
manner as is prescribed for p§|^rines and merlins, But there 
is no advantage in doing this ,• birds brought up in a large 
room or loft will fly quite as well as those that are hacked. 
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Moreover, they can be well entered at birds while yet in the 
loft, and before they are taken in hand to train. The males 
and females must be kept in different lofts, or the former will 
probably be killed, and in any case they must all be highly fed. 
It will be found that one, or at most two, of these hawks will 
take up the whole of a man’s time, and it is better for the 
falconer to restrict himself to one good bird than to attempt 
too much by trying to train several. 

The female sparrow-hawk will take partridges—even full- 
grown ones—fairly well. In early September she will kill 
many. Formerly they were of no little account for killing 
landrails, which were far better for the table when thus killed 
than if they had been mangled with shot. The best sport to 
be had with them is at blackbirds and at thrushes in large old 
hedgerows, and this is really an excellent flight, requiring much 
skill and management. Two assistants are advisable, and, the 
hedge being beaten and a blackbird marked down into it, the 
falconer, hawk on hand, should make a detour, and having got 
well round the bird, should advance close to the bush where 
it is concealed, while the beaters, one on each side of the hedge, 
advance towards him. The blackbird is thus well between the 
two fires, and if the beater on the opposite side to the falconer 
is a little in advance of his fellow, and uses his stick well, the 
blackbird is certain to be forced away between the falconer 
and the advancing beater, and so affords a fair good chance 
in the open. Thrushes are more active and not so easy to 
take. 

Sparrow^s and similar small birds may be taken l:iy the 
male or ‘ musket,’ but upon the whole he is not worth training. 
If the female be used for small birds, almost any numljcr may 
be killed Iry her, but the sport is not very good—and if she 
is to fly blackbirds, she must be kept to them and not allowed 
to fly at easier quarry, or she will become slack-mettled. ’The 
late Sir Charles Slingsby—wTose melancholy dcatir liy drowning 
(caused by the overturning of the Newby ferry-boat when he 
was crossing the river Ure during a run with his hounds) is 

Y 
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fresh in the roemory of all himting-meti—vas an excellent 
falconer, and e-sjaecially clever in the usc'of this little hawk. 
VVe have witne.ssed his .skill on various occasions, bu't‘the only 
record wc can find of his performances was a score of forty- 
seven blackbirds with one hawk in 1853. His friend, Mr 
Bower, was also exceedingly ipjpce.ssful with these hawks, and 
(we quote from ‘Falcdgrj.in tl»e Briti.sh Isles’) in 1857 he 
killed 327 head between .^gust 23 and October 20—mostly, 
however, sparrows. In 1858, with another hawk, lie killed, 
in nineteen hawking 46, blackbirds, 36 thrushes, 17 

partridges, ii sparrows,:and i starling—total, in; the best 
day being 6 blackbirds, 3 thrushes, 2 piartridge.s, and 1 sparrow. 
And in 1861 Mr. Bower killed 126 Ijiids in twenty-seven days, 
with a young sparrow-hawk which wasjil-flying order by July 27, 
the —68 blackbirds, 42 thrushes, 5 sparrows, 3 

greeafinclifs, f.'partridges, i wood-pigeon, i sundry. He had 
an excellent hawk in 1865 ; but, though we witnessed some of 
its performances, we have no record of the result But Air. 
Bower was, no doubt, the best and cleverest hand with tbe.se 
delicate little batyks that has attempted to use them during the 
present century. 

For a good inany years after 1866 nothing much has been 
done with the spra'rrow-hawk, until about tbe year 1883, when 
Mr. Riley—whom we have mentioned above as having done 
ver)' good work with goshawks—commenced also to fly sparrow- 
hawks in Herefordshire with great success. Commencing with 
a hawk which took 34 head in the first season in which he 
attempted the sport, he in the year 1887 killed rvith one 
hawk 51 blackbirds, 4 thrushes, 3 partridges, i pheasant, and 
2 small birds —total, 61. Mr. Riley informs us that he only 
uses one beater, and that he frequently lets the ha.WK@ke her 
own stand in trees, and beats the hedge up to her. Mr. Bower’s 
practice was always to have two assistants,, and to so place 
himself that he could ensure hawk a fair chanse at the 
bl&kbird as it crossed the opgn : he never allowed the hawk 
to fly except fi'om his hand, and he never let her go except 
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when she had a chance to kill. Except when he had an inferior 
hawk, he was-most careful never to all.o^v them to take a small 
bird ; but with one that was not good enough for blackbirds 
(and very many are not) he would kill as many .sparrows, &c., 
as he pleased. Mr. Bower and Mr. Riley concur in using the 



lure occasionally to call their hawk out of trees; but Mr. Bower’s 
hawks would nearly always (unless half-fed) come to his hand 
with or without food, and this is the proper way to manage 
short-winged hawks. 

Sparrow-hawks are rather delicate and very liable to fits ; 
the best recipe to preserve them in health is to feed high, work 
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hard, and protect them from cold draughts and damp. If 
fed high without work, they will probably have fits'; but if 
worked too hard without condition' to bear it, they will be sure 
to do so. They are best kept on the bow-perch, and indoors 
on the screen. They must be flown with very short je.sses of 
rather stiff leather, for ordinary jesses are very apt to become 
entangled in hedge.s, cSrc., apd when on the perch a short leash 
or strap, four inches long, should, connect the ordinary leash 
with the swivel, so as to give them room to jump on the perch 
without recoiling on to their long tails, which are ever apt to 
suffer in confinement. 

, In conclusion, sparrow-hawks are the very best of alt hawks 
for the beginner who lives in an enclosed country to try his 
hand at ,; they cost nothing to. procure,-and, if failure be the 
result, tlft loss is not great., If the beginner has the patience 
and perseverance to master the peculiar temperament he has 
to deal wfth, he may be sure that his further efforts in the art 
of falconry will be made infinitely easier to him by this 
experience ; and, if he succeeds in training a good hawk, he 
may have a considerable amount of sport with her, as the 
preceding records will show. 




CHAPTER VI 


CELEHRATED FALCONERS—SCOTCH, DUTCH, AND ENGLISH 
CLUCS—THE falconers’ CLUB—COLONEL THORNTON— 
THE LOO CLUE—THE OLD HAWKING CLUB—AMATEUR 
FALCONERS—FAiMOUS HAWKS—RECORDS OF SPORT. 

The histories of those individuals by whose skill and know¬ 
ledge any sport, science, or art has been maintained will always 
be interesting to those who at a distance of time may follow in 
their footsteps. A few pages describing the men who in recent 
times have kept the art of Falconry not only alive, but have 
now and again fanned its glowing embers into a blaze, will no 
doubt prove of interest to the student of the sport. 

For a history of the falconers of the last century we would 
refer our readers to the introduction to ‘ Falconry in the British 
Isles.’ We will ‘ take up the running’ from the point where 
that work has abandoned the task. Among the chief friends 
of John Anderson the great Scotch falconer, who was born in 
1745 and died in 1833, was one Ballantyne, who was the steward 
at Lord Bute’s residence, Dumfries House,'in Ayrshire, and who 
had at one time acted as falconer to the Earl of Eglinton. 

■ Ballantyne, like his friend, loved a hawk, and his boy Peter was 
trained to carry one as soon as he could stand erect. Peter 
Ballantyne was Irorn in 1798, and at the age of twenty was 
a])prenticed to his father’s old friend, John Anderson, who was 
at that time falconer to the Renfrewshire Subscriiitiun Hawks. 
Mr. Tlenling was the manager of tin's cliil) till his dealli, and 
the head-quarters of the hawks was at his seat, llaroclian (lastle. 
For some years after Mr. Fleming’s death, y\nderson and the 
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iwwks. wit’ll JSaliatityni: to assist him, contimied at Barochatt ; 
Itnt far the last two years of his professiorial life he was in the 
service of the Earl of Morton at Daimahoy. It was during the 
lime of Peter Ballantync’.s ayprenticesliip to him that lie visited 
London in a fancy dress of the period of James 1., on the Occasion 
of the coronation of George IV., in order to present to the king 
a cast of falcons on behalf of the Duke of Athol, who held the 
Isle of Man on that ancient feudal tenure. Very quaint indeed 
was Ballantyne’s description of his master’s appearaiice in this 
‘get up,’ and the old picture at Barochan, -which has been 
engraved (though-impressions are scarce), fully justifies the 
language applied to it by Anderson himself. 

After Anderson’s retirement in 1832, Ballantyne entered 
the service of Lord Carmarthen under John Pells, senior, at 
Huntly Lodge, Aberdeenshire. Both passage haw-k-s and 
eyesses were kept, and great sport wa.s obtained both at herons 
and at game. The finest flight was that at the woodcock, which 
could then be obtained in perfection among the young plan¬ 
tations on Deeside. From Pells Ballantyne learned the Dutch 
method of training hawks, of making hoods, and of using the 
swivel and jesses in lieu of the old heavy varvels, and by com¬ 
bining both systems was able to become the successful falconer 
that, so far as game hawking is concerned, he undoubtedly 

After leaving Lord Carmarthen’s service Ballantyne entered 
that of Sir James Bosw'ell, where he had charge of greyhounds 
as tvell as hawks. At Sir James’s death he was employed by 
Mr. Eiven of Ewenfield, Ajw, and it was in that gentleman's 
service that he was most successful, and showed the great sport 
that is recorded in a previous chapter on game hawking. On 
Mr, Ewen’s death he bec.ame falconer - to Mr. Oswald of 
Auchincruive, in whose service he died in 1S84, a falconer to 
the last, at the age of eighty-six. 

Though he failed a little for the last year or tivo e-f his life, 
so lately as 1880 he was able to show good sport, and probably 
never flew a better hawk than the falcon ‘Pearl,’ which was then 
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in, fine form; but even at the time of his death he had one 
hawk in training, which died on the same day as himself. 

■ A notable family of Scotch falconers have been the Barrs. 
William' Barr, the father of the family, was by profession a game- 
keeper, blit having been bred’ in the good days when a falcon 
or two was a necessary part of the, appanage of a north-country 
gentleman, he had learned the rudiments of management, and 
acquired skill enough to train eyesses for game very successfully. 
His sons all learned the business with aptitude., "William, the 
eldest, was a clever falconer with eyesses, and for some years 
made a living by exhibiting his trained hawks at racecourses 
and similar places, and flying _thehi at pigeons-^a description 
of hawking which cannot however, be sufficiently condemned as 
being degrading to those who practise it, and a'prostitution of 
what is essentially a genuine wild sport. 'William Barr emigrated 
lo Australia in 1853, and is we believe still alive. ‘ Robert Barr, 
the third-son, was trained under his elder brothers "William and 
John, vvas for a time in the service of Captain Salvin and of 
the Maharajah Dhuleep Singh, and eventually became falconer 
to the Old Havyking Club; He remained in their service for 
about seven years, and then entered that of the Marquis of Bute, 
dying soon aftervvards, in the year 1871. 

John Barr, the second son, was, however, the falconer who 
will be best remembered of the whole family, probably also as 
the cleverest profes.sional falconer of this century. John Ban- 
may be said to have been the first of that school of falconers 
who, have been able to combine all the different methods of the 
various countries where hawking is practised. Brought up 
under a Scotch falconer, he was from childhood familial- with 
the method of rearing and training eyesses. As a iad he 
travelled-through,Italy and Syria, with the Maharajah Dhuleep 
Singh, and associated regularly with the professional falconers 
of the East, observing their syslem and bringing his own 
energy dnd'cleverness to bear upon it ; while ye,ar after year 
he v’isitcM Holland to a.<;sist in the catching of hawk.s, and wliat- 
ever the Dutchmen could teach him was at i-ji.s disjrosnl. A 
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real lover of hawks, active and intelligent, it is no wonder that 
lie more thoroughly fathomed the mysteries of catching,, laming, 
and training a hawk than any man we have as yft met. There 
was no quarry that he had not flown at, no kind of hawking 
that was not familiar to him. 

From 1857 to 1865 he was with the Maharajah, during 
which period he may be said to have trained every variety of 
hawk used in falconry, and to have taken every quarry that 
can be killed by means of hawks. After this he became head 
falconer to the Champagne Haw'king Club, who.se head-quarters 
were at the camp of Chalons. A good deal of sport w'as shown 
by Barr at rooks, herons, magpies,, curlew.s, &c. In .1869 the 
club was broken up, but the hawks ivere kept on liy the Comte 
de Aldama, and though Barr subsequently brought them over to 
England, he was still, we believe, in the Count’s service. At 
that time he had several excellent hawks in training,, some of 
whose performances have been referred to on page 286. In 
1869 John Barr, with liis nephew, James Barr, also a falconer, 
made a successful visit to Iceland to capture gerfalcons, 
which, mainly owing fo John Barr’s skill, resulted in his 
bringing home thirty-three, though he was, of course, a 
perfect stranger to the country, and probably had not at 
that time seen a wild gerfalcon. He was next engaged by 
Lord Bute to take the place of his brother Robert, who 
had recently died, but he only remained for a short time in his 
lordship’s service, and after that he gave e.xhibitions of trailed 
hawks at various places, chiefly the Welsh Harp at Hendon, 
after the fashion of his brother William. In 1872 he became 
head falconer to the Old Hawking Club, and showed very 
good sport on the Whits downs. In 1873 he had an excep¬ 
tionally good team of passage hawks, and we may remark 
that he was the only falconer we have seen who succeeded 
in taking peewit.s in the spring with a trained hawk, ’He 
was next engaged by Captain Dugmorej who. organised the 
Falconry Club, to be described hereafter. At this time Barr 
had three under-falconers, and flew hawks in Irelartd, on 
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Epsora Downs, in the grounds of the Jardin d’Acclimatisation 
■ at Paris, an(^ at the Alexandra Palace, near London. It was 
not, however, during this period that Barr’s talents as a sports¬ 
man and a falconer.had the best scope for their display. In 
the summer of 1876 he >vas sent by Captain Dugmore to Nor¬ 
way to catch gerfalcons. Here the old talent came out, for 
though unfamiliar with the country, he came back, after an 
absence of but eight or nine weeks, with ten fine falcons, and 
as many goshawks as he cared to.bring. At catching a wild 
hawk or at recovering a lost bird Barr had no rival; he seemed 
- to know' instinctively where the haw’k rvould be, and rvhat she 
would be about at the time when it suited him to seai'ch for 
her, and somehow or other he generally came back with a 
hawk on his hand. In 1879 Barr entered the service of Mr. 
Evans, of Sawston, Cambridgeshire, and in 1880, after having 
successfully trained and flown some passage hawks at rooks in 
the spring of that year, he died at the age of thirty-ninei As 
skilful in the mews as he was in the field, and that is no light 
word,, it will be many years before such another falconer is 
found to ensure success to the sport of which he rvas so ardent 

With the Barrs and Ballantyne the ancient line of Scotch 
falconers seems to have died out, and though many an in¬ 
telligent ghillie and keeper has shown an aptitude for the 
,, science, and, with the opportunities at their disposal, might 
, sqon have developed into falconers, yet, for the first time W'e 
believe in the history of sport, there is at the present time no 
; Scotch falconer of note ntuv practising the art. 

The Scotch school was, as we have previously said, always 
the exponent of the management of eyesses and of game haw-k¬ 
ing. For many ,y'ear.s, therefore, the Engli.shmen -who cultivated 
. the higher flights at the rookj the heron, and the kite, ■\vith 
passage hawks, were dependent upon the Dutch falconers for 
their servants. \Ve are indebted to Professor Sdilegel’s ‘ Traite 
de Faucoiinerie ’ for an account of the more celebrated of these 
clever trainers and managers of ha->vks. 
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Jan Daa.ms, bom at Valkenswaard in 1744, entered the 
service of i.ord Orford about the year 1772,’^ After Jxird 
Orford’s death lie was engaged by Colonel Wilson, at Didlingtdn 
in Norfolk, and in rfio8, while waiting at C\ixhaveri for a 
jtassage to England after one of his annua! voyages to Holland 
to procure hawks, was arrested by Louis Bonaparte,,then king 
of that country, and was made to rC'organise the mews at Het 
Loo, which had been abandoned since the departure of the 
Statholder William V. in 1795. There he stayed until King 
Louis’s abdication in 1810, when he was summoned b)' Najioleon 
to take charge of the hawking establishment at Versailles. 
This was suppressed in 1813, when Diuims returned to Valken- 
swaard, and died in 1829. 

Frank v.an der Heuvkll was bom at Valkenswaard in 
176(1, and when very young was apprenticed to Frank Daams, 
nephew of Jan Damns. In 1780 he entered the service of the 
Elector of Hesse, where he remained till in 1785 he was engaged • 
at Versailles under M. de Forges, Lieutenant de Cbasses to 
Louis XVI. In 1792 the royal establishment was suppressed, 
and he returned to Valkenswaard. Two years later he joined 
Colonel Thornton, with whom he stayed till 1799, when he 
was hii ed by Lord Middleton, and in 1804 entered the service 
of Sir Robert Lawley. vSubsequently he engaged with Colonel 
Wilsonfrom 1820 to 1828, when he went back to Valkenswaard. 
In 1840 he was taken on by the recently formed Loo Hawking 
Club, and he died in 1845. 

Jan Peels, a pupil of Jan Daams, and with him at the 
time of his detention at Cuxhaven, was also a native of. 
Valkenswaard. After making several voy^ages between Holland 
and England, he returned to the latter country in 1808 (when 
his master was carried off), and was engaged by Sir John 
Sebright and others. About 1814 he hntered Colonel Wilson’s 
service, and was sent for heron hawks to Holland. He returned 
to England in 1815 with Jan Lambert Daankers (wlio had 
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been his fellow-pupil under Jan Daams, and died in 1816). and 
continued to make annual trips till 1827-, being for part of that 
time in the service of Mr. Downes of Gunton (see Sebright, 
‘On Hawking’). He was subsecjuently enagaged bj' Lord 
Carmarthen, afterwards Duke of Leeds, and then by the Duke 
of St. Albans, in whose service he,difed.in 1838. 

Jan Bots, a pupil of Daankers, first came to England as - 
an assistant to Frank van der Heuvell in 1821. From 1S28 to 
1838 he was regularly at Didlington, but on the death of Lord 
Berners he went to .Baron Offemont in France. In 1840 he 
was engaged by'the Loo Hawking Club, and continued in its 
service until 1852, making in'that time one expedition or more 
to Norway to take gerfalcons. . 

Arnold B.ots, brother of the preceding, accompanied 
him oii his voyages to England from 1829, and' was also one 
of the falconers to the Loo Club. 

J-AMES Bots, a third brother, was also in his 5'outh emplo3'ed 
at Didlington, and he subsequently entered the service of 
Colonel Hall at Weston Colville. He then returned to Hol¬ 
land, and was employed by the Loo Club. He established 
himself at Valkenswaard, where he kept the khlken Inn. He 
occasionally visited England, and died about the year 1869. 

' ■ ' ‘John, the elder son of Jan Peels, was born in England, ajid 
adopted .the, English, form of surname, Pells. He succeeded 
his father in the service of the Hereditary Grand Falconer of 
England, the Duke of St. Albiins. M’hen the present Duke 
gave up- all active .participation in the sport of hawking, Pells 
was pensioned off, 'and continued to train and fly hawks at 
Ikrkenheath, in Suffolk. In 1845 he made :m excursion to 
Iceland, to' procure gerfalcons, and brought home fifteen, 
eighti'of which were trained at Loo. He was an excellent 
falconer, \vell known to many of llie present generation, an.d 
always ready to impart his knowie.dge to begiimcrs. He died 
in 1883. 

Adrian .Moli.en-- almost the last of the old''Dutch 
£aiconetS;--was a native tff' Vtilken.swaard, and a jvupil of jan 
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BotH, when in Lord Lerners’s employ from 1833 to 1836. In 
J837 he entered the service of Prince 'I’rautmansdorff, near 
Vienna, wlien he trained liawks, principally for game and for 
the flight at the thick-kneed plover. During his stay he procured 
from Hungary a nest of young .sacre.s, two tiercels, and a falcon, 
which he trained for game. Occasionally, but rarely, he saw 
a wild sacre when flying his hawks. ■ In 1841 he returned to 
Holland, and became head falconer to the king, flying his 
hawks at Loo and working with the falconer employed by the 
Loo Hawking Club. After the abandonment of. the annual 
hawking at Loo, Mollen. returned to Valkenswaard, and since 
then, aided by hi.s-two sorts, has annually caught, and in many 
cases trained, what .pa.s.sage hawks are required by English 
or other .sportsmen. Of his-skill and ability all falconers are 

Paul Mollbn, brother of the last mentioned, was under 
Adrian iMollen when he was at Loo. After the breaking up of 
the king’s stud of hawks he obtained employment at the ' 
Zoological Gardens at Antwerp. ' About the year i860 he was 
engaged as falconer and attendant on his aviaries by Lord 
Lilford. A few years ago he retired, and lives at Oundle in 
Northamptonshire. 

This closes the list of a race of falconers which Sir John 
Sebright wefl describes as ‘sober, industrious men,’ as well as 
clever and patient trainers of hawks. To their skill and care ' 
the art of modern falconry owes much, and it is to be regretted 
that men of this stamp have almost ceased to exist, 

, We have treated above of S&teh falconers and of Dutch 
falconers-.both masters of the art—practising in England 
under Engli.sh masters ; but as yet we have named no English 
falconer. Singularly enough, from -the days of Colonel Thorni 
ton up to the time of the present generation nO Englishman 
professionally has attained eminence in the science of falconry. 

In Colonel Thornton’s ‘Northern Tour’ (1804), his chief fac¬ 
totum seems to have been ‘ William Lawson, Head falconer and 
Inspector-general,’ and from the Colonel’s account he seems 
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to: have been an old and highly valued servant We believe 
he was an Englishman. , But we have to pass from that date 
- to -1870 before we again find, an Englishman similarly well 
qualified and in a position .equally of trust, in the person of 
John Frost, head-falconer .to the Old Harvking Club. Being 
the son of a keeper to, Mr. Newcome,-of Feltwell, Norfolk, 

' Frgst was brought up from childhood among hawks, and 
had the opportunity of learning the intricacies of the art, 
not only from Mr. Newcoihe himself, but from Robert Barr 
{to whom he-acted as ■ .under-falconer at one time), and John 
Pells, -who lived at Lakenheath, hard by.. , In 1872 the present 
writer engaged him for the Old Hawking Club as under- 
i'alconer to John Barr, and in 1873 ^>6 was promoted to the 
post of head-falconer, which he filled to the year 1890, 
During that time he annually visited Flolland to train the 
freshly-caught .hawks of the Club, and under Mollen and his 
assistants had the opportunity to master the Dutch school 

■ of falco.nry, just as his education under the Barrs started 
■. him with ah acquaintance with Scotch methods. Those ■ 

who have seen the sport shown by the Club hawks when under' 
his- charge on Salisbury Plain and Yorkshire, in Kildare, Cork, 
and Wexford, in Sutherland and Caithness, will know that the 
art of falconry had in him an able English exponent. His 
death, at the early age of thirty-six, occurred in September 
I'Sgo, at Langwell in Caithness, where he was engaged in flying 
' 'his hawks on the moors of thC' Duke of Portland, one of his 

■ employers.' Those only who have participated i.n the sport 
shown by the hawks under his care will realise what a loss the 
ancient .science of falconry has sustained by the death of one 
so capable of demonstrating its practice both in the field and, 
in the mew.s‘. 

Even in the last few weeks of his life he had the greatest 
succe.ssin the difficult sport of grouse hawking, killing, although 
in failiflg health, ninety-six gromse betu'een August 12 and 
ix’ptember'6 with four hawks only. He lies buried at Bcrrie- 
:dale. 
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It i:s not too much, to say that, with the exception of John 
Ilair, I'Vost ]ios iiad no rival as an ‘all-round’ falconer during, 
the present century, and it is hard to say what perfection the 
sport, as adapted to modern times arid modern methods, 
might not have attained under his intelligent care and un¬ 
failing keenness. As a fir.st-rate sportsman he excelled, and 
with dog, gun, or hawk was equally good. With an education 
and an intelligence not commonly met with in !)er.sons of his 
station, he was not Only an admirable servant, but an interest¬ 
ing companion, clever at all sports, and as such,' and as a 
friend, he will be most regretted by all those who knerv him be.st. 
Fortunately Frost was not the only English profes.sionalfalconer; 
his brother, Alfred Frost (in the service of Mr. T. J. Mann), 
George Oxer (formerly falconer to Mir. St. Quintin), no\f in the 
.service of the Old Hawking Club, both trained under John 
Frost, are as able to train and fly hawks as either Dutchmen 
or Scotchmen of fifty years ago. James Retford, falconer to 
Major Flawkins Fi.sher, is a pupil of John Pells the younger, 
and is an able falconer, as' also is Cosgrave, now falconer to . 
Lord Lilford, and Peter Gibbs, falconer to the Hon. C. W, ■ 
Mills, M.P. ; and E. Dwyer, in the service of Major Bingham 
Crabbe. But with this short list our account of .living pro¬ 
fessional falconers must close, though other men beside these 
no doubt exist, well able to train and fly a hawk to the satis¬ 
faction of their employers. 

Like many other sports hawking has, especially of late years, 
been most successfully' carried on by means of clubs, or estab¬ 
lishments maintained by joint subscriptions. One of the' first 
of these institutions rvas the Renfrewshire Subscription Hawks, 
to which John Anderson rvas falconer, and which had its head¬ 
quarters at Barochan Castle, the seat of Mr. Fleming, rvho 
seems to have been the master of the hawks until his death 
about 1812, After that event the hawks seem to have remained 
at Barochan for many years with Anderson still as falconer, and 
Sir John Ma.xw'ell of Pollock as master. They would appear 
to have been given up about 1830. ' 
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. A larger and more ambitious establishment was maintained 
at about the same date under the management of Colonel 
Thornton, and is described by him in his ‘Northern Tour’ by 
the name of the ‘ Confederate Hawks of Great Britain ; ’ but it 
was more generally know'n by the name of the Falconers’ Ciub. 
Lord Orford was the president of the club, and apparently its 
manager .both before and after the reign of Colonel Thonitoii. 
The date of the formation of this club is not certain, but it 
would seem to have been started in 1770 or thereabouts, and to 
have been maintained on a high scale, chiefly for kite and heron 
harvking. The falconers w’ete almost entirely Dutchmen, and 
the hawks used passage hawks.. From the chapter on Harvking 
in Norfolk, in Stevenson’s ‘Birds of Norfolk,’ we take the 
followiirg ancient advertisement, which gives a good idea of 
the transactions of the club :— 

■■ ■ - • Swaffliaai ; February 5, 1783. 

HAWKING. 

Earl of Oxford, Manager or this Year. 

The gentlemen of the Falconers’ Society are hereby acquainted 
that the hawks will be in England the first week in March, and 
will begin kite and cro»' hawking immediately on their arrival. 
The quarters are fixed at Bourn Bridge, Cambridgeshire, forty- 
eight miles from London, until the first April meeting, when they 
wfill go to Barton Mills and Brandon until the 31st.May, when the 
season will finish. 

The hawks to be out every Saturday, Monday, and Wednesday 
in each week at ten o’clock, .provided the tveather is favourable. 

. Subscribers are desired to pay in their subscriptions for this 
season on or before the 20th March, to Messrs. Coutts & Co., 
Bankers, in the Strand, London. 

N.B.—The cage consists of 32 Slight falcons, 13 German 
hawks, and 7 Iceland falcons. 

, The ‘German hawks’ w^ere probably goshawks, but tire 
numlrer of these birds seems very large. ‘ Slight ’ falcon was 
a term Kiften used for the peregrine at that date. Colonel 
Thonnori'appears to have taken the management of this clulr 
in 1772, and to, have re-signed it in 1781, when Lord Orford 
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took his place. In that year a handsoine piece of plate in the 
form of a silver-gilt urn, with a hawk killing a hare, well 
modelled on the top thereof, was presented to the Colonel by 
the club. (This urp was exhibited in 1889 at the ‘Sports and 
Arts ’ exhibition at the Grosvenor Gallery by the present Lord 
Orford, who purchased it from a descendant of Colonel 
Thornton.) The inscription on the urn, and the list of names 
which is engraved on it, are interesting as recording something 
of the progress of the chief hawking establishment of a hundred 
years ago, and the names of those who patronised the sport at 
that date. The inscription runs as follows :— 

Col. Thornton, the proposer and manager of the Confederate 
Hawks, is requested to receive this piece of plate from George, 
Earl of Orford, together with the united thanks of the members of 
the Falconers’ Club, as a testimony of their esteem and just sense 
of his assiduity, and of the unparalleled excellence to w'hich, in 
the course of nine years, he has brought them, and when unable 
to attend to them any longer, he made them a present to the 
Earl of Orford. Barton Mills, June 23rd, 1781. 


MEMBERS OF THE CLUB 


Earl of Orford 

Mr. Vaughan 

Mr. Sturt 

Mr. R. Wilson' 

Mr. Snow 

Mr. Musters 

Mr. Smith 

Mr. Barrington Price 

Mr, Stephens 

Mr. Daniel 

Earl Ferrers 

Hon. W. Rowley 

Hon. Thos. Shirley 

Lord Mulgraye 

Sir John Tancred 

Mr, E. Parsons 

Mr. A. Wilkinson 

Captain Grimstone' 

Mr. B. Wrightson 

Captain Yarburgh 

Mr. Drummond 

Earl of Leicester 

Sir Cornwallis Maud 

Mr. Stanhope 

Duke of Ancaster 

Mr. Leighton 

Mr. Williamson 

Mr. Francis Barnard 

Mr. Baker 

Mr. Nelthorpe 

I\lr. W. Baker 

Mr. Potter ' 

Mr. Pierse 

Col. St. Leger 

Mr. Chaplin 

Mr. Serle' 
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Mr. Coke 

Mr. Parkhurst 

Duke of Rutland 

- Mr. Molineux 

Duke of Bedford 

Earl of Surrey . 

Jilr. Lascelles Lascelles 

Sir William Milner 

Mr. Parker 

Sir John Ramsden 

, Mr. Tyssen 

Mr. Royds 

Mr. Molloy 

Sir Richard Simonds 

Mr. Affleck 

Earl of Lincoln 

Mr. St. George 

, Marquis of Graham ■ 

Earl of Eglinton 

Mr. Parsons 

Lord Orford remained manager of the Falconers’ Club till 


his death in 1792. After his death the contro] of the establish¬ 
ment passed into the hands of Colonel Wilson of-Didlington, 
who subsequently became Lord Berners. The hawks were 
kept at High Ash, near Didlington, but as kites became very 
scarce the heron was the chief quarry. The club seems 
to have been carried on and the hawks maintained, to some 
extent at any rate, by subscription up to the date of Lord 
Berners’s death in 183S. Several sketches were made by Sir 
E. Landseer of the hawks , at Didlington, one of which, with 
the date, ‘Didlington, June 30, 1831,’ is in the authors pos¬ 
session. 

Previously to Lord Bernevs’s death herons bad become com¬ 
paratively scarce at Didlington, and what was of even more 
importance, the ground over which hawk.s could be followed 
had become very circumscribed, owing to the breaking up of 
the heath land and bringing it under the plough. Hence it 
occurred to the members of the club that they might find 
better sporr further a-fieUl, and instead of bringing their hawks 
from Holland over to. England to fly .at a qu-arry becoming 
more and more .scarce, they might-go over to .Holland to llieir 
hawks, and-in that country turn them to Itetter advaniage. 
prospec.thtg party iv.as formed of Mr, Sttain. Woitiey and iJk- 
Baron ffOffemont, ivith the re.suit that in 1839 the 1,00 Hawk¬ 
ing Club was'formed. Mr. E. C. Kewromc, of Feltwell. wh.o 
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had for several years been the backbone in the field of the 
Itnglish Clul), became secretary of the new Anglo-I>uteh insti¬ 
tution. In 1839 he appears on the list of the club as its .solitary 
niemSrcr, but in 1840 a goodly number of members was en¬ 
rolled, and at their head were the Prince of Orange, with the 
Princes .Alexander, Frederick, and Henry of the Netlierland.s-- 
of . Englishmen, the Duke.of Leeds, Rev. W. NewconK:^ Air. 
Jeminghani, Lord C. Hamilton, Lord Suffield, Air. E. Green, 
Mr. J. Balfour, and Mr. Knight were early members—and thus 
the Hawking Club was established at the I.oo under the 
protection of his Majesty King .William II., and under the 
presidency of his. Royal Highness Prince Alexander of the 
Netherlands. 

With the establishment of the Loo Hawking Club there 
came to am end the old Falconers’ Club of England, which for 
.some sixty-six years had maintained the sport with no little 
success and prestige. It had carried on the art of falconry from 
the days when the kite and bustard were quarry readily found 
on our wolds or warrens, till the heron was the only flight left 
of those which were deemed most worthy of pursuit. But from 
its ashes a worthy successor had arisen, and the Loo Club was 
destined to carry the sport to a pitch of excellence never before 
achieved. The establishment of the club consisted as a m!e 
of twenty-two falcons, that of the king twenty-two more with 
their attendants, and with such a staff success became merely 
a question of opportunity. The sport that was shown has 
been related in the chapter on heron-hawking, to which branch 
of falconry the club^solely confined its operations. In the 
eight seasons during which it lasted nearly 1,500 herons were 
taken by hawks, and never has hawking been managed, so 
skilfully or on so princely a scale. Of the hawks that were 
most successful the best were a falcon called ‘Bull-Dog,’which 
had the character of rarely needing to make more than three 
stoops at any heron. Mr. Newcome used to speail: of this 
falcon as the best heron hawk he had ever met ivith. Next to 
her came a famous cast of falcons, ‘Sultan ’ and ‘De Ruyter,’ 
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which after their first season as club hawks became Mr. 
Newcotne’s own property;. This cast of hawks, always flotvn 
together, took in 1843 fifty-four, and in 1844 fifty-seven herons, 
firesides many rooks in England'. 'De 'Ruyter’ was ultimately 
lost at- Feltwell while rook hawking, but ‘ Sultanadorn.s the 
•splendid collection of .stuffed birds which Mr. Newcome formed 
at Hocktyold, set up as his hands alone could do it. Besides 
these a ger-tiercel called ' Morock ’ was noteworthy. 

Among the Englishmen who tvere members of the club rve 
find, besides the names already quoted, those of Mr. Stirling 
Crawford, Lord Alvanley, Lord-Chesterfield. Mr. Thornhill, Mr. 
Ered. Milbank, I.ord Strathmore, Hon, C. filaynard, Hon, C, L. 
Fox, and Hon. C, Fitzwilliam. In 1853 the club came to an 
end ; the royal patronage tvas withdrawn, and its head-quarter.s 
at Loo ceased. - For the next ten years after that date the 
maintenance of falconry in- England was due chiefly to the 
efforts of Mr. hfewcome, who, himself the ablest and most 
sldlful amateur-falconer of the present century, was ever ready 
to assist beginners or to further the sport of those -who were 
already entered to the sport. Few of the mature falconers of 
the present day do not otve something of their success to his 
kindly assistance and advice, or -to his experience, wfiiicli was 
ev'er at their disposal. During this period Mr. Newcome, who 
could not always procure passage'hawks from Holland, suc¬ 
ceeded in taking heroins on the passage with one or two eyess 
falcons, a feat never before achieved, but possibly never 
attempted, nor perhaps one of .special difficulty, since a really 
good eyess is as good as the average passage hawk, but it is 
necessary to train and to discard many before one sufficiently 
good i.s obtained. At this time also Mr. Newcome practised 
game hawking—of which, however, - he was never very .fond 
—and was also very successful with merlins at kuk. 
hawking, which sport he ranked next to the iliglt;; at the 

In 1863 the Hon. C, Duncombe, with Robert Barr as his 
falconer, commenced rook hawking on Salisliury Biain, con- 
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jointly with Major I'isher ; and the year following, finding that 
the management of the hawks, which was left on his hands, 
^¥as fnore than he could attend to, a club was organised which 
grew and prospered as the present Old Hawking Club. The 
original members in 1864 were : 

The Hon. C. Buncombe Mr. E. G. Newcome 

Lord Lilford Mr. Amherst 

The Maharajah Dhuleep Col. Brookslrank 

Singh A. E. Knox, Esq. 


Robert Barr continued as falconer, and the chief sport of 
the club was then, as now, shown on the Wilts downs in March 
and April, rook hawking. A little heron hawking was done 
in Norfolk in May after the hawks returned thither each year, 
and some good ■srork was done at grouse, chiefly in Perthshire 
on moors taken by the Maharajah Dhuleep Singh. In 1871 
falconry in England sustained a severe blow by the death 
of Mr. Newcome at the comparatively early age of sixty, and, 
under that shock and other difficulties, the fortunes of the 
■club for a brief while tvere at a low ebb. But in 1872 it was 
reorganised on a rather larger basis. The Wiltshire downs 
were again visited, and in that autumn a peculiarly fine team 
of passage hawks , w'as got together. John Barr had been 
engaged as falconer, and the present writer succeeded Mr. 
Newcome as secretary and manager: The area of operations 
became somewhat extended. A first-class team of hawks, 
eyesses, and passage hawks has ever since 1872 been 
maintained, suitable for every description of hawking.: The 
annual two months' visit to the Wiltshire downs has been* kept 
up as the leading feature of the club’s sport j and the great 
kindness and liberality of a large body of owners and occu-. 
piers of land on the open downs of Salisbury Plain has 
enabledIhe,club to establish itself on a tract of countrywide 
enough to show sport 'everyday without doing damage.to any¬ 
one. Besides this, the hawks and their falconer are at. the 
disposal of any member of the club who desires to use theni 
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during any part of the year, and thus the green jackets of 
the tiiembers and their servants have become well known in 
Kildare,' in Wexford and in Cork, in Sutherlandshire and 
Caithness, in Yorkshire and iri Hants, in fact wherever hawking 
could be carried on in the United Kingdom, while it is only 
the lack of time and leisure that has prevented them from 
carrying the sport yet further afield in response to numerous 
invitations. Of the sport which has been shown we have 
treated to some extent under the various heads .of game and 
, ropk hawking. The total number of head of quarry killed of 
all sorts is very large, but perhaps the return of the year 1887 
may serve as a specimen of the sport carried on by the club ; 

Magpies 
Grouse 
Black game 
Partridges 
Rabbits 
Pheasants 
Hare . 

. • 576 

• During the year 1890 244 rooks were killed in the spring 
and 95 grouse between August 12 and September 6, when 
game hawking came to an end temporarily, owing to the 
death of the falconer, John Frost. 

Duritig the period of its existence the club has owned many 
hawks ,of marked excellence. One of the first that is worthy. 
of mention was an e5’ess tiercel called ‘Druid,’ trained 1111864, 
which, after a visit to Ireland and being entered to magpies, 
was flown regularly at rooks-for some three, seasons on Salis¬ 
bury Plain, as we have already stated svhen treating of rook 
hawking.’ We have not known an eye.ss tiercel to repeat 
- this feat since the days of ‘"Druid,' though in recent limes Mr. 
St. Quintin has trained and flown one or two at gulls that would 
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in our opinion have been equal to any performance that a 
tiercel is capable of. 

In 187 2, among others of a remarkably good team of hawks one 
falcon called ‘ Empress ’ w'as trained, and for general excellence 
has hardly been surpassed, H er record of 63 rooks in one season 
has not yet been beaten. She rvas flown for three seasons, and 
died from an accident. Ini 876—a remarkably stormy spring— 
a passage hawk called ‘ Bois-le-duc,’ from the name of the place 
where the hut at tvhich she was taken is located, formed part of 
the consignment sent to the club. Probably thi.s falcon i.s the be.st 
that has been trained since the days of the famous ‘ Bull Dog' 
of the Loo Club., Troublesome at first to enter, when once 
she took to rooks she killed no less than 60, missing but one. 
flight. It seemed impos,sible to give her slips that were too 
long or for a gale to blow strong enough to: stop her, and the 
magnificent style of her flying and stooping left nothing to be 
desired. She was flown for five seasons, in three of which .she 
made the highest score of rooks killed against any of the other 
hawks, and eventually w-as given away as a pet. Another 
excellent servant ivas the falcon ‘Elsa.l This falcon is 
especially remarkable for her excellence at all sorts of quarry, 
A passage falcon trained in 1886, she killed by far the highest 
score of rooks in her first three seasons, and was not far 
behind the best in 1889 and 1890. While in her second 
season she was entered to grouse, and has each year since then, 
proved herself to be one of the most perfect game hawks that 
it is possible to fly, steady, tractable, and as high a mounter 
as can be procured. In the spring of 1890 she killed 35 
rooks, and in the autumn 31 grouse, nor does the flight at 
the one appear to interfere in the least with her keenness to 
take to the other quarry when the time comes. In all 186 rooks 
and 123 grouse have been killed by this falcon, besides many 
sundries. ‘Elsa’ w'as lost at I.,angwell in the autumn of rSgi. 

‘Vesta,’ an eyess falcon from Culvercliff, Isle of Wight, 
has been spoken of when describing game hawking. As a 
grouse hawk she is nearly perfect for killing, but lacks a little 
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of the perfect style of the passage hawks with which she has 
been generally flown. This falcon was flown chiefly at grouse 
(though a great number of sundries were killed by her, as well 
as partridges in one or two years). For nine successive seasons 
she visited Scotland, and her average score for each season 
is 33. She died in the winter of 1890. 

The remarkable score made in 1882 by an eyess falcon, 
‘Parachute,’ is recorded when treating of game hawking in 
Chapter II. This was a very steady high-mounting tractable 
falcon, easily worked, and thus very deadly. She was in 1882 
two years old. Nor must the ger-tiercel ‘Adrian,’ trained 
in 1878, be forgotten when speaking of hawks perfect in 
style. 

Of tiercels two very good passage hawks were trained in 
1873, ‘The Earl’ and ‘The Doctor.’ These tiercels were the 
only two trained hawks -with which we have succeeded in taking 
wild peewits in March. Many excellent magpie and partridge 
hawks have been trained, among which ‘ Cabra ’ and ‘ Meteor ’ 
will long be recollected by members of the club. ‘ Shamrock ’ 
and ‘Shillelagh,’ two Irish tiercels (eyesses), were flown in 
the autumn of 1873, in Kildare and Wexford chiefl5c These 
two formed an almost perfect cast of magpie hawks, and 
•with them the smallest field could kill a magpie. It was 
beautiful to see how perfectly the two little hawks under¬ 
stood the whole game, and to vratch how they divided the 
labour, one always mounting high and remaining steady at a 
lofty pitch, so as to dominate the magpie and command every 
point by which he could escape, while the other at a lower 
pjitch would drive at the quarry every moment that the white 
wing fluttered, and either drive him below the fatal [)itch of 
his comrade or else seize him for himself These tactics never 
failed, and the two hawks rarely omitted to ado[)t them, and 
would exchange roles as often as flights were found ff)r them. 
A, ye.'ir or two afterwards a cast of tiercels, ‘ Buccaneer ’ and 
‘ Mietcor,’ killed in thirteen days 4.;). magpies on similar 
ground. Such performances as these have no doubt been 
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cqtwlled over and over again by hawks beionging to private 
individuais.' They arc set down here Him])iy as a record of wHat 
has been done with hawks within our own knowledge, and in 
order to jtrovc w'liat can be done'in the wat'of modern falconry 
by anyone who win, devote that time and care to it which is 
necessary for the attainment of excellence In any kind of sport. 

The member.s of tire Old Harvking Club in 1S90 were as 
follows :— 


Lord Lilford 
Mr. F. Newcorae 
Rev. W. Newcome 
Mr. W. H. St Quintin 
Earl of Londesborough 
Mr, B. H, Jones. 


Duke of St. Albans 
Duke of Portland 
Hon, E. W. B. Poitman 
Col. Watson 
-Mr. A. Newall 
Hon. G. Lascelies, 

, ■ Manager and Secretary. 


Honorary .Members 

Hon. Cecil Duncoinbe Col. Brooksbank 

Hon. G. R. C. Hill Mr. F. H. Salvin 


The objects of the club have ever been to promote falconry, 
first, by keeping up 'a first-class establishment of hatvks for 
every description of hawking ; secondly, to train young men 
and boys as falconers under an able man ; and, thirdly, by every 
year getting a fresh lot of hawks and by drafting out at the end 
of each season all but a few- favourites of t'ery high class, to keep 
up the supply of well-trained hawks available for the public. In 
this tvay many beginners have been assisted when first taking 
up falconry, by obtaining a perfectly trained hawk at about her 
original cost price, and even if they have found that an edu- 



CHAMPAGNE HAWKING 6- FALCONRY CLUBS 345 

cated hawk is not as easy to handle as a barrel-orgaii, still they 
have, been able to make a better start-than by those crude 
efforts at ‘ training a hawk for themselves' which result in the 
death of the subject to be trained and the hopeless disappoint¬ 
ment of the trainer. . 

A club on rather similar lines was started in France in 1866 
under the title of the ‘Champagne Hawking Club,'' with M. 
Alfred fVerle as president, other members being M. Pierre 
Pichot, Comte de Montebello, ■\'hcomte de Grandmaison, 
Comte Alphonse de Aldama, Count le Couteulx de Canteleu, 
&c. John Barr tvas head falconer, and the country mainly 
resorted to was in the plains near ChMons. A large establish¬ 
ment ivas kept up, and a sincere desire was shown to follow 
the best tradition's of falconr)' ; but in 1869, owing to various 
circumstances, the club came to an end, though the esta¬ 
blishment 'was maintained for a year or so longer bt' the 
Comte de Aldama. ' But the good wFich the club did in 
reviving falconr)' in France may be traced by the e.vistence in 
that country of more than one excellent and able falconer who 
aright perhaps never have taken to the sport had it not been for 
the fillip administered at a critical moment by the organisa¬ 
tion of so good an establishment as that of the Champagne 
Club. 

' In 1878 an English club was promoted on an ambitious 
scale by Captain I'. S. Dugmore under the title of the 
Falconry Club. I'he head-cjuarters of the club were fi.xed at 
the Alexandra Palace, Muswell Hill, near London, where the 
hawks, sometimes forty in number, were kept on view and were 
occasionally flown to the lure or at bagged pigeons for tiro 
public amusement. Branches were irroposed to be established 
in France, Ireland, Spain, Hollarid and Belpiuiu : four or fi\ e 
falconers were engaged, and a large number of hiurks of all 
kinds ordered and procured. 'PliC scale of fjpemiion.s -rra.s so 
large ai to be unwieldy, and the method of carrying out the 
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iiiml of Mr. J'j, ff.artmg, who acted as secretary and devoted 
nuidi iiouUe ;u?d ume to the (lerfecting of the arrangements, 
l)iit after a brief period of.life the clulj was broken up and the 
t-Uhhdiu-n >it (.itlerid. ■ ' 

Jtesjdcs cliitrs, there ;vre various private establishments iri- 
the United Kingdom, a.s wel! as many amateurs who keep a 
lc« hauks aliKh they man.igc themse-Hxs, in some aeses, with 
marked ability, and sliow very great sport on a small scale: 

A private mews has for very many yeans been kept up iiv 
Lord ],ailord, whose falconer was, as .stated previously, Paul 
Afollen, and subseauentiy Ed. Co.sgrave. Falcon.s have beer. 
SQCcesshiJly taken on the jiassage in the autumn as they 
migrate over Northampton.shire, and indeed we believe the 
hut placed there has rarely failed to secure one or two when 
the attempt has been made in earnest. Although the country 
about lalford is not jjarticulariv well .suited for the sport, Lord 
Lilford stands high as one of our oldest ^nd ablest falconers, 
and the ancient .sport owes no less m these modern times to 
his munincence and energetic support than it did in theda)-.? of 
a former generation to the support of Lord Orford or Berners. 
.Tt is not too much to .say that the maintenance of fakonry of 
the higher class in Pfngland during the last hundred years .is 
due to the three noblemen named above, together with .Mr. 
E. C. Newcome, ■ At the piresent day the sport is wider spread ; 
fresh enthusiasts spring up from year to year, and falconry no 
longer depends, as for so many years it did, upon the mainte¬ 
nance of one single establishment which in its turn was depen¬ 
dent on the liberalities of its principal patron. 

Among amateur falconers Mr, ^Vh H. .St. Quintin, of 
Scampston Hall, Yorks, has been veiy prominent. He has 
had special success both in game hawking and in the flight at 
seagulls, and i.s seldom without a cast or two of tiercels of 
superior excellence. For many years his falconer was George 
0 .\er, formerly under-falconer to the Old Hawking. Club, who 
has now returned to tliat establishment as head falconer, his 
place being ttiken by young Charles Frost, 
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Major Fisher’s establishment is one of the oldest now in 
England. He has principally devoted himself to game hawking, 
especially at grouse, but has annually visited the downs in the 
spring for a brief season at rooks. For the first years of his 
hawking career Major Fisher chiefly confined himself to eyesses, 
of which he trained some very superior hawks, especially those 
taken from Lundy Island. But of late years he has adopted 
the passage falcon for game as -well as for other flights, although 
his original predilections were in favour of eyesses alone for 
this flight; and we have the Majohs authority for saying that 
he has found the passage hawk as superior for game as he had 
already proved her to be at other quarry, especially in the case 
of a famous falcon called ‘ Lady Jane Grey,’ which he has 
flown for some eight seasons. His falconer for many years 
past has been James Retford. 

Another well-known establishment is that of Mr. T. J. Mann, 
of Hyde Flail, Sawbridgervorth, who with Alfred Frost for his 
falconer has had much sport in Norfolk and Herts both rvith 
peregrines at rooks and game, and with a famous goshawk 
known as ‘The Shadovr of Death.’ 

Colonel Watson and Mr. Bingham Cralrbe have also a 
joint mews in Ireland, w'ith E. Dwyer as falconer, now located 
in Ireland. And in that country lives also a veteran falconer, 
Mr. W. Corbet, of Rathcormack, Cork, to whom many a 
beginner is indebted for assistance. Mr. Corbet had a fine 
acquaintance with the numerous eyries of Ireland, and in some 
years reared and hacked a great number of hawks, which were 
often at the disposal of those to whom he thought they would 
be of good service. 

The Flon. C. W. Mills has also a mews of hawks at Mul- 
gravc Castle, Yorks, under the charge of Peter Gil)l)s, Init the 
principal work done hitherto has l)een witli the goshawk at 
rabbits. 

He.sirlcs these gentlemen, many amateurs as stated above 
train their own hawks, among whom may i)e (|U(;te<l llie 
veteran Mr. F. Salvin, one of the authoi's of ‘ IhiJconry in the 
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British Isles,’ Mr. A. Newall, Major Anne, and Mr. E. Riley,’ 
whose sriccc.sse.s with the short-winged hawks have already been 
referred to. Nor is the church ill-represented among the ranks 
of falconers, for the. successes, of the Rev. W. Williinott in the 
difficult branch of gull haw'king have been mentioned -when 
describing that sport, while all readers of the ‘Fiyld’ are familiar 
witli the writings of the Rev. G. E. Freeman, under the nom- 
de-guerre of ‘Peregrine,’ dealing chiefly,with game hawffiing 
w’ith eyesses, and with the training of merlins. 

Even this.brief list of tlie better-known amateuns will show 
that English hawldng is in no moribund condition. Very 
rarely does a sportsman who has once taken it up abandon it 
during his life, and though from theuiature of the sport, and of 
the country requisite for it, it can never .become generally 
jropular, we believe that as it is already the most ancient, so it 
will continue to be one of the most enduring of the field .sports 
in which mankind takes delight. 
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CHAPTER VII 

GENERAL MANAGEMENT — MEWS—BLOCKS — PERCHES — BOW- 

PERCH -BATHING — CONDITION-FEEDING — CASTINGS- 

. IMPING-MOULTING-VARIOUS DISEASES—GENERAL HINTS. 

The first consideration of a falconer will naturally be to pro¬ 
vide him.self with a ‘mews/ or place to keep his hawks in. 
AJniost any stable or loose box will do for this, and elaborate 
buildings are rather to be shunned. The requirements are : 
first, that it be. well ventilated, but quite free from draughts ; 
second, that it can be made dark at any time. The best mode 
of ventilating is what is known as a ‘ Tobin ’ tube, by which plenty 
of air is admitted without either light or draught, combined with 
' a ventilator in the roof which can be closed. 'Wien the place 
is made dark, hawks will remain still, and .can. be left for the 
night without any fear of their jumping or fidgetting during the 
early morning hours. The ‘ mews ’ should be kept as dry as 
possible, and for this purpose one of the little slow-combustion 
stoves known as a ‘‘Tortoise’ .stove is exceedingly useful, and. 
though anything like coddling liawks i,s undesirable, still U is 
a good plan when they are getting no exercise at all to give 
them a little extra warmth, and the .stove keeps the whole place 
dry. The perch may be arranged in the mews Just a.s i.s mosi 
convenient to the sha])e of the building; a vet)’ good plan ls 
place it round the house, parallel with the walls, and not less 
than three feet froih them. It should be four feet Ingh. ami ir- 
liest made of a rough larch jjole ividi the bark on it. In aii)- 
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case it must not be too smooth, lest the hawks slijtolf it.' On 
the undcr-sidc of the perch is nailed a piece of stout canvas, 
(whence it is often called the screen). This is best nailed 
firmly along the pole, with the. rise of leather washers to pre¬ 
vent the canvas from tearing at the nail-holes. At intervals of 
about eighteen inches can be tvorked la%e eyelet holes, through 
wfiiich the leashes can be passed, so as to tie round the 
perch. If it is jtreferred, the nails'can .be‘put in at intervals of 
about eight inches, so as to allow, theTeash tp be passed 
between the canvas and the perch \ but by the firstinamed plan 
the canvas w'ill last twice as long. The object of the screen'is, 
first, to make sure that a haw'k that has bated off the jterch 
w'ill certainly attempt to regain her position on the same side 
that she came off from, and so will not get her jes.ses twisted 
round the pole ; secondly, it enables a hawk that is not very 
active, to struggle to the perch again by getting a hold -with 
her claw’s in the canvas. This perch is in universal use in¬ 
doors and is perfect for passage peregrines, merlins, or the short- 
w'inged hsw-ks; but eyess peregrines, being less active, cannot 
safely be placed on the perch at first, though most of them 
will gradually become used to it. ■ A sick haw'k should never 
be placed on any perch from which it can possibly be hung. 

A bed of sand, three inches thick, should be placed beloiv 
the perch, and that part which is foul must be remo%’ed every 
morning. If sand is not procurable, saw'dust can be used ; but 
in that case great care must be taken lest any of it find its rvay 
on to the hawk’s food, especially if it be deal sawdust, which 
contains turpentine. 

In fine weather hawks must be kept in the open air as 
much as possible, and every day, before they are flown, should 
be placed out at least for an hour or tw'o to ‘ weather.’ If put out 
for this purpose by seven o’clock in the morning they should be 
well weathered and ready to fly by eleven o’clock at latest, and 
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those which are so inclined will have bathed and got thoroughly 
dry ; but when hawks are being flowar every day, and perhaps 
late in the' day, they cannot be so. fed as to be ready early the 
next morning, and therefore, wdien the same lot of hawks are 
being daily used,, the sport must take place in the afternoon for 

The blocks on which hawks are kept in a garden or on a 
iawn are made, in different rvays, but the best pattern is the 
simplest and the cheajtest of all. Take a plain simple log of wood 
with the bark upon it, saw into lengths fourteen inches long and 
six inches in diameter ■: drive into the base thereof an iron 
.spike ten incbe.s long, the end' of which is then sharpened so 
as to be driven into the ground and thus hold the block firmly. 

' Into the centre of .the top' drive ah iron staple, to tvhich the 
leash is to be tied, and for a few pence a block is produced 
that cannot be surpassed for all practical purposes. Hardwood 
of any kind is the best, for fir decays, loses its bark, and rots from 
■the staple, rvhich may thus -ivax loose. Birch with the bark on 
it makes a very neat, pretty-looking block, and a very durable 
one ; while holly, if it can be obtained of large enough size, is 
almost imperishable and very neat. Both blocks and.perches 
have been devised of various and more or less complicated forms. 
Blocks -ivliich revolve and blocks tvhich do not '; -^vith fixed staples 
■ and w'ith revolving rings (which have been Icnowm to break, .and 
w'hich invariably jam). .Blocks of the shape of rvine-glas,ses on 
stems, of whne-glasses without stems, and of -ivine-glasses upside 
do-vvn, are all recommended by their various inventors ; but the 
only advantages we could ever see ip them are those which 
are obtained by the turner and the carpenter, tvho are able to 
charge roundly for then- manufacture ! 

. . Shortrwinged hawks, and also merlins, are better kept on 
' the bow-perch which is figured on p. 323. ' This is best made 
- of a simple piece of hazel or ash, shaved on the .lower side to 
make it bend readily, and kept in its position .by a stout piece 
of iron wire bent round the bow and .securely fastened, 'bhe 
ends of the bow .should be shod with iron, .so as to fac driven 



FAI.CONHY 


ijila l,he ground, and a,stout iron j)in, at least ten inches jong, 
must: he run on to the wire anid driven into the ground in the 
centre of the perch as an extra safeguard. A. ring, large enough 
to run over the perch withfreedom, is put on to the 
l)ow fjefore the wire is made fast, and to this hasvk's leash 
is tied. So long as this ring is large enpagh to run freel}' there 
is no fear of the hawk ever becoraj^ fj^St'or hung up in any 
way. . c 

An iron perch similar to the bow'HpeiEh, and figured on_ 
p. 353, has been invented Iry Capt. SalV^. tdthisperch a small . 
space for the hawk to sit upon is padded with leather. It is a 
very useful handy perch for travelling, and answers well, hut for 
permanent use at home the old wooden bow-is a more natural 
and comfortable resting-place for a hawk. . A canvas screen is 
sometimes fitted to the’ inside of the bowiperch on an inner 
bow of wire, between which and the perch the rinj runs, 
do )iot know that there is any special advantage in this arrange- 
meirt, for if the running ring be large and loose enough it will 
never jam, and the hawk cannot get entangled by any possi¬ 
bility. 

The blocks are best placed ujjon grass and frequently 
moved, and in very dry weather it should not be c!o.sel}- 
mown, or feathers will suffer. Where space is confined and 
blocks cannot be .daily moved, it is a good plan to cut a circle 
-in the turf all round the block and fill it with'sand, which should 
be changed at least every other clay : liawdcs may be kept neat 
and clean in a very small garden in this-manner. 

Peregrines and goshawks can be kept out of doors-ih almost 
all weathers, but'with valuable birds we think it is.better to keep 
them in the me-ws at night, and tvhen this is done it is wiser 
not to -put them out in cold windy rveather or in gales with 
rain. Simple cold without wind rarely hurts, hawks, and to 
wet they are almost impervious, unless it is accompanied by a 
gale ; but it is not the nature of a wild hawk, hardy as«slie is,do 
expose herself to the full stress of bad weather, and it is not 
right to tie hawks dowm in a place w'here they cannot obtain- 
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the shelter their own instinct would teach them 
themselves. 

The author of ‘ Falconry: its History, Clair 
mends the use of a lean-to shed agamst a wal 
ends but open in front, as a sheltered and con-c 
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Hawks must not be exposed to the full heat of the sun in 
midsummer. We have known more than one killed in this 
wmy. ■ ■ _ 

As a rule, cats, foxes, &c. will never meddl-Q with hawks 
on their blocks, but stray dogs must be guarded against. In 
‘ Falconry in the British Isles ’ it d.s .stated that turkeys and 
peacock.s will attack hawAs that are tied they' feay possibly be 
dangerous,-but we have never known a case of the kind, and 
have kept hawks on a lawn with peacocks and turkeys running 
among them for a long time. But we have knowm these birds, 
and very many others, to attack a hawk that had Imought down 
her quarry close to them and ivas busily engaged in killing, and 
no time must be lost by the falconer in ‘making in ’ to his, 
hawk under these circumstances.^ 

A bath should be offered to each hawk every fine day in 
summer, and twice or thrice a week in winter. -'Some hawks, 
especially’eyesses, will not'fly at all till after they have bathed. 
A large tin milk-pan makes a very fair bath, but a .shallow- 
round tub of w'ood about twm feet six inches in diameter and 
four inches deep , is" better, especially if the edge be wide 
enough for the hawks to perch on before they enter the 
w-ater. It is a good plan to sink the bath in the ground. 

When travelling, flower-pots inverted make capital blocks, 
and the falconer w-ill have a store of stout iron pins with a ring 
in the head to which he can tie his hawks down. . These pins 
should be at least ten inches long and five-eighths of an inch in 
thickness. Hawks travel on the ‘box .cadge ’ described it 
Chapter I., and if brailed they can be carried about by rail or 
otherwise with no more trouble than a hamperful of pigeons. 
A temporary perch Can generally, be rigged up in some stable, 
and it is a good plan to have Canvas ready prepared, in short 
lengths, and with a strap and buckle to fasten it to the perch, 
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by which means any pole is made into a good screen perch in 
five minutes. 

In training hawks so as to make the best of their powers, 
the most important matter for the trainer’s consideration is that 
of condition. And this in hawks, as in most other animals 
from which sfevere, exertton at a high.rate of speed is required, 
is arrived at, by th'e,greatest amount of work which can be given 
without such fatigue.acS, results in staleness, so that the muscles 
may be thoroughly developed and the wind clear, while at the 
same time the .utfnost qi^ntity of firm flesh is carried that is 
consistent with the entire absence of fat, internal or external, 
more especially the former. Birds, however, lose flesh rapidly, 
and alter from day to day much quicker than larger animals, 
and the falconer will an.xiously feel the breast and the rounded 
muscles under the Wing almost as often as he takes a hawk 
on hand; The practised touch tvill tell to a nicety the state 
the bird is in. Game haw-ks, as a rule, will fly in: higher 
condition than rook or heron hawks, and peregrines generally 
in fuller flesh than goshaw'ks; but individuals vary much, and 
nothing but experience will teach the falconer the proper con¬ 
dition of each hawk. It is always easier to take flesh off than 
to put it on again, and, therefore, it is better to err in the 
direction of high condition than in the other. The heavier a 
hawk is the more strongly can she fly, and the more fatal is 
her stoop. A wild hawk, whose powers no trained bird can 
hope to 'emulate, is generally ‘as round as an apple,’ but then 
she has only to fly exactly when it suits herself. It is the 
essence of the falconer’s art to make his hawk fly just when it 
suits him to see_ her exert her posyers, and, therefore, if at all 
‘ above herself,’ she may, though in perfect health, decline to 
work for him, become independent of lure or call, and even 
soar away till , she is lost to her owner ere she is hungry- 
enough to obey him. The ancient maxim is a wise and true 
one whicK says that ‘a fat hawk maketh a lean horse, a weary 
falconer, and an empty pur.se.’ Yet a half-siarved h.awk is not 
worth a rush, though she may be docile enough for anything, 
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and ‘ Medio tutissiraus ibis ’ must be the falconer’s motto. 
Hawks are fed but once a da.)' except in the case of merlin.s or 
sparrow-hawks, which usually have a light meal given to them 
in the morning, even before.flying. These-littfe hawks must 
always be kept in high condition, and are- too delicate to 
undergo much discipline. They should also be- kept as much 
as.possible on their natural food, i.e. small birds, if plenty of 
casting be given. We have never known a hawk injured by- 
being fed upon shot birds, but of course one would prefer that 
a hawk should not swallow lead if if can be avoided. 

For a stud of the larger falcons birds cannot always be 
procured in sufficient quantities to feed all the hawks, and 
beef ■\vill form the staple diet. Mutton is good when lean 
enough, as also veal. When hawks are doing but little work, it 
is a good plan to let them pull hard at a very, tough piece of 
beef, and so, as it were, earn their food by work; but where a lot 
of ha-«'ks have to be fed, lime is not always available to do this. 
In such cases the meat should be well chopped up into a 
mince, and it is a good plan to sprinkle a little fresh water 
with it, and so mix it all up into a kind of pudding. For 
young, delicate, or moulting hawks a new-laid egg may be 
beaten up in lieu of the water. Nothing makes feathers come 
down broad and strong so well as a diet of egg given occasion¬ 
ally ; it also gives to the feet and cere, th^t rich y'ellow colour 
■which is ahvays to be seen in -n'ild hawks. Fresh butter -will 
also, to some extent, produce this effect. . • ' 

The quantity of this food which is to be given to, each hawk 
must, as we have said above, be regulated entirely by the dis¬ 
position of each bird. Speaking generally, about two-thirds of 
a crop may be given daily. But in every case, whether a hawk is- 
being lowered in condition or not, a ‘ gorge ’ or full crop should 
be given at least once a week. The gorge should be followed 
by a very light feed on the next day, and indeed the quantity 
given to hawks should not always be regular in anibunt, but 
may vary according to circumstances or discretion. This state 
of things is precisely what a wild falcon has to submit to, when 
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front bad. weather or scarcity of quarry sb’e is unable to kill, for 
a day or two at a time, and consequently has to put up with 
short commons. , 

But when a wild hawk kills and is hungry she will ahvays eat 
as much as ever she can, and for this reason not only must the 
gorge never be neglected, but also, no hawk must be kept on 
small feeds for many days together, however intractable she 
may be, or she will certainly lose her powers of digestion .and 
with them her health. It is in a difficulty of this sort that ‘washed 
meat ’ proves td be an aid so valuable to falconers. Washed 
meat is simply fresh meat that has been soaked in fresh water 
for frorn ttyelve to twenty-four hours according to circum¬ 
stances. Before use it is taken out.of the water and thoroughly 
squeezed till all the juices are extracted from the meat. The 
object of this is that the falconer may be able to give his hawk 
a full crop, of food which she shall digest very rapidly and 
which shall at the same time add but little to her condition. 
By this means the powerful digestive organs are kept at work, 
but the hawk gains no flesh, and is in fact reduced more and 
more in condition without being starved. Washed meat is very 
valuable in the case of a hawk that has been flying well for a 
long time, and is fed highly, but needs a little discipline to render 
her obedient; it is also useful in entering a hawk to a quarry 
which she does not readily take ; but it is a thing to be used 
with care and discretion, and only under special circumstances 
and for a special purpose. 

'Mangle’ or.small stones is also a valuable ‘conditioner. 
For a falcon the stones may be of the size of good large pea.s; 
smooth pebbles off a gravel walk are very good. Four or five 
maybe given at altime, either over hand, to a gentle h.awk while 
sitting on the fist, or else the hawk may be cast and held liy an 
assistant and the stones given by the falconer. If the hawk i.s 
fed lightly in the morning and the stones given at night, they 
wi!! heTound in the morning to have been thrown u;i thickly 
coated with slime and mucus. Their effect is to cleanse the 
interior of the hawk, and render her clean and fit to fly, .and lor 
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one thnt 1ias lat.cly moulted or has been idle for a length of 
time they are almost indispensable. No ancient saw is more 
true than that which says— ■ 

Washed meat and stones makyth an hawk, to ; 

Long fasting and much casting will cause an aawk to die. 

Some writer.s advise that rangle should be placed wdthiti reach 
of the hawks on their blocks so that they may voluntarily take 
it. No doubt they will do so at times, and this is a capital plan 
to adopt where hawks are standing idle—as when moulting—for 
a long time together, ifut when they are being regularly flown 
the falconer should, in our opinion, know precisely what his 
hawks are taking, and should regulate it himself with the greatest 
exactitude ; nothing should be left to chance, but day by day the 
food and other means for producing good condition should 
be carefully administered in accordance with a preconcerted 
plan for each individual hawk. Rangle should therefore be 
given by hand. 

Among all these arrangements castings will hoW an important 
place. Castings are the mouthfuls of fur, feathers, bone. &c. 
which are freely sw^allowed by a hawk every time she breaks up 
and devours any quarry she has killed. These indigestible 
substances are ejected, generally within twelve hours, in the 
form of a large oval pellet, the condition of which is a sure 
test of the health of the hawk. In a healthy bird the pellet 
should be firm, dry, and perfectly sweet; if it is soft, intermixed 
with mucus or with bits of undigested meat, the bird is out of 
health. . ' ,. ’ , 

It is not natural for hawks to be kept long without casting. 
In fact, in their wild state they get it at every meal, and therefore 
when they are being kept for a' long while on butcher’s meat 
some steps must be taken to supply them ivith it. The natural 
form, that of a bird’s skin and feathers, is the best. The skin 
of the whole of the head and neck of a pigeon turned inside 
out and dipped in blood is as good as anything prat’s skin.forms 
excellent casting, and the heads of ducks or poultry are good. 
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Sometimes no natural casting can be procured ; in such a case 
tow dipped in blood or woollen threads form a fairly good 
substitute, A hawk should never-go more than a week without 
castings, and t|ie^, are never in such good health as when they 
are fed daily i^oa, birds and given an abundance of casting (or 
allowed to tafeit naturally) at every meal. 

, There , is yet one recipe, for bringing a hawk, into good 
flying order which we hate tried ourselves when all others have 
failed, but with cpialified success. It is an Indian method, 
and it may be here.; remarked that the Eastern falconers are 
always prone to'themse of drugs in /ffie conditioning of their 
hawks, more so than European falconers have ever been. In 
the case of some varieties of falcon, eVg. the education of the 
sacre to fly the kite, the admihistration of drugs is an integral 
part of the training, and the composition of the physic is a 
secret handed down from generation to generation of falconers. 
The prescription we refer to is a well-known ‘ dodge,’ and is as 
follows ; Take, say, 40Z. of sal-ammoniac, boil or melt it into a 
solid mass inTfesh butter in an iron ladle over a fire ; as it cools 
squeeze over it the juice of a lemon to remove any grease 
which has not been strained away. Feed the hawk, which is to 
be doctored, for three days upon well-washed meat, giving a 
three-quarter crop each day, then leave her absolutely without 
food for twelve hours. Take of the sal-ammoniac a piece as 
large as a filbert,, wrap it neatly round with cotton-wool, and 
administer it over hand. In about twenty minutes she will 
cast the cotton-wool thickly covered with a mass of greasy fat. 
If this be floated off into hot water, it will be found to consist 
of thew'holeof the fatty lining of the stomach, and the quantity 
is sometimes very-remarkable. About two hours after this 
casting give the-haw'k some three mouthfuls of warm blood or 
very fresh meat. In the evening let her have half a crop of 
well-ttushed meat. The day after she is fit to and may be 
fed as ivsual; the greater part of her internal fat is gone. 

The effect of tbi.s removal of the inner lining of the stomach 
is to induce a condition of ravenou.s hunger, while the hawk 
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is not weakened by that starvation which alone could produce 
a similar effect But the treatment is a powerful one, and must 
be used with extreme caution. Especially the drug must only be 
administered in settled fine weather; a sudden change to cold 
or wild weather will destroy the bird when physicked ; 
nor will a hawk in low or weak condition tvithstand so drastic 
a treatment—it will in itself lower her quite enough. _We have 
adopted it in the case of old self-willed hawks that were in 
high condition and good fliers, but had become, as such hawks 
sometimes will, independent of lure or discipline, uncertain as 
to doing their best when hooded off, and inclined to soar away. 
The effect has alw’ays been to reduce the hawk to absolute 
obedience, and to bring her under perfect control; but though 
sometimes keen to fly, we think there has always laeen a; los,s 
of dash and courage attending the effect of the physic. One 
or two have been made very ill, and occasionally a hawk has 
been killed by it. On the whole, it is a device infallible in 
its action, but dangerous to use and not well suited to our 
climate. It is sometimes highly successful, but must be used 
with discretion, and in our opinion the more of this quality 
that the falconer himself possesses, the less he will use of sal- 
ammoniac for his hawk. 

After keeping his hawks in good health a falconer's chief 
care should be to maintain their feathers in the most perfect 
order. Without these hawks clearly cannot fly, and the loss 
of even one important flight feather means as much to a 
falcon as an impost of lo lbs. extra does to a racehorse. 
Feathers, however, are but frail things, and in spite of iall care 
accidents to them will happen. Travelling, both on the box 
cadge and still more so in hampers, is a fruitful source of 
injury, and in killing rooks on dry hard fallows in March and 
April hawks often get a good deal knocked about. In every 
case a broken feather should be mended at once. So long as 
the -whole wing is intact, it presents but one outer.- edge to 
strike against hard substances, with the combined strength of 
all the feathers to bear the force of the blow ; directly a gap 
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appears there are two more of such outer edges, and a blow 
that catches either of the feathers .singly will be sure to break 
it, though the wing, if intact, would have had the strength and 
elasticity to resist such injury. In this way the./nischief that 
begins with a single feather will spread till the imwk becomes 
a ragged creature, so much knocked, about, as to be'past repair. 
A broken feather should therefore be replaced without delay. 
When a feather is merely bent' and frayed it will .straighten 
itself perfectly if dipped and held in hot water. If, .|iowever, 
it is actually broken, it must be carefully ‘imped-’ ’ The 
simplest and easiest way to do this is to cut tKe'feat^r, across, 
about half-way up, slantingly, and»having selected from the 
stock, which every falconer is careful to maintain, thh corre¬ 
sponding feather which has formerly belonged to a hawk of the 
same age, species, and size as the one now und^ treatment, 
it must be cut at such an'angle as to precisely correspond with 
the feather in the hawk. An ‘ imping needle ’ is now thrust 
into this feather (see last page), and both ends are then pushed 
up till they meet. The needle having been dipped in brine 
will rust a little and hold so firmly that it W'ould be easier to 
pull out the feather itself, in many cases, than to pull the joint 
apart. 

Imping needles are merely three-sided needles, sharp at 
both ends, which are filed out of soft steel wire; different 
sizes must be prepared for different kinds of hawks,; Some 
care is requisite to. get them made of the proper teller, as if 
too soft they bend, but if tempered too hard are apt to be 
brittle. , .... ■, 

Sometimes a feather is broken so near the quill -ttiat there 
is nothing solid to hold the needle. In such a case it must be 
mended thus. Cut off the broken stump just where the shaft 
of the feather merges into the quill, leaving that part only in 
the bird. With a sharp-pointed penknife slit this quill on the 
under side from the point where the quill enters the ftesh up to 
the broken end. Having selected the proper feather to .replace 
the broken one, cut its quill into the form of a rather elongated 
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pen, running the whole length of the quill,but of course without a 
nib. Slide this pen into the stump of quill which remains in 
the bird’s body. Being split, it -v^ill admit it easily, and the 
feather can be 'pushed home so as to exactly replace the broken 
on€. Then t»ke a needleful of waxed silk, and pass, it through 
the double' quill just below' the joint, whip the silk a few times 
^ round the ' feather -and over the joint, pass the needle back 
through the feather above the joint, and finish off. To mend 
a feather well in this way requires jome skill, but if it is w'eli 
donei<^nd great care, taken that the feather lies exactly right, 
viz. at tbfc santb angle as the others in the wing, it w'ill be im¬ 
possible without the closest examination to tell whether the 
hawk has a nfended feather in her body or not. Sometimes a 
-feather brojjcen at the quill is repaired by inserting a plug of 
■wood or of ihe stem of a larger feather into the quill and mend¬ 
ing on to this wdth an ordinary imping needle, the plug being 
held fast by cobbler’s wax. Of course, for all such operations 
as these a hawk must be securely held by an assistant. The 
proper way to do this is as follows ; Tie a knot in the corner of 
a silk handkerchief and throw it on to the hawk’s back as she 
sits on the perch, so that the knot is at the nape of her neck 
and the sides of the handkerchief fall over her shoulders. 
Take her round the middle with both hands so as to wrap 
the silk well round her, and lay her on a soft yet firm cushion 
on the' operating table; then let the assistant hold her 
■with bd^fa- hands, confining her legs and wings, his thumbs 
lying,'.in the channel of her back, and exercising enough pres¬ 
sure, to’.keep her from struggling; the cushion protects her 
breast injury and the silk preserves her feathers from 

being frayed. 

'Coping' is the necessary shortening of both beak and 
claws, and is done best with a .sharp penknife and a pair of naii 
clippers. ' Claws only require to be dealt witli in the early 
stages of»training, when hawks are prone to use them to the 
detriment of the falconer's hands. It i.s also well when two 
hawks are flown together not to allow tlie claws to be \'ery 
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sharp, for fear of an accident in ease of ‘crabbing.’ The 
beak, however, requires con.stant attention. In a wild .state, no 
doubt, hawks counteract the growth of the horn by the inces¬ 
sant wear and tear of tough pulling at their food, the breaking 
of bones, and piilling'up of rough skin ; but when domesticated 
and fed principally on soft .food the beak is apt to grow fast, to 
become soft and unsound, and to split. It must be watched with 
care, and on the appearance of any split or scaling off must 
be w'ell examined. All the rotten part must be carefully pared 
away till the root of the crack is arrived at, if not at the first, 
then at the second or third operation. ' - , 

Moulting is a period when hatvks require special care, both 
to get their frames into the most vigorous condition, so as to 
ensure the growth of strong broad feathers, and also to avoid 
risk of injury to the feathers in the blood when they are' very 
soft and easily damaged. AVith care, how^ever, hawks can be 
flown at all stages of the moult, especially at a quarry, such as 
game, which they are very fond of, and at which they can be 
used w’hen in very high condition. Eyesses usually commence 
the moult much earlier than passage hawks—why this is so 
we cannot tell. As a rule, a healthy eyess will throw her first 
feathers—which will be the seventh in the wing—then the two 
centre or ‘ deck ’ feathers of the tail early in May or even in 
April. Such a hawk if well fed will get through the more 
important stages of her moult and be ready for use, even if she 
has a feather or two to throw, by August 12. Passage hawks, 
on the other hand, do not generally begin to moult till July, 
and very often not till August. Such hawks as these can very 
well be flown at game in the earlier stages of the rridult without 
their powers being very much affected. Occasioitall}’', however, 
a falcon will lose a fortnight or so in the latter part of Septem¬ 
ber, owing to the wide gaps in her wings, for this will render it 
difficult for her to overtake grouse, which are then very .strong. 
It is better to let her rest for a time than to risk •her being 
frequently disappointed. 

.^AVe have, however, successfully flown passage hawks at 
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gavne year after year, from August 12 up to about October to, 
and theii put them down to moult, or rather to finish 
moulting, and have taken them up at the end of Februarv, 
in time for the spring rook hawking, perfect m every feather : 
this we consider to be the best method of managing passage 
hawks, and the means by which the most work can be got 
out of them. The last feather thrown is the first or outside 
feather of the wing. Very great care is necessary to avoid 
injury to these feathers as they come down, which the)^ do very 
slowl)c Very quiet tame hawks will moult very well on the 
block, hilt when they are put down to moult late in the season 
or rvhere they are of a wild, excitable nature the best jilan is 
to turn them into a warm loft or loose box, as large and as 
light as possible ; the windows should be protected hy perfen- 
dindar bars, to which the hawks cannot cling, and so break 
their feathers,, and all corners or inconvenient perching-places 
should be rounded off or protected. Two or even three 
hawks of the same sex* maybe moulted in one loft in this 
way. Their food should be securely tied to small boards, so 
that it. riiay not be dragged into corners, and should consist 
as much as possible of birds, with their feathers on to form 
citings, and of rough food such as rats, rabbits, fowls, or 
pheasants’ heads, and similar things—the less butcher’s meat 
is used the better. A hawk should always be turned into the 
mews with, new, or, at any rate, very sound, jesses on Iier in 
order to. avoid any struggle with her in rej^iacing unsound ones--, 
when she is first taken up, wild and full of flesh. 

Ac(»rding to the ancient writers, hawks appear to have 
suffered from as many and as complex diseases as human 
beings, and tlie pharmacopceia employed was as c.xtcnsive and 
as filthy in the one case as m the other. In modern times our 
practice is more simple, but it mu.st be owned that .some of the 
diseases of our hawks liafile our skill IW. jiropose, lir.si. to 
treat of*.such complaints as iiavc been found curable, and 
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afLcrwards to deal with those for which we cannot with con- 

Croaks or kecks is a very common disease ; it is caused 
i'jy a cold, trequcntlv induced by a low state of condition, and 
answers nearly to an orainary cough in beasts or huniari beings. 
The noise, however, irom which the name is derived oniy 
appears when tlie hawk is exerting herself, as by bating or 
liyine. bor pliysic give lialf a chili, or three or four pieppcr- 
corns daily, for tw’o or three days. Keep the hawk constantiy 
pulling at rough food, such as pigeons’ backs, fowls’ heads, and 
the like, so that she may constantly be feeding, and yet always 
exerting herself a little.; finish off each day with a crop of 
light food, such as rabbit’s or tender meat; every third day give 
a cropful of ‘warm blood,’ such as a freshlyTilled pigeon, 
and as the liawk gels better give her plenty of flying to the 
lure. This ailment often hangs about a hawk for a long time, 
but if she can lie kept up in condition and in good heart it 
will gradually die out. 

Frounce is a canker of the interior of the mouth, and 
occasionally spreads to the throat, when it is apt to prove fatal. 
It is caused generally by damp, and sometimes by feeding 
hawks upon foul meat. The symptoms are, a frothing at the 
mouth and difficttjty in eating, arid if the hawk’s mouth be 
opened the whole of .-the tongue and palate will be seen to be 
covered with a whit^ scale or scab. As much of this scale 
" 0 k as can be removei^thout making the parts bleed should be 
scraped away with The edge of a quill or a knife, and the 
exposed part dressed once a day with burnt alum mixed with 
vinegar. In ordinary cases, this -will eflect a cure in a few days, 
but if the canker spreads downwards and into the throat it will 
be found impossible to cure it. Lunar caustic will sometimes 
prove effective. 

Inflammation of the crop is a serious complaint, and causes 
lire hawk to throw up the contents of her crop in an un\iigested 
, form shortly after feeding. If not taken in time it will prove 
fatE^- About three grains of powdered Turkey rhubarb must 
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be given without, castings and on an empty stomach.. A little 
light warm food should be given, as a freshly-killed pigeon or 
rabbit, at frequent intervals as the hawk seems able to take it, 

' and the rhubarb-dose may be repeated for two or three days 
(but not more^ Hntil the hawk is able to digest a full meal. 

The falconer will always examine with special care both 
the mutes or droppings as well as the ca.stings of his hawks in 
order that he may judge of their condition of health. The 
mutes should be perfectly white, of the consistency of cream, 
with occasionally a black spot in them ; if they are thick or 
with much black in them the hawk is out of order. Green 
mutes are a very bad sign, generally indicating an advanced 
stage of inflammation of the crop... For all disorders of this 
kind rhubarb is the best and safest remedy, but not .more than 
three or four consecutive doses should be given without an 
interval of some days, or it loses its effect. Sugar candy and 
manna are also useful and harmless laxatives. Hawks are 
liable to fits, both epileptic and apoplectic, especially when 
very fat and suddenly e.xcited or frightened. We cannot .re¬ 
commend with confi.dence any remedy except keeping the hawk 
perfectly quiet and feeding her lightly, getting her as soon as 
possible into better condition. 

Hawks that are taken too young from the nest or that have 
been much exposed .to cold when taken.are sometimes seized 
with cramp in the legs ; this will completeav paralyse the limbs, 
and render the bird useless. Indeed, injltad cases wc have 
known the bones of the leg dislocated. Mild attacks will 
sometimes pass off of themselves, but there is no remedy for 
bad cases. 

Swelkd feet and corns are common but troublesome com¬ 
plaints which affect trained hawks. The first and more seriou.s 
form of the disease is a .swelling and inflammation of the whole 
bail of the foot; the latter are small turnour.s which ajrpear 
on different jrarts of the foot and generally come slowly to a 
head, open, and discharge their cojitcnts in the; form of a core 
cf hardened pus. Time is generally the be.st cure for this 
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compliiint, care being taken to diminish every cause by which 
inflammation can be maintained. Very soft and loose je.s.ses 
should be jjut on, and in ca.scs of swelled foot a padded perch 
and block .should be used, or, better still, the hawk kept on a 
mound of turf, and not on a perch at all. It will be found 
that she,will spend mo.st of her time Ijing down, so that her 
feet are relieved of all pres.sure. Gradually the tumour-within 
the foot w'ill „corne to a head and the hardened core, at time.s 
as big as a hazel nut, w'ork it.s way out, .when all that is neces¬ 
sary is to anoint the open wound tyith goose-grease or vaseline, 
and get it to heal as rapidly as possible. Hot fomentations 
are sometimes used to bring th§ inflammation to ahead rapidly ; 
we cannot speak very highly of this treatment, but in the earlier 
stages a lotion composed as follows has been found veiy- use¬ 
ful : Brandy, one wineglass ; vinegar, one wineglass. .Steep in 
the above a good handful of fresh parsley, keep in a covered 
jar, and apply W'ith a sponge three times daily. 

Many falconers attribute swelled feet to the u.se of hard 
blocks or perches, and consider that all such resting-places 
should be padded. Hawks, however, do not in a wild state 
get padded perches to sit on, and we do not believe that 
hard perches really induce the complaint, but more often the 
constant strain on the feet caused by incessant jumping against 
the jesses does so. The frequent concussion on a hard perch 
may no doubt aggravate the evil, but the true remedy is to 
keep the hawk so ^iet as to remove the causes which induce 
her to bate and jump, or, if necessar)', keep her hoodpd—or 
■even brailed—till she learn to sit quiet. . 

A simple improvement on the ordinary perch, which appears, 
to be founded on common sense, has lately been devised by 
Captain Biddulpli, one of our most successful Anglo-Indian 
falconers ; it is merely the cutting of a groove half an inch wide 
and a quarter of an inch deep along the top of the perch, so 
that pressure is taken off the ball of the foot -which rests in the 
groove. It is probable that this may operate so as to check a 
tendency to develop swelled feet in some hawks, -svhich, though 
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quiet on the perch, seem to be specially prone to this com¬ 
plaint. . , : ' 

Inflammation of the lungs is a complaint which hawks oc¬ 
casionally acquire, and it seems to be near akin to the ‘ pantas,’ 
of which ancient writers tell iis so'much'; the chief symptoms 
are feverishness, a peculiar shortness of breath, and quick 
heaving of the body, especially of the lower part or pannel, as 
each breath is drawn ; the hawk steadily pines away and dies, 
when her lungs are either found to be in a highly congested state 
or in some cases are almost altogether gone. We have tried 
various remedies, but have found none in which we have such 
confidence as to recommend it to our readers. Latham in his 
‘Faulcons’ Litre and Cure’ gives the following as a remedy, if ad¬ 
ministered in the very earliest stages, and we give it for rvhat 
it may be worth:—‘Take a quarter of a lb. of the best 
sweet butter and put it into dammaske rose water and there 
presence and keep it close. And as you have need to use it, 
which must be very often, take some of it forth 'and with the 
powder of .rue and the powder of saffron and a little hi'own 
sugar candie mingled well together make a pellet or two and 
■give.every morning to your hawk for a week together early in 
the morning, and keep her very warm.’ Each ingredient in 
this prescription is one that is usefully administered to various 
birds, and may be serviceable even in so extreme a case as the 
pantas. 

Blain is supposed to be peculiar to pai^ige hawks and to 
be incurable.' It takes the form of a large watery blister on the 
' pinion Joint at the extreme end of the wing; gradually thi.s 
stiffens, the feathers become immovable, and the power of the 
wing so greatly impaired that the hawk is useless. In extreme 
cases the pinion joint will rot off altogether. The cause is 
perhaps the sudden in.activity which is enforced upon freshly 
caught hawks just when they have been using their powers of 
flight mo^ freely during the migration. tVe have also noticed 
that it is jnost prevalent in very .severe winters, and may tiierc- 
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fore be in some cases attributable to frost bite. We know of 
no remedy. 

Parasites .—All hawks are occasionally .subject to lice very 
similar in character to those which appear on pigeons, fowls, and 
other birds. Especially when hawks are being frequently flown 
at rooks in the spring they are apt to get covered with lice, which 
abound on those birds, especially on any that may have been 
sitting. . The parasites quit the lately killed bird for the living one 
by scores. They are easily got rid of by either blowing tobacco 
smoke through the feathers or by giving the haw4 a good dressing 
of tobacco water. Both these remedies are apt to make the 
hawk herself sick and to throw her out of condition for a few 
days, and a better plan is to induce the hawks to bathe regularly, 
even daily in fine weather, and to allow them plenty of lime to 
‘ weather,’ or to dry and preen themselves. Where this is done 
very little will be seen of these pests. 

Formerly it -was supposed that passage hawks would not 
bathe or even sit on their blocks bareheaded until they had 
been at least one summer in training, In later times enlarged 
experience of these hawks, coupled with lessons learnt from 
the Indian falconers, who use no other kind, whether for game 
or for the ‘high mountee,’ have taught us that they can be 
made in every respect as tame as eyesses ; and there are few 
passage hawks trained nowadays that are not reclaimed 
sufficiently to bathe freely at the block before the spring hawking 
season has even,commenced. 

A more troublesome form of parasite is known, as ‘mites.’ 
The.se are tiny red insects that burrow into the wax-like skin or 
‘cere’ around the nostrils and the eyelids, gradually forminglarge 
scabby sores. They are the infallible accompaniment of low, 
impoverished condition, and often appear in cases of croaks, 
or even when a hawk has been left out for a night or two and 
been starved. The true remedy is to feed the hawk into better 
condition, when the mites will all disappear but, as they are 
certainly contagious, and must inconvenience the hawk, they are. 
better removed. This is easily done by dressing the parts with 
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tobacco water to which is added a little spirit. This mixture 
should be carefully applied with a camel-hair pencil, and the 
second application generally effects a cure. 

We do not give directions for setting broken limbs in hawks, 
as, though such injuries may be cured in them just as in other 
animals, it can only be in some very exceptional case that it is 
worth while to attempt the cure. It is, as a rule, better to 
destroy the suffering havk at once in all cases where there is 
not a fair prospect of effecting a cure, and it is very improbable 
that a hawk which has met with an accident of such a kind 
will ever be available for purposes of sport. 

A word of caution, in conclusion, to the beginner in 
falconry —avoid keeping- too many hawks. Out of the twenty- 
four hours there are not more than six per diem available for 
such a sport as hawking. Hawks will -fly every day, and are, 
in fact, all the better for being thus worked. ' Three or four 
good hawks will, under ordinary circumstances, provide sport 
for the whole of each day, and will be much improved by 
being thus freely used. -Where more are kept, except in estab¬ 
lishments of the largest size, the result usually is that half of 
the hawks rest in idleness, deteriorating day by day, and 
occupying time and attention which had better be devoted to 
their more useful compeers. To obtain three or four really 
good hawks no doubt entails a trial of twice that number, and 
the discarding of the inferior birds. But we strongly urge 
upon the tyro that he should content himself with one or two 
useful steady hawks, gradually testing more and retaining 
those, and those only, which he finds to be of the first c]a.s.s. 
He will obtain more sport from a single good tiercel than from 
six or seven moderate hawks, and will benefit both as to his 
pocket and his lei.sure time by the abridgment of ius estab¬ 
lishment. 
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Humber) 
Appleton Wiske 
Ashdown Park. 
Aston Hall (Salop) 
Bagley (Salop). 


land) 

Bangor . 
BarntoaCIub . 
Berkeley (Open), and 


A. Chapman, Buckon Hill, Lockerbie, N.B. 

J. Ashton, 73 Wrawby Street, Brigg. 

F. Hesletine, Appleton Wiske. 

J. H. Laurence, Shrivenham, Berks. 

— Cartwright, Oswestry. 

E. Williams, .7 Chester Street, Shrewsbury. 

T. M’Clelland, hon. sec, 

T. Hampshire, Bangor, N.W. 

J. Gray, 6 Bath-street, PortoljcUo, Edinburgh. 
T. Pearce, Berkeley. 


Bickerstaffe '(J.^ncashire). R, 
Black Brae (l.ondondenry) Si 
Blandford . . . F. 


Lccky, Foyle H 
Ensor, Dorcheste 


West -Derby, Live 
1 , Londonden-y, In 
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Club 
Bradford Club. 

Brandon {Durham) . 
Bredwardine (Hereford- 

Burnham (Essex) 
Burscough-:Bridge(Lancs.) 
Butterwick (Durham) 
Byer’s Green (Durham) . 
Carmarthenshire 



Chaddesden (Derby) 
Chilton : . . . 

Chirbury (Salop) 

Cliffe and Hundred of Hoo 
Clyro Club . 

Collingbourne . 

Corrie ... 
Cothdston^'(Taunton) .. 
Croome . ' - ■ . 

Cross Hands (Gloucester-, 
shire) 

Darlington Club . 
Dirleton and North Ber- 

Docking Club . ... 

Draycott (Staffordshire) . 
Dumfries .... 

East Kent (Wye). . . 

East Stirlingshire Club . 
Ecclefechan 
Eccleston and Aldford 
Edenderry (Ireland). 
Elemore (Durham) . 

Elm Club .... 
Evenngham (Yorkshire) . 
Everleigh (Wilts) . . 

Evesham (Worcestershire) 
Ewerby (Lincolnshire) .' 
Farcet Fen 

Felton Park (Northumber- 


Name and Address 
J. Tillotson, Bradford. 

G. Thornton, High Brandon, Durham. 
G. Farr, Merton Hotel, Hereford. 


E. Thorougood, Burscough. 

T. Towes, Sedgefield. 

R. Robinson, Todhills, Willington, Durham, 

H.' Cadle, Half-Moon Hotel, Carmarthen. 

R., Paterson, Birthwood, Biggar, N.B., hon. sec. 
Clancey, Ballintubber, French Lawn, Castlerea. 
CO. Roscommon. 

J, W. Bailey, Wood Farm, Chaddesden, Derby. 
E. Salmon, Chilton Buildings, Ferry Hill, Durham. 
T. E. Issard, Newtown, Montgomeryshire. 

P. O. Gill, Trewern Hall, Oswestry. 

Horace Ledger, Cliffe, Rochester. 

,W. Price, Baskerville Arms Inns, Clyro, Brecon- 

Reynolds & Rose, Bear Hotel, Devizes. 

A. Chapman, Buckon Hill, Lockerbie. N.B. 

W. T. Gibbs, Manor House, Cothelstone, Taunton. 
J. Millington, 50 Foregate Street, Worcester. 

T. L. Bennet. Combsend Farm, OldSodbury. 

W. Watson, Tower Corner, Darlington. 

J. Hutchison, Woodside, by Hamilton, hon. sec. 

G. Flatten, Sedgford, Lynn. . 

J. W. Beech, Taynsley Hall. Stoke-upon-Trent. 
Andrew Lawson, Dumfries. . 

J. H. Mutimer, Dunston, near Norwich. 

G. Kennet, Harville, Wye, Kent. 

J. Morrison, Steeple Land, Falkirk; N.B. 

J. Irving, Bank, Ecclefechan, N.B. 

D. F. Chalton. Rake Farm, Eccleston, Chester. 

J. O'Brien, Edenderry, King's County. 

T. Lamb, Brewery, Hetton-le-Hole, Durham. 

G. J. Moore, Chambers, Wisbeach. 

H. Myers, Hoime-on-Spalding Moor, York. 

J. T. Randoll, 2 Melrose Villas, London Road. 

Salisbury. 

A, W. Morris. 

G. Lee, White Hart Hotel, Sl^ford. « 

J. Tilbury, Bell and Oak, Peterborough. 

J. Adams, Red Lion, Felton. 
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Club Name A^D Address 

Great Thurlow {Suffolk) ' — . 

Greaacrolt (Lanchester) . C. Maynard. 19 Old Elver, Durham. 

' Hale (Lancashire) . E. Rowe, Child of Hale Inn. Hale. - 
Halewood (Lancashire) . W. J. Eccleshaw, Halewood. 

Halston . .C ... .G. Cottle, West Felton, Salop.' 

Hawthorn (Durham) . W. Cowen, Innkeeper, Sunderland. * 

HaydockPark. , . R. J. Bury, Haydock Park. Ncwton-ie-Willows. 

Ueatley , Warburton A. F. Pope, Barton House, Manchester. 
(Cheshire) 

Herefordshire (West) . G. Farr, Merton Hotel, Hereford. 

Pletton (Durham) ' . . W. C. Day. 

Holme-on-Spalding Moor John Brown, Tillingham, Holme-on-Spaldinf-- 
(Yorkshire)' ' Moor, York. 

Hook and - co. W^exford John Murray, South Street. New Ross, co. Wex- 
Club ford. 

Horbling (Lincolnshire) . C. Smith. Spalding. 

Hull, Beverley, and East C. Greehsides, .Beverley. 

Hunmanby (Yorkshire) . J., Hutchinson, White Swan Hotel, Hunmanby, 
Yorkshire 

Ince (Cheshire) . . A. Howeroft, Moss Hay. Tarvin. 

luce Blundell (Lancashire) John Coke, Birkdale, Southport. 

Isle of Man ... J, Gore, Douglas, Isle of Man. ; ' 

Kelloe (Durham) . . C. Maynard, 19 Old Elvet, Durham. 

Kilkenny Club. . . T. Manning, Kilkenny. 

Kilmarnock (co. Wexford) L. Murphy, Priest Haggard, New Ross, co. Wex¬ 
ford. 

Kingseote . . . Elias Hobbs, Huntsman Hail, Kingseote, Glou- 

Kiaver Hill' (Worcester-’ J. P. Hitchmgs, Wordsley, Stourbridge, 
shire) 

, Kyle Club . . . Jas. Murray, jun., Dumfries Arms Hotel, Cumnock, 


Leeds and County . . J. Allanson. 87 New Briggate. Leeds. 

Leinster Club , . . T. Manning. 35 Arran Quay. Dublin. 

LichfiHd . . . * 1 . Irevor. Swan Hotel. Licnheld. 

Lidd^aie Club . . f. Scott. Newcastleton. • 

Limerick Club. ♦ . R. Bourkc, Dromlasa, Pallas Green, co. Limerick, 

Little Crosby . . . T, Barnes. Little Crosby, near Liverpool, 

Little Maston (N. Lancs.) J. Nickson, laibot Hotel. Biackpool. 


Littleton (Stain 
Longstock ; - 
Longtown (Cumberland). 
Louth an<J Meath Club . 
Lydbury, North (Salop) . 




P. Fowles, : 

J. 1. Kandolk W'yndham l e 
.s. McClure. Ix^ngtown. 

I'. W. Lelarid. Urogficda. 

A. Wrignt. New Inn. Lvdliuj 

I. CkM^e. Burnham. Bucks. 

J. King, ‘MaHoii. 
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Clur 

Southminster (Open) 
do. (Local) 
Springhill (Dumfriesshire) 
Stamfordham (Northurn- 
. berland) 

Stokesby (Norfolk) . 

Stych (Salop) . 

Sully (Cardiff) . 

Sundorne (Salop) 

Surrey Club 
Swansea Club . 
Sydmonton (Berlcs.) 
Tadcaster 

Tarbock (Lancashire) 
Thirsk .... 
Tillinghani (Essex) . 
'i'intern (co. Wexford) 
Tolleshunt D’Arcy . 

Upleatham (Redcar) 
Upper Nithsdale Club 
(Dumfriesshire) 

Vale of Avon and South 
Wilts Club 

Vaynol .... 
Walshford Bridge . 
Watford Club ■ 

West Cumberland Club . 
Westwick (Durham) 
Westby (Lytham) 
Whitfield (Northumber¬ 
land) 

Whittlesey (Camljs.) 
^Viddrington (Northum¬ 
berland) 

Wilton (Redcar) 
Willington (Durham,) 
Winmarleigh (N. Lancs.) 


Name and Address 

J. H. Salter, Tolleshunt D'Arcy, Kelvedon, Essex. 
J. Prior, Southminster. 

J. E. Byers, Greenurne, Gretna, N.B. 

W. Reed, Pen's Close, Stamfordham. 

B. J. Foulsliam, Duke's Head Hotel, Gt. Yarmouth. 

Banks, Market Drayton. 

C. Moir, V. S., Cardiff. 

E. Williams, Chester Street, Shrewsbury. 

W. Haydon, Tulse Hill, London, S.W. 

C. Richfield, Swansea. 

A. Booth, Burghclere, Berks. 

Miss Laurence, Londesboro' .4rms, Tadcaster. 

W. H. Gregory, Tarbock. 

T. Long, Three Tuns Hotel, Thirsk, 

W. G. Small, Easthall, Bradwell-on-Sea, Essex. 

M. Power, St. Kearns, Arthurstown, co. Wexford. 
J. H. Salter, D'.Wcy House, Tolleshunt D'Arcy, 
Kelvedon, Essex. 

G. Clay, Red Lion Hotel, Redcar. 

J. R Little, Sanquhar, N.B. 

W. G. Knight, 3 Milton Place, Salisbury. 

H. Harwood, Vaynol, North Wales. 

G. O. Sergeant, Hunsingore, near Wetherlry. 

H. B. Didsbury, 52 High Street, Watford, Herts. 
Dr. J. E. Lace, Frizington, near Whitehaven. 

R. Hedley, Three Horseshoes, Barnard Castle. 

T. Windebank, Ship Hotel, Lytham. 

J. Johnson, Kingswood, Whitfield, Langley. 

H. Brown., Whittlesey, Caralrridgeshire. 

H. Annet, jun., Widdrington, Northumberland. 

G. Clay, Red Lion Hotel, Redcar. 

J. Robinson, Masons' Arms, Willington, Durham. 
R. Thornton, Gii^stick Hall, Winmarleigli, Gar- 


Woodhouse (Salop) . 
Woolley Park (Berks.) 
Wye (Kent) . 
York.shire Club 


P. O. Gill, Trewen H.all, Oswestry. 
W. H. I'ycr, Newhu.-y, Berks. 

George Kennet, Harville, V^''yc, Kent. 
E. Dobson, 67 Northgatc, Bradford, 







378 


COURSING 


P UB/JC CUE YHO UNO- TRAINERS 


Askew, Joh.1 , 
Bam ford, jolm' 
Ijarlow, Richard 


Burton, G. 
Byrne, H. 
C.bke, Archibti 


Detghton, W. . 
Dixon J.G. . 
Elliot, Andrew. 
Erricker, G. T. 
Fall, George . 
Fitzgerald, John 

Godfrey, W. . 
Gi-aham, A. . 
Hancock, H. . 
Hodd, T.. 

Hope, WiUiam 
Horsburgh, Alexi 
Johnson, Henry 
Jolly, E. . . 

Jones, E. . . 

Jutsum, - 


ay, J. . 
Langley, H. . 
Diddle, Thomas 


Caine, Wilts. 

Blakeley, Manchester. ■ , 

Yaxley. I'eterborouL^h. 

210 Latimer Road. London. 

West Houghton, Fiolton, Lancashire. 

O0.S.S Street, Beverley. 

Cargo, Carlisle. 

Lolby Hall Lodge, Wisbey. Bradford. 
Killingworth, Northumberland. 
Ne\vton-le-Willo\vs, L.ancashire. 

Bridge Hotel, Durliam. 

Ludlow. 

Blundell Arms Hotel, Birkdale, Southport. 
Woodcote T>odge, Epsom, .Surrey. 

Cherry Tree,Kennels, Newmiarket. 

Stratton Heath, M. Helens, Lancashire. 

47 High Street, Musselburgh, N-B. 

2 Providence Row, Durham. 

North Seaton, Morpeth, Northumberland. 
Lawn Cottage, West Molesey, Surrey. 

Jolly Sailor Inn, Redcar. 

Woodside Cottage, Currngh Road, Ever 

Great Warley, Brentwood, Essex. 
Mallsburn-by-Br.amplon-. 

Stanley Arms. North Stanley, Ripon. 

4 St, Mary's Terrace, St Anns, Lewes. 
Croft Stables, Worcester. 

Idstone, Shrivenham, Berks. 

Flimby, Mary’porl, Cumberland. 

Victoria Street, Chorley, Lancashire. 

Red Lion Inn, Tarvin near Chester. 
Beaufort Kennels, Wichlo Place, Brighton. 
Tyler’s Green, North Weald Bassett, Eppin 
Mizpap Villa, Exiting Road, Newmarket. 
South Shields. 

Thornetmioor, Walton, Cumberland. 

British Lion Hotel. Ipswich. 

4 Henrietta Cottages, Bathwick. Bath. 
Brown Street, Stewarton, N.E. - a 
West Houghton, l.ancashire. 

Bramley, Leeds. 

Bridge Inn, Gateacre, Liverpoed. 
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Presdee, C. J., jun 
Reid^^ Alexander 
Simpson, J. 

Souch, W. ■ . 

Stamp, J. 


Stickley, j. . 
Slretton, J. & Son 
Thompson. J. B. 

Thorpe, Oswald 
Wade, J.. ' . 

Waterer, R. . 
Whitelock, G. . 
Wilkinson, Ed wan 
Wood, Jesse . 
Wood, John . 
Wright, Joseph 


Address 

. Sidbmy, near Worcester. 

. ■ Strathaven, N.B. _ 

. Gosforth-on-Tyne. , 

. 'St;John's, Worcester. 

, Walkeringhhm, near Gainsboro'. 

. Ellenborough, Mai-yport. 

. siDitchling Road, Brighton. 

. Stanton Road, Burton-on-Trent. 

. Victoria House, North Howard Str 
Yarmouth. 

, Kersall Moor, Manchester. 

, The Guinea, Ridge. Herts. 

. Cook's Ferry, Edmonton. 

. - Hookstone Lodge, Woodlands, Knare 
, 117 Manchester Road, Southport. 

. Walkergate, Beverley. 

. Ship Inn, Fisher Row, Edinburgh. 

. Horwich, near Bolton. 


COURSING JUDGES, SLIPPERS, AND 

.. flag stewards • 


JUDGES 


Betts, Henry 
Biaxiand, E. 
Brice, R. A. 
Bull, E. J. 


Fulwell, H. C, 

Gardner, J. 
Gray, j; . 
Goldsbrough,, B. 
Hay, Johit 
Heatiey, S. 
Hedicy, J. 


Torrorie, Dumfries, N.B. 

Claibanisam, Ballyroan, Ireland. 

Heath, Leighton Buzzard.. 

White Hart Hotel, Witham, Essex. 
Tarvin, Ches'ire. 

AUscott, Bridgnorth, Salop. 

Blundell Arms. Birkdale, Southport. 
West Felton, Oswestry. 

Engineers’ Arms, Coronation Street, Su 
Great Eccleston, near Garstang. 

Water Hall, Workington. 

36 North Great Gwrge Street, Dublin. 
Whitteley. Coventry. 

Bobbing House. Sittingbourne. 
Moulton, Newmarket, 

6 Bath Street, Portot>eilo, Edinburg!!. 
Hutton Rudhy, Yarm, Yorkshire. 
Dovecot, Preston Pans, Edinburgh, N. 
Whitehduse, Ditherington, Shrew-sbur) 
9 Koseworfh I'erracc, Go&forth. Ne* 
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Name ■ 
Hmuluy, R. . 
JilHngs, W. G. 
Johnston, D. . 
Kemp, Leslie J. 
Lindsay, G. . 
Maner, H. 

Millar, C.. 

Moore, J. J. . . 

Myers, H. 

Palframan, G. H. . 
Roe. P. ; 
Spafford, E. , 

Steward, A. A. 

Swarnley, W. H. 
Vawser, C. . , . 

Warwick, George . 
Wentworth, N. K, . 

Wilson, Frank. 


Barfoot, R. 

} 5 ootbnan.J. 
Bootiman, T. , 
Cook.J. . 

Dvvyer, Edward 

Holesworth, F. 
Hoysted, W. J. 
Hutchins, G. W. 
Jeffrey, R. * 
Kent, Joseph . 
T.uff, Alfred 
Magee, E. 
Mailman, J, 


ADPRKSS 

Glebe Farm, Bedlington, Northumljerland. .. 
Bridgham, Harling, Thctfofd, Norfolk, 

Wall Club. Carlisle. 

Southminster, Essex. 

Annan, Dumfriesshire, N.B. 

Red Bear, Sherburn. South Milford, Yorks, 

Old Shildon, near Darlington. 

Wightwich, Wolverhampton. 

Shiplon, Market Weighton. 

Bray ton, Selby, Yorks. 

Ballykelly House, Roscrea, Tipperarre 
Hill House, Nasenby, near Grantham. 

Shipton, Market Weighton, Yorks.’ 

23 Park Road, Wimbledon. ^Telegrams to Judge, 

New Wimbledon.) 

Boakefield, Ballytose, Athy, Ireland. 

Burton, near Sleaford, 

Shakespeare Hotel > Stratford-on-Avon, 

Greyhound Hotel, Shrew'sbury. 

Palace Farm, Upton-on-Seyern. Worcestershire, 
Great Bedwyn, Hungerford, Berks. {Telegrams 
-Gt. Bedwyn Station.) 

24 Mansfield Chambers, St Ann’s Square, Man¬ 

chester, 

Newington Avenue, Alnaby Road, Hull. 

29 Rose Lane, Mossley Hill, Liverpool, 

SLIPPERS 

Frankton, near Rugby. , 

Carr Woodside, Ripley, Derbyshire. 

Harbottle, Rothbury, Northuroberland. 

Harbottle, Rothbury, Northumberland. 
Winmarleigh, Garstang, Lancashire. 

Royal Oak Inn, Preston. 

2 Providence Row. Claypath, Durham, , , 
Cabra, Thurle, Ireland.. 

Upper Brook Street, Oswestrv, Salop. ' 

South Newbald R. T. O., East Yorkshire. 

34 Northbrooke Avenue, Dublin. 

Biggleswade, Bedfordshire.. ‘ . 

Chapel Street, Ely, Cambs. . 

Aycliffe, Darlington, 

Newnham Croft, Cambridge. • 

Castle Eden, co. Durham. 

Alexandra Place, Barrhead, - . . 

Gale's Cottage, Woking Station, Surrey. 
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giving the names (the running names if they had any) of the sire 
and dam of the dog entered. The secretary shall publish on the 
cards the names of those who are subscribers but do not comply 
with these conditions. These nominations shall not be drawn, but 
must be paid for. For produce stakes the names, pedigrees, ages, 
and colours, and distinguishing marks of puppies, shall be detailed 
in writing to the secretary of a meeting at the time of the original 
entry. Every subscriber must also, if required, state in writing to 
the secretar)-, before or during the meeting for which such entry is 
made, the names and addresses of the parties who reared his 
puppies ; and any puppy whose marks and pedigree shall be proved 
not to correspond with the entry given shall be disqualified, and 
the whole of its stakes or winnings forfeited. No greyhound is to 
be considered a puppy which was whelped before January i of the 
year preceding the commencement of the season of running. A 
sapling is a greyhound whelped on or after January i of the year 
in which the season of running commenced. 

4. The colours, sex, names, pedigrees, and ages of all grey¬ 
hounds, with the names of their owners, and the owners of their 
sires and dams, shall be registered in a Greyhound Stud Book. 
The registration fee shall be ir. for each dog registered on or 
before July t, and a double fee shall be charged for registra¬ 
tion of all greyhounds (other than saplings) after that date to the 
end of the coursing season immediately following. Any owner 
may, by payment of il. annually, compound for the registration 
of any number of greyhounds bo7id fide his own property. The 
keeper of the Stud Book shall give a receipt for the registration 
fee of every greyhound, which shall be called a certificate of 
registration. 

5. The Greyhound Stud Book shall be published under the 
authority of the National Coursing Club, on September i, or as 
soon after as possible. 

6. Applications for registration of greyhounds shall be made 
on or before July i, and registrations applied for subsequent to 
that date that do not appear in the Stud Book of that year will 
appear in that of the following year. 

7. If the same name lias been given to more than one grey¬ 
hound, the keeper of the Stud Book shall give priority to the dog 
first regisjered, and shall add to every other such name, except the 
one first registered, a numeral commencing \vith II. 

8. All greyhounds whose names do not appear in the Stud Book, 
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or wliose owners cannot produce a certificate of registration from 
the keeper of the Stud llook on being required to do so by a 
steward oi' the secretary of any coursing meeting, shall be dis¬ 
qualified, and shall forfeit all entry moneys which may have been 
paid, and any stake or prize, or share of any stake or prize won at 
such meeting, and such entry moneys, stake, or prize or share 
thereof, won by any dog so disqualified, shall be disposed of as 
provided by Rule 37 applicable to disqualification. 

9. Payment of Entry Money.-— All monej's due for nomi¬ 
nations taken must be paid at or before the time fixed for closing 
the entry, whether the stakes fill or not, and although, from in¬ 
sufficient description or any other cause, the dogs named .^nay be 
disqualified. No entry shall be valid unless the amount due for it 
has been paid in full. For all produce and other stakes where a 
forfeit is payable no declaration is necessary ; the non-payment of 
the remainder of the entry money at the time fixed for that pur¬ 
pose is to be considered a declaration of forfeit. The secretary' is 
to be responsible for the entry money of all dogs whose names appear 
upon the card. 

10. .Alteration of NaiIie.— If any subscriber should enter 
a greyhound by a different name from that in which it shall have 
last been entered to run in public, or shall have been registered in 
the Stud Book, he shall give notice of the alteration to the secretary 
at the time of entry, and the secretary shall place on the card both 
the late and the present names of the dog, and this must be done 
at all meetings at which the dog runs throughout the coursing 
season in which the alteration has been made. If notice of the 
alteration be not given, the dog shall be disqualified. The new 
name must be registered before the dog can run under it. 

11. Prefix, of ‘Ns.’—A ny subscriber taking an entry in a 
stake must prove to the satisfaction of the stewards, if called upon 
by them to do so, that any greyhound entered by him, without the 
prefix of the word ‘ Names,’ is bona fide his own property. If a 
subscriber enters a dog not his own property without putting 'ins’ 
after his own name, the dog so entered shall be disqualified. 
Every' subscriber shall, if requested, deliver in writing tp^ the 
secretary of the meeting the name of the bond fide owner of the 
grey'hound named by'him, and this , communication is to be pro¬ 
duced should any dispute arise. No dog purchased or»procured 
for a less time than the entire period still remaining of its public 
running, or belonging to two or more persons, unless they are 
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declared confederates, shall, be held as bond fide the property of a 
subscriber. The names of confederates must be registered'with 
the keeper of the .Stud Book—fee, is, for each name. Assumed 
names must also be registered with the keeper of the Stud Book— 
fee, 5 guineas. « 

12. Death of a SaBscwBER.—The death of a subscriber 
shall only affect his nominations if it occur before the draw, in 
which case, subject to the exceptions stated below, they shall be 
void, whether the entries have been made or not, and any money- 
received for forfeits or stakes shall be returned, less the proportion 
of expenses when the amount has been advertised, and n-hen the 
nomiriations rendered vacant are not filled Ijy other subscribers. 
If he has parted with all interest in the nominations, and dogs not 
his property are entered and paid for, such entries shall not subse¬ 
quently be disturbed. When dogs that have been entered in 

, produce stakes change owmers, with their engagements and with 
.their forfeits paid, the then owner, if entitled to run them in those 
■•stakes, shall not be prevented from doing so by reason of the death 
of the former owner. 

13. Dr.aw. —Immediately before the greyhounds are drawn at 
any meeting, and before nine o’clock on every subsequent evening 
during the continuance of such meeting, the time and place of 
putting the first brace of dogs into the slips on the fol owing morn¬ 
ing shall be declared. A card or counter, bearing a corresponding 
number, shall be assigned to each entry. These numbered cards 
or counters shall then be placed together and drawn indiscrimi¬ 
nately. This classification, once made, shall not, be disturbed 
throughout the meeting, except for the purpose of guarding, or on 

14. Guarding. —When two or more nominations in a stake 
are taken in one name, the greyhounds, if bond fide the property 
of the same owner, shall be guarded throughout. This is always 
to be arranged, as far as possible, by bringing up dogs from below 
to meet those which are to be guarded. Tliis guarding is not, 
however, to depriie any dog of a natural bye to which he m.sy be 
entitled, either in the draw or in running through the stake. Dogs 
whose position has been altered in consequence of guarding or of 
byes, must return to their original position in the next, round, if 
guarding-^does not prevent it. 

15. B,VE.S.—A.iratural bye shall be given to the lowest available 
dog in each round, Ko dog shall run ,a .second such bye in any 
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entitled to claim the course, subject to the discretion of the stewards, 
and shall iri that case run a bye. If both dogs be absent at the 
expiration of ten minutes, the stewards shall have power to dis- 
Cjualify both dogs, or to fine their owners any sum not e.xceeding 
5/. each. The nominator is answerable for his dog being put into 
the slips at the right time, on the right side, and against the right 
dog. No allowance shall be made for mistakes. No dog shall be 
put into the slips for a deciding course until thirty minutes after 
its course in the previous round without the consent of its owner. 
See Ride 31. 

19. Control of Dogs in Slips.— The control of all matters 
connected with slipping the greyhounds shall rest with the stewards 
of a meeting. Owners or servants, after delivering their dogs into 
the hands of the slipper, may follow close after them, but not so 
as to inconvenience the slipper, or in any way interfere with the 
dogs, under a penalty of i/. Neither must they holloa them on 
while running, under the same penalty. Any greyhound found to 
be beyond control in the slips may, by order of the stewards, be 
taken out of the slips and disqualified. 

20. Greyhounds of Same Colour to We.ar Collars.— 
When two greyhounds drawn together are of the same colour, 
they shall each wear a collar, and the owners shall be subject to 
a penalty of loj. for non-observance of this rule. The colour of 
the collar shall be red for the left-hand side, and white for the 
right-hand side of the slips. The upper dog on the card must be 
placed on. the left hand, and the lower dog- on the right hand of 
the slips. 

21. The order to slip maybe given by the judge, or the slip 
steward, or the stewards of a meeting may leave the slip to the 
sole discretion of the slipper. The length of slip must necessarily 
vary with the nature of the ground, but should never be less than 
from three to four score yards, and must be maintained of one 
uniform length, as far as possible, throughout each stake. 

22. The .Slipper.—I f one greyhound gets out of the slips, 
the slipper shall not let the other go. In any case of slips break¬ 
ing, and either or both dogs getting away in consequence, the 
slipper may be fined not exceeding’ i 7 ., at the discretion of the 
stewards. 

23. The judge shall be subject to the general rules which may 
be established by the National Coursing Club for his guidance. 
He shall, on the termination of each course, immediately deliver 
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his decision aloud, and shall not recall or reverse his decision, o,a 
any pretext whatever, after it has been declared ; but no decision 
shall be delivered until the judge is perfectly satisfied that the course 
is absolutely terminated. 

24. The judge .shall decide all course.s upon the one uniform 
principle that the greyhound which does most towards killing the 
hare during the continuance of the course is to be declared the 
winner. The principle is to be carried out by estimating the value 
of the work done by each greyhound, as seen by the judge, upon 
a balance of points according to the scale hereafter laid down, 
from which also are to be deducted certain specified allowances 
and penalties. 

25. The points of the course are— 

a. Speed—which shtill be estimated as one, two, or three points, 
according to the degree of superiority shown. [See definition 
below (a).] 

d. The Go-bye. —Two points, or if gained on the outer circle, three' 
points. 

r. The One point. ' , 

d. fFrettf/n-Half a point. 

e. The Kill.—Two points, or, tn-a descending scale, in proportion to 

the degree of merit displayed in that kill, which may be of no 
value. . , ■ • • ■ . 

f. The Trip. —One point. 

' Definition of Points 

(fl.) In estimating the value of speed to the hare, the judge must take 
into account the several forms in which it may be displayed, 

1. Where in the run up a clear lead is gained by one of the dogs, in 

which case one, two, or three points m.ay be given, according to 
the length of lead, apart from the score for a turn or wrench. 

In awarding these points the judge shall take into, consideration 
the merit of a le.ad obtained by a dog which has lost ground at 
the start, either, from be,ing unsighted or from a bad slip, or 
which has had to run the outer circle. 

2. Wheird one grey'hound leads the other so long as the hare runs 

straight, but Joses the lead from her bending round decidedly in 
favour of the slower dog of her own .accord, in which case the ' 
one greyhound shall score one point for the speed shown, and the 
other dog score one point for the first turn. 
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3. Under no cireiinistances is speed without subsequent work to be 
aUowed to decide a course, except-where great superiority is 
; shovvn by one greyhound over another in a long lead to covert. 

If a dog, after gaining the first six points, still keeps possession 
of the hare by.superior speed, he shall have double the prescribed 
allowance for the subsequent points made before his opponent 

b. ■ The Go-bye is where a greyhound starts a clear length behind his 

opponent, and yet passes him in a straight run, and gets'a clear 
length before him. 

c. The 7'uni is where the hare is brought round at not less than a 

right angle from her previous line. 

d. The IVrcmh is where the hare is bent from her line at less than a 

right angle; but where she only leaves her line to suit herself, 
and not from the greyhound pressing her, nothing is to be 
allowed. 

e. The Merit of a Kill must be estimated according to whether a 

greyhound, by his own superior dash and skill, bears the hare : 
, whether he picks her up through any little accidental circum¬ 
stances favouring him, or whether she is turned into his mouth, 
as it were, by the other greyhound. 

/. The J'rif, or unsuccessful effort to kill,. is where the hare is 
thrown off her legs, or where a greyhound flecks her, but cannot 
hold her. 

26. .The following allowances shall be made for accidents to a 
greyhound during a course ; but in every case they shall only be 
deducted from the other dog’s score ;— 

a. For losing ground at the start, either from -being unsighted, or 
from a bad slip, in which case the judge is to decide wliat 

score of (he foremost dog is not to begin until the'second has had 
an-opportunity of joining in the course, and the judge may decide 

as he may think fit. _ 

. t). Where a hare bears very decidedly in favour of one of the grey¬ 
hounds, .after the first or subsequent turns, in which case tire next 
point shall not be scored by the dog unduly favoured, or only 
Imlf his points allowed, according to circumstances. .No grey¬ 
hound shall receive any allowance for a fall or ar. accident, will) 
the exception of being ricideii over by the owner of iltt- compel- 
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hig greyhound, or his servant, prcn’ided for by Rale 30 or whan, 
]rressing his hare, in which case his opponent shall not Count the 
next point made 

27. Penalties are as follow 

a. Where a greyhound, from his own defect, refuses to follow .the 
hari^t which he is slipped, he shall lo.se the course, 
h. Where a dog wilfully stands still in a course, or departs from 
directly pursuing the hare, no point.s subsequently made by bira 
shall be .scored ; and if the points made by him up to that time 
be just equal to those made by his antagonist in the whole 
course, he sliall thereby lose the course; but where one 01 both 
dog.s stop with the hare in view, through inability to continue 


e course, it shall be decided according to the number of points 



sequently made by him are not to be .scored ; but if he does his 
best to fence, and is foiled by sticking in a meuse, the course 
.shall end there. When the points are equal, the superior fencer 


28. If a second hare, be started during a course, and one of the 
dogs follow her, the course shall end there. 

29. Greyhound Getting Loose. —Any person allowing a 
grejdiound to get loose, and join in a course which is being run, 
shall be fined i/. If the loose greyhound belong to either of the 
owners of the dogs engagred in the particular course, such owner 
shall forfeit his chance bf the stake tvith the dog then running, 
unless he can prove, to the satisfaction of the stewards, that he had 
not been able to get the loose greyhound taken up after running 
its own course. The course is not to be considered as necessarily^ 
ended when, a- third dog joins in. 

30. Riding Over a Greyhound.—I f any subscriber, or his 
servant, shall ride ov^r his opponent’s greyhound while running a 
course, the owner of the dog So ridden over shall (although the 
course be given against him), be deemed the winner of it, or shall 
have the option of allowing the other dog to remain and run out 
the stake, and in such case shall be entitled to.half its winnings. 

31. A ‘no course’ is when by accident or by the shortness of 
the course the dogs are not tried together,, and if one be then 
drawn the other must run a bye, unless the judge on being appealed 
to shall decide that he has done work enough to be exempted from 
it. ‘ An undecided course’ is where the judge considers the merits 
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of the dogs equal, and if either is then drawn the other cannot 
be required to run a bye; but the owners must at the time declare 
which dog remains in. (See Rule 33.) The judge shall signify 
the distinction between a ‘no course’ and an ‘undecided’ by taking 
off his bat in the latter case only. After an ‘undecided’ or ‘no 
course,’ if the dogs before being taken up get on another or the 
same hare, the. judge must ioUow, and shall decide in favour of 
one if he considers that there, has been a sufficient trial to justify 
his doing so. A ‘no course’ or an ‘undecided’ maybe run off 
immediately, if claimed on behalf of both dogs before the next 
brace are put into the slips, or in case of ‘ no course’ if so ordered 
by the judge, otherwise it shall be run again after the two next 
courses, unless it stand over till the next morning, rvhen it shall be 
the first course run ; if it is the last course of the da}’, fifteen 
minutes shall be allowed after both dogs are taken up. 

32. The judge shall render an explanation of any decision only 
to the stewards of the meeting if required, through them, before 
the third succeeding course, by’ the owner, or nominator, or repre¬ 
sentative of the owner or nominator, of either of the greyhounds 
engag-ed in the course. The stewards shall, if requested to do so, 
express their opinion whether the e.xplanation is satisfactory or not, 
and their opinion in writing may be asked for and published after¬ 
wards, but the decision of the judge, once given, shall not be 
reversed for any cause. 

33. WlTHDR.'tWAL OF A DOG.—If a dog be withdrawn from 
any stake on the field, its owner, or some one having his authority, 
must at once give notice to the secretary,' or flag, or slip steward. 
If the dog belongs to either of these officials, .the notice must be 
given to the other. When, after a ‘ no course ’ or an ‘ undecided,’ 
one of the greyhounds has been officially drawn, and the dogs are 
again, by, mistake, put into slips and run a course, the arrange¬ 
ment come to sha’Tstand, whatever the judge's decision may be, 
and all bets on the course shall be void. 

34. Impugning JudcI;.—I f any subscriber, owner, or any other 
person, proved to be interested, openly impugns the decision of the 
judge on the ground, except by a complaint to the stewards, 
according to Rule 32, he shall forfeit not more than 5/., nor less 
than 2/., at the discretion of the stewards 

35. Stakes ,kot Run Out.—W hen two greyhounds remain 
in for the deciding course, the stakes shall be considered divided 
if they belong to the same owner, or to confederates, and also if 
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only tbe dogs which he beat in the several rounds shall have a right 
to contend fo.r it. 

38. DEF. 4 ULTERS.—No person shall be allowed to enter or run 
a greyhound, in his own or any other person’s name, who is a 
defaulter for either stakes, forfeits, or bets, or for money due under 
an arrangement for a division of winnings, or for penalties regularly 
imposed for the infraction of rules by the stewards of any meeting, 
or for any payment required by a decision of the National Coursing- 
Club, or for subscriptions due to any club entitled to have repre¬ 
sentatives in the National Coursing Club. As regards bets, how¬ 
ever, this rule shall only apply when a complaint is lodged with 
the secretary of the National Coursing Club within six months 
after the bet becomes due. On receipt of such complaint the 
secretary shall give notice of the claim to the person against whom 
it is made, with a copy of this rule, and if he shall not pay the bet, 
or appear before the next meeting.of the National Coursing Club, 
and resist the claim successfully, he shall be considered a defaulter. 

39. Judge or Slipper Interested. —Jf a judge or slipper 
Ire in any way interested in the winnings of a greyhound or grey¬ 
hounds, the owner and nominator in each case, unless they can 
prove satisfactorily that such interest was without their cognisance, 
shall forfeit all claim to the winnings, and the clog shall be dis¬ 
qualified ; and if any nominator or owner of greyhounds shall 
give, offer, or lend money, or anything of value, to any judge or 
slipper, such owner or nominator shall not be allowed to run dogs 
in his own or any other person’s name during any subsequent 
period that the National Coursing Club may decide upon, 

40. Any person vvho is proved to the satisfaction of the 
National Coursing Club to have been guilty of any fraudulent or 
discreditable conduct in connection with coursing, may, in addition 
to any pecuniary penalty to cvhich he may be liable, be declared 
incapable of running or entering a greyhound in his own or any 
other person’s name during any subsequent period that the National 
Coursing Club may decide upon ; and any dogs under liis care, 
training, management, or superintendence, shall be disqualillecl 
during such subsequent period. 

41. Bets.—A ll bets upon an undecided coui'se slial! slaurl 
unless one of the greyhounds be drawn. All bets upon a dog 
running firthcr than another iii the stake shall be p.p,, wha.te.vcr 
accident may hapjicn. Bets upon a deciding, as u])on e\ ery othev 
course, arc off, if the course is not run. Long oilds bets shall he 
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void, unless the o-reyhound the bet refers to shall run one course 
in the stake, other than a bye, after the bet is made. Long odds 
bets, with this exception, shall be p.p. 

42. Bets on Stakes Divided, —Where money has been laid 
against a dog winning a stake, and he divides it, the two sums 
must be put together and divided in the same proportion as the 
value of the stakes. 
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Accidents togreyhoimds during 
a course, allowances for, 389 

shire, 248, 251, 254 
A.-D.-C. (eyess tiercel), 251 
Adrian (ger-tiercel), 343 
Aldama, Comte Alphonse de, 
32S, 345 

Alec Halliday, 96. 

Alexander, Prince, of the- 
Netherlands, 338 
Alexandra Palace, Muswell 
Hill, hawking at, 345 
Altcar Coursing Club, i63 -; its 
influence on coursing, 164 ; 
prestige of membership, 165 ; 
predominance of Lancashire 
members, 165 ; the Cup, 166; 
matches (t86o, 1864) at Ash¬ 
down and Amesbury, 166; 

1863, l6y ; circular issued by 
the coDiniitfee of the Ames¬ 
bury match in r864,.i68 ; the 
Altcar Club’s circular, 170; 

• discussion on guarding, 171; 

results of the meetings, 173- 
' ^ 

Altcar coursing ground, 9, 139 
Altcar Platl, the, 9 
Alvaniey, Lord, 339 
Amesbury (passage falcon), 251 


EAL 

Amesbury coursing ground, 139, 
Anderson, John (falconer), 325, 

326/334 

Angela (passage falcon), 251 
Angus, Mr., of Whitfield, jSo 
Anne,-Major, 348 . , 

Annie Maepherson, 126 
-Annoyance, 109 
Archdale, Captain, 94 
' Arrian, quoted on coursing, 3, 4 
A'ihdown Park Champion Meet¬ 
ing, 173, 174 

Ashdown Park Coursing Club, 
161, 163, 166 
Astle}', Sir John D., 94 
Athol, Puke of, 326 
Aurora (passage hawk), 286 
Ayrshire, hawking in, 251 

BAK-AT-THE-BotYSTE (t, I3-15, 

, It 4 , 115, 12S, 129, 13!, 135 
Bacchante (haggard falcon), 2S6 
Bachelor, 141, 142 
Bag for falconers, 23:, 232 
Balfour, j., 338 
Eallangeich, 98 

Ballantinc, Peter (falconer), his 
method of training hawks, 
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Caficy, J., '21 



Cardinal York. 130 . ■ 

Carmarthen, Lord, 326,'33I 
C.armichael Coursing ground, 


139 . 

Carpenter, Admiral, 196 



. of Hates ami Wikifow!, 163,, 
ig3; its meetings 183, head- 
riuirters, 1S4; character of 
the coursing ground, 185 ; the 
s))ort, 1S6, .187 ; anecdote of 
the rail, 187, rS8 
Clifton, Talbot, 204 
Clive, II, 107 

Cliibs, coursing, early, i6l ; 
rules. of memliership, 162 ; 
members of the -Malton in 
• 1828, 162 ; foundation of the 
AUcar, 16^' -supetsession of 
its dub gatherings by open 
meetings, 163; modern asso- 
cistiohs, 163 ; position of the 
Altcar, 164; this club's 
matches and meetings (i860, 
1864), 166-178; the Bothal, 
179-182 ; the Cliffe and 
i-Iundred of Hoo, 163, 182- 
187 ; the Essex, 189-193 ; 
the Lichfield, 193, 194; the 
North of England, 195-200 ; 

‘ the Ridgway, 200-204 ; the 
Sleaford, .205-207 ; the South 
p^ - England, 207-209 ; the 
\Vest Cumberland, 210-213 
Clubs, hawking, 296, 298, 32S, 

334-346 . 

Clyto. 34, 35. 130, 143 
Ciyto IV;, 35 , , 

Cock Robin, 15 . 

Cod liver oil, use of; for dogs’ 
disorders, 65, 71 
Code of Rules of the National 
Coursing Club, 3S2-394 
Coke, Archie, 138 
Coke,J., 13S 

Collars, to be worn by dogs of 
same colour, 3S7 * 
Confederate Hawks of Great- 
Britain, 335, 336 
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Conster, 93 

Contango, 119',' 130, 143 
Coomassie, 17-19. 121, 129 
Coot hawking, 316 
Corbet, W., his hawking estab¬ 
lishment, 347 
Corbett, V. W., 196 
Cornwall, seagull hawking in, 
2S4 

Cosgrave, E. (falconer), 334, 346 
Cottage Girl, iSo 
Countryman, 130 
Coursers, opinions of, on grej'- 
hounds, 127-150; penalties 
on fraudulent, 393 
Coursing, antiquity of, 3 ; Arrian 
quoted on, 4 ; Queen Eliza¬ 
beth’s ‘ Laws of the Leash oil 
Coursing,’ 4-6 ; in Charles 
I.'s reign, 6 ; the points of a 
.course, 7, 388 ; the ’Waterloo 
Cup and its winners and run ¬ 
ners up, 8-29 ; on breeding, 
30-39 ; pedigree tables of 
celebrated dogs, 40-53 ; 
practical greyhound breeding, 
54-69 ; treatment of saplings, 
70-79 ; the greyhound’s train¬ 
ing, So-92; enclosed conrs- 
ing, 93-105 ; celebrated grey¬ 
hounds of the past, 106-126 ; 
opinions of noted coursers on 
greyhounds and their per¬ 
formances, 127-I53 ; descrip¬ 
tion and points of a grey¬ 
hound, 154-160; clubs, 361- 
213; officials of clulis and 
courses, 373-377. 379-3Si ; 
public trainers, 378 ; code 
of rules of the National 
Coursing Club, 3S2-394 
‘Coursing Calendar,’ quoted, 


DI3 

Crabbe, Major Bingham, 334 ; 

hawking establishment of, 347 
Crawford, Stirling, 339 
Creole (passage falcon), 251 
Crocus (falcon), 208 
Cro.ss, E. M., 2n' 

Cui Bono, 35, 36 
Curiosity, 116, 124 
Czarina, 140 


Daams, Frank (falconer), 330 
Daams, Jan (falconer), profe.?- 
sionnl career of, 330 
Daankers, J. L, (falconer), 330 
-Daginar, 130 
Daintree, Captain, 141 
Daniel, on coursing, 6 
Dark Rustic, 93 
Davenport, Mr., 162 
David, 129, 130, 140, 142 
Deacon, 11 

Death of a subscriber (coursing), 

385 

Deceit, 94 

Defaulters, coursing, 393 
Definition of points in coursing, 
3S8 

Dent, Edward, on coursing, 
132, 134, 136, 137, 147, 15c 
De Ruyter (falconer), 33S, 339 
Dervock, 212 
De.sert falcons, 306 
Destiny (tiercel), 344 
Devastation, 29 
Dhulecp Singh (liercel), 256 
Dhuleep Singh, IMaharajah, 2S6, 
293. 327, 32S, 340 
7 ‘)icken.s, Charles, and the Bui] 
IfoLcI, Rochester, 184 
Difljington, Norfolk, hawking 
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'treatmeiii, 365-371 

)*;is'i;empe!r, 65, 67^ 68 
Dixon, Anthony, 210, 211 
) )ixon, Thomas, 2U 
Dobson, F., 147 
Dogs, use of, in hawking, 243, 
246, 248-250 
Donald, 17 

Doncaster coursing ground, loi 
Dovrefeld, the, falcon-catching 
huts on, 298 

Downes, -A'fr., of Gunton, 331 
Downpour, 22 

Druid (eyess tiercel), 279, 341 
‘ Duck-killer,’ the (^tassage 
hawk), 268 

Dugmore, Captain F. S., 32S, 

329, 345' 

Duke Macpherson, 21, 135, 136 
Duncombe, Hon. Cecil, 279, 339 
Dunmail, 210 

Dunn, Nathaniel, of Newcastle, 
179, 181 

Dutch bells for hawks, 230 
Dutch falconers, 222, 223, 263- 
26S, 294, 330-332 
Dutch hoods for hawks, 225, 
226, 227 

Dwyer, E. (falconer), 334, 347 

Early Morn, 93 
East, Joshua, 20S 
East Kent Coursing Club, too 
Eczema in dogs, 58, 59, 70 
Eden, Sir William, 196 
Edwin Greentick, 36, 56 
Eglinton, Earl of, 325 
Elizabeth, Queen, her ‘ Laws of 
the Leash or Coursing,’ 4-6 
Elkington, Messrs., of Regent 


Ellis, Hon. W. C, 179, j8o, 
181, 196 

Ellis, William, 131, 147 
Elsa (passage falcon), 2^, 342 
El Souddn,'i8o 
Elveden, gerfalcons at, 295 
Empress (falcon), 342 
Enclosed coursing, 93 ; Plump- 
ton, 93; its patrons, 94; effects 
of the (ground Game Act, 94; 
Grand Produce .Stakes, 95; 
Gosforth, 95 ywinnersand run¬ 
ners-up at Gosforthfrom i88l 
to 1889, 96, 97 ; Kempton, 
98; winners and runners-up of 
Champion Stakes, Kempton, 
98, 99 ; Haydock Park, 99 ; 
Wye Racecourse, 100 ; Four 
Oaks Park, .100 ; Doncaster 
Coursing C-ompany, loi ■; 
Mourne Park, 102 ; Purdys- 
burh, 102 ; Trabolgan, 102 ; 
Holestone, 194 ; effect of re¬ 
peated running in enclosed 
grounds on greyhounds,’ 104 ; 
evils of, 146-148 
‘ Encycloptedia Britannica,’ the, 

England Yet, 132 
.English falconers, 332-334 
Entries, coursing, 3S2-3S4 
.Entry money, payment of, on 
. nominations, 384 
Epsoin Downs, hawking on, 
296, 345 

Eslington Coursing Meeting, 198 
Essex Coursing Club, the, 180 
Evans, Mr., of Sawston, Cam¬ 
bridgeshire, 329 
liverley, Wiltshire, hawking at, 
219 ‘ 

Ewen, Mr., of Etvenfield, Ayr, 
251, 326 
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Fmr Floraline, loi 
Falcon, de6nition of a, 234; 

breeding-places, 236 
Falconers’ Club {‘The Con¬ 
federate Hawks of England 
298; Lord Orford and Colonel 
, Thornton nianagers,- 335 ; 
advertisement of, 335 ; pre¬ 
sentation of silver urn to 
Colonel Thornton, 336; mem¬ 
bers of the club, 336, 337 ; 
I/rrd Berners manager, 337 ; 
wind-up of the club, 338 
Falconers, Dutch, 222, 223, 
263-268, 294, 330-332; Eng. 
lish, 332-334; Scotch, 222- 

224, 325-329 

Falconry, causes of its deca¬ 
dence, 217 ; suitable comitrjr 
for hawking, 21S ; the most 
ancient of sports, 219 ; Eng- 
• lish works treating of,. 2jg- 
221'; Queen Elizabeth’s inte¬ 
rest in, 219; extract from 
Shakespeare on, 220 ; foreign 
works on, 221 ; ancient and 
modern falconers contrasted, 
222, 223 ; management of 
passage hawks, 223 ; eyesses 
or nestling hawks, 224; hack¬ 
ing, 224; true falcons and 
short-winged hawks, 224; 
225 ; Dutch and Indian 
hoods, 225-227 ; rafter hoods{ 
226, 227 ; jesses, 228, 234 ; 
bells, 229; the cadge ' 
and brail. 230, , 233 ; the 
lure, 231; the fakoner'.s bag, 
231 ; European and Oriental 
fashions of carrying hawks, 
231 n. ;> use of .the voice in 
training, 232 ; glossary of 
hawking terms, 233-235 ; 


breeding places of the pere¬ 
grine falcon, 236 ; taking the 
young froth the nest, 236 ; 
hawks at hack, 238 ; rearing, 
238; Ballantine’s method, 
239; feeding, 241 ; use of 
the bowmet, 241 ; training, 

242 ; breaking to the hood, 

243 ; introducing the lure, 

244 ; early essays in killing, 

244 ; setting at pigeons, 245 ; 
at'wild game, 245; dogs in 
aid, 245, 246, 24S-250; 

making-in to hawks, 246 ; 
limits of date in killing, 246 ; 
effects of hawking on game, 
247 ; at grouse, 248 ; flushing 
game with setters, 250; at 
partridge, 250 ; Old Hawking 
Club’s records of game killed, 
251, 252; putting the hawk 
up beforehand, 252; wild- 
duck sport, 253 ; falcon at 
W'oodcock, 254 ; snipe, phea- 

' sant, and blackgame, 254 ; 
hares, 254 ; magpie hawking, 
256-258 ; superiority of the 
passage hawk to the eyess, 
259 ; its temper, 259 ; where 
and how to catch wild falcons, 
262-26S; handling them alter 
capture, 26S ; coaxing them 
to eat, 269 ;■ entering to the 
lure, 270-272; entering to 
the quarry, 272; heron hawk¬ 
ing, 272 ; at Didlington and 
Loo, 273 ; method of con¬ 
ducting the sport, 274, 275 ; 
kite^ hawking, 276 : rook 
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finarry to the hawk, 278; 
h()\v 15dis-le-l)uc was induced 
to tly at rooics, 279 ; eyesses 
and ticrceJs at rooks, 279; 
instructions for conducting 
this sport, 280; description 
of a flight at rooks, 281-283 ; 
sea-gull hawking, 284 ; dis¬ 
taste of hawks for the flesh of 
this quarry, 285 ; difficulty of 
taking lapwing or green 
plov'cr, 285 ; Norfolk picker, 
stone curlew, or thicknee, 
285; John Barr’s report of 
the marked excellence of 
passage hawks at grouse; 286 ; 
haggards, 286 ; early fitness 
of passage hawks after catch¬ 
ing, 287 ; differences in size, 
colour, and appearance be¬ 
tween peregrines, 2S7 ; re¬ 
covering lost hawks, 288-291; 
varieties of gerfalcons, 292- 
299; theirliability to asthma, 
293 ; merlins, 299-304 ; mer¬ 
lins at larks, 301-303 ; at 
pigeons, 303, 304; the hobby, 
304, 305 ; hobbies mobbing 
off tiercels, 305 ; sacres, 306, 
307 ; lanners, 307 ; Barbaiy 
falcons, 307 ; the shahin, 307 ; 
the higgur, 307 ; passage gos¬ 
hawks, 310; training of 
short-winged hawks, 3H-314; 
entering to quarry, 314 ; at 
rabbits, ,314 ; , at hares, 315; 
various quarry killed by gos¬ 
hawks, 316; their determina¬ 
tion, 317 ; antagonism of gos- 

319; the sparrow-hawk, 320- 
324 ; its liability to fits, 323 ; 
hawking on racecourses, 327; 
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cclcljrated .Scotch falconets, 
825-329; famous Dutch fal¬ 
coners, 330-332; English 
falconers, ' 332-334 ; cliiljs, 
334-345: private establish¬ 
ments, 346-348; the manage-, 
ment of the mews, 349 ; 
ventilation, 349; perches, 
349, 35°: garden blocks for 
hawks weathering, 351 ; the 
bow-perch, 351 ; Captain 
.Salvin’s iron jrerch, 352, 353 ; 
guarding hawks from bad 
weather, 352, 353; foes to 
hawks, 354; bathing, 354; 
on the cadge, 354 ; getting 
in condition, 355-360; diet 
and feeding, 356, 357 ; rangle 
as a conditioner, .357. 358; 
administration of castings, 
358; an Indian recipe, 359, 
360 ; keeping the feathers in 
good order, 360; imping, 
362, 363 ; coping, 363 ; the 
moulting period, 364, 365 ; 
treatment of diseases, 365; 
croaks or hecks, 366; frounce, 
366 ; inflammation of the 
crop, . 366 ; cramp, 367 ; 
swelled feet and corns, 367; 
Captain Biddjlph’s improve¬ 
ment on the ordinary perch, 
36S; inflammation of the 
lungs, 369; blain, 369; para¬ 
sites, 370 

‘ Falconry in the British Isles,’ 
quoted, 221, 224, 225, 251, 
256, 274> 319,.325. 354 

Falconry Club, the, 296 ; organ¬ 
ised by Captain Dugmore, 
328 ; its inception and failure, 
345. 346 

Faster and Faster, 25 
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Fawcett, Messrs., 137 
Fermoy, Lord, 102 
Fewterer, the, 4 , , . 

‘ Field Quarterly Magazine and 
Review,’ quoted, ,S 
Fisher, Major Hawkins, hawk¬ 
ing record of, 252 ; his 
. hawking establishment, 347 
Fitzfife, 25-27 
Fitzwilliam, Hon. C, 339 
Flag stewards, coursing, 381 
Fleming, iMr. (manager of the 
Renfrewshire Subscription 
Hawks), 325, 334 
Follicular mange or eczema in 
dogs, cure of, 58, 59 
Forges, M. de, 330 
Four Oaks Park coursing ground, 

Fo-x, Hon. C. L, 339 , 

Frederick, Prince; of the Neth- 
' erlands', 338 
Free Flag, 96 

Freeman, Rev. G. E., Kis 
‘ Falconry : its history, &c.'’ 
221, 303 ; (‘ Peregrine ’), 348 
Frost, Alfred (falconer),' 334, 
347 

Frost, Charles, 346 
Frost, John (falconer), 296 ; 
professional career of, 333, 
334; death of, 341 
Frounce, 234, 293, 296, 366 
Fudge, ro7, 142. 

Fugitive, 125 
Fullerton, 22-27, 3^! 99i 

133.. 13S-137 

Fusilier, 106, 126, 130, 144 


Gallant Foe, 32,122,144, iS® 
Gay City, 33. loo, i39. 132, m 


George IV., presented with a 
cast of falcons by the Duke of 
Athol, 326 

Gerfalcons (gyrfalcotis), charac¬ 
ter of, 292; liability to asthma, 
293, 296; their faults, 294 ; 
328 

Ghillie Callum, 

Gibbs, Peter (falconer), 334, 347 
Gladstone, Mr., 137 . 

Glen Islay, 95 
Glenkiflc, 97 
Glehmahra, 'loo 
Glossary of terms used inliawk- 
ing, 233-235 

Go-bye,the, incoursing, 388, 389 
Golden Star, loi 
Goodlake, General, 93, 94 
Goodlake, Mr., 162 
Gorton, Mr., 12 
Gosforth Gold Cup, 96, 97 
Goshawks, 225, 251, 253, 265, 
273. 307 ; passage, 310: train- 
ing, 311-314; entering to 
qutrrry, 314 ; at rabbits, 334 ; 
at hates, 315 ; 347 
Graham, Thomas, 144 
Grand' Produce Stakes, Plump- 
lon. 95 

Grandmaison, Vicomte de, 345 
Granny (haggard falcon), 2S6 
Graves, F., 147 
Great Fly, 24 

Great Southern Cup, Plumpton, 
93 

Greater Scot, 21, 131-133 
■Green, E,,-338 
Green plover hawking, 285 

Greentick, 20, 33, 36,37, 30-33, 
96, 100, loo, 126, !3!, 332, 

143 
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' (ireyhoiind Stud Book, The,’ 
on coursing, 6 

Greyhounds, celebrated, of the 
past, 106 Judge, 107 ; Can* 
aradzo, 70S ; King Death, 
109; Brigadier, up; Lobelia, 
III; Master McGrath, ItZ; 
Bab-at-the-Bowster, 114; Sea 
Cove, 116; Bed of Stone, It? ; 
King Cob, u8; Cerito, 118 ; 
Misterton, 119 ; Honeywood, 
120; Coomassie, 121; Prin¬ 
cess Dagmar, I2Z ; Snow- 
flight, 124 ; Herrera, 125 ; 
Macpherson, 126 
Greyhounds, description and 
points of, 154-159; scale of- 
points, 159; trainers, 378; 
entries, 382, 383; alteration 
of name, 384 ; guarding, 385 ; 
control in slips, 387 ; collars 
worn when of same colour, 
387 ; points m coursing, 388, 
389 ; accident allowances, 
389 ; penalties, 390 ; objec¬ 
tions made to, 392 
Ground Game Act, effects of, on 
coursing, 94, 179, 207, 210 
Grouse hawking, 246-252, 316 
Guarding greyhounds, 385 
Gulnare II., 31 
Gunshot, 141 

Gyr-falcons. Sen Gerfalcons 


Habeas Corpus, 32 
Hacking hawks, 224, 238, 24I 
Hall, Colonel, of Weston Col¬ 
ville, 331 

Hall, Lowingham, 211 
Hamilton, Duke of,'94 
Hamilton, Lord C., 338 
Happy Rondelle, 138 


HOP 

Hare hawking, 254, 396, 398, 

315 

Harfagar, 31 

Harting, J. E., 296, 311, 346 
Have a ,care, 31, 138 
Hawking. See Falconry 
Hawking, term.s, gIos.sary of, 

233-235 , 

Ilaydock Park, coursing ground, 

79,84,99 , 

Hayward, Mr., 13S 
Hedley, James, 16, 21, 26, 133, 
138, 197, 207 

Henry, Prince, of the Nether¬ 
lands, 338 

Heron hawking, 221, 260, 272- 
276, 338, 339 ■ . ■ - 

Heronries, in England and 
Holland, 273, 275 ' 

Herrenhaiisen, 31 
Herrera, 125 

Herring gull hawking, 2S4 
Herschel, 21, 22, 100, 129 
Hervey, G, H. W., 206 
Heuvell, Frank van der (fal- 

330 

High Ash (Hawking) Club, 273 
.High Gillerspie, 93 
Hobby, the, 225 
Holestone coursing ground, 104 
Holland, trapping falcons in, 
262 ; heron hawking in, 273 
Holmby, 99, 106 
Honeydew, 125 

Honeymoon, 17, ilo, 129,130, 

133 

Honeywood, 19, 120, 129 
Hoods for hawks, Dutch and 
Indian patterns, 225; use of,' 
234 ; breaking hawks to, 242, 

243* 270 

Hope-Johnstone, IV. J., 134 




INDEX 


405 


HOR 

Hotnby, T. I)., 137, 167, t68, 
170, 171 
Hornpipe, 20 

Horses, use of, in rook hawking, ■ 
280 

Huic Halloa, 97, 99 , 

Humming Bird, 120, 142 
Humphery, A. J., 147 
‘ Hunger traces ’ in the hawE, 
241 K. 

. Huron, 93 
Hyde, S. H., 98 
Hyslop, Messrs., of Denton, 211 

ICEI..4ND gerfalcons, 292-296, 
328. 

Icelanderkin (gerfalcon), 298 
Ilsley Coursing Club, 162 

Imping hawks’ feathers, 361, 

, 362,363 

Iniping-needles, 362 
Impugning the decision of a 
judge, 391 
Inbreeding, 37 

India, hawking in, 306-308, 

319 

Indian bells for hawks, 229,230; 
falconers, 223; hoods, 225, 
226 ; jesses, 229 
Ion, 118 

. Ireland, coursing in, 102; hawk¬ 
ing in, 256, 341, 343 
Ivan the Great, 24 

Jacob, 177 
Janet’s Pride, 100 
Japan, hawking in, 319 

javelin (gerfalcon), 298 
Jeffersoti, Robert, 211 
Jeffery, 139 
Jenny Jones, 21 


Jerningham, Mr., 338 
Jesses for hawks, 22S, 229, 234, 

Jester, 32, 33, 130, 131 
John Bull, 107 
Jones, B. H., 308 ti. 

Judge, II, 38, 107, 130, 142,143 
J udges, coursing, 379 ; election 
of, 3S2 ; duties of, 387, 388 ; 
when decisions are impugned, 
391; when interested inslakes, 
393 


Kate, iiS 

Kempton coursing ground, 98 
Kennett, G., too 
Khorsabad, bas-relief of falconer 

Kildare, hawking in, 256 
Kilkenny, 93 

Kill, the, in coursing, 388, 389 
Kilmorey, Earl of, 102 
King Cob, 38, no, I13, I13, 
116, 117, itS, 141, 142 
King Death, ii, 109, 130 
King Lear, 11 

Kite hawking, 276. 297-299, 
Knight, Mr., 33S 


Lace, Dr., of Frizmgton, 213- 
I.ady Jane Grey (falcon), 347 
Lady Lyons, 15 
Lady Sarah. 112 
Landseer. .Sir E., his .^ketches 
,'if hawks at DsdIIngtor,, 337 
Langweil uKxjr.s, Caithness, 248, 

252 

L.anner, llic, 225. 307 
Lapwing hawking, 285 
Lara, 95 
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l,nrk liawking, 301-303, 305, 

339 

Ijascclles, Gerald, 340 
l,alha, 95 

Latham, Symon, Ins ‘Fauleon’s 
Lure and Cure,’ai9; quoted, 
259 ; on the gerfalcon, 293 
Lauderdale, 130, 131 
Lavvley, Sir Robert, 330 
Lawson, Sir John, 196 
Lawson, William (falconer), 332 
Layard, Sir A., quoted, on 
falconry, 219 

I^eash, for hawks, 22S. 234 ■ 
Ledger, Horace, 147 
Leeds, Duke of, record of 
hawking bag, 251; 294, 331, 
33S 

Letcombe Bowers Coursing 
Club, 162 

Lichfield Coursing Club, 193 ; 



Lilford, Lord, 293, 296, 332, 



Londonderry, Marquis of, 196 
Long, W., 167, 168 
Long’s David, 142 
Loo, Holland, heron hawking 
at, 221, 273, 275,; gerfalcons, 
trained at, 294, 296 


Loo Hawking Club, 330-332; 
Mr. E. €. Hewcome »ecr<r- 
lary, 337 ; hawks in its pos¬ 
session 338; members, 339; 
end of the dub, 339 
Louth Coursing Club, 162 
Lubbock’s ^ Fauna of Norfolk,’ 
quoted, 297, 330 n. 

I.uggur, the, 307 
Lundy Island hawk.s, 347 
Lure, the, for hawks, 231, 244, 

Lurgan coursing ground, 139 
Lurgan, Lord, 8, 15, 94 
Lynn, Mr.,, his .nomination, 
Melanie, wins Waterloo Cup 


MacpheeSon-, 32, 34, 46-49, 
106, 125, 126, 130 
Maggie Miller, 23 
Magnano,, 16 . 

Magpie hawking, 218, 256-258, 

343 

Maid of the Mill, 107 
Major, 141 

Malton Coursing Club, 162 
Manager; 19S 
Mange i». dogs, 58, 59, 70 - 
Mann, T. J., 334; his hawking 
establishment, 347 
Markham, 96 

Marshal McMahon, 96, 101 
Master Baarigh, 93 
Master McGrath, i2-r6, 112, 
113, 128^131, 132, 154 
Master Sam, 17, 126, 1.30 
Maxwell, SSr John, of Fdlock, 
334 

Maynard, Horn C., sSs 

Meg, 140 
Melanie, ft. 



INDEX 


Merlins, ias, 265, 299-304 
MeSpilus, 131 

Meteor (eyess tiercel), 256,, 343 
Mews, private, 346-34S ; man¬ 
agement of hawks in, 349-370 
Michel, E., training merlins to 
■flyiarks, 305 
Middleton, Lord, 330 
Milbank, Frederick, 339. 
Miller, H. G., 137, 13S 
Mills, Hon. C. W., 334 ; his 
. hawking establishment, 347 
Mineral Water, 20, 96, 97 
Mischief, 114 ■ 

Miss Glendyne, 20, 21, 33, S7, 
129,130,132,134,135,151, 
152 

Miss Staton, loi 

Misterton, 19, 31, 40-45, nS, 

119. 129. 130. 137 

-Mock Modesty, 172 
Mocking Bird, 129, 142 
Mollen, Adrian (falconer),, 263; 
his mishap with and subse¬ 
quent capture of the ‘ Duck- 
killer,’ 266 ; his system of 
feeding freshly-caught passage 
hawks, 270 ; discrimination 
of Aurora’s points as a falcon, 
286; training gerfalcons, 294; 
training sacres, 306 ; profes¬ 
sional career of, 331 
Mollen, Paul (falconer), profes¬ 
sional career of, 332 ; 346 
Mplyneux, Lord, 9, 164 
Montebello, Corote de, 345 
Moors, hawldng, 248 
Morfe Cour.sing Club, 162 
Morock (ger-tiercel), 339 
Morpeth Coursing Club, 179 
Morton, Eari of, 326 
Moulting period with hawks, 

364, 36s 


Mourne Park Coursing Ground* 

MugHston, Mr. (secretary of the 
Ridgway Coursing Clul?), 200 
Mullingar, 31, 32, 97 
Muriel, 16, 17 
Myra Ellen, 100 " 
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North, Culonei, 21, 23, 24, 131, 

J34-137 

North of England Coursing 
Club, 163, I So ; early days 
of its institution, 195 ; mem¬ 
bership and present patrons", 
196 ; the -Rainton Meeting, 
ig6 ; a singular incident of 
sport, 197 ; early hour of 
meeting, igS ; the Eslington 
ileeting, igS; at West Rain- 
ton, 199 ; minor meetings, 
199 ; non-members’ nomina- 

North Seaton coursing ground, 
1S2 

Novlhamjrtonshire, trapping’ of 
passage hawks in, 262, 346 

Norwegian gerfalcons, 292-294, 


0 BJECTJ ONS made to greyhounds 
in coursing, 392 
Oft'emont, Baron d’, 331, 337 
OiBcials of clubs and courses, 
373-377= 379-381 
Old Hawking Club, headquarters 
of, 220; record of game killed, 
251, 261 p sport in Ireland, 
256 ; in possession of ‘ The 
Duck-killer,’ 268; score of 
rooks and crows taken in the 
spring of 1887, 2S4 ; owners 
of Sibyl, Bacchante, and Elsa, 
286 ; fate of their Norwegian 
gerfalcons, 296 ; Barbary fal- 
. cons, 307 ; record of sport by- 
two members in Meerut, 308; 
Robert and John Barr in its 
service, 327, 328, 340; mem¬ 
bers in 1864, 340; reorganisa- 


PAN ’ 

tion in 1872, 340 ; Mr. GeraJd 
La-sceiics manager; ' 340 j re¬ 
turn of head of quarry killed 
in 1S87, 341 ; and in iSgq, 
341 ; famous hawks in its 
possession, 341-343,; mem- 
bcrs.'in 1890, 344 ; objects of 
the club, 344 

Oliver Twist, 107, 142, 144 
Opinions canvassed of noted 
coursers, 127 ; on the’twelve 
greatest greyhounds of ' the 
century, 12S ; the best ever 

cessful stud dogs of the last 
thirty years, r29; the best 
stud dog of the day, 130 ; six 
best-looking dogs and bitches 
within memory, 130 ; the 
most exciting and best con¬ 
tested courses, 131-134 ; the 
most successful of coursers, 
breeders, and trainers,. 134- 
J3S; jndge.s, 138 ; slippers, 
139; merits of the coursing 
grounds, 139 ; most success- 
tul sires within the last thirty 
ye.ars, 139-145 ; the question 
of the improvement or dete¬ 
rioration of greyhounds, 145- 
149; on the running of sap¬ 
lings, 150 

Orford, Lord, 140, 161, 297, 
29,S, 33o> 335= 33<j 
Oriental falconers, 223 
Oswald, Mr, (Auchmcruive),326 
Owen, Janies, 104 
Oxer, George (falconer), 334, 
344 ?i., 346 


Pantas (lung disease common 
to falcons), 293, 296 
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PAR 

Parachute (eyess falcon),. 25!) 
254, 261, 343 

Par^tes in dogs, 63-65, 70, 
71 ; in, hawks, treatment for, , 

.370 

Paris, 32, 33, 130, 181 
Parrish’s. Chemical Food, for 
dogs, 65, 71 

Partridge hawking, 218, 246, 

, 248, 250-252, 316 . 

Passage hawks, 223; superiority 
of, 259 ; how caught, tamed, 

, and trained, 262-272 ; John 
Barr’s testimony to their ex- 

after catching, 2S7. Stm Fal¬ 
conry 

‘ Paston Letters,t quoted on the 
go.sbawk, 311 
Patent, 129, 130, 143 
Patrick Blue, 24 
Veari (falcon), 326 
Peasant Boy, 16 
Peels, Jan (falconer), profes- 
sionai career of, 330 
Peewit hawking, 32S 
Pells, John (falconer), 293, 326; 

professional career, 331, 333 
Penalties on hounds in coursing, 

390 

Penelope II., 20, 135 
Perches for hawks, 349-353>36S 
Peregrines, 225; breeding 
places of, 236 ; difference-s in 
size, colour, and appearance 
'.between, 287. .S« Falconry 

‘ Perfect Booke, for Kepinge of 
Sparhaw'ks, The,’ 311 
Pheasant hawking, 254, 315 
Phcebu-s, 99, 132 
Pichot, Pierre, 345 ■ 

3°3. 304 


Pinkerton, 100 . 

Pleasant Nancy, 24 
Plenipotentiary (pa.ssage tiercel), 

Plover hawking; 2S5 
Plumpton coursing ground, 93 
Plunger, 19 

Points of a course, 7, 38S, 389 
Points of a greyhound, 155 ; 
head, 156 ; eyes, 157 ; cheek, 
157 ; neck, chest, and shoul¬ 
ders, 157 ; back, 157 ; quar- 
.tcrs, ■ 158; thighs, stifle, 
gaskins, 158; tail, 158; 
forelegs, pasterns, and feet, 

, 158; quality, 158; colour, 
159; scale of, 159, 160 
Porter, J. Porter, .quoted, 146 
Portland, 117 
Portland, Duke of, 196 
Postponement of coursing meet¬ 
ings, 386 

Prince (setter), 250 
Princess Dagmar, 19, 32, 122, 
123, 129, 130, 132, 181 
Ptarmigan, 32, 122, 130, 144 
Puddletown, 99, too 
Purdystosvn coursing ground, 


Quaver, 93 
Quicklime, 101 


KAUiSIT haw’king, 314 
Racecourse, 24 

Kainton Coursing Meeting, 196, 

Randell, Mr., 171, 172 
Rangle for hawks, 235, 357, 35S 
Kaper, Tom, 139 
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lUlclifTc, Co!. Delmc, on fal. 
conry, 224, 313 ; list of the 
quarry at which he lias flown 
goshawks, 319 
Ravensworth, Karl of, 196 
Kehe, II, 129 
Red hawks, 235 
Reed, J. L., 147, 150 
Renfrewshire Subscription 
Hawk.s, 325, 334 
Retford, James (falconer), 334, 
347 

Rheda Counsing Meeting, 211 
Rhoda, 141 
Rhymes, 23, 24 

Richardson, Dr., of Harbottle^ 

179 

Richardson, Frank, quoted, 14J) 
Ridgway Coursing Club, the, 
163, 164, 200; Mr. David 

history, 200-203 5 local testi¬ 
mony as to its origin, 203; 
its position, 203; present 
membership, 203 ; meetings, 
203 ; coursing ground, 204 
Little Plumpton, 204 
Ridgway, Thomas, 203 
Riding over a greyhound, 390 
Riley, E., his record of sport 
w'ith goshawks, 316, 317 j 
manner of flying the sparrow- 
hawk, (322, 323, 348 
Riot, 129 

Ripon, Marquis of, 196 
Rising Star, 176 
Rivers, Lord, 162 
‘ Robin Hood,’ quoted, 8, 9, 
II, 12, 134 

Rook hawking, places suitable 
for, and mode of conducting, 
218, 260, 276-284 
Rosewater, loi 


Ko.sy Morn, i66, 174 
Kota, 32, 36 , 

Royal Seal, 12 
Royal Stag, 98 
Ruby, 36 

Rufter hoods,. 226, 227, 235, 
,'266 

Rules of the RIarronal Coursing 
Club, 382-394 . 

Russell, W. D-,, 196 


Sackcloth, 10, 106 
Sacres, 225 ; set at kite, 306 ; 

332 

Sadler, Sir Ralph, Queen 
Elizabeth’s diief falconer, 
219, 220 

St. Albans, Duke of, 331 
St. George, 177 

St. Quinlin, Mr., his breed of 
setters, 250; record Of game 
■ killed in hawking, 251 ; sea¬ 
gull hawking, 284334, 341, 
344 n. ; his hawking estab¬ 
lishment, 346 
St. Vincent, Lord, 94 
Salisbury Plain, rook hawking 
on, 276 ; lark hawking oh, 
303339. 340, 341 
Salter, Dr., 189. 

S-alvin, Captain, 221, 256, 327, 
347 ; his perch for hawks, 
352. 353 
Sam,, 142 
Sands, J., 94 

Sans Quartier (gerfalcon), 29S, 
299 

Saplings, treatment of, 70-79; 
running of, on enclosed 
grounds and in the open, 150- 
153. under Breeding 
Saucebo.v, 12 
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Scottish National Coursing Club, 


Slippers, coursing, 380, 3S7; 
when interested in stakes, 393 
Slips, taking dogs to, 3S6; 

control of dogs in, 387 
Smith, Charles, of Sleaford, 206 
Snipe hawking, 254 
, Snowball, 140, 141, 162 
Snowdon, Thomas (Secretary of 



307; red-naped (K. Baby- 
lonicus), 307, 308 
Shakespeare quoted oh falconry. 


Shepherdess, 131 
Shillelagh (eyess tiercel), 
Shrikes, grey, 264 
Sibyl (falcon), 286. 
Simonian, 129, 136 
Sir Magnus, 93 

Sleaford Coursing . Club 
4*3, 285-207 
Slingsby, Sit Charles, 


worms in dogs, 64; f 
preparing greyhounds f 
matches. So; on gallopir 
greyhounds, 85 
ott, John, of Coneygarth, 1; 
range Idea, 116,144, lOO 
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STR 

Street Place Stakes, the, 93 
Suffidd, Lord, 338 
Sultan (falcon), 338, 339 
Sumner, Messrs., 206 
Sunbeam', ii 

Swafifham Coursing Club, 161 
Swayne, Dr., 1S4 
.Sweetbriar, 166, 174 
Swivels for jesses, 229 

Taylor, J., 147 
Terms used in hawking, glossary 
of, 233-235 
Te.vture, 25 
Thacker, quoted, 141 
The Doctor (passage hawk), 343 
The Earl (passage hawk), 343 ■ 
The General (tiercel), 251 
The O’Donoghue (tiercel), 256 
The Shadow of Death (go.s- 
hawk), 347 
The Squatter, 93 
Theatre Royal, 176 
Thomson, Messrs., 137 
Thornhill, Mr., 339 
tThornton, Colonel, anecdote 
from his ‘Northern Tour’ on 
kite hawldng, 298 ; on train¬ 
ing thegoshaw'k, 310; quoted, 
330. 332, 335 

Tiercel, a, 'definition of, 235 ; 
anecdote concerning, 240 «. ; 
limit ^ date in killing wild 
game, 246; at partridge, 250 ; 
The General, 251 ; at wild 
duck, 254 ; at snipe, 254 ; at 
niagpie.s, 256 ; capture for 
hawking purposes, 262 ; at 
rooks, 279 ; at seagulls, 284 ; 
at lapwing or green plover, 

. 285 ; passage, 287 ; haggard 
gerfalcon, 296 ; drawing the 
hobbies, 305 


VEN 

Tipperary, hawking in, 256 
Tobin Wire for ycntiiatlng mews, 
349 

Toliwife, 238 

Traboigan coursing ground, 102 
Trainers of greyhourtds, 378,379 
Training of greyhound.s, 80 ; 
dangers of forced preparation, 
80; treatment after road e.\- 
ercise, 82 ; feeding, 82 ; the 
question of gallops, S3-86 ; 
the question of weight, 86; 
exercise of discrimination in 

ment of hounds, 87 ; judg¬ 
ment in the administration of 
animal food, 88 ; letting a 
dog down, 88-90 ; variety in 
feeding, 90; bitche.sand their 
drawbacks, 91 

Training of hawits. Si:e under 
Ealconry 

Trautmansdorff, Prince, 306,332 
Trevor, Mr. (secretary of Lich¬ 
field Coursing Club), 194 
Trip, the, in coursing, 3S8, 3S9 
Troughend, 22, 36, 135, 136 
Tutberville’s ‘ Booke of Falcon-; 
rie,’2i9^ 

Valkenswaard, origin of the 
name, 263 ; capture of passage 
hawks at, 263 ; gerfalcons 
trapped a;t, 292, 296 ; passage 
goshawks taken at, 310; 330, 
331; Dutch falconers at, 

330-332 

Varvels, 229, 235 
Vengeance, 140, 141 * 
Ventilation in hawks’ mews, 
349 
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